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Bill No. and Title: House Concurrent Resolution No. 44 & House Resolution No. 12,
Urging the Judiciary to Examine the Feasibility and Potential Benefits of Establishing DWI
Court Programs in Kona and Hilo on Hawai‘i Island.

Judiciary's Position:
The Judiciary supports House Concurrent Resolution No. 44 and House Resolution No. 12.

On Hawai‘i Island, we are keenly aware that we have the highest per capita incidence of
impaired driving in the state, as noted in the resolutions.

While the First Circuit DWI Court program serves as a model, the Third Circuit would have
to make adjustments for the greater distances between courts and treatment services.
Additionally, staffing requirements such as the DWI coordinator and case manager would have
to be considered, as well as court calendars and judges to be assigned to these types of cases.

We, therefore, support the resolutions to examine the feasibility and potential benefits of
establishing DWI Court Programs in Hilo and Kona, with a report to be submitted to the
Legislature prior to the 2017 Session.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on House Concurrent Resolution No. 44 and
House Resolution No. 12.
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