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From: Elizabeth Holt <eholt@hhsc.org>
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 8:32 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of HB 847 - Relating to HHSC Primary Care Training Program
Attachments: DOC020915-02092015082136.pdf

Aloha,

Please see attached.  Thank you.

Beth

Elizabeth M. Holt
Executive Secretary
East Hawaii Region, HHSC
Hilo Medical Center
1190 Wai'anuenue Ave.
Hilo, Hi 96720
Tel (808) 932-3101
Fax (808) 974-4746

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.



















































THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2015

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola

Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Jane Furtado, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by
appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care
Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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From: Lillian Lee <llee@hhsc.org>
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 8:22 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: HB 847 to fund the Hawaii Island Family Medicine Residency Program

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Lillian M Lee am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating
funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC
PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to
become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic,
hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their training is led by a four physician
faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a
multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing,
pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola
Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates
applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be
overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the
people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4

Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and
practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same can be expected for advanced
practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine
physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and
debilitating conditions.  For example, diabetes and coronary heart disease have reached epidemic
proportions in Hawaii County compared to Oahu and other areas of the state where there is greater
access to primary care.

· HHSC PCTP is training Hawaii’s future providers to combine one physician and a team to care for up to
5,000 patients. The current model of care involves one primary care physician for 1,200-2,000
individuals with a small staff, usually including a medical assistant and receptionist.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is
expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Lillian M. Lee RN, BSN, CWN
Critical Care Nurse Manager
Hale Ho’ola Hamakua
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East Hawaii Region Hawaii Health Systems Corporation
Phone-(808)932-4133 ext. 2139
Fax-(808)775-8870

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.



COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola

Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Harry Yada
Member of the East Hawaii Regional Board of

Hawaii Health Systems Corporation

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Harry Yada, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for the
interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to become specialists in
family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have
engaged in community activities.  Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered
medical home.  This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two
Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui,
Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates applying for the 4 spots
and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary
care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.

· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4 Primary Care physicians
annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their
residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine physicians is
projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.  For example,
diabetes and coronary heart disease have reached epidemic proportions in Hawaii County compared to Oahu and other
areas of the state where there is greater access to primary care.
· HHSC PCTP is training Hawaii’s future providers to combine one physician and a team to care for up to 5,000
patients. The current model of care involves one primary care physician for 1,200-2,000 individuals with a small staff,
usually including a medical assistant and receptionist.
· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is expected to
generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation Primary
Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 8:54 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: cvancamp3@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB847 on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM

HB847
Submitted on: 2/6/2015
Testimony for HLT on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Carol A. VanCamp Chair, HHSC Corporate
Board Support No

Comments: This residency program plays a critical role in recruiting doctors to our island
communities. The program is already up and running and it would be a huge setback for our state's
doctor recruitment efforts if the needed funding is not provided and as a result, the program had to
close. We appreciate your support.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



February 6, 2015 
 
TO: House Committee on Health 

Della Au Belatti, Chair 
Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair 
Rep. Mark J. Hashem 
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro 
Rep. Jo Jordan 
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang 
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi 
Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola 
Rep. Dee Morikawa 
 
Date:   Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 

  Place: Conference Room 329 
  State Capitol 
  415 South Beretania Street 
 
FROM: Jay E. Kreuzer, CEO, Kona Community Hospital, Kohala Hospital 

West Hawaii Regional, Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 
 

RE:   HB 847 - RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION  
PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in SUPPORT of HB 847.   
 
The purpose of this bill is to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds 
for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program 
(HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center. 
 
Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for 
three years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have 
cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community 
activities.  Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient 
centered medical home.  This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice 
nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University 
of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural 
Behavioral Health training program. 
  
Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified 
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest 
in the program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is 
committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.       
 
The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous:  

• When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin 
graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents 
trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  



The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical 
pharmacists.  

• In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to 
family medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs 
of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.   

• The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional 
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin 
Group). 

 
Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Jay E. Kreuzer 
CEO 
Kona Community Hospital 
Kohala Hospital 
West Hawaii Region, Hawaii Health Systems Corp. 
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House Committee on Health
Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair

Representative Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair

Tuesday, February 10, 2015
Conference Room 329

8:30 a.m.
Hawaii State Capitol

Testimony Supporting House Bill 847, Relating to the Hawaii Health Systems
Corporation.

Addresses primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for the
interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation primary care training

program at Hilo Medical Center.

Linda Rosen, M.D., M.P.H.
Chief Executive Officer

Hawaii Health Systems Corporation

Hawaii Health Systems Corporation (HHSC) fully supports HB 847, to appropriate funds
to implement and sustain our primary care training program. This program will be based
at the Hilo Medical Center and will support primary care training throughout the State.

The purpose of the program is to recruit, train, and retain family practice physicians and
primary care teams to meet the State-wide shortages.  Primary care physicians and
family practice physicians, advanced practice nurses, pharmacists and others are
integral to the delivery of quality care in Hawaii.  As they promote healthy lifestyles and
identify and treat chronic and acute conditions, like severe flu and pneumonia, they are
the front-line in supporting the delivery of quality care in any health care system.  They
prevent more serious illnesses, which are costly and much more difficult to manage.
Primary care is the foundation of any efficient health care system.

