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Chair Tokuda; Vice Chair Kouchi, and Members of the Committee.

The Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism (DBEDT) supports
SB 1051, SD1, Relating to Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles. This legislation would expand the
definition of an electric vehicle (EV) to include “fuel cell electric vehicle” and offer the same
exemptions from HOV lane restrictions and the payment of state and county parking fees that
are granted to EVs.

Fuel cell EVs convert hydrogen and oxygen gas into electricity to charge their onboard
batteries and power the vehicle. Further, fuel cell EVs would help to reduce gasoline
consumption and assist in our efforts in achieving Hawaii’s clean energy goals. While passenger
vehicles are not yet commercially available in Hawaii, it is in our State’s interest to encourage
their sale by offering the same exemptions.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments regarding SB 1051, SD1.
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IN SUPPORT OF SB1051 SD1 Relating to Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles

Chair Tokuda, Vice-Chair Kouchi, and Members of the Committee,

I am Mitch Ewan, Chair of the Transportation Working Group of the Hawaii Energy
Policy Forum (Forum). The Forum, created in 2002, is comprised of over 40
representatives from Hawaii’s electric utilities, oil and natural gas suppliers,
environmental and community groups, renewable energy industry, and federal, state
and local government, including representatives from the neighbor islands. Our
vision and mission, and comprehensive “10 Point Action Plan” serves as a guide to
move Hawaii toward its preferred energy goals and our support for this bill.

SB1051 SD1 clarifies that fuel cell powered vehicles are “electric vehicles” by
amending: (1) Section 103D-412, HRS, to define a fuel cell electric vehicle as a
zero-emission electric vehicle that uses a fuel cell to convert hydrogen gas and
oxygen into electricity to charge the vehicle; and (2) Section 291-71, HRS, to add
“fuel cell electric vehicle” under the definition of electric vehicle.

The Forum supports this measure that would provide fuel cell electric vehicles with
the same “market pull” incentives as those enjoyed by battery electric vehicles, i.e.,
parking fee exemptions and HOV lane use. It also directs all state and county
agencies, when purchasing new vehicles, to consider fuel cell electric vehicles.

The Forum supports SB1051 SD1, and respectfully urges passage of the bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

This testimony reflects the position of the Forum as a whole and not necessarily of
the individual Forum members or their companies
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Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please
email webmaster@-capitol.hawaii.gov
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