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Overall Comments

The Department of Education’s (Department) vision is that our students are educated,
healthy, and joyful lifelong learners who contribute positively to our community and
global society. To achieve this goal, our schools and educators need the proper tools
and resources.

We support initiatives aimed at improving working conditions for teachers and
educational opportunities for students. In 2004, the Legislature established the
“Reinventing Education Act," allowing schools the autonomy and responsibility to
allocate school-based budgets to support school-identified programs and priorities,
whether it be hiring more staff or purchasing supplies and materials. And, it
empowered schools to make the best decisions to fit the needs of its students and
communities.

Over the last decade school funding levels have not kept up with our education costs.
Nevertheless, our public schools have made significant sirides that have not gone
unnoticed by the U.S. Department of Education and other national organizations.
Attendance has improved, students are progressing and achieving more, and more



students are going to college. This is a testament to the dedication of our educators
and students, as well as other community leaders and partners.

The measures before you address many important aspects of education — curriculum,
assessments, staffing, facilities, class size, funding, etc. However, respectfully, the
Department is concerned that the crafted language such as providing specific types of
teachers for schools or a one-size-fits-all approach to instructional time or class size,
detracts from school-level decision making and also circumvents the appropriate
participants and venues for these conversations. Such a proposal would hinder the
progress made by school leadership teams or School Community Councils, the
collective bargaining process, the Board of Education which sets the policy direction for
the Department, and principals and teachers in collaboration with Department
leadership.

We welcome continued support from HSTA and the Legislature for additional resources
for public education as well as the Department’s budget priorities, as set out in the
Executive Budget request. Adequate funding for our students helps to ensure a quality
education that they deserve, and need, to prepare to be contributing members in our
community and global society. Teachers have the most impact in ensuring a quality
education. It's important that they have the support, the right tools, and the best
facilities to thrive in their profession.

We look forward to working with the Committee and other stakeholders to address the
issues raised in these measures.

Specific comments to the parts of the bill are itemized below.

Part . WHOLE CHILD EDUCATION

The Department recognizes the importance of promoting creative thinking, self-directed
learning, and cultural understanding, as well as the impact it has upon children's future
outcomes and the state's economic growth.

Since 1999, the Department has provided "whole child education” through its K-12
standards-based system which includes the General Learner Qutcomes (GLOs). GLOs
are the overarching goals, and content standards in nine areas including fine arts,
social studies, Hawaiian studies, world languages and physical education. Complex
areas and schools have the fiexibility to design class offerings that are best suited to
their community.

Additional funding would support increased opportunities and more diverse offerings for
students.

Given a Board of Education policy for whole child education is already in place, the
Department respectfully finds part | to be unnecessary.

Part Il. SPECIAL EDUCATION
The Department appreciates the intent of Part || to provide each teacher with $1,690 of




discretionary funds for instructional materials and equipment and to add additional
preparation time for special education (SPED) teachers. This additional preparation
time, during which teachers would “not be required to interact with students,” would be
to complete individualized education programs (IEPs) which are required for each
SPED student.

Teachers’ preparation time is subject to collective bargaining. Article VI of the current

HSTA contract and Department regulations include provisions for preparation periods

and that address providing SPED teachers with additional non-student time to work on
IEPs and other related SPED duties.

If this measure is adopted, additional funds would be required to either pay SPED
teachers for the additional 40 plus hours of additional preparation time, or alternatively,
schools would need to establish and hire additional SPED teachers or substitute
teachers to cover the instructional time for SPED teachers during the extra preparation
period. Because Hawaii's SPED teaching positions are "hard-to-fill," as they are
nationwide, creating more positions in order to hire more SPED teachers will not, in the
near term, be a solution.

The Department is not opposed fo the Legislature appropriating funding for $1,690 for
every SPED teacher to purchase additional instructional materials and equipment,
provided that it does not replace or adversely impact priorities as indicated in budget
approved by the Board of Education (Board).

Given that teacher preparation time is included in the collective bargaining agreement,
the Department respectfully does not support Part 1l of this measure.

Part lll. VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

The Department supports the intent of Part lll to expand vocational, technical, and
career pathways programs and welcomes additional funding to support career and
technical programs, provided that it does not replace or adversely impact priorities as
indicated in the budget approved by the Board.

Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs (formally known as Vocational and
Technical Education) are currently offered in 46 public high schools. In school year
2014-2015, 29,356 students were registered in at least one CTE course and 4,453
seniors had completed a CTE program of study. Also, the Department awards Honors
Recognition Certificates for graduates earning Career and Technical Education Honors
or Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Honors.

CTE programs are organized under six Career Pathways: Arts and Communication,
Business, Health Services, Industrial and Engineering Technology, Natural Resources,
and Public and Human Services. The Department currently offers 41 program of study
within the six career pathway framework. Current Board Policy No. 2103 defines
Career and Technical Education.



The Department is committed to improving CTE opportunities for students throughout
the state. The Department respectfully finds the provisions of Part |l of this measure to
be unnecessary, as the intent of this bill is currently being implemented.

Part IV. FACILITIES

The Department welcomes additional funding for heat abatement and energy efficiency
measures. The Department’s Ka Hei program is a comprehensive energy and
sustainability program designed to provide comfortable learning environments for our
students and teachers. One of the key objectives of the program is to reduce costs and
energy consumption at all 256 public schools. The Department has made significant
progress in working toward the goals of Ka Hei and appreciates the support of the
Legislature to further these efforts.

In addition, the Governor announced his plan to air condition 1,000 classrooms by the
end of 2016, and is making available GEMS financing. We appreciate his initiative and
are moving rapidly to execute his proposal.

The Department defers to the Hawaii State Public Charter Schoo! Commission and the
Administration on the provisions relating to tax credits and a special fund for charter
school facilities.

Part V. WEIGHTED STUDENT FORMULA
The Department offers the following comments on this Part;

The bill states "Principals, in consultation with teachers and school community councils,
shall expend moneys provided to the principals' school." Section 302A-1124, HRS
currently defines the role of the school community council and mandates a composition
that includes teachers.

Part VI. LOAN SUBSIDIES AND SALARY STEPS
Loan subsidies can encourage prospective teachers to contemplate careers in special
education, vocational education, technical education, and career pathways.

However, the Department believes this part of the measure may not be necessary.
Federal loan forgiveness is already available for teachers in areas the Department has
designated as “teacher shortage”, including special education, technical and vocational
education.

Furthermore, the program proposed by this part is complex and would be
administratively burdensome given the Department's current systems and staffing. The
Department anticipates the establishment and maintenance of the program would
require substantial resources to fund the incentives and administer the program.

With regard to salary and step increases, these provisions are typically addressed in



the collective bargaining process.

Part VIl. STANDARDIZED TESTING

Statewide standardized tests provide one valuable source of information on student
learning for students, parents, teachers, and educational administrators, but also
informs educators and policy-makers about the progress of the education system.
Standardized testing is an efficient method for reliably and objectively measuring the
academic performance of the over 90,000 students in tested grades and 275 public
schools (Department and charter) across the state. Standardized test scores provide
one consistent measure, although incomplete, of school and student performance.
Thus, all of the Department’s accountability systems — for schools, educators, students
- use multiple measures.

Many provisions in this bill related to testing conflict with federal requirements which are
a condition of receiving federal educational support including Title | funds. Despite the
elimination of No Child Left Behind, its successor, the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA), still requires states to administer a statewide student test and use those test
scores to “meaningfully differentiate” schools and identify the lowest-performing.
Federal requirements for minimum participation of 95% of students continue under
ESSA. And students who have individual needs may receive accommodations on a
test based on their [EP, which is informed by their teachers’ assessment of their needs.
The Department also administers an alternative assessment for students with
significant cognitive disabilities and an exemption for the English Language Arts state
assessment for students with limited English proficiency who are in their first year in a
U.S. school.

The Department understands that instructional time is incredibly valuable for teaching
and learning. The Department is continuously reviewing the tests that are required for
all students to ensure that they are necessary and valuable. Over the last two years,
we have reduced the number of tests that are required. Currently, the number of
standardized tests required by the state is at the federal minimum with the exception of
grade 11 which is being reviewed.

The Department remains cognizant to minimize the burden on students while balancing
the need to support students through measuring achievement and complying with
federal requirements. As such, the Department respectfully suggests that Part VII of
this measure is unnecessary.

Part VIli. EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

The Department supports efforts to provide opportunities for early childhood education
for all of Hawaii's keiki as it is critical that they enter kindergarten ready to learn._
Children deserve the best possible foundation upon which to build success and early
childhood education is integral to this foundation. Children are most successful when
they enter the public school system prepared with the socio-emotional and
pre-academic skills that make them kindergarten-ready.




Part IX. EVALUATIONS
The Department offers the following comments on this Part:

The Department recommends maintaining the existing 302A-638, HRS, which was
established in 1996 and preceded the current evaluation systems which were
negotiated between the State and its unions. The proposed changes should be
bargained, as HSTA has previously testified in response to prior efforts to legislate
aspects of teachers’ evaluations.

The Department supports the intent of the portion of paragraph (a), which requires the
Department to consult with the unions in establishing an evaluation program for
teachers and educational officers (EOs), but notes that proposed language is redundant
with existing statute and practice since a consultation process is already codified in
section 89-9(c), HRS, and in the past, it has consulted, and at times negotiated, HSTA
and HGEA concerns over evaluation programs for teachers and EQOs.

Many provisions of this measure are currently governed by agreements with HSTA and
HGEA.

Part X. CLASSROOM SUPPLIES

The Department supports providing teachers with the resources necessary to help our
students thrive in the classroom. The Department estimates the fiscal impact to be
approximately $11,900,000 per year using the calculation of $1,000 per Full Time
Equivalent (FTE) positions at schoals which total approximately 11,100 classroom
teachers, 200 libraries, and 600 counselors.

Part XI. CLASS SIZE
The Department supports the intent of Part XI, but respectfully opposes it for the
reasons identified below.

Class size is a subject of coliective bargaining and is addressed in the Department’s
contract with HSTA. Article VI, Teaching Conditions and Hours, Section A. 6. of the
current contract states that the employer agrees to maintain the “average statewide
class size ratio of 26.15t0 1."

Moreover, class size is product of school-level decisions by the principal and School
Community Council in budgeting of school funds. Thus, schools are empowered to
select its number of teachers based on its allocation of its student population-based
budget toward personnel. Rather than class size limitations determined by the
Legislature, class size is better addressed by providing additional funding for WSF,
which would allow schools to allocate additional resources towards personnel and thus
reduce class size.



The curen) HSTA contract also provides a process to follow should there be issues in

connection with the class size of individual classrooms. For example, a class size
committee is required, with the authority to hear and investigate class size complaints
and make recommendations to the Superintendent for change. If there is no majority
vote on a decision of the committee, the HSTA may have the matter submitted to
arbitration.

Finally, any change to the class size requirements, including a change from average
statewide ratio to individual classroom maximum, would have significant cost
implications due to the need for more teachers and additional facilities to house
additional classrooms. The Department believes there are other, often less costly,
means to provide students with quality education and to address working conditions for
teachers.

Part XIl. FUNDING
The Department has no position on this measure and defers to the Administration with
regard to the generation of revenues to fund public programs.

Part Xill. TEACHER POSITIONS

The Department supports the intent of Part Xlll. The additional funds would provide the
Department with additional teaching positions to support the programs and needs of our
schools and students. However, this bill prescribes the subject area of teachers to be
funded, and the Department supports schools using their autonomy to determine the
types of positions necessary for their school program and community.
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State Public Charter School Commission

Comments on HB 2733

Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ohno, and members of the Committee:

The State Public Charter Commission appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments

on Hou
approp

se Bill 2733, “Relating to Education,” an omnibus bill proposing a variety of
riations and statutory changes regarding public education in Hawaii. We have comments

on certain provisions only:

Section 2: We believe that requirements for whole child education are intended to apply
only to Department of Education (DOE) schools, as dictating how a public charter school
allocates instructional time would be contrary to chartering principles. We therefore
would request that references to “public” schools be changes in this section to specify
“department” schools.

Section 8: If an appropriation is made for instructional materials and equipment for
teachers certified and licensed to teach in a vocational, technical, or career pathway
program, we request that the amount appropriated factor in any charter school
teachers that would qualify.

Section 10-14: The appropriation for air conditioning states that it is for “all public
elementary school classrooms,” which would include public charter elementary schools,
start-up schools as well as conversion schools. This could be a step toward addressing

1



the longstanding problem of inadequate state support or charter school facilities,
although the need at many start-u charter schools are more basic than air conditioning.

e Section 15: We are grateful for the proposed credit for charter school facility
development, which is based on legislation from two sessions ago, House Bill 2576, HD1,
SD2. While we have concerns about whether the Commission is the appropriate agency
to manage the tax records needed for the proposed program, we support the intent of
another option to try to help address the facilities needs of charter schools.

e Section 16: We are grateful for the proposed appropriation specifically for charter
school facilities needs. We do note that the under state charter school law, the
Legislature is to consider a general fund appropriation and general obligation bond
authority to the Commission for this purpose starting this Session. We would urge that
the restriction on the use of such funds to state-owned property be eliminated.

e Section 25-26: We request that this provision be amended to state specifically that
students who will become public school teachers serving in charter schools also qualify
for the program. This presumably would be the case even without the clarifying
language, but the reminder would be helpful.

e Section 38: We appreciate the specific exclusion of charter schools from this provision.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.
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RELATING TO EDUCATION

House Bill No. 2733 makes changes to Chapter 302A, HRS, Education, by
establishing statutory program requirements and providing various specified and
unspecified appropriations for the Department of Education (DOE) for materials and
equipment for the Special Education and Vocational Education student population, air
conditioning for schools, facility funding for Charter Schools, classroom supplies via a
debit card system, annual step increases for teachers, student loan subsidy program,
early learning, and teachers for the “Whole Child Education” component. The funding
mechanism for these items comes from an increase to the General Excise Tax (GET)
which proposes to increase the GET tax from 4% to 5%, which all taxpayers and
business pay on goods and services in the State of Hawaii.

The Department of Budget and Finance has serious concerns with this bill as
currently drafted and provides the following comments. While we support the general

intent of improving Hawaii’s educational system, we need to carefully assess the

provisions of the bill with respect to revenues (the current resources that exist and the

No. 1 Capitol District Building, 250 S. Hotel Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
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resources proposed in the bill) and expenditures necessary to implement the bill’'s
required provisions in the upcoming fiscal year and beyond.
Concerns include, but are not limited to:

e Unknown costs for the proposed annual step increase for qualified teachers for
FY 17 and beyond.

e Unknown costs related to “fringe benefits” costs for new positions and salary
increases for FY 17 and beyond.

e Unknown costs related to the proposed reduction in class sizes which will result
in the need for more teachers.

e Whether there is sufficient facility capacity to accommodate proposed changes
associated with this bill.

e Unknown costs for next year and out years given the proposed inflation
adjustment relating to the Consumer Price Index.

e Whether there are sufficient instructional hours in the current school year to
comply with the proposed measures.

e Unknown costs for establishing a debit card system for the purchase of
classroom and curriculum supplies.

e Unknown costs or facility capacity to meet the 2020-2021 school year
requirement that the Early Learning Public Pre-Kindergarten Program be
available to all children in the year prior to kindergarten eligibility.

e Unknown what the appropriation of $125,000,000 in FY 2016-17 will be
expended for by the Executive Office on Early Learning.

e Unknown costs relating to the Charter School Commission requirement to
maintain records of taxpayers eligible for tax credits relating to the proposed

Charter School facilities contributions.
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Consequently, as not all of the costs for the aforementioned items are known, we
are unclear if the proposed 25% increase in the GET base from 4% to 5% will cover all
of the total costs required for this measure in the near term and future. Further, there is
a question whether the proposed measure circumvents the collective bargaining
process. Pursuant to Attorney General Opinion 74-6 (related to 889-10, HRS), the
Legislature has the power to pass laws increasing salaries of one unit of State
employees; however, the proposed bill appears to be inconsistent with the collective

bargaining law.
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February 10, 2016

The Honorable Roy M. Takumi, Chair
House Committee on Education
Twenty-Eighth Legislature

State Capitol

State of Hawaii

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Representative Takumi and Members of the Committee:

SUBJECT: HB 2733 — Relating to Education

The State Council on Developmental Disabilities (DD) SUPPORTS THE INTENT
OF HB 2733, specifically the following parts of the bill:

1. PART Il. SECTIONS 3, 4, and 5, Pages 3-7

The purpose of PART Il is to provide support for special education teachers and
students by providing special education teachers with additional preparation time and
funds for instructional materials.

Special education teachers work with students who have a wide range of
emotional, learning, mental, and physical disabilities. Based on the various levels of
students in their class, they adapt education lessons in language, math, reading, and
writing; teach basic skills in communication and literacy; plan, organize, and assign
activities that are specific to each student's abilities; implement and update Individual
Education Plans (IEPs); assess students' performance, and track their progress and
goals throughout the school year. Additional planning and preparation time of 40 hours
per year for teachers to use at their own discretion and funds for instructional materials
would benefit the teacher in implementing IEPs for each student. The potential positive
outcome would be job satisfaction and retention of special education teachers and
increased student achievement in their IEPS.

2. PART lll. SECTIONS 7, 8, and 9, Pages 7-11

The purpose of PART lll is to expand vocational, technical, and career pathway
programs and ensure that secondary school students have the opportunity to participate
in these types of programs.



The Honorable Roy M. Takumi
Page 2
February 10, 2016

The DD Council is responsible for the development and implementation of a
Five-Year State Plan. Our current State Plan (FY 2012-2016) includes two Goals,
“Students with intellectual and developmental disabilities have quality education
outcomes, including vocational and life skills training,” and “People with intellectual and
developmental disabilities will have supports to obtain and sustain their chosen life goal
to prepare students at all educational levels for the transition from high school to adult
life, including employment, self-employment, and/or post-secondary education and
training.” The Council has learned that individuals with DD are not provided with career
pathways within the Department of Education (DOE). They are categorized as a
diploma or certificate track student. The provision of vocational, technical, and career
pathways as described in the bill would benefit students with disabilities in obtaining
vocational and technical training for life after exiting DOE. They would gain skills to
explore opportunities to become competitively employed.

3. PART V. SECTIONS 19 and 20, Pages 21-23

The purpose of Part V is to improve funding and staffing equity in public schools
by: 1) Requiring that weighted student formula funding be increased annually to
account for inflation; 2) Establishing a $1,000,000 baseline funding amount for all public
schools; and 3) Requiring all public schools to have on staff a librarian, technology
coordinator, vice principal, counselor, and special education transition coordinator.

We believe transition coordinators have a significant role in coordinating
transition services for students with a disability. They would work with the student’s
family, and other agencies on supports needed to prepare the student for the transition
from high school to adult life. Furthermore, they would facilitate the transition of school
to post-school activities, such as post-secondary education, adult and continuing
education, vocational education, integrated/supported employment, adult services,
community participation, and independent living.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony supporting the intent of
HB 2733, with regard to the above cited parts and sections of the bill related to special

education and vocational education.

ette K.Y. Cabral, MSW osephine C. Woll
Executive Administrator Chair

Sincerely,
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Feb. 6, 2016
TO: Honorable Chair Takumi and Members of the Education Committee
RE: HB2733 Relating to Education
Support

Americans for Democratic Action is a national organization founded in the 1950s by leading supporters of
the New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s. We are devoted to the promotion of progressive public
policies.

We support HB 2733 as it would provide for a host of programs to improve public education in Hawaii.
Our NAEP scores show that 32% of our students are at or above competency in math at grade 8 compared
to the national average of 34%, and 28% of our students are at or above competency in reading at grade 8
compared to national of 34%. While we are not doing a lot worse than the national average, we still are not
preparing most of our students for a productive future. We can save a lot of taxpayer dollars down the
road in prisons and social services by providing a better education for our young people today. Many
parents know this (as may some of you) and send their students to private school. We have a very high rate
of private school (17 percent by one estimate) enrollment. We need to raise the quality of our public
schools so that fewer parents choose that option and more are satisfied with public school education.

Yet quality costs money. If you take out special education students, the DOE is probably spending about
$7,000 to teach each student. That is way below the figure of our top private schools which spend three
times that or more.

SB2586 would make progress in education by educating the whole child and not just preparing them for a
test, limiting case load of special education teachers who are fleeing their profession in droves, establishing
reasonable maximum class sizes, promoting vocational education for non-college bound, attracting and
retaining quality faculty, and especially promoting public pre-school. Together these reforms can make a
difference. All pieces are important to raising as system much in need of help.

All students deserve a quality education. Our society needs an educated populace for its economy and
democracy. Some say we cannot afford this bill. In the long term, we cannot afford to continue without
these improvements.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

John Bickel
President
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON Execiilbert Holck
EDUCATION

RE: HB 2733 - RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2016

MITZIE HIGA, on behalf of HSTA
HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii State Teachers Association strongly supports HB 2733 with amendments,
relating to education.

This year, HSTA listened.

Teachers are the frontline of education and know best how to improve our schools.
Accordingly, we visited every HSTA chapter in the state, talked to hundreds of teachers,
and polled our members. The same issues were voiced again and again. These issues
became the focus of our Schools Our Keiki Deserve campaign and the omnibus bill that
bears the same name.

We're facing a pressing reality: Hawai'i must improve its schools. Our state ranks dead last
in education funding. We trail all other states in teacher pay adjusted for cost of living. Our
per pupil spending, approximately $12,000, lags behind many other districts, such as
Washington D.C. ($26,000), New York City ($25,000), Boston ($23,000), and even Detroit
($18,000). When adjusted for cost of living, our per-pupil spending is at the proverbial
bottom of the pack, with facilities funding falling far short of our national peers.