The recruitment and retention of physicians, advanced practice nurses and support
teams in Hawaii's rural areas is an on-going challenge.  An interdisciplinary residency
program is not a panacea to our recruitment problem.  However, it is an important step
toward in alleviating our physician and nursing shortages.   We respectfully request
funds to support the program.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in support of this measure.



THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2015

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola

Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Dan Brinkman, Interim East Hawaii Regional CEO of Hawaii Health Systems Corporation, am
in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for
the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC
PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.



Testimony Presented Before the
House Committee on Health
February 10, 2015 at 8:30am

by
Donald O. Straney

Chancellor, University of Hawai`i at Hilo

HB847   - RELATING TO HAWAIʻI HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

Chair Bellati, Vice Chair Creagan and Members of the Committee:

My name is Donald Straney, Chancellor of the University of Hawai`i at Hilo. I am
testifying as a member of the Hawai`i Island community and I support the intent
of HB847 to fund the interdisciplinary Hawai ʻi Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program at Hilo Medical Center.

This proposal will help to expand and strengthen workforce development
opportunities in health care through an interdisciplinary model that attracts and
trains doctors, nurses, dental hygienists, clinical pharmacists and psychologists
who understand the challenges our island faces in terms of access to and delivery
of quality health care. UH Hilo views the proposal as a positive solution to
increase and improve the quality of health care for people on the Island of
Hawai`i.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB847.  Aloha.
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February 6, 2015 

 
TESTIMONY OF MEL RAPOZO 

COUNCIL CHAIR, KAUA‘I COUNTY COUNCIL 
ON 

HB 847, RELATING TO HAWAI‘I HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 
Committee on Health 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
8:30 A.M. 

Conference Room 415 
 

Dear Chair Belatti and Committee Members: 
 
 Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of     
HB 847, relating to the Hawai‘i Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training 
Program.  My testimony is submitted in my capacity as Council Chair of the Kaua‘i 
County Council. 
 
 HB 847 is similar to a proposed measure submitted by the Hawai‘i State 
Association of Counties (HSAC), which provides funding for the Hawai‘i Health 
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program.  Although this program will 
be based in Hilo, physicians will be trained to provide medical assistance to critical 
rural underserved areas across the State. 
 

Access to health care is a significant issue in Hawai‘i, especially for residents 
living in rural areas. Recognizing the shortage of healthcare providers, particularly 
in primary care, the Hilo Medical Center in partnership with the Hawai‘i Health 
System Corporation developed a Primary Care Training Program to address this 
shortage and improve access to healthcare for the residents of the State of Hawai‘i. 
This may also encourage physicians to continue their practice here in our islands. 
 

For the reasons stated above, I am in strong support of HB 847 and ask for 
your favorable support.  Again, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      MEL RAPOZO 
      Council Chair, Kaua‘i County Council 
 
AB:cy 









THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2015

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
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NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

My name is Merilyn Harris and as the administrator of Ka’u Hospital, in one of the isolated
communities in the state, I experience first-hand the recurring struggle to find primary care
providers. Ka’u Hospital has a rural health clinic which is staffed by a family practice
physician and a nurse practitioner.  There have been times in the past when it has taken
almost a year to fill a provider vacancy in that clinic.

Competent, committed primary care physicians and nurse practitioners are the gateway to a
cost effective comprehensive health care system.  When there are not enough of them,
patients are forced to seek more expensive routes for accessing health care such as
emergency departments.  While episodic treatment can be provided in the ED, chronic
disease management and preventive care cannot.

The HHSC Primary Care Provider Training Program (HHSCPCPTP) located in Hilo, is a way
to address the growing provider gap in the neighbor islands.  It is well documented
throughout the nation that physicians attending rural training programs are much more likely
to practice in a rural area.  More than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice
in this setting after they completed their residency.  The same can be expected for
advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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From: Elena Cabatu <ecabatu@hhsc.org>
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 11:31 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: In Support of HB 847
Attachments: DOC020615-02062015102650.pdf

To whom it may concern,

Out of respect for your fax machine, please accept these scanned signed testimonies by 44 retired teachers on Hawaii
Island in support of HB 847.

Thank you,
Elena

Elena Cabatu
Community Relations Manager
Hilo Medical Center - Hale Ho'ola Hamakua - Kau Hospital
1190 Waianuenue Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Phone: (808) 932-3160
Fax: (808) 974-6831
Check us out at: www.hilomedicalcenter.org
"Like" us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HiloMedicalCenter

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 12:16 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jtulang@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB847 on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM*

HB847
Submitted on: 2/6/2015
Testimony for HLT on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Julie Tulang Hilo Medical Center
Foundation Support Yes

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

creagan3 - Karina

From: Elena Cabatu <ecabatu@hhsc.org>
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 4:07 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: In Support of HB 847
Attachments: DOC020615-02062015150043.pdf; DOC020615-02062015150920.pdf

To whom it may concern,

Out of respect for your fax machine, please accept these scanned signed testimonies by 31 members of the Rotary Club
of Hilo AND 19 members of the East Hawaii Kiwanis Chapter in support of HB 847.

Thank you,
Elena

Elena Cabatu
Community Relations Manager
Hilo Medical Center - Hale Ho'ola Hamakua - Kau Hospital
1190 Waianuenue Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Phone: (808) 932-3160
Fax: (808) 974-6831
Check us out at: www.hilomedicalcenter.org
"Like" us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HiloMedicalCenter

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.

































































THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2015 

 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair; Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair;  

Rep. Mark J. Hashem; Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro; Rep. Jo Jordan;  
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang; Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi;  

Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola; Rep. Dee Morikawa 
  

NOTICE OF HEARING 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am 

Conference Room 329 
State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847 
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION  

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM. 
 

