
Norma Tan 
President 

Thelma Ortal 
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ADULT FOSTER HOMECARE 
ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII 

P.O. Box 970092, Waipahu, Hawai'i 96797 

February 13, 2015 

RE: HB600 - Testimony in Strong Support - HSH 3/24/15 - Rm. 016 1 :20 p.m. 

Dear Chair Oakland and Vice Chair Green, and Members of the Committees: 

We strongly support HB600, which allows for two private-pay clients in a Community 
Care Foster Family Home (foster homes) where the two private-pay clients are in a special 
relationship with each other such as a married couple, reciprocal beneficiaries, or siblings. 

Indeed, the heart of the foster home program is the family. We take disadvantaged 
individuals into our home and make them a part of our family. A sense of being part of a 
family is vital to any human being. Although we count our clients as part of our own family 
living in the home where we live, some clients would do even better if they could bring their 
own family into the home. 

Clients who are separated from their own family often suffer severe trauma and depression. 
Outcomes would improve if they were able to live with their own family members like their 
spouse. Imagine being in a loving marriage or relationship for 50 years and then suddenly 
being separated. We want to admit clients who will fit well with our clients for their own 
well-being. 

There is no shortage of beds in foster homes. We have lots of vacancies. Medicaid clients 
will continue to have a place in our homes and will continue to be first priority. The foster 
home program, along with the other long-term care programs, have sufficient space for 
Medicaid clients, but the inflexible rule of having only one private-pay client is often 
detrimental to non-Medicaid clients. 

Private-pay clients need care just as everyone else. They should have a right to remain in 
our home if it is their free choice and the choice of their family. They deserve to be treated 
with dignity and have their choices respected. 

For these reasons, we strongly support HB 600. 

Very truly yours, 

Norma Tan 
President 

AboutAFHA 

The Adult Foster Home Association of Hawaii (AFHA) is the industry trade association of providers under the 
Community Care Foster Family Home program under the Department of Human Services, State of Hawaii. With a 
membership of almost 750 providers, AFHA's mission is to promote the interests of providers as well as resident clients. 
AFHA members provide 24-hour care to resident clients 7 days a week, 365 days a year. 
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Jocelyn Lazo 8084556111 

PETITION STRONGLY SUPPORTING llB600 (2015) ALLOWING NON-MEDICAID 
FAMILIES TO STAY TOGETHER FOR BETTER OUTCOMES 

p.1 

We, the undersigned caregivers and business owners, emphatically urge Chair Chun Oakland and 
the Committee on Human Services to pass HB600 to allow families, specifically married couples to 
stay in the same community foster family home (CCFFH), regardless of whether they are private pay 
or Medicaid if they meet certain conditions. We attest that there are many vacancies among CCFFHs 
in the State. Allowing married couples to stay together will NOT cause a shortage of CCFFHs for 
Medicaid clients. Although some may say this is about money, isn't reasonable that someone who has 
been married or in union with another for 20, 30, 40, or even 60 would want to spend their last days 
with their loved ones. The conditions prescnDed in HB60() prevents people from taking advantage. 

This law was previously the law as authored previously in part by Chair Chwi Oakland, but the law 
was subject to a sunset. We need this law to prevent the heartless separation ofloved ones in their 
most vulnerable time. Mahalo for you consideration. t 
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We, the undersigned caregivers and business owners, emphatically urge Chair Chun Oakland and 
the Committee on Human Services to pass HB600 to allow families, specifically married couples to 
stay in the same community foster family home (CCFFH), regardless of whether they a.re private pay 
or Medicaid if they meet certain conditions. We attest that there are many vacancies among CCFFHs 
in the State. Allowing married couples to stay together will NOT cause a shortage of CCFFHs for 
Medicaid clients. Although some may say this is about money, isn't reasonable that someone who has 
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