At the same time, by many measures, our keiki are struggling. In 2015, we scored last in
the nation on ACT scores, 48th on the 8th grade NAEP reading test, and 46th on the 4th
grade NAEP reading test. In 2009, the last time NAEP tested science, Hawaii scored third
worst in the country. Our mathematics results show promise, but still hover below national
averages.

Investment in education correlates with student success. To quote a 2014 article in
Education Week, “In districts that substantially increased their spending as the result of



court-ordered changes in school finance, low-income children were significantly more likely
to graduate from high school, earn livable wages, and avoid poverty in adulthood.”

In short, we get what we pay for.

And what could be more valuable than our children’s civil rights? The landmark case
Brown v. Board of Education was not only about racial discrimination, but unequal
resources for marginalized students. Yet, when we rank poorly in test scores and funding,
where is the outcry? Hawai’li has an exodus of students fleeing our public schools for their
private counterparts, giving us the highest per-capita private school attendance in the
nation, along with one of the highest pubic school teacher turnover rates. We must not
remain silent.

Problem: What will we do for the child who can’t afford private school or doesn’t have a
qualified teacher in the classroom? Solution: Pass the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act, which
fully funds our public schools, while implementing research-based education reforms that
reflect best educational practices.

SOKD showcases the interrelatedness of education issues. Vocational education, for
example, will never be available to all students wishing to participate in career pathways,
unless we provide more learning time and scheduling flexibility by ending toxic testing. If
we do not improve pay for public school teachers, then we will not have enough vocational
education instructors because the vocations, themselves, often offer better salaries. Putting
forty students into an auto mechanics class, moreover, is both detrimental to learning and
dangerous. Finally, no education initiative—from class size to public preschool to classroom
cooling to recruitment and retention of effective educators—can be successful without proper
funding, which our bill generates at an estimated $750-850 million per year.

That said, while we wholeheartedly endorse passage of this bill, we request two
amendments to align this measure with the requirements of the recently enacted Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). First, in Part VII, Section 29, proposed subsection (b), we
urge you to add the following clause: “...except for the purpose of determining the bottom
five per cent of schools, no more than once every three years.” Second, also in Section 29, we
encourage you to delete proposed subsection (e), since ESSA requires that special needs
students continue to be tested.

While there are many parts to our omnibus proposal, they combine to envisage a school
system based on opportunity, creativity, and equity. To make that vision a reality for our
keiki, please support this bill.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 10:23 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: lamorrison17@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2733 on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM
HB2733

Submitted on: 2/9/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
Lisa Morrison Hawall Statc_a Teachers Support Yes
Association

Comments: Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members, My name is Lisa
Morrison. | am a teacher at Maui Waena Intermediate School on the island of Maui. As
a teacher of 4 years in Hawali'i, | am writing in support of HB2733 The Schools Our Keiki
Deserve Act. Public education in Hawaii has the potential power to democratize and
make our society more equal, fair, and just. The teachers in our public schools think that
public education policy should accordingly be designed, developed, and assessed in as
democratic a fashion as possible. The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act will support this
vision. In this shared preferred future, public schools become a primary site of public
investment, and the resources and facilities available for learning in our public schools
reflect the high value we place on our keiki and future generations. The Schools Our
Keiki Deserve Act will support... Educating the whole child (by ensuring the arts are
provided in every school, along with Hawaiian Studies and cultural and language
programs, and P.E and that these subjects are NOT pushed out by over-testing
policies) Supporting all students (including resources needed for those students with
special needs and English Language Learners) Reducing class sizes (to allow for more
responsive instruction, collaborative learning, individualized, and small group learning
experiences for our students) Providing a robust vocational education path to rewarding
careers, along with a college path Providing quality facilities (not 90+ degree
classrooms!) Properly funding our rural and small schools (these schools should not
have to sacrifice their funding to buy paper all year in order to allow a much needed
librarian or counselor to be placed at their school), Attracting and retaining the best and
brightest teachers (we pay our teachers the LOWEST in the nation, when you consider
the cost of living, this fact is unacceptable. We were short 250 special education
teachers this year! We need competitive salaries to achieve this!) Ending high-stakes
standardized testing (we need to stop the test and punish policies) Supporting public
preschools (that our families desperately need) Putting classroom supplies in teachers
hands (Teachers know best what supplies their students need)! | am especially
concerned about toxic testing, because | see my colleagues, like myself, who love
teaching Language Arts and Math but are fleeing those subjects because they are no
longer allowed to teach but are required to do test prep and use canned curriculum



instead. | am deeply troubled by the fact that Hawaii spends $107 per student each year
on testing, with no value being recouped on that money for students, parents, teachers
or our community. All of these points are inter-related and support each other in
providing the quality public schools that ALL of our keiki deserve. We hope we may
count on you for your support. Our keiki need you! Thank you for your time, Lisa
Morrison Student Activities Coordinator Maui Waena Intermediate School

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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TESTIMONY FOR HOUSE BILL 2733, RELATING TO EDUCATION

House Committee on Education
Hon. Roy M. Takumi, Chair
Hon. Takashi Ohno, Vice Chair

Wednesday, February 10, 2016, 2:00 PM
State Capitol, Conference Room 309

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members:
I am Kris Coffield, representing IMUAIlliance, a nonpartisan political

advocacy organization that currently boasts over 350 members. On behalf of our
members, we offer this testimony in strong support of House Bill 2733, relating to

education.

Learning matters, as Sen. Jill Tokuda once proclaimed from the Senate floor,
after her colleagues voted to recommit a bill mandating high-stakes teacher
evaluations. She was right. Yet, judging by the disconnect between the Hawaii
State Department of Education and local teachers, the state and its educators
remain sharply divided on what “matters” means.

For the state, what matters is demonstrable improvement in student
achievement. Compelled by federal standardization initiatives, like the recently
lapsed Race to the Top program, local education officials seek reforms that will
immediately boost learning growth. By many metrics, Hawaii students are
struggling. In 2015, they scored last in the nation on ACT scores, 48th on the 8th
grade NAEP reading test, and 46th on the 4th grade NAEP reading test. In 2009,
the last time NAEP tested science, Hawaii scored third worst in the country,
lagging well below national averages.

Teachers and their union, the Hawaii State Teachers Association, on the
other hand, are skeptical of reform efforts that impugn working conditions and
collective bargaining. Just a few years removed from a unilaterally imposed “last,
best, final offer,” teachers are justifiably worried that their professional input is
being marginalized. Moreover, many educators feel that Hawaii's $75 million Race
]



to the Top grant was overhyped, since approximately $35 million of RTTT funds are
targeted for design and implementation of a new “educator effectiveness system”
that, in practice ties teacher pay and reemployment rights to toxic levels of
standardized testing.

Conversations about education policy, at this point, should turn from what's
been done to what happens next. Rather than rehash old debates, stakeholders
should ask themselves the following question: How can we overcome political
intransigence to build a better school system? The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act
and its accompanying legislative package is a comprehensive and sensible answer to
that question. Drafted after HSTA leaders went on a “listening tour” to hear
teachers’ concerns, these bills attempt nothing less than an education revolution, in
which schools are fully funded, classrooms are cooled, teachers are compensated
competitively, arts and cultural lessons amplify core content, class sizes are lowered
to manageable levels, early childhood education is offered statewide, toxic testing is
minimized, evaluations are made fair, fiscal equity is established, vocational and
career pathway programming is advanced to combat a lack of college affordability,
special education teachers supported, and professional respect is restored.

We are especially supportive of SOKD’s following objectives:

End toxic testing: The overuse of standardized tests in Hawai'i's schools has
become an epidemic. Rather than focus on student learning, our schools devote
increasing amounts of time to “test and punish” frameworks, in which critical
thinking and applied knowledge are replaced with rote test-taking skills that
adversely impact a teacher's or schools’ statistical assessment. According to the
American Federation of Teachers report “Testing More, Teaching Less: What
America's Obsession with Student Testing Costs in Money and Lost Instructional
Time,” test preparation and testing in heavily tested districts can absorb up to a
month and a half of school time. The grade-by-grade analysis found that students
spend from 60 to more than 110 hours per year on test preparation, at an estimated
cost per pupil of $700 to $1,000 in heavily tested grades. At the same time,
abandoning so-called “toxic testing” could add 20 to 40 minutes of daily
instructional time to secondary school grades, according to the report, with
hundreds of dollars per student—and millions of dollars overall-reallocated to the
purchase of instructional programs, school technology, infrastructure upgrades, and
teacher pay increases.

Make no mistake, when we discuss standardized tests, we're talking about
the Common Cor(porat)e State Standards Initiative, a set of corporatized standards
|
|
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that were foisted upon teachers and children across the nation without prior field
testing. Developed by an organization called Achieve and the National Governors
Association, and funded by the Gates Foundation, the standards were crafted with
minimal public input. Under the Obama Administration's Race to the Top grant
program, states were effectively told that if they did not adopt the Common Core,
they would not be eligible to receive a portion of the program's $4.35 billion in grant
money. As education policy expert Diane Ravitch has said, “Federal law prohibits
the U.S. Department of Education from prescribing curriculum, but in this case the
Department figured out a clever way to avoid the letter of the law.” The result? A
precipitous decline in test scores based on Common Core's arbitrary cut scores, a
lack of critical thinking development based on Common Core's arbitrary pedagogical
instructional time ratios, disproportionate harm caused to English Language
Learners and low-income students, further elimination of arts education, and
parents and students across the nation joining the United Opt Out movement
against the Smarter Balanced Assessment associated with Common Core, with
students—including those in Hawai’'i—literally “opting out” of toxic high-stakes tests.
Even the Gates Foundation, the alchemists responsible for the Common Core
monstrosity, are backpedaling on their Frankensteinian experiment, calling for a
two-year moratorium on linking Common Core to teacher evaluations and their
related “value-added method” of measuring performance.

Fully fund our schools: In comparison to school districts of similar size and
demographic composition, Hawai‘l, ranks 227th in per-pupil funding before
adjusting for cost of living, at $11,823 per child. Washington D.C., New York City,
Boston, Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati school districts, for example, spend nearly twice
as much as Hawai’l per pupil, at well over $22,000 to over $26,000 per student.
Similarly, local private schools, discounting Catholic institutions, spend nearly
$19,173 dollars per student, with Punahou President Jim Scott revealing, in 2014,
“The real cost of our education per student is $26,000,” owing to the school’s then-
total endowment of $235 million and fundraising operations of $12-$15 million
annually.

Raising the general excise tax by one percent and dedicating generated
revenue wholly to education makes sense. A one-percent GET hike would garner
over $750 million each year for local schools, which could be used to fund public
preschool ($125 million per year), provide comprehensive classroom cooling ($100
million or less in total, per the most recent departmental estimates), “true up”
teacher step raises with earned classification (approximately $73 million in total),
provide class materials to special education teachers ($3,750,000 annually), give
|



debit cards for supplies to educators statewide ($6,500,000 per year), expand arts
and vocational education, lower class sizes, and, at long last, pay teachers the
salaries they deserve. According to a WalletHub study, Hawai’i ranked 51st out of
fifty states and the District of Colombia for starting and median teacher pay
adjusted for cost of living. When teachers clamor for better pay, they're not being
greedy. On the contrary, they're fighting for the professional stability necessary to
retain highly effective educators and recruit new teachers into chronically
understaffed schools. If teachers are the most important factor in determining
scholastic success, then the state should compensate them accordingly,
competitively, and professionally.

Eliminate high stakes evaluations: As a condition of receiving RTTT
funds, Hawai'i agreed to implement high-stakes teacher evaluations, in which

b1

teachers’ “effectiveness” would be tied to student learning growth and, in turn, used
to determine pay raises and reemployment rights. In practice, however, the DOE’s
“educator effectiveness system” has been devastating. Year after year, HSTA polling
shows that a large majority of teachers feel that their work time is besieged by the
evaluation system, which they find inadequately explained, lacking administrative
support, and unfair. Moreover, 50 percent of the “student growth percentile” score
used in EES ratings is based on standardized test scores, marrying instruction to
toxic levels of standardized that undermine critical thinking and are academically

inconsequential for students.

Evaluations are also subjective and overburdening for school administrators,
as demonstrated by the number of teachers appealing their results. Appeals are
most commonly made on procedural grounds, as administrators frequently fail to
perform evaluation component or, in some, complete the evaluations at all (notably,
some administrators have attempted to withhold pay increases for teachers whose
evaluations they failed to complete, in violation of state law and the HSTA-BOE
Master Agreement). While the evaluation system has been “improved” through
annual discussions among stakeholders—for instance, by eliminating student survey
data as a high-stakes evaluation component and allowing “effective” teachers to
skip some components during the following school year—the classroom climate
produced by test-driven evaluations continues to erode teacher morale and
academic freedom, replacing educator flexibility with profitmaking education
consulting “expertise.”

___________________________________________________________________________________________]
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Lowering class sizes: Class size is a social justice issue. Research conducted
by the Institute of Education Sciences, within the U.S. Department of Education,
concluded that “class size reduction is one of only four evidence-based reforms that
have been proven to increase student achievement.” Experiments in Tennessee,
Wisconsin, and other states, moreover, have demonstrated that students in smaller
classes have higher academic achievement, receive better grades, and exhibit
improved attendance. Students benefiting most from smaller class sizes are from
poor and minority backgrounds, experiencing twice the achievement gains of their
peers. A study commissioned by the U.S. Department of Education analyzed the
achievement of students in 2,561 schools across the nation by their performance on
the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) exams. After controlling
for student background, the only objective factor that correlated with higher test
scores was class size.

Smaller class sizes allow for individualized instruction, while also improving
student engagement. Additionally, we note that the DOE’s student-teacher ratios
reflect the total number of students enrolled at a school divided by the total number
of teachers employed, including non-classroom “resource teachers,” registrars,
librarians, curriculum  coordinators, curriculum coaches, counselors,
communications specialists, technology coordinators, and more. Although Board of
Education Policy 2237 establishes a class size limit for grades K-2 of 25 students in
Hawai’i, there is no clear limit established for higher grade levels. Teachers can
often be found with rosters that include 40-50 students, therefore, with some total
secondary school workloads exceeding 200 students (particularly at schools where
teachers manage six periods). The class size limits suggested in this bill follow the
recommended class sizes outlined in BOE Policy 2237, with the lower limits for
special needs students and English language learners following best educational
practices nationwide. Reducing class size will boost achievement, improve
attendance, and foster a sense of community, and reduce unproductive behaviors,
providing students and teachers alike with a better learning environment.

At the end of the day, this bill isn’t about one idea. It isn’t about money. It’s
about respect for the teachers who provide the sign and signal of our society’s
audacious future. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this bill.

Sincerely,

Kris Coffield
Executive Director
IMUAlliance

___________________________________________________________________________________________]
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February 9, 2016

Senator Michelle N. Kidani

Chair, Senate Education Committee
Representative Roy M. Takumi
Chair, House Education Committee

Dear Senator Kidani and Representative Takumi:

Parents for Public Schools of Hawai‘i (PPSHI) has received comments from families whose children
are in public schools across our State about what they love about their schools and their concerns.
The message is clear that what they appreciate most about education is their child’s teacher. And yet,
our State does not adequately compensate teachers for the hard work that they do. On behalf of the
board of PPSHI, I am submitting this testimony in support of SB 2586 and HB 2733 that would
provide funding for increased teacher pay and other issues of importance to families across the State.

Our teachers are education’s greatest resource. Families acknowledge that teachers are the key to
our children’s success. We must be able to recruit and retain teachers who are caring, well prepared,
and hold high expectations for all children. Teachers are professionals and should not need to work
second jobs and live paycheck to paycheck. If we would like to attract the best teachers and retain
them in the profession, they need to be adequately compensated.

It is time to end excessive testing and refocus education on the whole child. Families value music,
the arts, PE, and social studies education. These subjects are crucial for the development of children’s
healthy and creative development. Families want schools to put these neglected areas back into public
education. They are very concerned that there has been little time in the school day for these
“untested” domains that nurture the development of whole child. The rigid climate of excessive
testing that has pervaded our public education system has changed education for students, teachers,
and families. All children deserve an education that nurtures every facet of their life, one that engages
them in interesting curriculum that exposes them to new, exciting, and creative arenas. PPSHI
supports SB 2586 and HB 2733 because it will shift attention away from the excessive standardized
testing and put more time and resources into these other important areas.

We need universal public preschools. PPSHI has received responses from members across the State
in strong support of universal prekindergarten for Hawaii’s keiki, which is a component of SB 2586
and HB 2733. Studies consistently indicate that a quality preschool promotes cognitive, social, and
emotional development, which prepares children to enter kindergarten and succeed throughout their
lives. Public preschools will ensure equity and access to all families. Public schools accept all
children, they are accessible to all children, they have licensed teachers, and they are required to
make accommodations for children with disabilities while private schools do not.

In conclusion, PPSHI strongly urges your support of SB 2586 and HB 2733. This is our greatest
opportunity to support and promote education of all Hawai‘i’s keiki in ways that will significantly
influence their lives. These bills can positively affect the lives of thousands of children and their
families in our State for many generations to come. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Aloha,

oy

Lois Yamauchi, PhD

President, Parents for Public Schools of Hawai‘i

Parents for Public Schools Hawaii (PPSHI) is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) volunteer organization of parents,

community members, and educators working to improve and support public education through family
engagement. We are committed to ensuring all children in Hawai'i have access to a quality public education.
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House Committee on Education
2:00 p.m.

February 10, 2016

State Capitol Room 309

HB 2733 Relating to Education

Hawai'i Association for the Education of Young Children (HAEYC) has more than
800 members statewide. Our mission is to promote, support, and expand quality
and professionalism in early childhood programs and services for Hawaii’s

children (0-8) and their families.

HAEYC supports HB 2733 which, among other provisions, makes public

prekindergarten available to all children.

HAEYC supports efforts to help assure that all keiki and their ‘ohana have

equitable access to important early childhood services, care, and education.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Our mission is to promote, support, and expand quality and professionalism in early childhood programs and services
for Hawai’i’s young children (B-8) and their families.
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House Committee on Education

Time: 2:00 p.m.
Date: February 10, 2016
Where: State Capitol Room 309

TESTIMONY
By Ka‘ano‘i Walk
Kamehameha Schools

To: Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ohno and Members of the Committee
RE:  HB 2733 Relating to Education

E ka Luna Ho‘omalu Takumi, ka Hope Luna Ho‘omalu Ohno a me na Lala o na Komike Ho‘ona‘auao 0
ka Hale o na Lunamaka'ainana, aloha! My name is Ka‘ano‘i Walk and I serve as the Senior Policy
Analyst of the Community Education Division of Kamehameha Schools.

HB 2733 relating to education is an omnibus bill which among other provisions makes prekindergarten
available to all children in the year prior to their eligibility for kindergarten. We are writing in support of
this measure.

Founded in 1887, Kamehameha Schools is a statewide educational system supported by a trust endowed
by Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, whose mission is to improve the capability and well-being of Native
Hawaiian learners. Hawaiian learners. Hawaiian learners. We serve K-12 students through campus
programs on O‘ahu, Hawai‘i and Maui, and three-and-four-year-olds at preschool sites statewide. In
2004, our Early Childhood Education division also began serving keiki from birth to three years old, as
part of its Hi‘ilani Early Childhood Collaborative program. We also provide scholarships to keiki
attending other preschools and provide funding for child-family interaction programs that have filled a
great need in rural communities.

Since its inception more than 20 years ago, the Kamehameha Schools Early Childhood Education
Division has provided more than 11,000 keiki with their first preschool experience. Early childhood
education and parental support is the cornerstone of our Education Strategic Plan adopted in 2005, which
seeks to foster long-term intergenerational change in the way Native Hawaiian families approach
learning. Research demonstrates that early education is a key factor in lifelong success for all children,
and we strongly urge the legislature to promote, enhance and support the efforts of the State of Hawai‘i to
appropriately address the needs of Hawai‘i’s pre-kindergarten children.

We are committed to continuing to engage in dialog around education policies and proposals and strive to
contribute in a positive and meaningful way. ‘A‘ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia. No task is too large when we all
work together! Please advance this measure. Mahalo nui.



Jenna Takenouchi

From: rexann dubiel <dubieldesign@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 07, 2016 2:46 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony for HB 2733 (February 10, 2:00pm)

Do your civic duty,
support the HSTA Omnibus bill, HB 2733.

Provide for those students who are unable to attend private school because their parents can't afford it, unlike
YOUR CHILDREN.

Rexann Dubiel
Veteran Teacher Grade 3
Sunset Beach Elem.

Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a hardworking educator, | strongly support this
bill because I know firsthand how it will boost quality teaching and student learning.

In Hawai’i today, class sizes sometimes exceed forty or fifty students. Classroom temperatures have reached as
high as 108 degrees. Curriculum is poisoned by a toxic amount of standardized testing. Arts, vocational, and
special education instruction is neglected. Teachers are besieged by a burdensome evaluation system and, in
turn, receive the lowest pay in the nation.

We, the teachers, deserve better. Please support professional pay for educators, an end to toxic testing, smaller
class sizes, cooler classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and special education, and an end to unfair
evaluations. In doing so, you will not only help teachers, but the students who will forge the future of our island
home.

Please support this bill.

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device



Testimony for Support of HB 2733
Committee on Education
Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

My name is Noah Fujita. | am a freshman student at Mililani High School and |
do support Part 1X of Senate Bill 2586. When teachers do not stay as teachers it is not
good for the schools, or the kids.