Barry Taniguchi, President and Chair of Community First 

 
As a resident of East Hawaii and member of Community First, a non-profit on Hawaii Island, I, Barry 

Taniguchi, resolve to strengthen access to primary care through the HHSC Primary Care Training Program 

(HHSCPCTP).  Community First’s vision is a community where we all help each other care for our well-

being.  We seek to engage the whole community in changing the idea of healthcare from treating disease to 

caring for health and well-being and in creating a sustainable healthcare system.   

Investing in training family practice residents in the neighbor islands is expected to yield meaningful returns: 

 Increasing the number of family practice physicians is expected to decrease the number of potentially 

avoidable hospitalizations 

 In rural areas of the state greater access to family medicine physicians is projected to lower the costs 

of treating expensive and debilitating conditions such as diabetes and coronary heart disease which 

have reached epidemic proportions in Hawaii County 

 The known economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional 

physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue (Source: The Lewin Group) 

The HHSCPCTP uses an advanced team model of care delivery.  The current predominant model of care 

involves one primary care physician caring for 2,000-2,500 individuals with a small staff.  The team model of 

care in which the HHSCPCTP is training Hawaii’s future providers allows one physician and her team to care 

for up to 10,000 patients.  

I believe that HHSCPCTP will help to develop a clinical and financial model of primary care delivery that can 

be adopted by private practice physicians that will enable them to care for more patients and at the same time 

improve both their satisfaction and compensation.   

It is documented that more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they 

completed their residency.  In East Hawaii we hope to increase this probability by helping residents develop 

relationships with their colleagues and the community while a part of HHSCPCTP. 

I urge you to pass HB 847.  Thank you. 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Kathleen Akimoto, Trustee of the Hilo Medical Center Foundation , am in full support of HB 847
to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary
Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo
Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).
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I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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From: Elena Cabatu <ecabatu@hhsc.org>
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 4:07 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: In Support of HB 847
Attachments: DOC020615-02062015150043.pdf; DOC020615-02062015150920.pdf

To whom it may concern,

Out of respect for your fax machine, please accept these scanned signed testimonies by 31 members of the Rotary Club
of Hilo AND 19 members of the East Hawaii Kiwanis Chapter in support of HB 847.

Thank you,
Elena

Elena Cabatu
Community Relations Manager
Hilo Medical Center - Hale Ho'ola Hamakua - Kau Hospital
1190 Waianuenue Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Phone: (808) 932-3160
Fax: (808) 974-6831
Check us out at: www.hilomedicalcenter.org
"Like" us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HiloMedicalCenter

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.









































COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair
Representative Richard Creagen, Vice Chair

HEARING DATE: Tuesday, February 10, 2015
TIME: 8:30 AM
PLACE: Conference Room 329
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

SUPPORT TESTIMONY for HB 487
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION PRIMARY CARE
TRAINING PROGRAM.

The Zonta Club of Hilo supports HB 487. Zonta is an international organization of professional
and business women whose mission is to advance the status of women and girls worldwide.
Good health care is fundamental to accomplish this goal.

The Zonta Club members intend to strengthen the state ’s health provider workforce through the
HHSC Primary Care Training Program (HHSCPCTP).

Support of this program and of family medicine graduate education will generate greater
numbers of doctors practicing throughout the islands, but especially in the super-rural areas,
whose need is great.  The Program is one means to reduce the doctor shortage in Hawaii.
Investing in training of family practice residents in the neighbor islands is expected to yield a
meaningful return on investment.

• Increasing the number of family practice physicians is expected to decrease the number and

rate of “potentially avoidable hospitalizations, ” which the state now pays for through both its

Medicaid program and unreimbursed care by state ’s public hospital system, Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation.

• In rural areas, such as East Hawaii, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access
to family medicine physicians is projected to have a significant impact on lowering the costs of
treating expensive and debilitating conditions.  For example, diabetes and coronary heart
disease have reached epidemic proportions in Hawaii County compared to Oahu and other
areas of the state where there is greater access to primary care.

• The known economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).
The Zonta Club recognizes that the HHSCPCTP uses an advanced model of care delivery that
eliminates the need to train or attract unrealistically high numbers of physicians.  The current
predominant model of care throughout the country involves one primary care physician caring
for 2,000-2,500 individuals with a small staff, usually including a medical assistant and
receptionist.
The team model of care in which the HHSCPCTP trains will transform Hawaii ’s future health
care. These  "teams" allows one physician and their team to care for up to 10,000 patients.



Critical team components include a nurse practitioner or physician assistant and specialists in
chronic disease management such as pharmacists, certified diabetes educators, behavioral
health providers, licensed nurses, and well trained non-licensed staff.

Zonta Club of Hilo recognizes that it is well documented throughout the nation that physicians
attending rural training programs are much more likely to practice in a rural area.  More than half
of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they completed their
residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical
pharmacists.

The Zonta Club of Hilo, comprised of professional and business women, urge you to pass HB
487, to ensure a responsive health care system for future generations on the Neighbor Islands.

Thank you.