Part 1X is about teacher recruitment and retention, or basically that more than half
of new teachers leave or quit before the completion of five years of service. And only
50%-60% stay in their schools each year, and kids have to deal with substitutes until
another permanent teacher fills in their spot. Also, that teachers should get a raise for
every year's service as a teacher because Hawaii ranks 51st out of 50 states in teachers
median salary, which is bad. A teacher who worked at Waipahu High School moved to
Oregon, and “At the Oregon public school where he got hired, his salary is $5,000 more
per year than it was in the islands — and it goes a lot further.” Also, another teacher was
impoverished when he moved to D.C. and “This year he is teaching in a Washington,
D.C.-area school district where he makes about 30 percent more than he did in Hawaii”
(Wong 2013).

I never had any personal experiences with teachers moving around, people
leaving all the time. But without people who stayed for me | would never have anything
good, the clubs I am in (Interact Club, and Marching Band) are all from people who
stayed. All the things that Mililani High School has is because people stayed, the
Marching Band is from when the school was created, and people stayed and stayed, and
now it is one of the best in the state. | may have never had any experiences with teachers
leaving me, but | know what good things can come out of it if teachers do stay. This is
why with this bill, the schools, and children will be better with the more experienced
teachers if they stay.

Sincerely,
Noah Fujita



Testimony : HB 2733 for Education hearing on Part I'V.
Honor Chair Takumi and committee members.

My name is Andrew Monfort and I am a freshman from Mililani High School. I support
this legislation because Part IV support the ways in which vocational, technical and career
pathway provides skills for all public high school for all secondary students. The purpose of this
part is to “expand vocational, technical, and career pathway programs by ensuring that all public
high schools provide secondary school students with access to vocational, technical, and career
pathway programs.” This bill gives the important skills for the students to use throughout their
life.

Mililani High School has allowed me to be in one of these Vocational programs, IET
pathcore which gives everyone in the class the skills to use tools to create a objects. All students
should have the chance of obtaining the important skills that s/he could use in their life to use a
certain tool such as a drill, saw, screwdrivers and many other tools. All Public High schools
should provide secondary students with the opportunity to participate in a vocational, technical,
and career pathway program to obtain all skills that are teached in the program for them to obtain
a stronger education.

Sincerely,
Andrew Monfort



Testimony for: Support for HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

My name is Kylie Jones, I am a freshman in Highschool, and I support bill HB2733. I
agree with this bill, as a student in Mililani High School. The classrooms we learn in are being
neglected, and as a result, we are working in 65 year old classrooms. Section V is about the
facilities in our schools, and the monumental need for modernization of our classrooms. Many
classrooms fail to have proper air conditioning, so student have to try to learn in classrooms that
can reach and sustain 100 degrees. At this point, the cost of installing AC in all of the schools,
and updating the infrastructure is $140,000,000. I support this legislation because in classrooms
all around Hawaii, student learning is being negatively affected because of the lack of modern
facilities.

In my own classrooms, I have felt my clothing cling to my body and I have heard the
violent buzzing of more than 5 fans attempt to cut the heat in my classroom. This Hell was in the
7th grade. Now that I am a freshman, I have seen very little change since then. I am lucky
enough to have my PE and my Civics classroom air conditioned, however, I still have to spend
hot days suffering in every other class that [ have. A few years back, I visited Punahou High
School, and experienced what I thought was a luxury. Well kept facilities, air conditioning, and
open classrooms, things that are actually normal in other states. Our classrooms will never get
better unless something is done, we are no longer living in the past, let’s act like it. Please
support this bill for our schools, for our education, and for our students.

Sincerely,
Kylie Jones



Testimony for: Support of HB 2733
Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Honorable Chair Takumi and Committee members,

My name is Gavin Lee. | am a freshman at Mililani High School and | do support part
VIl of HB 2733. The standardized tests in the public school system is a waste of resources.
Students should opt out of these tests. Teachers are spending more time on test prep then
teaching their subjects. Huge companies make tons of money selling the tests and test supplies.
The DOE has stated that it “More complex problems and challenge them to support their answers
with explanations and evidence.” In Hawaii it's called the SBAC. Its part of the common core
standard, a way for kids all over the USA to learn the same educational topics. It doesn’t help us
in any way.

Since being in public school we’ve have multiple tests in the past years. Examples of
these test are HSA, SBAC, and the Renaissance test. These tests were challenging because we
had to use everything we learned to solve the test. But tests like SBAC is unfair because we
don’t know what some things are because we didn't learn them at the time. The HSA was good
because it tested the actual things we learned in that school. | was privileged to have good
elementary school, Mililani Mauka. We learned to take notes and solve work.Thanks to the
testing of the SBAC the DOE has made school that much harder.

Sincerely,
Gavin Lee



Testimony For: Support of HB 2733

Senate on Education Hearing

Wednesday, Friday 10, 2016

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

As a sophomore at Mililani High School, I find it hard to believe that the hard working
special education teachers have to deal with meeting federal requirements as well as taking care
of their students. Due to the lack of funding in the special education system, teachers are left in
the dust trying to maintain a decent environment for the kids with special needs to learn.

As a state, we are slowly slipping through the cracks when it comes to meeting federal
requirements. In 2005, Hawaii went from being in the top nine for meeting federal requirements
then dropped to the 27 ranked as “needs improvement” two years in a row. Hawaii teachers are
‘highly qualified’ but, we are still failing to meet the requirements from the government.

Special education students were tested in 2004-05 and on average they were 21% lower
than general education students then, in 2015-16 special education students averaged 48.8%
lower on tests. Special Education students should not be tested in comparison to general
education students. You are asking those who are mentally incapable of completing simple tasks
to do proficient on a test that some general education students struggle to exceed on. Then, you
use those statistics to determine if the special needs teachers are meeting requirements. The real
problem is not funding, it is how you evaluate the children.

In 8th grade, I had a special needs student in one of my science classes. Seeing how they
struggled to pick up on the material really broke my heart. The teacher did her best to slow down
the pace of class for that one specific student but, then it hurt the other children’s learning
because they were trying to learn new material. The teachers did their best to work with this
student on the side but, she still did not understand it. She began to get frustrated and she
eventually broke down. Putting so much pressure on the special needs kids often have a bitter
outcome. Funding is only the beginning of the problem. There are still other issues that need to
be addressed.

More funding for special needs students should not stop. We just need to understand that
funding is not the only problem that needs to be solved.

Sincerely,
Sydney K. Aea



Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a hardworking educator, |
strongly support this bill because I know firsthand how it will boost quality teaching and student
learning. In Hawai’i today, class sizes sometimes exceed forty or fifty students. Classroom
temperatures have reached as high as 108 degrees. Curriculum is poisoned by a toxic amount of
standardized testing. Arts, vocational, and special education instruction is neglected. Teachers
are besieged by a burdensome evaluation system and, in turn, receive the lowest pay in the
nation. We, the teachers, deserve better. Please support professional pay for educators, an end to
toxic testing, smaller class sizes, cooler classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and special
education, and an end to unfair evaluations. In doing so, you will not only help teachers, but the
students who will forge the future of our island home.

Please support this bill,

Amanda Seymore

Aliamanu Middle School

Special Education Math

Special Education Department Chairpe

Aloha,

Thank you for taking the time to read my personal testimony. | am in my 5th year teaching and
5th year living on the beautiful island of O’ahu. | am currently teaching at Aliamanu Middle
School in the Central District, Radford Complex. | am a Special Education Math Resource
Teacher and | teach a total of 35 students and | am the Department Chairperson for the Special
Education Department. Being the Chairperson doesn’t only put me in charge of my teachers
but it is my responsibility to ensure that the students with special heeds are receiving the best
education that my teachers are able to provide.

My entire career | have heard from other teachers, that have years of experience, talk about the
1690. That is the $1,690 that special education teachers were reimbursed when buying
supplies. I've used my own personal money to buy supplies for my students, not for

myself. Our students need supplies and many of their families do not have the funds to send
their child with a backpack, pencils, notebooks, and etc. We have students with special needs
that require additional technology assistance devices that a school is unable to purchase that is
not part of their IEP but it is a device that helps support a child’s education.

Additional funding is needed for students with special needs so that they can receive the
education they deserve. The Schools our Keiki Deserves is the omnibus bill that HSTA wrote
based on what they heard from TEACHERS. This bill is NOT for the teachers, it is for our
students.

Thank you for taking the time to read this personal testimony.
Amanda Seymore

Aliamanu Middle School

Special Education Teacher

Aloha,
Thank you for taking the time to read my personal testimony. | am in my 5th year teaching and
5th year living on the beautiful island of O’ahu. | am currently teaching at Aliamanu Middle



School in the Central District, Radford Complex. | am a Special Education Math Resource
Teacher and | teach a total of 35 students and | am the Department Chairperson for the Special
Education Department. Being the Chairperson doesn’t only put me in charge of my teachers
but it is my responsibility to ensure that the students with special needs are receiving the best
education that my teachers are able to provide.

Educating the whole child is particular important to me. | believe that if the nation, the NATION,
is trying to push for healthy lunches and the PLAY 60 initiative, that our schools in the state of
Hawai’i should all have a physical education department. Our students need to be able to be
given the time to go outside and exercise. Students with special needs, many of them have an
extensive amount of energy that needs to be released in a healthy way.

In December, my school made the news because my principal said that the PE department
would be cut. The teachers at my school, including myself, was extremely upset that a decision
to that magnitude was made without going through the School Community Council. When our
students found out, one of them went to the media to bring it to the public’s attention Because
of her bravery and love to become a Physical Education Teacher, the decision has been
revoked. However, we are one of the few schools that has physical education for our students.

The Keiki that live in the state of Hawai'i need and deserve to have physical education in their
schools. Please support the omnibus bill, the Schools our Keiki Deserve to support the keiki
that is our future.

Mabhalo,

Amanda Seymore
Aliamanu Middle

Special Education Teacher



To Whom It May Concern,

Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a hardworking educator, |
strongly support this bill because I know firsthand how it will boost quality teaching and
student learning.

My current class sizes are over thirty teenage students in a room. The building in Hilo was
built in the 1920’s and designed for students many generations ago. Our school is
currently on the list again, for the third time, to have a new building built. Architects and
engineers come in, have conversations, create plans and nothing ever happens. It has been
thirty years of this same cycle. They condemn the second floor of the main building but
because of the need for more classrooms they reopen it. The way the building is oriented
95% of the building does not feel any of the trade winds and many roast in the afternoon
sun. As part of an interdisciplinary science and social studies experiment students measured
and came up with cooling alternatives. They then converted that information into a letter to
our state legislators. Classroom temperatures around the school from July to December of
2015 were in the mid to high 80’s and for 30 school days reached into the low to mid

90’s. No amount of fans can make learning tolerable let alone enjoyable or meaningful.

Curriculum is poisoned by a toxic amount of standardized testing. The sheer number of
exams that students are taking, especially at the secondary level, takes away time, creativity
and enjoyment of learning. Over testing students creates an atmosphere of dread and
adversely affects their view of school in a negative way.

Arts, vocational, and special education instruction is neglected. Teachers are besieged by a
burdensome evaluation system and, in turn, receive the lowest pay in the nation. We have
had the current pay scale since the 90’s and a class VII from at least 1975. It is time that
the legislature compensate teachers and pay them a fair wage adjusting for inflation
especially considering Hawaii’s high cost of living. Not only should teachers be
adequately compensated but schools themselves also need to be fully funded. Many
teachers pay for school supplies out of their own pockets. | have spent over $1500 in this
school year alone. My school is 90% free and reduced, the students cannot always afford
the basic supplies. Do we ask police officers to purchase their own guns and bullets? Ask
firefighters to purchase their own axes? Does the paramedic ask the rider if they brought
their own saline solution? The answer is a resounding no, so why is it okay for teachers in
Hawaii to buy their own supplies? For society to flourish the needs of the whole child must



be addressed, in a school that is designed for this century and where everyone is adequately
funded.

We, the teachers, deserve better. Please support professional pay for educators, an end to
toxic testing, smaller class sizes, cooler classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and special
education, and an end to unfair evaluations. In doing so, you will not only help teachers,
but the students who will forge the future of our island home.

Please support this bill.
Sincerely,

Aaron Kubo



Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a hard-working educator for the past 20
years, | find myself struggling financially on my salary. Teachers deserve to get a pay increase to keep up
with the cost of living here in Hawaii. Working at a K-12 school on Lanai, we need a lot of funding to
successfully run a school efficiently just like any other school on Oahu; therefore, I'd like your support on
Act 51. In addition, we need to get rid of toxic testing so that students can concentrate on getting a well-
rounded education as well as getting rid of teacher evaluation which is unfair and demoralizing.

Please support this bill for the betterment of both students and teachers.
Sincerely,

Romeo Eleno
Lanai High & Elementary School



Testimony for House Education Committee Hearing
February 10, 2016

2:00 PM
My name is Ann Anusewicz. | am writing to urge you to support HB 2733.

The Schools Our Keiki Deserve bill contains research-based proposals to strengthen education in Hawaii
public schools. This is my 30th year as a public school teacher in Hawaii, so | know firsthand how this bill
can create the public schools our students need. It will provide for positive learning environments for our
students by reducing class size, improving facilities, ending over-testing, and expanding vocational and
career pathway programs.

The Schools Our Keiki Deserve bill will also help to recruit and retain highly qualified teachers by
providing for professional pay for educators, and ending unfair evaluations.

The Schools Our Keiki Deserve bill will also strengthen early childhood education. As a Kindergarten
teacher at Kihei Elementary School, | understand the importance of preschool education. Preschool is a
means to get our students on the road to academic and social success. The Junior Kindergarten program
is no longer available for our students. It's time to give children access to preschool regardless of socio-
economic background. Let's support public prekindergarten for all children.

Please support HB2733. Thank you for your time.

Ann Anusewicz



Aloha,

Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a hardworking educator, |
strongly support this bill because I know firsthand how it will boost quality teaching and student
learning.

In Hawai’i today, class sizes sometimes exceed forty or fifty students. Classroom temperatures
have reached as high as 108 degrees. As a teacher at James Campbell High School in Ewa
Beach, | am aware of a math class that consists of 52 students, and have experienced firsthand
how hard it is to function in a room with a temperature of over 100 degrees. Curriculum is
poisoned by a toxic amount of standardized testing. Arts, vocational, and special education
instruction is neglected. Teachers are besieged by a burdensome evaluation system and, in turn,
receive the lowest pay in the nation.

Please ask yourself how you would feel as a licensed professional to have to prove your
worthiness over and over again, even though you hold an advanced degree and have gone
through the process of proving your worth by becoming licensed through an arduous process of
testing your knowledge, completing a rigorous program of student teaching, and enduring
numerous background checks. Please consider how you would feel if you spent your own
money on your public school students at the expense of your own children.

These two things, among many others, are what | experience year after year. Yet | know that my
students, the future leaders, workers, and citizens of Hawai'i, need a teacher like me who
believes in them and sees THEIR worth, while the system that employs me and expects me to
prepare them for the future, fails to see MY worth.

We, the teachers, deserve better, because the students of Hawai'i deserve the BEST. Please
support professional pay for educators, an end to toxic testing, smaller class sizes, cooler
classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and special education, and an end to unfair evaluations.
In doing so, you will not only help teachers, but the students who will forge the future of our
island home.

Please support this bill.
Sincerely,
Lindsay Fassett

Teacher
James Campbell High School



Mahalo for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act! As a public school teacher, | strongly
support this bill, because I know firsthand how it will boost quality teaching and student
learning. And as a parent of an elementary student in our public school system, | am specifically
concerned about the amount of educational time that is being wasted on standardized testing. The
tests themselves, along with the monthly practice tests, interim/mid-year tests, and endless test
preparation are destroying our children's educational opportunities.

In Hawai’i today, class sizes sometimes exceed forty or fifty students. Classroom temperatures
have reached as high as 108 degrees. Curriculum is poisoned by a toxic amount of standardized
testing. Arts, vocational, and special education instruction is neglected. Teachers are besieged by
a burdensome evaluation system and, in turn, receive the lowest pay in the nation.

Teachers, students, and parents deserve better. Please support professional pay for educators, an
end to toxic testing, smaller class sizes, cooler classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and
special education, and an end to unfair evaluations. In doing so, you will not only help teachers,
but the students who will forge the future of our island home.

Please support this bill!

- Mike Landes
Kihei, HI



Mahalo for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As an 18 year-veteran teacher
in the Hawaii DOE, | strongly support this bill because | know firsthand how it will raise
the quality of our schools, teaching and student learning.

Last year, | taught 5 classes of 7th grade English where the class sizes averaged 33-35
students per class . How many of you have experience raising a few 12 -13 year-olds at
one time? Easy? Try managing and teaching 35 of them. And then multiply that by 5.

Because of the large class sizes, | felt like school had become a factory, and found
myself becoming more of a class manager than an inspiring educator that develops
healthy school relations with my students. There was no time for getting to know my
students, there was no time to differentiate because managing the class became the
business of the day. And grading homework? Do the math: 34 students x 5 classes
equals 170 students. Spending 5 minutes per 170 students, assessing their homework
equals 850 minutes = 14 hours. 14 hours to spend 5 minutes on grading one
assignment. Can you see the reality?

TEachers don't live at school, they have families, they help their own children with
homework, cook, clean, coach, surf etc. They chill when needed, big time. They‘re your
neighbor, your relatives, your siblings, and they are realizing they have skills that most
organizations would appreciate, big time.

Last year 4th quarter, | spent 10 days teaching my regular curriculum. The rest of the
days were spent on practice tests for the SBAC. While following my principal‘s guidance
re: SBAC, | saw myself and most of my students disheartened, frustrated, and sadly
apathetic about learning. My principal told us that the company line is we support
SBAC, even if deep down, personally we did not.

Long story short, | decided to leave the full-time teaching and now amin a 1/2
time position at a rural school as support personnel for teachers. | couldn‘t be happier
despite the loss of earnings, and will see how long | can manage this level of income
before | do something else like maybe run for office or write a play about teaching in the
DOE, and see if | can make a difference that way.

My opinion of the teacher evaluations system? It hasn‘t improved my teaching at all, let
alone my colleagues’ patterns also. It isn‘t worth the money and time to find the 2% or
so of sub-standard teachers. It's much cheaper to target those struggling teachers and



have them team teach with inspiring teachers who are getting a stipend to help the sub-
standards to improve, and change their in-denial ways.

So in essence, please support the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. It's the result of an
organized thoughtful process. Be a risk taker and see the balance and logic in this Act.
It carries all the qualities of a solid education for a well-balanced child, ready to take on
what the flexible future unfurls for them.

Mahalo for all you do,

Lisa Chang

Hau‘ula Elementary School
National Board Certified Teacher

J.D. UCLA Law
M.I. M. Thunderbird School of Global Management



Testimony for: Support of HB2733

Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm
Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We are freshman from Mililani High School and we are supportive of the “Schools our
Keiki Deserve” Senate Bill. We are for this Act because it will give schools more funding and
will provide air conditioning in certain classrooms which is what everyone wants. It will also
save money for the schools because they won’t have to spend a lot of money on ACs for every
room, giving more money to learning instead. It will also decrease class sizes making classes
more controllable and this will help the class learn more quickly, it will give the teachers to focus
on the students more clearly with a decrease class size. It’s also a good bill because all preschool
children will go to public preschool, and this is good because children who go to preschool gets
more learning experiences with other kids their age instead of being nervous when they don’t go
preschool.

We also support this bill because with the passage of the bill the school’s will have more
funding for special education teachers. It also amends the evaluation program for teachers and
education officers. This way we have teachers that will help students learn better. This will also
make standardized testing not an evaluation process, which will be good because kids won’t be
judged on how smart they are just by taking a test. This bill sounds like an excellent idea, which
would help make better education making smarter students, which would make a better
community and nation.

Sincerely,
Elijah Banks and Drake Nun



Testimony for: Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We support the bill due mainly to the fact that it ends high-stakes testing. The atrocity that is
high-stakes testing is something that every student has poor experience with, no matter their academic
ability. Ask any student and we assure that they will tell you the same thing; High-stakes testing only puts
unnecessary stress on students, and prevents them from learning things that aren’t strictly for test
preparation. Educators should be working on easing the pressure on students and making their learning
environments more student friendly, but their solutions to that is to just put more pressure on the students
by adding onto the tests, creating a year’s worth of preparation, and preventing a variety of learning topics
from coming into school.

Personally, and like every other student, we have had poor experiences with standardized tests.
Walking into the classroom on ‘test day’ is an experience in itself. Being told to sit down, shut up and
listen to the teacher’s instructions before embarking on a anxiety-ridden, multiple choice journey is
probably one of the worst things we have been through in school. Those days, and the months before have
filled students with dread for ages now. Though it isn’t supposed to greatly affect your average grade, we
have probably all been punished for a poor grade on a high-stakes test, whether that be mental, emotional
or even physical. Overall, I think this is something we can all agree on, and that standardized testing is not
a necessary part of any student’s education.

Sincerely,
Annalise Conner and Rylie Olinger



Testimony for : Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

My name is Tabitha Hiyane and I am currently a 9th grade student at Mililani High School. 1
support House Bill 2733 because it provides for the establishment of a long-awaited “whole child
education”. A whole child education consolidates a social-emotional approach to learning core
topics such as math/engineering, literacy, the sciences, music, and language. Between the ages
of 2 and 6, the child’s brain goes through a major milestone of development in which brain
connections are either formed or discarded according to the stimulation/exposure that the child
does or does not receive. Through the implementation of a whole child curriculum and
mandatory preschool, the child is exposed (early on) to different activities and different interests.
These opportunities serve as a chance to appeal to our keiki and encourage them to be more
intimately involved, creating more social connections. Our schools currently stress the
fundamental education core requirements, but if our keiki grow up with just math, science, and
writing, the previous curiosity and creativity flourishing in their youth, will vanish. Through a
whole curriculum, students will be nourished and exposed to outside activities that can spark
their creative sense. These activities will inspire and influence the growth of their humanity and
knowledge of the world around them. If this is the role we want our keiki to grow into, we must
take direct action now and allow them the opportunities of a richer educational experience
through different perspectives and activities. Through the implementation of a solid whole child
education, Hawaii’s keiki can grow to become well-rounded scholars that can properly lead our
future.

Through my own personal experience, the addition of a music class in school was able to open a
whole new world to me. This world of music helped me to develop as a person - it taught me
consistency in practicing, being on time, being sensitive to those around me, and being more
comfortable with expressing myself. This experience was offered through the music department
at my school and I believe that every student should feel, in their school life, a sense of place and
belonging. Along with the strenuous academic expectations that are put upon our keiki, we must
take into consideration their creative and artistic sense. We must appeal to their humanity and
encourage activities that make their hearts race. Establishing a sense of individuality among
each student is extremely important because it results in active involvement later on. I strongly



believe that the implementation of the “whole child education” is important to Hawaii’s future,
and that is why I am in support of House Bill 2733.



Testimony for: Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15PM

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members

We, freshmen of Mililani High School, support this bill because it will help to
expand our education opportunities. This bill will provide more fundings for schools,
allowing us to provide some classrooms air conditioning when needed, with this, it will
also allow schools to save more money since the state will provide schools with the
AC’s. With this bill, it was also decrease class sizes. With the big class sizes we have
right now, it's harder for us to get help and serves as a big distraction which will affects
our learning abilities. With this bill it will improve our learning environment, it will help us
get the one on one help we need. Without this bill, children who don’t go to preschool
will have difficulties in comprehending what they will learn in kindergarten, however, if
we go on with this bill, then all the kids will be able to to learn better.

This bill supports all of us because, it will provide more funding for special
education teachers. It also changes the evaluation program for teachers and education
officers allowing teachers to help students learn better. It will also get rid of evaluating
students andteachers by their standardized testing scores. This bill would help create
better education, expanding our learning abilities, expanding our education
opportunities, creating a better nation.

Sincerely,
Mackenzie Reed and Sofia Ana G. Balinbin



To: Education Committee
From: Debbie Anderson, Waiakea Intermediate School
Date: February5, 2016

RE: SB2586/HB 2733 Education Omnibus Bill; “Schools Our Keiki Deserve (SOKD)”

Please support the Omnibus Education bill (SB2586) and any related bills pertaining to HSTA’s Schools
Our Keiki Deserve campaign. Our keiki are our most precious asset. | believe that increasing school
funding invests in a better future, particularly increasing expenditures at the school level.

In order for children to access a quality education today, we need to improve school facilities,
particularly heat abatement. Class sizes of over 50 are untenable, when we know that a teacher to
student ratio such as even 1:20 makes a significant difference for personalizing learning.

Universal access to pre-school is agreed widely to be one of the best investment choices.

As co-chair of Hawaii’s Senior Project, | see first-hand the value of increasing secondary options and
choices for vocational education.

We want every child to become a productive citizen, because alternatives are much less tolerable.
Wasting time and money on standardized tests which reflect socio-economic status isn’t helping.

We need to take advantage of the December 10, 2015 “Every Student Succeeds Act” reauthorization of
the War on Poverty’s 50" anniversary to empower teaching professionals with local decision-making on
curriculum and resources. We need to invest in “whole children,” with stronger health and physical
education, deeper cultural and linguistic community building, and the Arts which broaden our spirits.

My name is Debbie Anderson, NBCT, a teacher of a quarter of a century. I've taught on Windward
O’ahu, and on the Big Island in Hamakua and Hilo. Now | teach at Waiakea Intermediate School. A
Weighted Student Formula (WSF) benefits more populated areas, though we know that larger schools
are NOT BETTER necessarily. We need balanced investment in small rural schools to strengthen our
most remote communities. Just as Finland tops international rankings with their cooperative priorities,
we promote EQUITY for all keiki, so every school has basic personnel such as counselors, nurses and
librarians. A clear research-based investment to fight illiteracy is a school library (Lance & Loertscher).
We urge a greater public investment in our keiki with the highest needs,

e homeless or living in poverty (over 50%),

e balancing world language assets with English language learning (Krashen, Stephen).

e Special Education needs
Our Omnibus Education bill is important because | know we can make a difference together. I've seen
too many teachers forced to leave our underpaid profession because they can’t afford our cost of living,
or work 2-3 jobs to make ends meet. Teachers create all the other professions, and deserve better, too!
Over the last 25 years, I've coached the world’s greatest athlete Bryan Clay, and I’'ve been heartbroken
to lose too many like Daiki. Our keiki need to see us make pono choices, be responsible for “other
people’s children” (Delpit, Lisa), because they are ALL OUR children! Children are worth it incalculably!

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Deborah V. Anderson, M.Ed., M.L.I.S., NBCT



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, February 07, 2016 3:08 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: aandrea99@aol.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2733 on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM
HB2733

Submitted on: 2/7/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
Andrea Quinn || Individual | Support || No

Comments: Please support this important bill. Considering Hawaii's test scores in
relation to those of other parts of the country, whole child education has a great
potential to make a positive difference in the lives of our school children.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 2:23 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: 2019pagee@mililanihs.k12.hi.us

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2733 on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM
HB2733

Submitted on: 2/8/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
Elise Page | Individual | Support || No

Comments: Testimony for: Support of HB2733 House Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 Honorary Chair Takumi and committee members, My
name is Elise Page, a freshman at Mililani High School. | believe that it is absolutely
important to encourage students to do well in school and try their best, however, many
of our public schools in Hawaii are lacking in basic necessities such as air conditioning.
Coming from Mililani, | understand that | am very fortunate, | have smaller classes and
air conditioning in most of them. Campbell on the other hand is not so lucky. They have
very large classes without air conditioning and some students don't even have chairs. |
spoke to one of the students there and he said that air conditioning and class size are
the top issues for students there, so I’'m here to speak for them. Now tell me this; how
do we expect children to learn and pay attention when they are in an uncomfortable
environment? Having a smaller class and air conditioning rather than sitting in a stuffy
classroom can improve moods of students and teachers, which can help to improve the
grades of students in the long run. If the state of Hawalii is ever going to improve our test
scores, making sure that the students are able to focus is important and necessary.
Personally, air conditioning makes a big difference in how | focus on my class work, I'm
not worrying about other things like constantly eyeing the clock eager to get out of the
stifling classroom. Many of my classes only have large fans that make a lot of noise, so
we are forced to turn it off to be able to hear our teacher. When the fan is turned off, | try
to distract myself from the heat, causing me to lose focus of the material we are
learning. Imagine this for students in classrooms with temperatures around 90 degrees.
| would like to raise the test scores and grade point average for Hawaii and | feel that
improving the classrooms is the first step to achieving that goal. | want Hawalii to be
proud of their students. Thank you, Elise Page

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Testimony for: Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

As freshmen at Mililani High School, we highly support the HB2733, part two
whole child education which is a really important matter. Kids in Hawaii come to school
with various kinds of talents, interests, questions, and have a great expanse of
knowledge. These kids should have the opportunity to pick from a wide range of
extracurricular activities that could help benefit their community, themselves, and their
future. They should have the capability to engage themselves in challenging learning
environments, that interests them and should have the support they need from their
families, educators, and community. But then again, there’s always an issue about not
having enough money or monies being limited. Money is always being spent on other
occurrences, such as murals to beautify the campus, but rarely on education. You need
to envision how whole education could have a positive influence on our youth. Whole
child education would help answer questions that kids are uncertain about. This would
allow them to gain more knowledge about what they want to do in the future. By allowing
whole child education it would improve academic achievement.

We have had experiences from a student's perspective and would like to mention
them to you. As students at Mililani High School, we are actually pretty privileged. |,
Lynn Uehara, am in the band in the high school and creativity is a big part of playing
your instrument. You need to figure out how you can connect your emotions to the
music to make it more moving and to connect to your audience. | really can not imagine
my life without the music department that we have. | have learned so much about
music, history, emotions and have slowly unlocked traits of mine | didn’t know | had. If
that was taken away from me, | wouldn't be who | am today. Some schools don’t even
know what an orchestra is and that is basic music terminology. You can learn so much
through music and | have learned that. It is like math and art combined; you actually
have to think and comprehend what is on that piece of paper. You think that music is so
simple and that is has nothing to do with your lives. But imagine a world with no music,
no rhythm, no beat and no feelings. Music is so much deeper than you think and people
don’t have the opportunity to learn that.

I, Elisha Lin Hopeau, am in an arts and craft elective and have been in arts and
craft electives since sixth grade. Imagination and vision plays a huge role in art. You
have to imagine that what you are drawing is real. You have to know how to add value,
contrast, and a variety of other techniques that will help you to accomplish that. You
have to have a vision of what you want your creation to mean and how you can touch
each and every person with it. | know it may seem like art isn’t a big deal, but for the
artist it is. That is how they express what they are feeling because sometimes they don’t
know any other way to express themselves. Like they say a picture equals a 1,000
words because it describes so much in a simple or even a complex drawing. Other
schools may not have the opportunity to do any other types of electives that would suit
them and help them find out who they are and who they want to be. Don't be that walll,
blocking them from what they want to achieve in school. Yes, they can do these kinds of
things on their own, but when you have peers with you, going through what you are



doing, it helps so much to receive the support that you need to be confident enough to
continue pursuing what you want to do.
Sincerely,
Elisha Lin Hopeau and Lynn Uehara



Testimony for: Support of HB2733

Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2019 1:15pm
Honorable Chair Takumi and comittee members,

Our names are Jade Brooks and Kaitlyn French and we are
students at Mililani High School concerned about the quality of
education at schools around the islands. We are testifying in
support of House Bill 2733 because it will resolve many issues
in public education. Some issues that are addressed in HB2733
are air conditioning, supplies, salaries, class size, and
special funding. It is imperative to solve these complications
in public education because in all of our classes, there are
more than 30 students. This isn’t the only issue in public
education. In addition to the number of children in each class,
on average, a teacher’s salary in Hawaii is $55,000 per year.
Teachers in Hawaii are the lowest paid in all of the United
States. This combines with the cost of living in Hawaii and the
number of children an average teacher has to teach, makes it
very clear that teachers in Hawaii deserve a higher salary.

This bill pertained to vocational education. Part IV of
HB2733 impacts me directly because, I Kaitlyn am currently
enrolled in a class called Public and Human Services Career

Pathway Core, as well as Business Core, which is a vocational



education class. I noticed that not every student is required or
gets the opportunity to participate in this type of curriculum,
and I believe that EVERY student should experience this
opportunity because, for example in Public and Human Services
Career Pathway Core, I am learning culinary skills, the
importance of education, hospitality, and community awareness.
In Business Core, I am learning how to write checks and balance
finances, interview skills, the application process, and also
customer service skills. All of skills are necessary to live a
successful life.

Sincerely,

Jade Brooks

Kaitlyn French
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We are freshmen from Mililani High School and we are supporting the Part | of HB2733
Whole Child Education. We feel that this is a very important issue that should be addressed
because students should be provided the right to learn other things that they want to learn about
to help their learning ability. We need to help the students in Hawaii, especially our public
schools to give them opportunities to be more aware of events that associate to communities all
around the world and right here in our very islands. 52% of the student population in Hawaii
public schools come from ‘economically disadvantaged’ households Hawaii’s private schools
have been given the benefits of curriculums that a wide variety of students can enjoy such as
global languages, music, technology, science, etc. On the other hand, Hawaii’s public schools
don’t offer some of these because some schools aren’t providing the best education. Public
schools such as Wai'anae are less fortunate to enjoy the benefits that private schools like
Punahou get to have because they aren’t constrained by the same ‘accountability’. Not only do
we need to expand curriculums to other public schools but we also need to be willing to put in
the effort to helping students that face struggles.

We feel this particular part of this bill is important to us because it will affect our future of
Hawaii. Students need creative thinking, self-directed learning, and cultural understanding by
requiring public schools to receive whole child education. We should take in account of what the
students want in schools that will help them broaden their knowledge, whether it be music, a
language or sports. We believe that in order for students to become the things they want to
become and have more opportunities, we think this issue should not be overlooked and be put
into action. We have to teach other skills required for students after college to find a job. It is
important that we don’t fall even more behind than we are now. That is why some schools cut
out other classes to try to help them and it isn’t working. We have to continue with these other
classes to prepare for jobs in the future, not take it away. We just need to figure out other ways
to help struggling students so we can be balanced so our future can still be good.

Sincerely,
Hailey Tachibana and Kana Morita
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Hello Chair Takumi and Committee Members,

We, Cindy Tsou and Anika Ramos, freshman students of Mililani High School, support
and acknowledge Part Two of The Whole Child Education of the bill HB 2733. We agree that
students in Hawaii, elementary through high school should be exposed to cultural, literary, and
performing arts. Such as music, theatre, Hawaiian studies, etc. According to Champions of
Change: The Impact of the Arts on Learning (Fiske, 1999), learning performing, visual and cultural
arts increases the percent of math scores. students that scored higher in math, “Twenty-one percent
of students of low socioeconomic status who had studied music scored higher in math versus just
eleven percent of those who had not.” The definition of “Whole Child Education” is to make sure that
each student is educated to be a healthy learner and engage in supportive and comfortable
environment. According to the 2016 Omnibus Bill; “Schools our Keiki Deserve”, it stated, “Taken
together, students of Hawaiian, Filipino, and other Pacific Islander descent make up...55%, of
our public school students...” Having Hawaiian studies starting in early elementary schools will
make a big impact on the Hawaiians, Filipino, and other Pacific Islands as well as contribute to
the future Hawaii’s resident the importance of this Island and it’s history.

I, Cindy Tsou, support the implementation of arts, crafts, and cultural studies in
elementary education. My reason for supporting an early exposure of performing, visual and
cultural acts is in result to personal experience that | have in California and Hawaii in regards to
the fine arts and culture. In 4th grade, as | attended elementary school in Walnut, California in
4th grade, there was a music class, where | learned to play the recorder and learned music
theory. Most importantly, | developed my love for music and fine arts as well as beginning to
become a self-directed learner, a valuable skill in which | apply to my later school years and life.
For this reason, | agree that arts, cultural as well as visual arts should be implemented in
elementary education. As a art students, art club member and a engaged cultural studies
student in elementary, middle and high school, | strongly agree that having this skill learned
early on in elementary school is crucial in the development of a well-rounded person.

I, Anika, support whole child education because growing up in a public elementary
school back on Dededo, Guam | was exposed to an education filled with art and the Chamorro
culture. Looking back on my elementary days, I'm grateful to have learned in an environment
where teachers cared about their culture and didn’t ignore it. Learning about the Chamorro
culture was not an “if you want to class”, but a required class. We learned the Chamorro
Anthem(in Chamorro), vocab words, and dances. | feel that if Hawaiian studies was a class in
school students would be grateful to be living on this beautiful island that has an equally
interesting history. Also learning about Hawaii’s performing arts area could help students
become in tune with their artistic personality and emotions. Personally | have limited knowledge
about Hawaiian culture and | wish that it was a class because it is important to know about the
place you live on.



Thank you-

Anika Ramos and Cindy Tsou
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Honorable Chair Takumi and house members,

Our names are Isabelle Rice and Alanis Santiago-Rodriguez and we concerned
students of Mililani High School. We are testifying in support of H.B. 2733.

This bill will help the children of Hawaii for the following reasons: our schools
need air conditioning and smaller class sizes.

Over the past year, Honolulu experienced record high temperatures at least 25
times; and for decades, Hawaii’s cooling trade winds have been declining. This weather
makes it very hard for children to remain focused in school, especially when 94% of
schools in Hawaii do not have access to air conditioning. Studies have shown that air
conditioned classrooms help students remain focused. Also, if schools are not equipped
with AC, there could be dangerous consequences; kids are susceptible to heat
exhaustion, due to their small size. According to a Huffington Post article, there have
already been many students who have shown signs of heat exhaustion, and have had to
go to the school nurse. If AC were provided in classrooms, there would not have to be
“heat days” and, no [preventable] missed school days. Another issue that is of our
concern, is the size of our classrooms. Our class size can usually range from 30 to 40
students. We are aware that class size does not correspond with our success in later
life, however, it is difficult to learn where they are not enough chairs and equipment
available. Also, it is burdensome when 30 kids are trying to fight for a seat next to a
fan.

This is the first school that we have ever attended that does not have air
conditioning in all classrooms. Mililani High School is said to be the best public school in
the state, and we have only have selected rooms with air conditioning. Not only that our
class sizes are fairly large, compared to those on the mainland. We are in support of this
bill because no student should have to be distracted by heat so badly that it affects his or
her education. We are in support of this bill because every student shouldn’t have to
fight over a seat because class sizes are too large. We are in support of this bill because
other students, our future students of Hawaii deserve this.

Sincerely,
Isabelle Rice & Alanis Santiago-Rodriguez
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Honorable Chair Takaumi and committee members,

My name is John de los Reyes, and | am a student attending Mililani High School and |
am writing to show my support regarding the Senate Bill 2586. This bill addresses lots of fixing
having to do with Hawaii’'s educational system. One part of the bill | strongly support is Whole
Child Education. | support this part because in my experience, and what | have been taught is
that education can be the greatest equalizer in life. Subjects like math, science, and language
arts are very important to know when getting into any line of work. However, acting,
performances, and music also would benefit a lot of students. | myself used to play the
saxophone and | can personally say | have benefitted from that experience. | especially support
this aspect of learning for everyone. SB 2587 helps with any lackings with our education and |
show full support for it.

If this bill is passed, it will benefit everyone on Hawaii because what this bill does, is that
it makes our futures look more solid and more stable due to the many improvements
being implemented in our educational system. The bill talks about making smaller classes, and
from what | know, teachers can take a more personalized approach to students with less being
in the class. When students get better teaching they tend to learn more, and benefit more. This
makes the future workforce of this generation look more brighter.

Sincerely,
John de los Reyes
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Honorable Chair Kidani and Committee members,

We support the bill for providing air conditioning. One, Mililani is hot, but nothing is compared
to what schools like Campbell and Waianae. For example, these places have got to be one of the hottest
and it shows in the student's health and education. The problem is this heat wave at James Campbell
High that really know one hardly is really notices, all they care about is how much money it's going to
cost into putting these air conditionings. Back in 2015, teachers at Campbell High were thrilled to get
new air conditionings installed in 12 classrooms, but this still did not solve the problem that these
students face. Still schools officials tell us about 80 percent of the Ewa Beach School’s classrooms are
not conditioned, this alone is a huge problem, but at least it’s being done and taken care of little by
little. With air conditioned offices for the staff the next step would be providing air for the students as
well. With Campbell as one of the largest public schools on the island by creating healthier work
environments we will be benefiting a lot of students. We believe that by solving the issue at Campbell
we could then work down the line to the next hottest school, taking care of the places that need it most
as the top priority. Supporting this bill definitely stop the health and education problems that these
students face against the heat wave.

Personally, we have never experienced a heat wave or a source of heat in classroom that goes
up to 90 degrees or even 100 degrees. Being in a room temperature classroom or classroom that is kind
of hot, we complain and say it's too hot. Having friends who go to Campbell ans asking them about it,
many of them complain as the heat as a major learning disturbance. Going to Mililani we have many air
conditioning classes, we can only imagine what they go through with heat that fries their brain to death.
Few of them had to go to the school nurse for having really bad headaches and also dehydration.
Dehydration for students, especially athletes isn’t a good thing at all. Along with heating this has left an
issue of health. We care especially about issues like this because it could increase the level of high
school dropouts, academic performance drops significantly, or the risk of health problems. By adding
these air conditioners in schools that reach extreme heat we may be able to see a greater increase in
Hawaii’s education level as a nation and students individually. So in supporting this bill we think all
schools in the Ewa beach district deserve air conditioning.

Sincerely Merilis Rivera and Mira Chloe Prickett
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members

My name is Niko Sagaysay, | am a junior at Mililani High School and | support House
Bill 2733. | support this bill because | believe that schools do not focus enough on preparing
students for the world after high school. Schools are pushing to educate kids in a way that makes
the “college and career ready” but this is quite an ambiguous term. Majority of kids do not go on
to college. 72% of projected jobs in 2022 will only require a high school education. More
students need to be prepared to join the workforce. Nation wide, high schools are pushing kids
to go to college so that they can boost their college attendance rates. However, this may not be
the smartest decision because it does not consider the field of work that the student may want to
pursue in their future. This may cause students to accumulate debt. These students may then go
into jobs that don’t pay as much as they need to make up their debt, putting them in a tough
financial position. Had these people been pushed to a CTE track of their choice, the would be
prepared for their job and not have accumulated debt. This would then improve our economy for
the future.

I am currently enrolled in CTE classes and | strongly believe that it helps prepare me for
the area of work that | would like to pursue. | am a part of SkillsSUSA which is a CTE vocational
leadership club hat is dedicated to creating a skilled workforce for America. | am also in VEX
robotics. Here I learn to build and program a robot to complete a set task given to us. We then
compete against teams from all around the world. This prepares me and my peers for a wide
range of technological and engineering type careers. These jobs types of jobs are becoming
more and more available and need to be filled due to the progression of technology. If we had
more educational opportunities like this then I think we would have a great future workforce.