Charlene Iboshi
Advocacy Chair, Zonta Club of Hilo
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2015 6:42 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: lrantz@hhsc.org
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB847 on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM*

HB847
Submitted on: 2/8/2015
Testimony for HLT on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Lisa Rantz Hilo Medical Center
Foundation Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Hawai‘i Island

Chamber of Commerce

117 Keawe Street, Suite 205
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720-2851

Phone: (808) 935-7178
Fax: (808) 961-4435

E-mail: admin@hicc.biz
www.hicc.biz

6 February 2015

Hearing Date: Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Time:  8:30AM

Place:  Conference Room 329, State Capitol

  415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Chuck Erskine and I am the President of the Hawaii Island Chamber
of Commerce.  With more than 230 member businesses and over 500 member
representatives, the Chamber serves as an important voice of business in Hawai'i.
The Chamber strongly supports the strengthening of the state’s provider
workforce through the HHSC Primary Care Training Program (HHSCPCTP).

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who
will train for three years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these
young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and
have engaged in community activities.  Their training is led by a four physician faculty
and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a
multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of Hawaii’s
two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College
of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health
training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560
qualified candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to
Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next generation of
primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the people of
Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it

will begin graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more
than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting
after they complete their residency.  The same can be expected for
advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater
access to family medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact
on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.
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· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is
expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

We urge you to pass SB 847.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Chuck Erskine







The mission of The Queen’s Health Systems is to fulfill the intent of Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV to provide in
 perpetuity quality health care services to improve the well-being of Native Hawaiians and all of the people of Hawai‘i.

1301 Punchbowl Street      ●     Honolulu, Hawaii 96813      ●      Phone (808) 691-5900

HB 847, Relating to the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation
House Committee on Health
Hearing—February 10, 2015 at 8:30 AM

Dear Chairwoman Belatti and Members of the House Committee on Health?

My name is Paula Yoshioka and I am a Senior Vice President at The Queen’s Health Systems.  I

would like to take this opportunity to provide my support for the primary care training program

at Hilo Medical Center.

The Hawaii Physician Workforce Assessment Project estimates that, by 2020, Hawaii could be

facing a shortage of 1,400 physicians.  Access to primary care physicians, in particular, can be

very difficult for neighbor island and rural communities.  Supporting investments to recruit, train

and retain providers in places like Hilo is critical to helping expand access to care for thousands

of residents.

We must pursue a number of programs and initiatives in our efforts to expand access to

necessary care for all residents of Hawaii, including investing in the training of primary care

doctors.  That is why I ask for your support of this bill.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.



 

 

 

 

 

House Committee on Health  

The Hon. Della Au Belatti, Chair   

The Hon. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair 

 

 

Testimony in Support of House Bill 847 
Relating to the Hawaii Health Systems Corp 

Submitted by Robert Hirokawa, Chief Executive Officer 

February 10, 2015, 8:30 am, Room 329 

  
 

The Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA), which represents the federally qualified community 

health centers in Hawaii, supports House Bill 847, making an appropriation for the interdisciplinary 

Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program. 

 

The HPCA is a staunch believer in the social determinants of health, those economic and social 

conditions that influence an individual and a community’s health status. These conditions serve as risk 

factors endemic to a person’s living and working environment, rather than their behavioral or genetic 

histories. Factors such as income, education, access to recreation and healthy foods, housing, and 

employment, can and do have measurable impacts on a person and a community, both in health and 

financial outcomes. 

 

House Bill 847 speaks to two of these major determinants by seeking to alleviate the shortage of primary 

care providers and improve access to care across the state. For that reason, we strongly support this 

measure and thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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From: Jack Stevenson <ulua3@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 07, 2015 10:29 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847

You know the value of this program. Now put it high on your priority to fund

Mahalo

Jack Stevenson
Hilo Hawaii
635-36490



THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2015

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola

Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Jennifer K. Camp, RN, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician
shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

Although there is no guarantee that all of the trained residents will eventually stay and practice in
Hawaii, we are guaranteed to have fewer physician if we do nothing at all. Inaction isn’t an option. We
must act proactively, or face further declines in our healthcare. Encouraging preventative health
measures only works if there are PCPs available for people to see.

 I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Cecily Nago, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by
appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care
Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Lisa Shiroma, ASO, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages
by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care
Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Jessica Ku, PharmD., am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages
by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care
Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

·
This residency program is the key to addressing the serious need for more healthcare providers to
serve the east side of Big Island.  Hilo Medical Center along with affiliated community clinics are
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bursting at the seams with new patients and a growing population of the elderly and local people with
numerous chronic disease states. Medication management is below par, due to lack of time and lack
of energy from the providers we do have. We need to tap into the resources we have, involving the
many nursing students and hundreds of pharmacy students who are amongst us now year-round. A
residency and the presence of doctors/physicians, could be the glue to eventually leading to a full
and equipped health care TEAM approach.
We need to fill in the void of ineffective and poor health education that is a reality for many people on
the east side. Quality care to improve the health of our population begins with bringing in the teachers
and the professionals who WANT TO BE HERE. Allowing respected professionals who can offer
their time, knowledge, and unique abilities into our community will create a domino effect of health
awareness, interest, and enhanced living. I have heard first-hand accounts from hundreds of patient’s
this year; when they experience good care, the word spreads like wild-fire, when they receive poor
care, it spreads just the same. The Hilo community suffers unnecessarily from lack of awareness first,
and access to good care, secondly. Incentive for more astute and educated professionals to come
practice and live on the island will benefit our people as well as the residents, as they gain insight into
a real rural community, with such a unique culture. Good things will happen and good news will
travel. Only good can come from this, when it comes down to it, it is the lives of the patients, and the
lives of our local people who stand to gain from this growth. In return, we hope to attract new doctors
to stay long-term, we must make this option available to them.