Sincerely,
Niko Sagaysay
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Honorable Chief Takumi and committee members,

I support this bill HB2733 because it relates to the problems that we go through here in the state of
Hawaii. We think that one of the issues here in the Hawaii schools are air quality. Some air quality issues
we face here are things like vog and pollution, and because of the poor air conditioning, these things are
circulating in our classrooms and creating an uncomfortable learning environment . Basic things like
taking tests or paying attention in class can be difficult with the wrong conditions. I know people that are
allergic to vog and it causes them to cough and sneeze badly, I can only imagine how hard it is to focus in
class while trying not to sneeze or cough on someone. Here in Hawaii, it is hot most of the year. Adults
seek air conditioned rooms to help beat the heat, but expect us students to be able to manage it and pay

attention in class.

Through my personal experiences I can relate to what other students around the state are going through.
Not all classrooms here are air conditioned, but i feel lucky to even have a few, this is because in those
few classes with air conditioning, I am able to cool off. Although there are other schools that have no air
conditioning in any classrooms. It is hard to imagine what they go through. Also they are expected to
keep up their grades and do good on all of their tests, when they don't have the correct environment to
help them thrive in the classroom. Going through conditions like that for 7 hours could be hard to endure
and some of them don't even have air conditioning at their home. This is why i strongly support the bill

HB2733.



Sincerely,

Cole Akamu and Franklin Orego



Testimony for: Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15 P.M

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We are writing this in regards to Senate Bill 2586, “Schools Our Keiki Deserve.” The bill
“Limits participation in standardized tests, prohibits the use of standardized test scores for
evaluation purposes, authorizes standardized testing exemptions, and requires the board of
education to provide notice of the right to opt-out of standardized testing.” We agree with this
section of the bill because one test score cannot determine a student’s intelligence or lack
thereof. The student may simply get an unsatisfactory score due to many different variables.
Perhaps they lacked sleep, or motivation. But that doesn’t necessarily mean they lack
intelligence. On the other hand, the student could have guessed the correct answers, thus
giving the illusion of “knowledge.”

We personally have not been affected by this but our friends have. We have seen
friends who weren't feeling good on test day and because of this, they were placed into lower
tier classes instead of the classes that they deserved. We have also seen the inverse of this,
people who do good on the test but they struggle on all of the high level classes that they are
put in because they were lucky on the test. Because of this, these kids fall far behind their skill
capacity because they are overworked and can’t process anything or they are underworked and
the information comes so slowly that they cannot make any strong progress. As a result, some
may see their grades dip below what they’re used to, further inducing their stress. Others learn
then forget because of the slow pace. Please make further efforts to enact this bill.

Thank you for your consideration,
lan Eshelman and Jacob Yuruki
Mililani High School

Class of 2019
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, freshman of Mililani High School, support the decision to limit participation in
standardized tests and allow students to opt-out of the testing because those standardized tests
cause stress for students and affect teachers’ morale and teaching. The standardized tests tend to
stress many out because they all strive for a good test score. Some students athletes and other
students who have extracurricular activities are stuck studying until late on the night before the
test. Since those students are up very late, they don’t get enough sleep, which may cause them to
get a worse test score. Many other students may decide not to study because they just assume
that the standardized tests aren’t very important. Those students won’t be ready for the
standardized tests, which may cause false test results. When all the test results are sent back to
the students and their families, they may feel that they are stupid because their results are bad.
Instead of causing them to want to improve their scores and work harder, it causes a negative
impact on students and may cause them to fall back on their studies.

Test scores not only affect students, but also teachers. In most schools, teachers are
assessed on how well their teaching and lessons has helped students to get good test scores on
the standardized tests. If some students aren’t trying their hardest or were staying up studying,
then teachers aren’t being truthfully assessed. Teachers realize that they aren’t being assessed
truthfully and want to change that. However, many teachers don’t know how to change the
system and therefore will become an endless loop of unfairly assessed teachers and
procrastinating students. Some public schools are trying to change this by having teachers spend
their time preparing the students for the standardized tests instead of teaching students more
in-depth lessons. All teachers are focused on are making sure that students are making the
narrow goal of achieving a desired test score. If the students’ test scores turn out to be below the
desired score, teacher morale may drop, possibly affecting the quality of the lessons they teach
students.

Personally, as high school students, we take these standardized tests. These tests tend to
stress us out before and after taking the tests, along with many other students. Students like us
usually stress and dread about it before, and while we take it. Most of the time, we tend to
procrastinate and wait until the night before to start studying, sometimes we don’t bother to even
study and just wing it, not really trying to do our best. Many of us wonder what the point of
taking these standardized tests if no one bothers to try their best, killing our morale while piling
more stress onto the stress we already get from our regular classes. We already have to do loads



of homework from the many classes we have, why should we have to worry about standardized
tests and studying for them? How does it benefit us? Why should we take these tests if we don’t
know the benefits? Why should we have to take tests that do nothing for us? That is why we
agree with them allowing us and other students to opt-out of these standardized tests. We can
avoid all the stress that comes from them and just focus on their current grades in normal classes
and won’t have to worry about our test scores or worry about others teasing us if we get bad
scores. We will still have the option to take the test and see where we are in that specific study.
We won’t have to be stuck learning about how we should take the test and just learn the basics of
what is on the tests. We can go more in-depth in our studies and learn more.

Sincerely, Carly Hera and Mio Istvan
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

As freshmen at Mililani High School, we support bill SB2586 because it addresses the
problem of class size. We believe that the problems addressed by this bill is beneficial to
struggling students that want to be able to learn and be successful.

The problem is larger class sizes allow for teachers to be unaware if a student needs
help. For students it would be hard to get the help needed if they’re struggling. If class sizes
were reduced it would allow more one-on-one time with students and give teachers the ability to
address any questions and concerns students have on assignments. Studies have shown
smaller class sizes have higher academic achievement, receive better grades, and exhibit
improved attendance. A study was authorized by the U.S Department of Education to analyze
the achievement of students in 2,561 schools across the nation by their performance on the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) exams. After the exams were analyzed
the only corresponding factor to higher test scores was class size. In Hawaii after grades K-2
there is no clear limit to class sizes. For example, at Campbell High School, often classes of
core academic subjects have 40 or more students in each class.

Here at Mililani High School, class sizes varry from class to class and subject to subject.
Here in our Pre-AP History class we have a total of 35 students in this one class. Smaller class
sizes will not only benefit our learning but the entire school/state. Big classes can sometimes be
overwhelming to some students, in this class, we struggle and can’t always recieve the help
needed because of the substantial class size. Smaller classes give more opportunities for
students to speak up, ask questions, and contribute to class discussion. At Mililani High,
student contributions are required in many classes, but due to the different class sizes not all
students participate due to their nervousness. We agreed that smaller class sizes create
stronger bonds between peers and students. This bond will allow students to be comfortable in
class and allow them to ask for the help they need. That is why we support this bill, because it
will benefit us in the classroom, providing us better learning conditions, improved education and
student involvement.

Sincerely,
Ryan James Domingo & John Kalani
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members

My name is Jenna Nakanishi, a freshman at Mililani High School, and I support this bill
because I believe it is a crucial factor in how our schools function and the education that students
are receiving. This first part explains how the students who attend private schools in our state,
such as Punahou and ‘Iolani, have much more educational tools at their disposal. In addition,
their curriculum is a lot richer and more varied, covering more subjects than the education
currently in place at most public high schools. Their students are given more opportunities to
explore and develop the subjects that interest each separate individual, and work more hands on.
They teach in depth core classes, such as language arts, science, mathematics, and social studies,
but they also cover classes about art, music, technology, and outdoor activities. While similar
classes are offered as electives at public schools, the preparations for standardized tests center
solely on mathematics and language arts. Being fully prepared for tests for all subjects is a key
to success in our academic careers.

I feel that all students should receive a quality education, regardless of nationality or
financial background. Some families may have capable students, but are not able to afford a
higher education. Many students attending public high school are ethnically diverse, so
integrating an education that is focused on different cultures is also an important aspect of this
bill. A student of diversity should be given the opportunity to learn about their background and
heritage, which may lead younger people to gain better insight into who they are. Learning
about their culture may help some of them establish an identity for themselves and discover their
origins. Private schools are able to integrate this into their curriculum because of the added
funds they receive from tuition; however, it is understandable that people who are financially
struggling would not be able to afford this. So while public schools may not be able to go as in
depth into these topics than private school, having it at all is better than nothing. Preparations for
tests should be expanded to try to accommodate everything, and prepare students for what lies
ahead, both in their academic careers and challenges they may encounter later in life. While not
everyone attends a private school and has access to all of their educational tools, at least some of
them should try to be put into effect at public schools.

Sincerely,
Jenna Nakanishi
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members

We, freshmen from Mililani High School, do not support this bill because it states that it
wants to make classes smaller, add air conditioning to certain classrooms, and add tests for
evaluation purposes to improve the learning experience for public school students. If the bill is
not stopped the consequences may be too much for Hawaii to handle.

Making classes smaller will create the need to build more classrooms. This will raise
taxes to build the classrooms, as well as buying the supplies for the class. This could possibly
raise the amount of homelessness because of how expensive it is to live here. With the sizes
that classes are currently at, there are more students who can give their input on certain topics
and make a bigger picture. Although making classes smaller will create more jobs as a teacher
or educational officers, there are not many people who are qualified for those positions, and we
already don’t have enough qualified people who are willing to take the job. More evaluation tests
are not needed. There are already multiple tests, such as the Renaissance test, to evaluate how
we are doing in school. With more tests, teachers will become more focused on teaching
students standards that will be on the test instead of teaching students tools that will be needed
to help and prepare for life.

Sincerely,

Lindsay Shiroma
Gracelynn Maguire
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

As a student at Mililani High School, I support this bill, HB2733. More specifically, Part
I. Whole Child Education, because | believe that students should be able to learn as much as
they can in all subjects. This includes math, language arts, social studies, and science, as well as
fine arts and physical education/health. I’ve had quite the experience in these subjects and |
personally enjoyed each and every one of them. My thoughts on “regular classes” (math,
language arts, social studies, and science) are that yes, they are all very important because we
need an academic education. But on the other hand, we need to emphasize the importance of
music, art, and sports. This is coming from someone who loves music and performing arts deeply
because they’re not just fun, but really enjoyable and amazing things to learn. I’'m merely a
freshman in high school at the moment and I’ve taken many fine arts classes, and also physical
education. To me, they were all very helpful and I plan on taking more next year.

Looking at the big picture, all students should experience what | have in my past years.
All subjects should be as important as math, language arts, social studies, and science because
students deserve to learn as much as possible. If you think about it, there are students out there
that want to pursue a career as a music teacher, or perhaps a professional athlete. There are
musicians and athletes out there in the world, right? Some students want to carry on what they do
and including classes that teach fine arts and athletics will help guide them. They deserve to
learn about the subjects to help them achieve their goals. Students should be interested in school
and they should know about the different arts of the world because it will help them reach their
goals in life.

Sincerely,
Anika Jiang
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

My name is Racyn Komata and | am a student attending Mililani High School and
I'd like to show my support regarding the bill HB2733 because it addresses the
problems of education and what | believe is an important issue, the size of a classroom
being too large. Some of my classes, the teachers just show videos and give
worksheets. This bill will allow teachers to continue their lesson plans, but can also give
more focus onto their students instead of trying to teach a large class.

In accordance to this statement in the bill, “...reduced class size has particularly
positive effects on secondary students who are performing at lower levels. If placed in
larger class sizes, these lower achieving students continue to perform at low levels and
their achievement levels actually decline in larger class settings.” | believe that small
classroom sizes can help students of any origin perform better in school. Smaller
classroom sizes will allow students to get more help in class as they don’t have to ‘fight’
for the teacher’s attention.

Sincerely,
Racyn Komata



To: Chair Takumi
From: Joshua Ching

Re: Testimony in support of HB2733

My name is Joshua Ching and | am a teacher at Ewa Makai Middle school on the
island of O ahu. As a teacher of 15 years in Hawai'i | am writing in support of
SB2586 (for House bill change this to HB2733) The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act.

Public education in Hawaii has the potential power to democratize and make our
society more equal, fair, and just. The teachers in our public schools think that public
education policy should accordingly be designed, developed, and assessed in as
democratic a fashion as possible. The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act will support this
vision. In this shared preferred future, public schools become a primary site of public
investment, and the resources and facilities available for learning in our public schools
reflect the high value we place on our keiki and future generations.

The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act will support...

1. Educating the whole child (by ensuring the arts are provided in every
school, along with Hawaiian Studies and cultural and language programs, and
P.E and that these subjects are NOT pushed out by over-testing policies)

2. Supporting all students (including resources needed for those students
with special needs and English Language Learners)

3. Reducing class sizes (to allow for more responsive instruction,
collaborative learning, individualized, and small group learning experiences
for our students)

4.  Providing a robust vocational education path to rewarding careers,
along with a college path

5. Providing quality facilities (not 90+ degree classrooms!)



6.  Properly funding our rural and small schools (these schools should not
have to sacrifice their funding to buy paper all year in order to allow a much
needed librarian or counselor to be placed at their school),

7. Attracting and retaining the best and brightest teachers (we pay our
teachers the LOWEST in the nation, when you consider the cost of living,
this fact is unacceptable. We were short 250 special education teachers this
year! We need competitive salaries to achieve this!)

8. Ending high-stakes standardized testing (we need to stop the test and
punish policies)

9.  Supporting public preschools (that our families desperately need)

10. Putting classroom supplies in teachers hands (Teachers know best what
supplies their students need)!

All of these points are inter-related and support each other in providing the quality
public schools that ALL of our keiki deserve.

We hope we may count on you for your support. Our keiki need you!

Thank you for your time,
Joshua Ching

8th Grade English Teacher
Ewa Makai Middle School

joshua.ching@ewamakai.org

Joshua Ching

Ewa Makai Middle School
Team 8-B

English


mailto:joshua.ching@ewamakai.org

Aloha,

| am a special education teacher at Ewa Beach Elementary in support for the Schools Our Keiki
Deserve HB2733. | have a class for medically fragile students ranging from 5-13 years old. All
of them are non-verbal, in wheelchairs, and in diapers. Some have vision and hearing
impairments. Half live at a nearby residential hospital with some of their parents living off the
island and out of state. These students have some of the most severe adaptive, motor,
communication, and cognitive needs. As such, teaching my class is one of the most unique and
challenging endeavors.

There are no textbooks that will work for my class. | have to create the curriculum and then
modify it to meet their specific goals and skill levels. With students that cannot even hold a
pencil, we have to build and create adaptive tools to help them draw, paint, and interact with
items. All of this comes with a price on time and money. | am at work at 6 AM and usually leave
after 4 PM. | spend roughly a minimum of $150 a month to buy the supplies I need to provide
the students with activities and lessons that engage all their senses. How do you read a book on
green eggs and ham to a child who doesn't know what is ham or an egg, let alone has never seen
the color green? We create these bridges of experience every day in my class but at a price.
Every month, 1 also purchase cleaning supplies such as laundry detergent, dish-washing soap,
hand sanitizer, and disinfectant to ensure that we meet their medical needs. I collect recyclables
to come up with spare money to afford these necessities.

Despite the severity of my students’ needs, | am mandated to put them through state-wide testing.
Even the "alternate” assessments that are afforded my students are beyond their level. They are
required to sit through hours as I try to assess them by making choices on an iPad even if they
cannot see, hear, or touch the iPad independently.

Next door to my class is another fully self-contained class for students with behavioral and
cognitive needs that are symptomatic with Autism or Intellectual Disability. That class has had 5
different teachers in the past 2 years. Some teachers didn't even last one semester (90 days) with
one quitting this past month. As a result of teacher vacancy, | am pressured to increase my
workload to help cover for the missing teacher.

Another class next to me has had over 24 preschool (ages 3-5) students with behavioral, medical,
communication, adaptive, and learning needs in one roughly 400 sq. foot room with 3 teachers
and support staff. Most people have enough trouble handling one 3-5 year old let alone 24 in one
room and be expected to deliver standards-based instruction. Everyone in that room is literally
tripping over each other.

My story may sound unique but there are similar stories throughout every classroom in Hawaii.
Teachers are forced to implement mandates that do not teach the whole child and focus on
testing. Teachers are forced to make do with little to no supplies and have to spend their own
money. Teachers are overworked. Teachers are leaving.

Teachers are expected to provide quality educational experiences but are not given the adequate
tools to do the job. Worse yet, some teachers don't even have a functional facilities!



We need your help now! Education in Hawaii is given a lot of lip-service but at the end, the
students and teachers are ignored. How long must we wait for someone to "Fix the DOE" or find
other ways to come up with the money needed to do what must be done? Please support this bill.

Respectfully,
Troi Orias



Testimony in Support of HB2733
Public hearing, 02-10-16 2:00PM in House conference room 309.
To: Honorable Takumi and Members of the Committee

First, thank you for hearing this bill!

Hawaii is in an educational crisis! When | first started to teach in Hawaii, the third-grade wing
of my school had holes in the ceiling and the tiles, as well as the rain, was falling on kids in the
classroom. After | found out that then-Gov.Linda Lingle was not releasing the funding allocated
for the roof, | decided to go to the newspaper. The roof was finally fixed, but it shouldn’t have
taken a new teacher putting his neck out on the line in order to get it done.

When | go to the mainland now, the culture shock for me is walking into other public schools. |
feel | am walking into research facilities compared to our shameful school facilities in Hawaii.

The community and legislators | have spoken with really don’t argue about the need for the
majority of items in this omnibus bill. The most controversial part of this bill is raising the
General Excise Tax. Some people are saying we shouldn't raise our taxes JUST for our public
schools. This is a classic divide and conquer strategy! The G E T has not been raised since
1965.

Over the past decade, | have lobbied legislators to improve the disgraceful conditions of our
public schools. They always have responded by asking me, how do you fund it? Our public
schools are funded by lump-sum funding from the legislature (crossing your fingers annually on
the amount of tourists who can afford to spend their discretionary funds on vacationing here).
Unlike the mainland, there is no dedicated funding source for our public schools. The result is...

e Hawaii is LAST in per pupil spending (when adjusted for cost of living);

e Hawaii is LAST in teacher salaries (when adjusted for cost of living);

e Hawaii is LAST in money for facilities per student;

* Hawaii is LAST in the percentage of taxation to public schools!

| believe that most of the people who are in a position to change this, don't, because their kids
attend private school. Democrats have always supported the idea that EVERY child deserves a
QUALITY public education. The wealthy have great private school options while the poor are

not given the same opportunity! Truth is, our public schools are in a CRISIS, and this bill is the
remedy.



Please pass this out of committee. Our keiki deserve passage of this bill. Our community needs
more time to continue this conversation about the best way for Hawaii to be able to offer a
QUALITY public education for EVERY child!

Respectfully,

Justin Hughey

2nd Grade Special Education Teacher
King Kamehameha Ill Elementary



Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

FROM: Mireille Ellsworth, English and Drama Teacher at Waiakea High School,
February 9, 2016

RE: SB2733 Education Ominbus Bill; Schools Our Keiki Deserve

My name is Mireille Ellsworth, and | have been a teacher at Waiakea High School in Hilo for the past 11
1/2 years. | urge you to support this historical bill which will virtually transform the quality of education in
our state moving toward the type of education that will benefit not only our students but our community as
a whole!

My students are suffering under a competitive model of education which does not take into consideration
the needs of each child. | have seen decreasing motivation in my students with each passing year as well
as lower skills compared to students in previous years. It is evident that the effects of damaging decisions
made to cut funding to education in recent years are taking their toll on our upcoming generations. Some
of the culprits are rooted in neglect to fund education. Examples are Furlough Fridays which cheated
students out of weeks of classroom instruction and not maintaining teacher salaries to match the cost of
living driving teachers to leave their jobs and go elsewhere leaving students with full-time substitute
teachers or emergency hires just to have an adult in the classroom.

The only major infusion of funding to education in the past few years has been the $75 million from the
U.S. Department of Education through the Race to the Top grant. That money was spent to implement
changes that were not research-based, rather it resulted in profits for consultants and textbook
companies that gauge the quality of education on standardized tests which have never been vetted by
valid and reliable educational research practices.

Students and parents are being lied to that the Common Core standards are increasing critical thinking. In
high school English, we have had to eliminate requiring a MLA research paper at each grade level, to
make time for the new course requirements and prescribed curriculum. Research paper writing is a
crucial skill for college success, but we actually don't have time for it now. We have had to remove
complex literature from the curriculum that demanded students use higher-level thinking skills, like
inference best taught through novels. We have had to get rid of poetry units in place of units focused on
non-fiction reading which is more straightforward than poetry. Instead of deciphering a metaphor or
realizing an author is expressing something through personification, students are asked to find "textual
evidence" which is basically "finding the answer in the book," not "reading between the lines," which
requires way more complex thought processes. This is all because of the focus on teachers and schools
trying to prove themselves through test scores instead of nurturing the whole child through various modes
of learning, through art, music, and science. My colleagues in the content areas are shocked at how little
students know about science and social studies entering high school. Imagine, students are lacking in
social studies, the very foundation of citizenship! Wrongly, it's all about the reading, writing, and math
scores. We must end high-staking testing and get back to what educational research tells us instead of
cheating our children because of what a textbook company's salesperson is pitching!

The mantra so heavily publicized for all students to be college AND career ready is propaganda. We have
lost vocational programs in this state and students who are not geared to academic-oriented careers are
either leaving high-school without any marketable skills or going to college without a goal and not
finishing either because it's too expensive or they were aimless and not motivated to finish. Then they
have student loans to pay and are in crippling debt that will further discourage them from trying to build a
secure life for themselves. | worry about my students' future because they have been given a cheap
version of education that does not serve them well.

In order to "fix" education, teachers are told to "step it up" and improve what they are doing with less
resources for the classroom and less means to support themselves because of rising costs of living
sometimes resulting in needing to take on a second job. Furthermore, teachers are being pressured to



jump through the hoops of a new teacher evaluation system which are insulting, not helping them improve
their practice, and sucking valuable time from their day which is needed to focus on classroom instruction
(and holding down a second job, in some cases). This is why toxic, high-stakes testing is making teachers
leave the classroom causing a greater shortage of experienced, qualified teachers rooted in Hawaii.

Students suffer under these tests as well. Because test scores are tied to teachers' pay, they are not
allowed to see the test; and therefore, do not fully know how to prepare students for them except to follow
the prescribed curriculum However, students share their frustrations with their teachers. My students told
me they couldn't sustain attention to read all of the lengthy articles on the test from which they were
supposed to quote and synthesize into an argumentative essay. We had been practicing this in class but
reading and discussing the articles in class and absorbing the topic over time so that when they started to
write, they had a deeper understanding about the topic beyond the printed page. Completing an
argumentative essay in one sitting on a topic you have never thought about before is unrealistic and NOT
even what college courses are like! Students told me they just faked their way through the test and felt
bad about themselves for not doing better. They say, "I probably failed." When the results finally come
out, teachers don't have those students anymore and cannot address the issues. Even if scores were
reported sooner, they don't show students or the teacher specifically what students need to improve, and
in many cases, students don't care about the scores because they know they didn't try their best. After all,
the test doesn't count on their grades. (Lucky thing since it is an unrealistic task that the test asks them to
do.)

So why would the funding and shift in focus to whole child education and away from high-stakes testing
matter? If we give our students a head start to develop as social beings in public preschools, they will be
much more adjusted to being around their peers and understanding that school is a place to play and
explore. A young child's work is play, and students will have a whole extra year to gear up for the
foundations of academic learning in first grade.

If we shift away from the competitive and punitive model of education and fund a well-rounded education,
like what parents expect from private schools, we will enrich the whole society in which our children will
live in the future. High-quality public schools should preclude the need for private schools, unless a parent
wants a religious education for his or her child. Vocational counseling in high schools should be so
excellent that a student who wants to go to college will have a trade in order to work his or her way
through college instead of accumulating debt. Students who love what they do in the trades will be more
proficient in their trade so that when we the public need our car fixed, our house built, or our plumbing
repaired, we will have highly-qualified people serving the needs of our modern society.

Anyone who feels that there is something more important to fund than education is short-sighted. All the
social ills we are trying to solve can be prevented by young people having a wonderful childhood and
fabulous opportunities in their lives as young adults. Even problems with the environment can be solved
by students while still attending school if they are fully supported and nurtured in creative problem-solving
instead of passing a test!

A 1% rise in the General Excise Tax is such a small price to pay when we are uplifting our whole state
through this initiative. It's time we stop mouthing how important our children are and give them the
support they deserve for the hope of a secure future.

Please support the SB2733 and be part of the legacy to create a better state for our keiki!
Thank you,

Mireille Ellsworth,
Teacher and agent of hope



Honorable Chair Takumi,
My name is Kellee Kelly from Kea’au elementary on the island of Hawaii. I am a Special Education teacher and have been
teaching now for 7 years. | am writing in support of HB2733 “The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act.”

As a Special Education teacher and mother of public education students, | have become more and more heartbroken by the
requirements placed on students and teachers.

Education today has become a very sterile and joyless process for many reasons, here are a few.

Teachers are mandated to use with fidelity a universal curriculum which is an insult to creative teacher leaders who are
passionate about particular subjects. I have had over 500 hours of post graduate professional development and | am not allowed
to use any of it. Instead, | spend my days counting minutes, reading out of a book, and rushing kids to the next thing whether
they get it or not.

More so, a disproportionate amount of focus is placed on reading and math with disregard to all other subject areas. In my school,
30 of the lowest students in my grade level are receiving what they call “triple dosing” in ELA. They receive their regular
instruction in the morning for 90 minuets, then they are pulled out from all social studies, science, guidance, PE, art to attend
another 90 minute block of remedial fluency lessons, finally for the triple dose, the receive the third and final dose of remedial
reading for an additional 45 minutes. They do this three times a week, and parents were not informed. These kids may be able to
read, but that’s just about it.

Schools Our Keiki Deserves Act addresses the whole child. VVoting yes would require elementary schools to allocate 20% of the
school day towards extra curricular subjects like art, PE, and guidance.

I’d like to add another layer to this picture. Assessing for assessment sake. Students in my school take end of the week
assessments in language arts and math some of Thursday and all of ELA and math block every Friday. Every week. Not to
mention the twice a month fluency assessments, the twice a month CFA assessments, Iready diagnostic assessments, and end of
the unit assessments. On top of all this we are required to formally assess students on the high stakes test, Smarter Balance
Assessment. Next week, we will be stopping extra curricular classes for all students for the rest of the month of February to teach
a SBA interim test meant to prepare students to take the actual test in the Spring. We spend a great amount of time testing and
preparing for testing when we could be using that time to actually teach.

Schools Our Keiki Deserves Act states that standardized testing is counterproductive. It asks that there would be a limit to how
much standardized testing a student would engage in. It asks that Special education students be excused from standardized
testing, and that parents could have the option of opting out all together.

Because | am a Special Education teacher, | would like to speak to the special education language in the act. Special Education
students have unique needs and learning styles. Not only are they disadvantaged, they are also asked to do the same thing as
everybody else. | watch helplessly as my students become more and more frustrated, doubtful, and insecure about their place in
this world. As well, at my school alone, SpEd teacher positions are being cut. The cuts will increase caseloads which equal a
massive amounts of paperwork. Meetings for students run late into the afternoon, leaving the SpEd teacher no time to prepare.

Schools Our Keiki Deserves Act believes that Special Education is a specialized field. The act asks for increased funding to
purchase specialized materials, reduce case loads and class sizes so SpEd teachers have time and attention to individualize each
student plan, and additional preparation time to complete the necessary paperwork.

I want all of you to know how important Schools Our Keiki Deserves Act is. This act is a product of multiple surveys and
listening tours by Hawaii State Teachers Union. This act was created by the teachers. We as leaders in our profession are telling
you, politicians, what we need. This is a opportunity for Hawaii to set precedence to say, we honor teachers as leaders, and we
place priority in every student no matter who they are or what their cultural or socioeconomic status is.

Its time for us to say that we honor the whole child, we recognize that testing is not the answer to everything, that special need
students have special needs, and that we honor teachers as our leaders among many other equally important concerns.

My name is Kellee Kelly from Kea’au Elementary and I am asking you to vote in favor of SB2733 “The Schools Our Keiki
Deserve Act.”

Thank You.



Testimony in Support of the House Bill 2733
House Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15 pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and Committee Members,

We are Anna Davide and Emma Ormond, students at Mililani High School. We are in
strong support of S.B. 2586 because of Part I, Section 2 regarding “Whole Child Education.”
People are products of their culture and place of origin. We believe that place-based education
would increase student engagement and inclination to learn. Content relatable to the student
would provide them the opportunity to practice critical thinking and civil engagement when
parallels can be drawn between what is taught and school and what they see in the community.
Curriculum which promotes the humanities are often undermined in light of the increased focus
on test-prep towards harsh math and reading standards. Instruction in performing and visual
arts, cultural history, and physical education benefits student health and enhances their skill set
which can be drawn upon during adult life.

The ambition to integrate holistic education is not merely idealistic in its benefits, but has
been proven effective in alternative school settings. Anna Davide’s perspective derives her
experience attending the private school, Assets School to her transition to the public school
system. Moving to a public school, felt as if elements of certain academic freedoms, such as
time and encouragement to develop personal interests were lost in order to devote time to
become successful in a new context. It was also observed that teachers lost the courage to
express their own ingenuity in their lesson plans, in order to adhere to state benchmarks and
standards. Creative education creates creative citizens. Students deserve the opportunity to
explore new interests and their teachers shouldn’t sacrifice their own potential to conform to
stringent standards.



Testimony for support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 1:15p.m.

Honorable Chair Kidani and Committee Members,

We, Maddie Smith and Garrison Ishikawa-Gonzalez, students at Mililani High School,
support “the Schools Our keiki Deserve” legislation. Garrison is a senior at MHS who took part
in the HSTA rally at the capitol for “the Schools Our Keiki Deserve,” by giving a speech to over
700 teachers. We believe that every aspect of this bill is important, and would be very beneficial
for our often neglected public school system here in Hawaii, but the part of the bill that stood out
to us the most was Part II: Whole Child Education. One of the numerous flaws in our education
system is the sole and devoted focus on academic success, particularly when it comes to test
scores. These kind of intensive lessons, without full relevance context explained, causes
school-aged kids to lose focus and motivation to learn, and ultimately leave them either bored or
overwhelmed, causing the spark of curiosity to diminish or fade out. But, with whole child
education, including fitness, practical skills, cultural and global education, and the arts, our
students brains’ would be stimulated in a multitude of different subject areas, causing a
revitalized interest in academic subjects, and improving critical thinking skills by taking into

account all of these different aspects of “life”, rather than only academics.

Garrison: The academic process in Hawai'i is one that values the credits each student earns
than the curriculum students absorbed and learned. | have experienced programs designed for
failing students who need credits to graduate. The level of curriculum these teachers are forced

to teach is sadly low. These teachers would benefit from this bill being passed.

Maddie:



Speaking from personal experience, multiple outlets were always necessary for us to be
interested in an academic topic. My performance in school greatly increased once | gained
access to a creative outlet and a community with similar creative expression. Creative Writing
and poetry gave me, as a student, a sense that | could create something that would have a
lasting effect on other people, that | actually have the power to initiate change in my community
(be it just a group of friends, or something larger) via articulation of thoughts and feelings. This
gave me, and other students like me, a tremendous boost in confidence, which, in turn,
improved my public speaking skills and “resparked” interest in academics. Having multiple
outlets for expression broadens students’ worldviews and helps them to see the topics that they
are studying in the context of the real world, rather than in the context of pages in a textbook.

Sincerely,
Maddie Smith and Garrison Ishikawa-Gonzalez
(Concerned Students, Mililani High School)



Testimony for support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 1:15p.m.

Honorable Chair Kidani and Committee Members,

We, Maddie Smith and Garrison Ishikawa-Gonzalez, students at Mililani High School,
support “the Schools Our keiki Deserve” legislation. Garrison is a senior at MHS who took part
in the HSTA rally at the capitol for “the Schools Our Keiki Deserve,” by giving a speech to over
700 teachers. We believe that every aspect of this bill is important, and would be very beneficial
for our often neglected public school system here in Hawaii, but the part of the bill that stood out
to us the most was Part II: Whole Child Education. One of the numerous flaws in our education
system is the sole and devoted focus on academic success, particularly when it comes to test
scores. These kind of intensive lessons, without full relevance context explained, causes
school-aged kids to lose focus and motivation to learn, and ultimately leave them either bored or
overwhelmed, causing the spark of curiosity to diminish or fade out. But, with whole child
education, including fitness, practical skills, cultural and global education, and the arts, our
students brains’ would be stimulated in a multitude of different subject areas, causing a
revitalized interest in academic subjects, and improving critical thinking skills by taking into

account all of these different aspects of “life”, rather than only academics.

Garrison: The academic process in Hawai'i is one that values the credits each student earns
than the curriculum students absorbed and learned. | have experienced programs designed for
failing students who need credits to graduate. The level of curriculum these teachers are forced

to teach is sadly low. These teachers would benefit from this bill being passed.

Maddie:



Speaking from personal experience, multiple outlets were always necessary for us to be
interested in an academic topic. My performance in school greatly increased once | gained
access to a creative outlet and a community with similar creative expression. Creative Writing
and poetry gave me, as a student, a sense that | could create something that would have a
lasting effect on other people, that | actually have the power to initiate change in my community
(be it just a group of friends, or something larger) via articulation of thoughts and feelings. This
gave me, and other students like me, a tremendous boost in confidence, which, in turn,
improved my public speaking skills and “resparked” interest in academics. Having multiple
outlets for expression broadens students’ worldviews and helps them to see the topics that they
are studying in the context of the real world, rather than in the context of pages in a textbook.

Sincerely,
Maddie Smith and Garrison Ishikawa-Gonzalez
(Concerned Students, Mililani High School)



Testimony in Support of House Bill 2733
House Committee on Education
Wednesday, February 10, 2016, 2:00 p.m.

Honorable Chair Takumi and Committee Members,

We, Harlan Rose and Skyler Robinson, seniors in AP Government at Mililani High
School, are in strong support of the legislation. We are both military dependent children and, as
such, we have been enrolled in multiple schools across the country. With this background, we
feel as though it is important to give testimony about the quality of school facilities in Hawaii.
Both of our middle schools on the mainland were more well-kept than the school buildings here
in the islands. Whenever facilities were broken or out-of-order, every effort was taken to ensure
that they were repaired as soon as possible. This includes, but was not limited to, air conditioning
and heating units. We believe that properly maintained school facilities provided for a positive
learning environment because classrooms were kept at a comfortable temperature and other
facilities were always functional.

In public schools in Hawaii, temperatures are high year-round, which results in
unreasonably hot and humid classrooms. Some classroom temperatures have been known to
exceed 100 degrees. This results in an undesirable learning atmosphere, which discourages
students from learning to their full potential. In fact, it has inspired absenteeism, which is causing
attendance rates in public schools to drop. School facilities that are in such poor shape that
students do not want to come to school is an embarrassment. As such, we need to work to
establish more comfortable classroom conditions in Hawaii public schools. If we cannot add air
conditioners to every classroom, we should, at the very least, add fans to every classroom at
every campus. It is the responsibility of the legislature to fix these issues, and lack of action only
proves our legislator’s blatant disregard for Hawaii’s children. Therefore, we need to take action,
improve classroom conditions, and inspire a desire for a better education.

Sincerely,
Skyler Robinson
Harlan Rose



Testimony For: Support of HB 2733

Senate on Education Hearing

Wednesday, Friday 10, 2016

Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

As a sophomore at Mililani High School, I find it hard to believe that the hard working
special education teachers have to deal with meeting federal requirements as well as taking care
of their students. Due to the lack of funding in the special education system, teachers are left in
the dust trying to maintain a decent environment for the kids with special needs to learn.

As a state, we are slowly slipping through the cracks when it comes to meeting federal
requirements. In 2005, Hawaii went from being in the top nine for meeting federal requirements
then dropped to the 27 ranked as “needs improvement” two years in a row. Hawaii teachers are
‘highly qualified’ but, we are still failing to meet the requirements from the government.

Special education students were tested in 2004-05 and on average they were 21% lower
than general education students then, in 2015-16 special education students averaged 48.8%
lower on tests. Special Education students should not be tested in comparison to general
education students. You are asking those who are mentally incapable of completing simple tasks
to do proficient on a test that some general education students struggle to exceed on. Then, you
use those statistics to determine if the special needs teachers are meeting requirements. The real
problem is not funding, it is how you evaluate the children.

In 8th grade, I had a special needs student in one of my science classes. Seeing how they
struggled to pick up on the material really broke my heart. The teacher did her best to slow down
the pace of class for that one specific student but, then it hurt the other children’s learning
because they were trying to learn new material. The teachers did their best to work with this
student on the side but, she still did not understand it. She began to get frustrated and she
eventually broke down. Putting so much pressure on the special needs kids often have a bitter
outcome. Funding is only the beginning of the problem. There are still other issues that need to
be addressed.

More funding for special needs students should not stop. We just need to understand that
funding is not the only problem that needs to be solved.

Sincerely,
Sydney K. Aea



Testimony for support of HB 2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday February 10, 2016

Honorable Chair Takumi and Committee Members

My name is Jalen Holder, [ am a freshman at Mililani High School, and I support section XI. Section
XI of SB 2586, states that in evaluations, teachers should not be held responsible for test scores of
students that are chronically absent. In other words, teachers should not be penalized for bad test scores of
students who don’t come to school enough. I completely support this legislation because chronically
absent students can completely destroy a teacher’s evaluation, and a teacher should not be harshly graded
on the students not coming to class enough.

Teacher evaluations are done by taking each student's test score from the previous year, and
comparing that to their score at the end of the year, and the amount the score has grown is what
the teacher added to the student's knowledge that year. Teacher’s are harshly judged on the new
material learned by their students.

It’s not fair if the student is not learning enough because he/she is not coming to school
frequently enough. According to a study done in 2013 by the Department of Education, every 2
out of 10 elementary school students were considered to be chronically absent. That 20% is
major issue, and this section of the bill will definitely benefit our teachers that work so hard to
educate us, the students of Hawaii.

Sincerely,

Jalen



Testimony for: Support of HB2733
House Committee of Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members

| am Bryson Barron, a freshman at Mililani High school, and | support this bill
because it is a positive enforcement that will help the education system. Place-based
curricula immerses students in culture, history, and heritage of local communities and is
needed to provide students with skills necessary to solve community problems. Whole
child education would require elementary, and intermediate schools to allocate a certain
percent of all student’s learning hours in visual arts, music, theatre, dance. Hawaiian
and Polynesian studies, Hawaiian language, native Hawaiian traditional and customary
practices, and physical education. A 2014 Harvard Graduate School of Education study
indicated that an education in music and drama contributes to an increase in verbal
achievement and spatial reasoning.

In 2009, | attended Kamalii Elementary School in Maui and was given the
opportunity of taking Hawaiian language class, Hawaiian dance, art, and music. | know
that some other schools weren’t as fortunate as mine, such as Mililani Waena. In 2009,
Kahea Aea attended Waena and wasn’t given the option to take Hawaiian language. It
was only opened to the students when Kahea was in the eighth grade. Every student in
elementary and middle school should be able to take classes about the language and
culture in Hawaii.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 10:15 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: foodsovereigntynow@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2733 on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM*
HB2733

Submitted on: 2/8/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
| Mitsuko Hayakawa || Individual | Support || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
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Testimony for: Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and House Committee members,

I am a ninth grader at Mililani High School and | believe that this bill should be passed.
Students should have the ability to have a well-rounded and better quality education. This could
help children have the opportunity to advance in creativity and develop better learning skills.
Classes such as art, music, and extracurricular are not as valued as core classes like math,

English, etc. According to the National Education Longitudinal Study (NELS), proves that extra
activities prevent dropouts and success in school. Other than school advantages, getting kids into
extracurricular could help kids become better at time management and prevent addictive bad
habits. Instead of kids being uninterested in their work, they could be more motivated to come to
school and do something that they can enjoy.

Other than adding more classes to our school, we should put more teacher assistants into
classrooms since many children struggle with their academics. Since many classes are
overpopulated with other kids, many are unable to receive the proper help. If students had more
attention, test grades would go up. According to Michael Hansen, excellent eighth-grade teachers
in the United States were responsible for six or twelve more students per class. This means the
smaller the class, the better the education the child receives. More teachers could help students
advance in their education, which could help kids be successful in the future. Possibly, we could
find a cure for cancer but we need to start with providing kids with better education.

Sincerely,
Allena Wong



Testimony In Support of Senate Bill 2586
Senate Committee on Education
Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Dear Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

My name is Amy Perruso, and as veteran public school teacher and parent of a
public elementary school child, I have committed myself to the improvement of public
education in Hawai'i. | am convinced, given the opening for change provided the passage
of ESSA and new state leadership, that we have a unique and historic opportunity to do
something that has never been done in Hawai'i. We could create the schools our keiki
deserve.

Public education in Hawai'i has the potential power to democratize and make our
society more equal, fair, and just. Public education policy should accordingly be
designed, developed, and assessed in as democratic a fashion as possible. The act entitled
“Schools Our Keiki Deserve” emerged from conversations and forums with public school
teachers in every chapter and on every island of the state of Hawai‘i, and represents the
contribution of teachers to the public conversation about public education. We seek to
raise awareness about what is happening in our schools and to advocate changes that will
restore ola (well-being), lokahi (balance), pono (fairness), and aloha (care) to state
education policy in Hawai‘i.

This legislation is a result of a long process of continuing internal dialogue within
our association. In member-to-member forums facilitated through a statewide “listening
tour,” teachers engaged in a common process to move from a ‘language of critique’ to a
‘language of hope’ and possibility. In these forums, teacher participants engaged in
extended discussion of the problems facing public education, the exacerbation of these
issues by the recent education ‘reform’ policies (i.e. No Child Left Behind and Race to the
Top), and the possibilities for change presently available. They considered major
continuing trends, novel emerging issues, and significant continuities from the
past. Teacher participants used this analysis to ‘envision their preferred futures,” and
provided feedback that the state leadership used to develop the shared vision of the
association and to determine the most effective strategy to move towards our shared
preferred future.

The most important concepts informing this shared vision for our preferred future
for public education in Hawai‘i are ola (well-being), /okahi (balance), pono (fairness),
and aloha (care). Teachers want schools to promote the development and well-being of
the whole student, intellectually, physically, spiritually, and socially (ola). They think
that educational policy should be designed around recognition of the vital
interdependence and need for balance of all of these aspects of development, within each
student and the community as whole (/okahi). They argued that public education policy
should cultivate the individual talents and potential of all students, whatever their
circumstances, and respect the roles and responsibilities of those who work with them
(pono). And, most importantly, they argued that sound public education policy should
create optimal conditions for students’ development, based on compassion, experience,
and practical wisdom (aloha/malama). The “Schools Our Keiki Deserve” campaign is
our first step in the effort to realize this vision.