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Respectfully,
Mahalo,

Jessica Kaehukai O’Puaena Ku
PharmD.
DKI College of Pharmacy Graduated c/o 2013
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 1:00 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: rontthi@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB847 on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM*

HB847
Submitted on: 2/6/2015
Testimony for HLT on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Ronald Taniguchi,

Pharm.D. Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Bernard A. Balsis, Jr., President of IEG FCU, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary
care physician shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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From: Fred Koehnen <fjk96720@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 12:15 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: HB847

  I wholly support referenced House Bill and funding for the Family Residency Program.

Fred J. Koehnen
111 Kapaa St.
Hilo, HI 96720
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Patricia Agnese, RN, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages
by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care
Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three
years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for
patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their
training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.
This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of
Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the
program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained
at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same
can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating
expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 3:24 PM
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Subject: In Support for HB847
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Patricia Bray, Bookkeeper/Administrative Assistant, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician
shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training
Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to become
specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic, hospit al and nursing
home and have engaged in community activities. Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a
patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the
University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and
psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates applying for the 4
spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next generation of
primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4 Primary Care

physicians annually.Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting
after they complete their residency. The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists,
and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Resid ency Program and greater access to family medicine physicians is
projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is expected to
generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Thank you,

Patty Bray
Bookkeeper/Administrative Assistant to Lisa Rantz

1190 Waianuenue Avenue
Hilo, HI 96720
Ph#:808-935-2957
Fax: 808-974-4746
email: pbray@hhsc.org

Please visit our website at www.hilomedicalcenterfoundation.org

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Do not forward or print. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient,
please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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HB847   - RELATING TO HAWAIʻI HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

Chair Bellati, Vice Chair Creagan and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jerry Chang.  I am expressing my strong support for HB 847 as
a member of the Hawai’i Island community.

The entire state faces a severe physician shortage of over 150 doctors,
with projections to worsen in the next five years as many doctors retire.

The funding for the Interdisciplinary Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program at Hilo Medical Center will not only train
doctors but will also offer training for advanced practice nurses from
programs at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa and Hilo, and to students
from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s Daniel K. Inouye College of
Pharmacy.

It has been documented that physicians, nurses and pharmacists attending
rural training programs are much more likely to practice in a rural area.

Thank you,
Jerry Chang



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, TANYA AYNESSAZIAN, mother and resident in the Puna District on the Big Island, am in full
support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for the
interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC
PCTP).

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for
three years to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have
cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community
activities.  Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient
centered medical home.  This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice
nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University
of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural
Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified
candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest
in the program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is
committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin

graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents
trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their
residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and
clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to
family medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs
of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.  For example, diabetes and coronary
heart disease have reached epidemic proportions in Hawaii County compared to Oahu
and other areas of the state where there is greater access to primary care.

· HHSC PCTP is training Hawaii’s future providers to combine one physician and a team
to care for up to 5,000 patients. The current model of care involves one primary care
physician for 1,200-2,000 individuals with a small staff, usually including a medical
assistant and receptionist.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional
physician is expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin
Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i
Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Tanya Aynessazian
Pahoa, Hawaii
(808) 966-6576
taynessazian@gmail.com



1

creagan3 - Karina

From: Hoon Park <hawaiiped@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 10:16 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Support for Hawaii Island Family Medicine Residency Program

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847

RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Hoon Park, M.D.,am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for
the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical
Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to become
specialists in family medicine. Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing
home and have engaged in community activities. Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of
a patient centered medical home. This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the
University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy
and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates applying for the
4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next
generation of primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.

· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4 Primary Care
physicians annually.Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting
after they complete their residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and
clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine physicians
is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is expected to
generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).
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I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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From: Karra Marh <karra.marh@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2015 11:22 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of HB 847

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair

Rep. Mark J. Hashem

Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan

Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi

Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola

Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847

RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.
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I, Karra Marh, M.S. am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for
the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical
Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to become
specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and
nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place
as part of a patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses
from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of
Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates applying for the
4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next
generation of primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.

· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4 Primary Care
physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they
complete their residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical
pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine physicians is
projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is expected to
generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.



February 6, 2015
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Mary Begier, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician
shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Four years ago I was attacked by a dog late on a Sunday afternoon.  My first thought
was how could I catch a plane to Oahu for help?  My condition was such that travel was
unrealistic.  I was fortunate that Dr. Josh Green had recently come to our hospital due
to his wife’s new position at UH Hilo.  We can’t count on that kind of luck in every
instance.  We must be proactive to train and retain doctors in our community.

Please fund this program so we don’t have to count on luck!

I thank the members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the
Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a
healthy Hawaii.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 5:34 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: ninab@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB847 on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM

HB847
Submitted on: 2/6/2015
Testimony for HLT on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Nina Buchanan Individual Support No

Comments: I, Nina Buchanan, Professor Emerita from the University of Hawaii Hilo, am in full support
of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary
Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical
Center. Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train
for three years to become specialists in family medicine. Since July these young physicians have
cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.
Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical
home. This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the
University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s
College of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training
program. Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560
qualified candidates applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The
interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is
committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii. The benefits of the HHSC PCTP
are numerous. · When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin
graduating 4 Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural
sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their residency. The same can be expected
for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists. · In rural areas of the state the
impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine physicians is projected to
have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions. For
example, diabetes and coronary heart disease have reached epidemic proportions in Hawaii County
compared to Oahu and other areas of the state where there is greater access to primary care. ·
HHSC PCTP is training Hawaii’s future providers to combine one physician and a team to care for up
to 5,000 patients. The current model of care involves one primary care physician for 1,200-2,000
individuals with a small staff, usually including a medical assistant and receptionist. · The economic
multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is expected to
generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group). As part of an aging baby
boom generation, whether I remain in Hawaii may well depend on whether there are enough medical
doctors to care for us all. I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to
support the Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a
healthy Hawaii.
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Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Dr. Natalie Kehau Kong, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician
shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

On Friday, January 23, 2015 I appeared on the front page of the Hawai'i Tribune Herald along
with Dr. Ka'ohimanu Dang Akiona one of the residents of the PCTP. The article, along with one
published in the Honolulu Star-Advertiser on January 20th talked about the severe doctor
shortage in Hawai'i. I am here to provide a face and a story behind the numbers and graphs in
these articles.

I was born and raised in Waimanalo, O'ahu. My father is a counselor and teacher at Windward
Community College. His father was a bus driver and his mother was a day laborer. My mother is
the Volunteer Coordinator at Castle Medical Center. Her father served in the Army and Air Force
and her mother worked in the Kaiser system for many years. My sister works on Hawai'i Island
with Hale Kipa. I attended Kamehameha Schools and the University of Hawai'i at Manoa for my
undergraduate, graduate and post-baccalaureate training. I graduated from the John A. Burns
School of Medicine and did a Family Medicine Residency in Phoenix, Arizona. I have just
completed a Rural Medicine and Obstetrics Fellowship in Tacoma, Washington. I am currently
one of only two Family Medicine physicians trained to do c-sections on the island of Hawai'i. I am
also the newest faculty member of the HHSC PCTP.

Like so many of our people in Hawai'i, my family suffers from diabetes, high blood pressure,
morbid obesity and cancer.  I became a doctor because I wanted to help them.  My training has
been a 19-year long process that has taken me farther away from my home and family then I
ever thought or wanted to go.  Now I am finally home to take care of my people.

It has not been easy transitioning from resident to real working doctor. It is even harder being a new
Attending physician with eager, young residents looking to me for answers.  But since I came to Hilo
and this program I have had so many people say, "Ho! It's so good to see one local doctah here!"
Patients ask me all the time, "You goin stay right?" The day the Hawai'i Tribune article came out I
was stopped in the halls of Hilo Medical Center numerous times by and facility service people,
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visitors, nurses and seemingly random strangers. They said, "Hi doc, saw your picture in the paper. I
going send my friends to you, kay!" It is for these people that we need this Primary Care Training
Program. The doctors that I have met and work with in Hilo are exceptionally dedicated people. They
work tirelessly to care for our families. They work constantly because there are not enough of them.
We need 200 physicians on Hawai’i Island alone and over 800 physicians in this State. Today, we
have an opportunity to ease this problem.

The PCTP can provide physicians, pharmacists, nurses, nurse practitioners and psychologists for the
State of Hawai'i for generations to come. The Health Professionals that graduate from our program
will be fed on our 'aina, grounded in the cultures of our islands and understand the importance of our
relationships. We can already see the potential in Hilo. There are several recent JABSOM graduates
returning to work in East Hawai'i. There are several residents from O'ahu who are looking to work in
Hilo.  There are applicants from Hilo and the outer islands that can't wait to come home to complete
their training. We are all just waiting for you to say yes.

At the Hawai'i Island Family Residency Program I have gotten everything I ever wanted. I am home. I
am caring not only for my family but also for my neighbors, friends of friends, relatives of friends and
visitors from all over world. On top of that, I get to teach the future doctors of Hawai'i. This is the way
that I honor those who have nurtured me and this is the way that we as a State can be sure that we
are never "short" on caring for our people again.

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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From: Jay Fincher <jfincher@hhsc.org>
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 10:05 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Elena Cabatu; Laurie Soares
Subject: HB 847

I, Jay Fincher, RN BSN CCRN, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by
appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program
(HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to
become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic,
hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their training is led by a four physician
faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a
multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing,
pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola
Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates
applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be
overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the
people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4

Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and
practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same can be expected for advanced
practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine
physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and
debilitating conditions.  For example, diabetes and coronary heart disease have reached epidemic
proportions in Hawaii County compared to Oahu and other areas of the state where there is greater
access to primary care.

· HHSC PCTP is training Hawaii’s future providers to combine one physician and a team to care for up to
5,000 patients. The current model of care involves one primary care physician for 1,200-2,000
individuals with a small staff, usually including a medical assistant and receptionist.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is
expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.
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From: Sue Okunami <suokunami@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2015 8:03 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: HHSC PCTP SUPPORT FOR HILO MEDICAL CENTER

Please support bill HB847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary
Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

The people of the Big Island are in desperate need for primary care doctors and needs to build its first line of care and in
the prevention of future medical needs, especially as our population ages.