In this shared preferred future, public schools become a primary site of public
investment structured around visions of equity and excellence, and the resources and
facilities available for learning reflect the high value accorded to the knowledge shared
with future generations. There were four main purposes of public education identified by
teacher participants in the groups in which I participated: economic, cultural, social, and
personal. Educators recognized the importance of enabling students to become
economically responsible and independent. Teachers also emphasized the role of public
education in helping students understand and appreciate their own cultures and respect
the diversity of others. The social function of public education, teachers argued, is to
support students in becoming active and compassionate citizens. And public education
should have a personal impact: it should serve the students themselves, to contribute not
simply to their ‘happiness’ but ultimately, to student ‘flourishing’. This redefinition of the
purposes of education centers the process on “opening the world to more questions, to
deeper uncertainties, to shared and contested meanings, to community engagement, to
imagination, action and joy.”[1]

Public schools play a critical role in any kind of democratic political system and
should serve as centers of community and collaborative learning. The first implication of
this renewed emphasis on the public schools as centers for community building is a shift
in the understanding of the purposes of public goods and resources. The purpose of
education is to provide opportunities for young people to explore what it means to be
fully human. Young people need support and guidance in discovering who they are, as
humans, in relation to others, and in exploring different ways of expressing themselves
and developing meaningful relationships with the world around them. Young people
should be given opportunities to acquire a wider rather than narrower range of skills,
because all members of society need a range of knowledge and capacities, broad and
deep enough to know how to further that knowledge should they so desire. Public schools
in Hawai‘i should educate children so that they can be effective and reasonable
participants in public decision-making, and, perhaps most importantly, so that they
understand the intrinsic value of intellectual pursuits to serve the ends of life-
enhancement.

When the primary desired social good or outcome is the development of human
potential rather than economic growth, the entire design of education is transformed.
There is a shift in two main areas, the first of which is the desire to learn and willingness
to be creatively challenged. With a focus on embracing challenges, students and
educators alike build upon their areas of strength and welcome the opportunity to explore
areas in which they might not feel as comfortable. As adults, students will need to be
able to critically and creatively grapple with overlapping ecological, economic and
political crises. A second important capacity that will be developed as a result of this shift
is the willingness to use political participation through legal channels to raise questions
about social problems and to achieve justice. This is critical as we move towards shared
challenges: students need to develop the ability to engage in public reasoning in a spirit
of mutual respect and willingness to listen.

I hope that legislators can work with public school teachers of Hawai‘i seek to
reclaim public education for public purposes. Teachers have been trying, even against the
challenges of having BOE and DOE hearings largely held during teaching hours, to raise
awareness about what is happening in our schools and to advocate changes that will



restore ola (well-being), lokahi (balance), pono (fairness), and aloha (care) to state
education policy in Hawai‘i. Teachers are and have always been powerful advocates on
behalf of the young people of our communities and partners with their families. We look
forward to continuing to build relationships with our communities to strengthen our
public school, to help create the schools our keiki deserve.

Sincerely,

Amy Perruso, Ph.D

Mililani High School

Advanced Placement Social Studies
NBCT



[1] Jones, Denisha. "Another Casualty in the Fight to Save Public Education: An Interview with Barbara
Madeloni." EmPower Magazine. EmPower, 13 June 2012. Web. 14 Jan. 2016.



Testimony For Support: HB2733 Committee of Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members
Topic: Decreasing Class Size (Supporting)

One issue contributing to education is the oversize of classes. We need to decrease the amount
of students in each room to help the students as well as teachers. We have dealt with many personal
issues due to the amount of students within one classroom and with only one teacher per class. For us
personally, we like to have personal attention and need to have interaction with the teacher. Within the
large amount of students, there is a diversity between the level of each student and their ability to learn.
With the large amounts of students per class, it’s hard to get the teacher’s attention. However, not only is
this problem affecting the capacity of a student’s learning, but also the teachers. We often see frazzled
teachers or substitutes that are overwhelmed with the amount of students that are asking questions and
trying to turn things in. When we see such stressed out teachers or substitutes, we often get stressed too
because of feeling rushed and needing to repeat ourselves making sure that our grade is put in correctly.
We agree with this testimony of decreasing class size due to personal experience caused by the overload
of students.

Not only does this topic personally affect us, but many other students in our school and
throughout the entire state. There are schools much larger than our own such as Campbell with around
50 students per class. In this type of class, the students must have an even harder time focusing, getting
the teacher’s personal attention and time, as well as raising their hands and patrticipating in class.
Campbell is not the only school across the state that consists of such a large amount of students, and
others just like them are suffering from overwhelming capacity of students. This problem impacts students
personal lives and grades. If the student barely has time to ask personal questions about the lesson or is
easily distracted by all of the conversation going on in the classroom, they won’t be able to fully form the
conceptions that they are being taught. Students who are too shy to ask a question in such a big class
are most likely not to ask at all. By decreasing the class size, students who tend to be shy will have a
smaller set of students to talk in front of, allowing them to slowly build public speaking skills too which will
eventually build up to help them outside and beyond the high school years. For teachers all around
Hawaii, teaching such a large class is a big stress and having so many students needing help while
making sure that all are stable with what you're teaching. Decreasing class size will help the whole
community from teachers, students and even concerned parents. We both strongly support this
testimony due to the affects it has on so many and the impact it can make on so many.

Sincerely,

Aidyn Aradanas &
Leah Mcnorton
Mililani High School



Testimony for support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2:00p.m.

Honorable Chair Kidani and Committee Members,

First of all, | want to say that every aspect of this bill is important, and would be very
beneficial for our often neglected public school system here in Hawaii, but the part of the bill that
stood out to me the most was Part |I: Whole Child Education. One of the numerous flaws in our
education system is the sole and devoted focus on academic success, particularly when it
comes to test scores. These kind of intensive lessons, without full relevance context explained,
causes school-aged kids to lose focus and motivation to learn, and ultimately leave them either
bored or overwhelmed,, causing the spark of curiosity to diminish or fade out. But, with whole
child education, including fitness, practical skills, cultural and global education, and the arts, our
students brains’ would be stimulated in a multitude of different subject areas, causing a
revitalized interest in academic subjects, and improving critical thinking skills by taking into
account all of these different aspects of “life”, rather than only academics.

Speaking from personal experience, multiple outlets was always necessary for me to be
interested in an academic topic. My performance in school greatly increased once | gained
access to a creative outlet and a community with similar creative expression. Creative Writing
and poetry gave me, as a student, a sense that | could create something that would have a
lasting effect on other people, that | actually have the power to initiate change in my community
(be it just a group of friends, or something larger) via articulation of thoughts and feelings. This
gave me, and other students like me, a tremendous boost in confidence, which, in turn,
improved my public speaking skills and “resparked” interest in academics. Having multiple
outlets for expression broadens students’ worldviews and helps them to see the topics that they

are studying in the context of the real world, rather than in the context of pages in a textbook.



Sincerely,
Maddie Smith
(Concerned Student, Mililani High School)



Testimony for: support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

I am a freshman at Mililani High School and | support this bill because throughout this bill
you address issues that | believe are important for younger generations’ future. Class size and
support for all of our students is something that should really be focused on. When being in a
smaller classroom students are able to receive a more in depth comment or critique on their
assignments. Also, lower achieving students who are placed in smaller classes have their
academic progress dramatically increase while being in that class. If it is proven that smaller
class sizes help academic improvement then why do some classes still have larger classes?
For example, Campbell High school academic subject classes has 40 or more students in a
class. How is one teacher supposed to help give specific comments for each student?

This whole bill is basically about the students and for future generations which is very
important. The younger generation, including us, are expected to solve all of society’s
problems. Making our education environment better and providing passionate and respected
teachers may be the first step. My personal experience with class sizes is that | felt that my
understanding of that particular lesson was better in a smaller class, rather than in a larger one.
| feel like in a smaller class the teacher is able to focus her energy on a specific student rather
than having her to spread herself out with multiple students. In my opinion students | feel more
confident with smaller classes because of that connection | am able to have with the teacher.
My main idea that | am trying to get here is that | support this bill in hopes of it helping this
generations and future generations.

-Sincerely,
Janice Alegre



Testimony for: support of HB 2733

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Committee on Education Hearing

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

Hi we are Ryan Castillo and Evan Kurashige, and we are freshman students from Mililani
High School. We would like to voice our opinion about HB 2733. House Bill 2733 is a very good
bill, we have looked over the bill and agree with its contents. Students should get more rights
within the school. Teachers, principals, and even students will find that learning will be more
productive and enjoyable with better privileges, and more legroom. According to multiple
sources, students learn better with less kids, which means that class sizes should be smaller,
instead of packing tons of students into one classroom, making conditions uncomfortable.
“‘Researchers generally agree that lower class sizes, at least in the earliest grades, are linked to
positive educational benefits such as better test scores, fewer dropouts and higher graduation

rates, especially for disadvantaged children”. Smaller class sizes also decrease the ratio of too

many teachers to one or two teacher(s). “The most obvious explanation for why reducing class

size works — that teachers give students better, more-tailored instruction in smaller classes —
probably isn’t the reason why achievement goes up. Teachers for the most part don’t change
their practices automatically when their classes have fewer students. Students behave better
and pay more attention in smaller groups, and this may account at least initially for the gains.
For example, it's harder for a couple of troublemakers in the back of the room to derail the class
when they can’t hide in a crowd.” Having smaller class sizes is very beneficial to the ordinary

child so that they can succeed, and be destined for success.



We are very concerned about this bill, and we hope it passes. Students in Hawaii deserve
better learning environments and facilities, because we are the future of Hawaii. Without
adequate facilities, teaching us would be kind of pointless. Do people really think that students
can remember the material they are taught, when the scorching classroom heat is affecting their
concentration? | don’t think so. The students of schools with lower budgets and rural areas
deserve better. They deserve to have proper teaching environments, so they can learn, and
retain what they learn. After all, we are the next generation, and the future rests in our hands,

and we deserve the necessary tools to make sure our future is bright.

Thank you,
Ryan Castillo and Evan Kurashige

Mililani High School



Testimony for: Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, freshman at Mililani High School, agree with HB 2733 with regards of whole
child education. Other courses besides required core classes are essential to enhancing
student skills, and are very beneficial in preparing students for the real world after high
school. Whole child education is very essential in finding the things that students like and
desire to be. The public school system cannot do this if we only spent about $8000 a
student. The students of today are the world leaders of tomorrow, and students cannot
be world leaders if they only learn the basic subjects every single day. For example, the
culture and lifestyle found in Hawai’i is one of the most unique and exciting cultures
around. We need to emphasize this to be better thinkers and explores in order to
continue these excellent traditions, but this won’t happen if the educational curriculum is
very scripted and basic. Rather than just focusing on whether or not the answer to your
math problem is correct or if the students know where to put their commas, we should be
looking for authentic learning experiences. Life isn’t just an assembly line of generations.
It is an experience that should be cherished throughout their educational life.

Personally, we are both athletes and musicians. At our school we enjoy the
athletics and extracurricular activities that are provided, and feel that they have greatly
increased our academic success as well as our life skills that will be needed in
adulthood. Our school is one of the few public schoaols in the state that is fortunate
enough to be provided with the materials and resources that are required for whole child
education. However, there are schools that are less fortunate than us such as Waianae
and Nanakuli. These schools deserve the same educational resources that we do. We're
sure that it is not the state’s goal to have schools without a band room or a basketball
court. These venues will allow students to explore what they love to do, rather than just
focus on the basic courses that is required and sometimes boring to some students. In
conclusion, more efforts should be made to emphasize other classes besides core
classes that are considered to be the only ‘necessary’ courses.

Respectfully,

Josh Thorley & Jake Simpson



Name: Matthew Feria, Justice Rosario
Period: 6

Date: February 8, 2016

Testimony for: Support of SB2586
Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takuni and committee members, we juniors at Mililani High School
support bill HB2733 because Hawaii needs it. Needs it to keep up in the world. Needs it to
improve the community. Needs it to improve our students future. The islands are behind, Hawaii
is last in the country concerning the spending on students, due to cost of living. This bill will
allow the state to catch up to the rest of the world, building a better future for our students.

To begin, the weighted student formula is an important way for schools to improve
staffing and funding equity. This is important not only for the staff, but for the students as well.
The students will be able to reach their greatest potential since the formula allows for more
money per student depending on the type of class they’re taking; such as honors or AP. This
allows for money to be allocated in important classes and avoid wasting any extra money for
students that aren’t in rigorous courses. The other schools that aren’t as fortunate as our own
could benefit greatly from such programs, especially since this state needs more schools like
ours.

This affects students such as ourselves who also seek ambitious futures, since the money

will allow for AP courses to get the more money across the state. Especially for students in other



schools who have the same academic potential as us, the additional money will allow them to
achieve their full potential. Also, classroom size will be greatly helped; even Mililani has had
instances where too many students are in one classroom, to the point that there aren’t even
enough chairs or laptops. If the weighted student formula were to be continued across the state,
many more students would be able to pursue better careers because they will have better learning
environments. This will create more jobs, a better economy, and prevent students becoming
homeless in the future because of better opportunities. So why shouldn’t we invest in the future?
Sincerely,

Matthew Feria and Justice Rosario



Testimony for: support of HB 2733

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Committee on Education Hearing

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

Hi we are Ryan Castillo and Evan Kurashige, and we are freshman students from Mililani
High School. We would like to voice our opinion about HB 2733. House Bill 2733 is a very good
bill, we have looked over the bill and agree with its contents. Students should get more rights
within the school. Teachers, principals, and even students will find that learning will be more
productive and enjoyable with better privileges, and more legroom. According to multiple
sources, students learn better with less kids, which means that class sizes should be smaller,
instead of packing tons of students into one classroom, making conditions uncomfortable.
“‘Researchers generally agree that lower class sizes, at least in the earliest grades, are linked to
positive educational benefits such as better test scores, fewer dropouts and higher graduation

rates, especially for disadvantaged children”. Smaller class sizes also decrease the ratio of too

many teachers to one or two teacher(s). “The most obvious explanation for why reducing class

size works — that teachers give students better, more-tailored instruction in smaller classes —
probably isn’t the reason why achievement goes up. Teachers for the most part don’t change
their practices automatically when their classes have fewer students. Students behave better
and pay more attention in smaller groups, and this may account at least initially for the gains.
For example, it's harder for a couple of troublemakers in the back of the room to derail the class
when they can’t hide in a crowd.” Having smaller class sizes is very beneficial to the ordinary

child so that they can succeed, and be destined for success.



We are very concerned about this bill, and we hope it passes. Students in Hawaii deserve
better learning environments and facilities, because we are the future of Hawaii. Without
adequate facilities, teaching us would be kind of pointless. Do people really think that students
can remember the material they are taught, when the scorching classroom heat is affecting their
concentration? | don’t think so. The students of schools with lower budgets and rural areas
deserve better. They deserve to have proper teaching environments, so they can learn, and
retain what they learn. After all, we are the next generation, and the future rests in our hands,

and we deserve the necessary tools to make sure our future is bright.

Thank you,
Ryan Castillo and Evan Kurashige

Mililani High School



Testimony for: Support of HB2733
Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

As freshmen at Mililani High School, we highly support the HB2733, part two
whole child education which is a really important matter. Kids in Hawaii come to school
with various kinds of talents, interests, questions, and have a great expanse of
knowledge. These kids should have the opportunity to pick from a wide range of
extracurricular activities that could help benefit their community, themselves, and their
future. They should have the capability to engage themselves in challenging learning
environments, that interests them and should have the support they need from their
families, educators, and community. But then again, there’s always an issue about not
having enough money or monies being limited. Money is always being spent on other
occurrences, such as murals to beautify the campus, but rarely on education. You need
to envision how whole education could have a positive influence on our youth. Whole
child education would help answer questions that kids are uncertain about. This would
allow them to gain more knowledge about what they want to do in the future. By allowing
whole child education it would improve academic achievement.

We have had experiences from a student's perspective and would like to mention
them to you. As students at Mililani High School, we are actually pretty privileged. |,
Lynn Uehara, am in the band in the high school and creativity is a big part of playing
your instrument. You need to figure out how you can connect your emotions to the
music to make it more moving and to connect to your audience. | really can not imagine
my life without the music department that we have. | have learned so much about
music, history, emotions and have slowly unlocked traits of mine | didn’t know | had. If
that was taken away from me, | wouldn't be who | am today. Some schools don’t even
know what an orchestra is and that is basic music terminology. You can learn so much
through music and | have learned that. It is like math and art combined; you actually
have to think and comprehend what is on that piece of paper. You think that music is so
simple and that is has nothing to do with your lives. But imagine a world with no music,
no rhythm, no beat and no feelings. Music is so much deeper than you think and people
don’t have the opportunity to learn that.

I, Elisha Lin Hopeau, am in an arts and craft elective and have been in arts and
craft electives since sixth grade. Imagination and vision plays a huge role in art. You
have to imagine that what you are drawing is real. You have to know how to add value,
contrast, and a variety of other techniques that will help you to accomplish that. You
have to have a vision of what you want your creation to mean and how you can touch
each and every person with it. | know it may seem like art isn’t a big deal, but for the
artist it is. That is how they express what they are feeling because sometimes they don’t
know any other way to express themselves. Like they say a picture equals a 1,000
words because it describes so much in a simple or even a complex drawing. Other
schools may not have the opportunity to do any other types of electives that would suit
them and help them find out who they are and who they want to be. Don't be that walll,
blocking them from what they want to achieve in school. Yes, they can do these kinds of
things on their own, but when you have peers with you, going through what you are



doing, it helps so much to receive the support that you need to be confident enough to
continue pursuing what you want to do.
Sincerely,
Elisha Lin Hopeau and Lynn Uehara



Testimony for: Support of SB2586
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15 pm

Aloha, legislators! | am Isabel Camacho, a student at Mililani High School, and | strongly
support this bill. In particular, | would be pleased if the PART V. QUALITY SCHOOL
FACILITIES became reality. Concerning Hawaii’s school facilities, | would like to focus
upon the issue of installing air conditioning and cooling systems for our public schools.

94% of Hawaii’s public schools lack air conditioning throughout their entire
school, according to an official count. Schools will have more trouble with this as we
move into warmer times- there’s the fact that Honolulu is making record high
temperatures, which has happened at least 25 times in the last year or so, not to
mention that experts say our cooling trade winds have been declining. This may not
seem terribly urgent, but the majority of these schools are already in warmer areas like
Ewa Beach, where a Campbell High School teacher measured her classroom and found
it was 96 degrees fahrenheit- this is like a humid Hawaiian day with no wind, but worse.
Studies show that anywhere over 75 degrees makes it hard to focus, so this is clearly
not the ideal environment for learning. Another Ewa Beach teacher left her work for the
emergency room, experiencing intense heat exhaustion; she was later told she nearly
had a heat stroke. Heat strokes are a deadly medical emergency, as the possible loss
of consciousness and the damage done to organs, including the brain, is in some cases
fatal. Considering kids are more vulnerable to heat exhaustion from not being fully
developed, this issue is actually very urgent.

From personal experience, | know air conditioned classrooms are preferable
since they are significantly easier to focus in. It is simply miserable in that type of a
learning environment- being stuck in a small, steaming room with 35 sweaty kids in it,
you couldn’t possibly be expected to learn, or to even pretend to pay attention. Yet,
even though | think | have it bad in my classes without AC, and | go to the

highest-ranking and nicest public high school in Hawaii, in one of the cooler parts of



Oahu, so to think that the majority of Hawaiian kids are facing much worse is to say the
least upsetting.
Thus, it is so very pressing that this bill is accepted, for just this one small

segment of the bill will do so much for our community. Thanks for your time.



Testimony for: Support of SB2586
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

My name is Cairo Kahakua and I am a student at Mililani High School. I believe SB2586
is a great bill and I support it. This would give the students a more comfortable and better work
place because of the air conditioning and smaller class sizes. Studies show that the lack of a
comfortable classroom will make it harder for students to pay attention, concentrate, learn, and
they become more irritable in a non-comfortable environment. Air conditioning also has good
effects as it helps the students work, “Research indicates that lowering the temperature and
increasing ventilation in classrooms increases student performance by 10 to 20 percent. The
students' performance improved mainly in terms of how quickly they worked and also how many
errors were made.” To make the classrooms even better, this bill proposes that we should make
the classes with less kids, so the teachers could teach some of the kids more personally than a
class with more students. Less students could also help the special education or disadvantaged
children, since they sometimes need more attention from the teacher to learn how to do the

lessons we are being taught.

This bill also affects me personally, because in my school only the new or recently
renovated buildings have air conditioning, and some my friends do not have a single air
conditioned classroom. This could affect their learning and it could make it harder for them to
graduate. Another thing is that in one of my classes, we do not have enough laptops for every

student, so we would have to share with someone else. If we had a smaller class size, then there



would be enough laptops for everyone. This also make me think of the schools who don’t have
enough chairs or desks for everyone or if they even have laptops in the first place. All in all I
believe this bill could help schools become better than they are now and it could help the

students graduate from high school easier.