Sincerely,
Royden & Sue Okunami
50 Pakalana Place
Hilo, HI 96720

Sent from my iPad
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From: Sterling Cornwell <scornwell@hhsc.org>
Sent: Saturday, February 07, 2015 12:29 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Testimony In Support of HB 847

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair
Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro
Rep. Jo Jordan
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola
Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am
Conference Room 329
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Sterling Cornwell, CNA, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating
funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo
Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to become
specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and
nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place
as part of a patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice
nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College
of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates applying for the
4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next
generation of primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

Here in Hawaii, we need a great number more of quality physicians. In my own personal attempt to get a primary care
physician, I went through lists of doctors, most of whom refused to accept any new patients. In the end, I did find one who
is an incredible doctor, and I hope that there will be many more like her to come in Hawaii. I share that hope with the
residents of this state. To make that hope a reality, we need a quality training program led in a real-world clinical setting.
Clearly the benefits outweigh the disadvantages. Any loss will be returned with more than what was lost.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.

·         When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4 Primary Care
physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they
complete their residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical
pharmacists.
·         In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine physicians i s
projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.
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·         The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is expected to
generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Confidentiality Notice:
This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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From: patnsteve@hawaiiantel.net
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2015 7:32 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION
PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Steven Godzsak, fully support HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by appropriating
funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC
PCTP)
at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for 3 years
to become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients
in the clinic, hospital, and nursing home while engaging in community activities.  Their training is led by
a 4 physician faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.  This health care home
is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of
Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and psychologists from
the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates
applying for the 4 spots with more than 40 applicants having strong ties to Hawaii. The strong interest in
the
program is very compelling – providing the next generation of primary care physicians is essential to
providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are far reaching and include:
•  When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4
Primary
Care physicians annually. Nationally more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in
this
setting after completing their residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses,
psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.
•  In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program providing greater access to family
medicine physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive
and debilitating conditions.
•  The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is
expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health
Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Mahalo!  steve godzsak, hilo, hawaii
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From: Tamryn Henry <thenry@hhsc.org>
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 5:11 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Tamryn Henry, Clerk IV, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care physician shortages by
appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program
(HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to
become specialists in family medicine.  Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic,
hospital and nursing home and have engaged in community activities.  Their training is led by a four physician
faculty and takes place as part of a patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a
multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing,
pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and psychologists from the I Ola
Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been overwhelming with 560 qualified candidates
applying for the 4 spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be
overstated – the next generation of primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the
people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.
· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4

Primary Care physicians annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and
practice in this setting after they complete their residency.  The same can be expected for advanced
practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine
physicians is projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and
debilitating conditions.  For example, diabetes and coronary heart disease have reached epidemic
proportions in Hawaii County compared to Oahu and other areas of the state where there is greater
access to primary care.

· HHSC PCTP is training Hawaii’s future providers to combine one physician and a team to care for up to
5,000 patients. The current model of care involves one primary care physician for 1,200-2,000
individuals with a small staff, usually including a medical assistant and receptionist.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is
expected to generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.
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From: Tara Reed <tarareed@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2015 9:32 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Support for Hawaii Island Family Medicine Residency Program

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair

Rep. Mark J. Hashem

Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan

Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi

Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola

Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847

RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Tara Reed, third year medical student at UH-Manoa JABSOM, am in full support of HB 847 to address primary care
physician shortages by appropriating funds for the interdisciplinary Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Primary Care
Training Program (HHSC PCTP) at Hilo Medical Center.

Last July the program welcomed its first class of four family medicine residents who will train for three years to become
specialists in family medicine. Since July these young physicians have cared for patients in the clinic, hospital and nursing
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home and have engaged in community activities. Their training is led by a four physician faculty and takes place as part of a
patient centered medical home.  This health care home is a multidisciplinary team of advanced practice nurses from the
University of Hawaii’s two Schools of Nursing, pharmacists from the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s College of Pharmacy and
psychologists from the I Ola Lahui, Hawaii Rural Behavioral Health training program.

Interest in the program’s second class of residents has been ov erwhelming with 560 qualified candidates applying for the 4
spots and more than 40 having strong ties to Hawaii. The interest in the program cannot be overstated – the next generation of
primary care physicians is committed to providing high quality care for the people of Hawaii.

The benefits of the HHSC PCTP are numerous.

· When the program reaches its full complement of 12 residents in 2016, it will begin graduating 4 Primary Care physicians
annually. Nationally, more than half of residents trained at rural sites stay and practice in this setting after they complete their
residency.  The same can be expected for advanced practice nurses, psychologists, and clinical pharmacists.

· In rural areas of the state, the impact of the Residency Program and greater access to family medicine physicians is
projected to have a profound impact on lowering the costs of treating expensive and debilitating conditions.

· The economic multiplier effect of additional physicians in Hawaii means each additional physician is expected to
generate 5 new jobs and new tax revenue. (Source: The Lewin Group).

I thank members of this committee for hearing this bill and ask them to support the Hawai'i Health Systems Corporation
Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Tara Reed

Tara Reed
MS3
University of Hawaii
John A. Burns School of Medicine
tarareed@hawaii.edu
(808)895-5009



1

creagan3 - Karina

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 8:37 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: alibaba@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB847 on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM

HB847
Submitted on: 2/6/2015
Testimony for HLT on Feb 10, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Alistair Bairos Individual Support No

Comments: Primary care is the cornerstone of a well-functioning healthcare system; key to keeping
people well and avoiding costly interventions. The shortage of primary care practitioners is well-
documented and will worsen, without programs such as the one this bill addresses. Funding the
HHSC PCTP at Hilo Medical Center is an investment in the healthcare of Hawai‘i's people. There are
few investments the Legislature can make whose return is as guaranteed, fairly rapid and long-
lasting.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair

Rep. Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair
Rep. Mark J. Hashem
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro

Rep. Jo Jordan
Rep. Beth Fukumoto Chang

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
Rep. Andria P.L.  Tupola

Rep. Dee Morikawa

NOTICE OF HEARING
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 8:30 am

Conference Room 329
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 847
RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

PRIMARY CARE TRAINING PROGRAM.

I, Dr. Ka`ohimanu Lydia K. Dang Akiona, am in full support of HB 847 to fund the Hawai'i Health
Systems Corporation Primary Care Training Program (HHSC PCTP).

I am one of the first four residents being trained by the Hawaii Island Family Medicine Residency.

I was born and raised in Central O`ahu, in Wahiawa, Hale`iwa, Mililani. I am named after my
great-grandmother, Lydia Leinani Kaulula`au Walker, born Hana Maui who lives in Nanakuli
homestead and is a spry 90 years young. My father is a warehouse supervisor. His father was a
Maui born full Chinese tug boat engineer and his mother was a Hawaiian Chinese homemaker.
My mother is a clerk at Safeway. Her father was a kolohe Hawaiian Filipino kid from Hale`iwa
who is now retired from the Honolulu Police Dept and her mother was a full Hawaiian foster child,
a US postal worker who passed from colon cancer at the young age of 48. I am the oldest of
three, and a Kamehameha schools graduate, class of 1998; stubbornly pursued concurrent
bachelor’s degrees at UH Manoa in Hawaiian Studies and Cell and Molecular Biology while
working several research and waitressing jobs. I was a part of the first Health Careers
Opportunities Program cohort, and the 2000-2002 Minority Access to Research Careers
program. I continued to do research in different settings including `Imi Hale Native Hawaiian
Cancer Network as a Liko Noelo (budding researcher) in 2005, where I helped set up the Cancer
Patient Navigator training program statewide. After working at the Dept of Native Hawaiian Health
at our John A. Burns School of Medicine, I left for medical school and graduated from the
University of Pittsburgh with full financial assistance from the Native Hawaiian Health
Scholarship.  I am the first in my family to graduate college and I am extremely humbled to be
here today.

At a young age, I watched my healthy, loving grandmother waste away from colon cancer and
die in pain. This experience stuck with me years later when as a young researcher, I travelled
island to island to hear real patients talk about their care experiences. The system itself is difficult
to navigate, and when one is chronically ill, as many of our patients tend to be, it became evident
to me as a young researcher that there were too many holes in the net for patients to be loss to
follow up. Probably the biggest learning experience for me was following the care journey of
someone from an outer island who needed to see a healthcare provider on Oahu.
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It was also amazing to see each community stepped up with what resources they had to provide as
much as possible for their constituents. I have been very mindful of this as I transitioned back to local
living after medical school. I understand fully that I am here today because my community stepped up
and fought for the program, for the funding, for me and for others like me and for that I am so grateful.

The doctors that I have met and work with in Hilo are exceptionally dedicated people. I have been
impressed time and again at the level of dedication many of these long time physicians have for our
community. One early Sunday morning, I was alongside Dr. Ed Montell, a gastroenterologist who has
been practicing for several decades. He had come in special to scope my patient, we were trying to
see why her hemoglobin kept dropping. “It comes with the territory,” he laughed when I thanked him
for coming in on the weekend. “It’s good for you to reflect on that looking down the road 30 years.”

This resonated with me as I sat for dinner that night with my husband and my 4 year old daughter.
This is important for me - these docs work constantly because there are not enough of them. We
need more than 200 physicians on Hawai’i Island alone and over 800 physicians in this state. This
PCTP program is an opportunity to ease this problem by training more physicians, pharmacists,
nurses, nurse practitioners and psychologists for the State of Hawai'i for generations to come. As we
trainees are immersed in the system and work together, we build relationships that are grounded in
the values of our community- collegiality and teamwork, responsibility, respect and humility, with a
little bit of local style learning and laughter. I look around just at Hilo Medical Center and I see so
much local born talent. I meet applicants to our residency program with real roots and ties to our
islands. They tell me they can’t wait to come home- come home to stay, they say. I want to ask you
to please consider the impact this bill can have for more like me, who want an opportunity to give
back to the community that raised us.

I can tell you first hand that while I am here to serve I have gotten so much more in return. All the
doctors, busy as they are, give us their time to teach and help nurture us; the amazing Hilo Medical
staff that surround us- especially our clinic nurses, Helen, Anne, Tara, Melissa, Michael, Michelle,
and Mary- but all staff investing in us by teaching us and helping us be better providers; and our
community who trust us to care for their family members with the aloha they deserve. I am here
because at some point people like you stood to fund programs that gave me an opportunity I would
not have had without the PCTP, HCOP or the Native Hawaiian Health Scholarship investing in me.
Let others like me give back and also reach back to help others along the pipeline. I stand here today
as proof of the program’s commitment to bringing local kids home.

As one fourth of the first intern class of the Hawaii Island Family Medicine Residency Program, thank
you for, members of this committee, for hearing this bill. Please support the Hawai'i Health Systems
Corporation Primary Care Training Program for the future of a healthy Hawaii.
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