Sincerely,

Cairo Kahakua



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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To: EDNtestimony
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HB2733

Submitted on: 2/9/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
Jeanné Kapela | Individual | Support || Yes

Comments: Education ends exploitation. Every year, more than 2,500 women and
children are sex trafficked on our shores. Hundreds of victims are children, with the
average victim being only 13 years old. Hawali'i is home to over 150 high risk sex
trafficking establishments. The islands are also subjected to "cybertrafficking," with over
110,000 ads for prostitution in Hawai'i posted online each year. By empowering our
youth to advance their learning, however, we can end human trafficking within the next
generation. As part of my run for Miss Hawai'i, | created UNITE!, an educational
program devoted to ending human trafficking in Hawai'i. Through outreach and
awareness in local schools, we provide students with the skills necessary to prevent
exploitation by building healthy relationships and learning communities. Our program, “It
Ends With Us,” explains how trafficking works in the 21st Century, preparing students to
recognize threatening situations and respond to potential abuse. Additionally, we teach
young adults how to become leaders in developing support systems that help heal
peers who have been targeted by traffickers. Yet, this program can be only be
successful if students are given broader opportunities to succeed. That is why we must
invest in education by funding classroom air conditioning, lowering class sizes, placing
artistic creativity and Native Hawaiian studies above test-taking skills, expanding career
training for students who want to enter the workforce after high school, and paying our
teachers respectable, and respectful, salaries. When we advance our schools into the
21st century, we prevent modern-day slavery from taking a foothold on our shores.
Please pass SB 2586, giving every child a chance to prosper. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

I, Seanpaul Kaleopa’a-Tadaki, a student of Mililani High School, support HB 2733 on
limiting standardized testing in schools because standardized testing compares students to
other schools across the state. What good does this do for the student? It lets them know how
little or how much more or less someone knows compared to them. Students take about 112
mandatory standardized test from kindergarden to the end of twelfth grade. Standardized testing
only evaluates a student in one particular day, which is the day of taking the test, not over the
course of their school year and are only evaluating their ability to remember what will be on a
test. This lowers a student's confidence of what they are capable of achieving in schools.

For most of my time in school from second grade until now, | always wonder why | had
to take these tests and how they will this help me and other students in the real world. Well, it
doesn’t help my classmates or myself, because we spend hours preparing for a test that will not
help us. We could use this time to explore our talents and see what they can do for us. We need
to stop standardized testing and dictate the way we learn. We need tests that further your
education, and not compare you to someone else’s education.

Sincerely, SeanPaul Kaleopaa-Tadaki
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, Jackson Huston and Nathan Sawyer, are students at Mililani High School
and we support Part VIII of HB2733. In the “School Our Keiki Deserve “ paper Part VI
addresses the need for us to end high stake testing in schools. By continuing to use
standardized testing we are putting teachers jobs on the line. Teachers will be judged
based off the scores they get on the tests. “The impact of the adoption of this faulty
evaluation process by the Hawai‘i DOE has been a widespread drop in teacher morale.”
This is not fair to any teacher since kids could simply not try. It could easily kick
teachers out of their for something that wasn'’t their fault. Clearly this paper shows us
why we should support part seven in particular of the bill, HB2733.

We both also see the need for the standardized testing to stop. We are smart
students but at the same time terrible test takers. We feel that it can be unfair that
students are judged on how good they are in tests as they just bring pressure and
anxiety. The both of us just find state tests unnecessary. Students will end up not caring
about them and will therefore, do poorly putting a bad impact on the teachers. So we
strongly support Part VIl of HB2733 and we think other people should too.

Sincerely,
Jackson Huston and Nathan Sawyer
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, Mililani High School students Melissa Munemitsu and Ashley Takayama, fully
support House Bill 2733 section V.

My mother Ann Munemitsu is a regular 1st grade teacher at Iliahi elementary school.
She strongly believes that improving the learning environment of all schools would “Really
improve the attention spans of my students. Despite multiple warnings, they continue to doze off
from the never-ending heat of the sun. I want only the best for my students, and having them
come to shabby classes every single day is not the fun atmosphere schools are often portrayed as-
it’s punishment.” Currently, there are only three places at Iliahi Elementary that are air
conditioned- the library and the two computer labs. Both of these locations are places that
students will not be for the majority of their time in school. Their primary place of learning will
be their homeroom.

We both believe that our attendance at Mililani High School is a considerable privilege to
have. Three out of seven of our period classes have AC’s installed in them. While analyzing our
grades, we realized that we tended to score higher on exams and bookwork in our three AC
classes. The same can be said for my fellow peers- they appear to be much more focused and

willing to volunteer their ideas in classes that have AC.



Although costly, the renovation of classrooms would forever change the way students act
in class for the better. It is a well known fact that Hawaii is ranked last for capital improvement
investment per student and has the lowest SAT scores in the nation. There is a list made on the
Hawaii DOE page, about school that are a priority to get ACs’ in their classrooms as soon as
possible. Some of these schools include Ewa Beach elementary, Campbell High School, and
[lima Intermediate. This needs to be looked upon as a serious issue and we believe that this bill

will be the solution to majority of the problems that downgrade our island state. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Melissa Munemitsu

Ashley Takayama
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, Steven Camacho, Rasa Maximus Melchor, and Cody Villegas support the aspect of
standardized testing of HB 2733 bill, because we and a great number of our peers believe that
the way we are being taught is geared too much to the tests. And are not learning enough
information that we will need to know when we enter the “real world.”

According to the SOKD (Schools Our Keki Deserve) report “Since No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
was enacted in 2001, Hawai‘i schools have gradually been forced to shift their focus from
teaching to preparation for testing. Although it may not have been the intention, teachers have
spent more and more class time preparing their students for tests, and much less time
engaging in rich and meaningful instruction that does not pertain directly to the narrow goal of
achieving a desired test score.” What we see in this statement, is what we were arguing for in
the first place; that the curriculum being taught to our keiki and us which is geared too much
towards the testing which the schools receive profits from. Standardized testing takes too much
time out of the day, time that could be better spent on learning information that could help
students in preparation for college, and life after college such as career pathways that would
help them. Much of the content we are learning currently in many of our classes is taught “to
the test” and we do not learn enough meaningful information.

What we are learning in school is geared too much toward the standardized tests, and this
cannot continue anymore. With the education that the younger generation are receiving,
Hawaii's next generation of adults will be ones with no proper education from their grade school,
high school, and won’t be able to understand new standards that are being taught to their
children because they were not educated well enough. If we are the leaders of tomorrow, we
deserve to be properly taught in order to be what we are intended to be.

Sincerely,

Rasa Maximus,

Steven Camacho,
Cody Villegas,

and Mililani high school
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Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

We, Kerri Nashiro, Erin Bumanglag, and Taylor Coloma, as students of Mililani High School,
support Act SB 2586. In particular we support the section that emphasizes smaller class sizes,
which results in better achieving students. Based on experiments in Tennessee, Wisconsin, and
other states, it has shown that students in smaller classes have higher academic achievement,
receive better grades, and exhibit improved attendance. Not only that, but it was also proven
that students benefited the most from smaller class sizes which are from poor and minority
backgrounds, and yet they experience twice the achievement gains compared to students from
bigger classes. It is also stated that having smaller classes can drastically affect students in
grades K-3 and in secondary school, which is some of the most influential and important
educational years of a student's life. In particular, students who perform at low levels still remain
at low levels or in fact decline in passing when put into a large, populated class. This is most
likely caused by the fact that having larger classes means a greater possibility of misbehavior
from multiple people, leading teachers to focus on redirecting behaviors, which wastes the
limited amount of time, and takes away from actually teaching. However if teachers were to
work with smaller class, they would have an easier time at redirecting misbehavior and focus on
teaching more. This results in giving more attention to individual student needs. Which actually
increases student achievement and seems like a much more efficient way of learning. With a
smaller class, students can also feel more comfortable in speaking publicly, or even having a
one-on-one discussion with a teacher if help is needed, and student-teacher bonds can be
better established.

As students in one of the most populated High schools, we understand the issue with
crowded classrooms personally. To be specific, our geometry class. During class discussions
multiple students get off track. Our teachers often get distracted and must answer those
questions, which leads to the actual lesson getting pushed off. This would be fine if there wasn’t
such a limited amount of time in class.There would also be times when students get rowdy and
off track, and the teacher would then have to try and calm them down and get them to focus. In
an event like that students who are trying to focus must wait, which personally gets very
frustrating because we aren’t able to retain all the information needed in time before the class
bell rings. Oversized classrooms are also a problem because personally, | have experienced
classes before, and now, that were so big that | wouldn’t get the full lesson that was taught
because | didn’t get the attention | needed to understand what was going on. For example, if
classes were smaller, | would get the attention of the teacher, and they would help me
understand what was supposed to be taught in the time frame that | have in that class. Another
incident that | experienced is in my Office Administration and Technology class where | was



unable to work to my full potential due to too much distraction. There is too much people in the
class that were talking and | was unable to concentrate. | believe that | could have been able to
finish the tasks if | didn’t get distracted, which is possible by having a smaller class size.

Sincerely,
Kerri Nashiro, Erin Bumanglag, and Taylor Coloma
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Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

We, Sydney Quitoles and Marlena Brotchie, support the Part V of the SB 2586 Bill. This
part talks about facilities in schools that need to be improved, but mainly the air conditioning.
With the current global warming problem, record high temperatures have been appearing more
frequently. The lack of air conditioning in schools can be the reason to bad student
performance. Campbell High School has over 3000 students but only 20% of the classrooms
are air conditioned which can be the reason for their 77% and 59% test score average in
reading and math. In comparison to Mililani High School that has more than 20% of its school
air conditioned with a 87% and 66% test score average in reading and math. If we created a
better learning environment for our students Hawaii, not only will it help with learning, but also

improve their intelligence.

A personal experience with this was at the start of our freshman school year when we
were beginning to transition into a different classroom environment. Because we were
accustomed to being in a classroom with air conditioning, it was difficult to accumulate to a
school with majority of classrooms to have no air conditioning at all. The heat affected our
learning and our focus of the content being taught in our classes which threatened our grades
and our test scores. Not only was it affecting us mentally, but it was also affecting us physically
to a point where students had symptoms near heat stroke. Especially being that the summer is
the hottest time of the year in Hawaii, the lack of temperature controlled rooms made coming to
school, a place for learning, almost unbearable. It is not safe to have these conditions in public

schools just because we do not have the money to afford air conditioning for our classrooms.



Another summer could inflict even worse effects on students because it is only going to get
hotter. The quality of our education is at stake and if that is not reason enough to take action,

what is?

Sincerely,
Sydney Quitoles
Marlena Brotchie

Mililani High School Class of 2019
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Honorable Chair Kidani and Committee Members,

We, Jewel Amrich, Micah Andrade, and Chaleia Tamashiro, support the passage of
SB2586. Hailing from a school where class size is generally not an issue, it is hard for us to
relate to the positive impacts that this bill will have on students and teachers regarding the forced
decrease in class sizes. Considering our class sizes are fairly normal at Mililani High School, it
seems rather odd that we would fight for a bill that may or may not affect us. But this bill
impacts more than just students. Teachers around the state are also suffering with the enormous
class sizes that are prominent in schools such as Campbell High School, where classes can
consist of over 40 students. Combined with classroom temperatures that can reach 100 degrees
Fahrenheit, it is clear to see that classrooms being too crowded is a serious problem in our
communities.

Recently we have seen that some students struggle to get the teacher’s attention when
there are so many students that need the same help. In our relatively normal class of 32 students,
it is commonplace that our teacher may have to answer the same question multiple times.
Imagine this scenario, but stack on another 10 more kids! This bill will save teachers the time of
having to repeat the same answers as well as saving the time it takes to deal with the same
problems from multiple children. Students can therefore have more time to receive one-on-one
help from their teachers, directly improving their results on exams. If larger class sizes remain
intact, lower achieving students will continue to perform at low levels due to the fact that they
cannot receive individual help from the instructor. If these lower-achieving students are placed
in larger classes, they also tend to have off-task behaviors that interfere with their learning.
Students tend to produce quality work when in an environment that fosters independent as well
as codependent learning in small groups, so by changing the number of students in each class,
this bill will help students be more productive and maintain their focus in the classroom. Not
only will smaller classes result in more quality work, but it will also increase the amount of
students that graduate each year. A smaller class size allows teachers to be able to use a variety
of instructional methods and approaches more effectively. As well as provide more
individualized instruction and deeper teacher feedback. This improves students’ non-cognitive
skills such as engagement and attentiveness, contributing to higher graduation rates and fewer
students dropping out of school.

I, Micah, have a personal experience with this problem, given that my mom has been a
Special Education teacher for over 20 years. Because of enlarged class sizes, her inclusion
classroom this past year consisted of half Special Education students and half regular education



students. This is not the way an inclusion classroom should be run; a normal inclusion
classroom consists of around one-third Special Education students to two-thirds regular
education students. My mother and her co-teach partner sometimes struggled to keep track of all
of their kids’ success in the classroom because of the influx of Special Education students.

These class sizes need to be monitored and modified so that every student can benefit from
teacher instruction.

It makes complete sense to reduce the class sizes at schools because the positive effects
would be overwhelmingly beneficial to the students and teachers of our public schools.
Considering that our students and children are our future, it is only logical that this bill be
passed. We want our future to be bright. How can our future be bright when there are many
students left in the dark?

Sincerely,
Jewel Amrich, Micah Andrade, and Chaleia Tamashiro
Mililani High School
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Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

We have chosen to support the passage of the bill, SB2586, mainly Part V. Facilities.
Part V states that there is “an achievement gap that is as high as seventeen per cent between
air-conditioned and non-air-conditioned classrooms,” which clearly shows that air conditioned
classrooms have a significant and beneficial outcome to the learners. Also, other outcomes of
poor ventilation and heat on classrooms cause more student absences, less productive learning
environments, and more negative outcomes. With these problems fixed, it could lead to a better
and more effective education. It is proven that students are more productive and focused in
more ventilated facilities. Poor facilities also lead to teachers and students becoming ill, which
obviously affects the education system.

I, Brayden Murakami, can say from a personal experience that a comfortable
environment benefits the students who inhabit it. There was a time in one of my classes that |
was attempting to read a passage, but my peers and | were obviously struggling to talk due to
the lack of ventilation in the area. If that class were to be air conditioned, it would benefit me and
all others around me leading to a better and more efficient environment.

I, Kai Brennan, can say from personal experience that having a school with proper
physical conditions at school benefits the students’ learning habits. When there is no AC in my
Spanish class, everyone gets headaches during class and no one understands the work. This is
because of all the heat in the classroom and it stops us from learning the proper way. If we as a
class were able to get AC in that room are learning would increase a great deal. In all having a
room with proper facilities would benefit the students greatly.
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

I, Katriel Kapahua (Student of Mililani High School) support Bill HB2733 because I believe that
we should have proper heating and cooling facilities in Hawaii’s schools. Part V, Facilities, of Bill
HB2733 talks about climate control and cooling. It states that 2016-2017 will bring new plans to air
condition more public schools. I support the passage of this bill and believe it should take place as soon as
possible. The students deserve school facilities with clean air and comfortable cooling and heating. At the
very least, being in Hawaii, all classrooms should have a cooling system. Our schools in Hawaii do not all
have air conditioning and it can distract student learning. Some of the most important features of a
classroom that help students learn is temperature and air quality. These are most important for student
achievement.

I also support Bill HB2733 because of personal experiences within my high school. I was
fortunate enough that two of my classes could be air conditioned, yet, the other five are not. As [ am
driven to school each morning, I hear on the radio how students and teachers around the island have to go
to the emergency room because of heat stroke. I think to myself, could Mililani High School be next?
Could it be my classmates, or teachers, or me next? As I go to my classes each day it gets hotter and
hotter because of the lack of cooling facilities. Bill HB2733 stops this fear and heat we experiences during
school so it needs to be followed through with. The heat in classrooms also affected others and my
learning. In my Spanish class it is always hot and we do not have any air conditioning. Three boys in my
class were constantly falling asleep and the teacher had to awaken them. This caused a distraction in other
student’s learning and an absence for those three boys.

To conclude, we need proper heating and cooling facilities to decrease the amount of heat strokes
and complaints on Oahu. By passing this Bill students can focus on their school work in class and reduce
the amount of students that sleep in class. Passing Bill HB2733 will limit the distractions in class.

Sincerely,
Katriel Kapahua
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Honorable Chair Takumi and Committee members,

We, Kathryn Brown and Jazmin Curley (students at Mililani High School) support bill
SB2586. According to section V of Bill SB2586, “7,000 classes in Hawaii are in need of air
conditioning”. These classrooms, without air conditioning, sometimes reach over ninety degrees.
The estimated amount of money needed to cool these rooms down is $110,000 per classroom.
Though this price is high, the children in these classes are desperate to have relief from the heat.
“The estimated achievement gap from air conditioned classrooms to non air conditioned
classrooms is 17 percent”. The children in non airconditioned classrooms have a lower
achievement level because they can not focus due to the heat in their classroom.

Would you be able to concentrate on your work if fans kept blowing your papers around
while you were trying to write, read, or study? Well we know that we can’t. In three or more of
our classes, there is no air conditioning. Since we lack air conditioning in these classes, the
teachers have turned to using fans. These fans don’t really cool down the class, they just blow
our papers around while we are trying to work. Another disadvantage that comes with non air
conditioned classrooms is the fact that our teachers have to turn off the lights to “try” to cool
down the classroom for both students and themselves. Turning off the lights is not good for
students eyes, and we can’t see our work. The one of the last things that comes with non air
conditioned classrooms is that teachers have to keep the doors open so that wind might come in
to cool the classroom down. With keeping the doors open, we are exposed to distractions, such
as people talking outside our classroom. Do you think we can concentrate with all this going on
during every day of class?

Sincerely,
Kathryn Brown & Jazmin Curley
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Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, Alicya Burt and Emily Graham, support the section of House Bill 2733 on early
childhood public education. The Hawaii DOE (Department of Education) changed the age for
children to be able to enter kindergarten to five years of age on or before the 31st of July with
the school year commencing at the beginning of August. This was changed due to Acts 183 and
178 passed in 2010 and 2012 from children having to be five years of age on or before
December 31. This change was brought on because of research showing that students of a
higher age do better in school than those of lower age. Currently, there are pre-kindergarten
courses for private education, but that limits the other children. Not only is age a factor but the
income of their families also impact the ability for children to go to school at an early age.
According to a national census taken in 2011, only 48% of children from low-income families go
to kindergarten ready and able to learn. Therefore, not only do these children miss out on
learning, they miss out on the ability to develop curiosity, discipline, a chance to increase their
self-esteem, and an improvement in physical activity. This early education also affects students
later in life. According to Early Childhood Education Zone, 40% of those who do not get quality
education during preschool are more likely to become a teen parent. Also, 70% of those
children without quality education were more likely to be arrested.

Generally stated, our keiki are our future. If we do not set them up for success then how
are we helping to improve not only their lives but the rest of the world? These kids may cure
cancer or become the president, but if they aren’t given the opportunity to start school early and

have time to truly grow and learn, they can’t accomplish those things. My sister is currently four



years old. She turns five at the end of August this year. Because she was born a few weeks
after the cutoff date, she is not able to attend kindergarten this upcoming year. We know that
she is ready and could easily keep up with the rest of the “older” students. However, we
understand that every child is different and not every child is ready to start kindergarten at the
same age. Therefore, readiness should not be determined by age but by capability. This is why
we fully support the development of more public preschools for those who are too young for
kindergarten, or those who may not be able to afford private preschooling. With the new public
preschools, children in the same situation as my sister will get the opportunity to further prepare
themselves in an affordable way before enrolling in kindergarten. They can still get on the right
track to success later in their school careers. Thank you for taking the time to listen to our

thoughts.

Sincerely,

Alicya Burt and Emily Graham
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Honorable Chair Tekumi and committee members,

We, Mitchell Miyahara and Timothy Kaneshiro, are students who currently attend Mililani
High School, and we fully support House Bill 2733 section XIlI. In House Bill 2733, it was
mentioned that the Department of Education was required to provide public school students with
decreased class sizes. We are in full support of this notion. The reason we agree with this part
of the House Bill is because we believe that a classroom with more students has less quality in
education than classes with a smaller number of students. There are many reasons for this.
Either the teachers can’t help every single student in a larger classroom, but can in a smaller
sized classroom. Another situation is maybe when the larger class is causing too many
distractions causing the students to fall behind. There are many more consequences for having
a larger class rather than having a smaller class. With smaller classrooms, it is possible to cut
down on distractions, hindrances, and other things. The Department of Education “analyzed the
achievement of students in 2,561 schools across the nation by their performance on the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) exams. After controlling for student
background, the only objective factor that correlated with higher test scores was class size.” It
was also stated, “A smaller class size allows teachers to be able to use a variety of pedagogical
approaches more effectively as well as provide more individualized instruction and deeper
teacher feedback while also improving students’ non-cognitive skills such as engagement and
attentiveness, contributing to higher graduation rates and fewer dropping out of school.”
Reducing the class sizes can greatly increase the amount of people graduating and leading a
successful life.

Having classes with a large quantity of people affects us students because when
off-task behaviors occur, it usually starts a chain reaction in which it will spiral out of control to
the point in which no one can understand the teacher or everyone is not doing what is intended.
“If these lower achieving students are placed in larger classes, they tend to have off-task
behaviors that interfere with their learning.” Personally as a student, | have seen these things
happen in multiple occasions, even in our own school. One disruption leads to another until the
teacher cannot even gain control of the students. When these events happen, most of the times,
we cannot even finish what was intended to be finished by the end of each period. All these
untaught lessons stack up day after day and we do not know enough by the time the test date
arrives. | also believe that teaching smaller classes will not only benefit us, but the teachers as
well. In smaller classes, teachers can get to know their students a lot better. Since there is not a
lot of students, they can actually have a 1 on 1 conversation with them. This can help the
teacher and help the students if they see them falling behind.



Sincerely,
Timothy Kaneshiro & Mitchell Miyahara



Testimony for: Support of HB2733

Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 2:00 pm
Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

I, Tyler Birchard, a student in Mililani High School, support Senate Bill HB2733. As a
student within the educational system of Hawaii, the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act presented a
series of issues which I believe have plagued our state for too long. With my testimony, I wish to
focus upon the section of the bill which addresses high stakes testing. High stakes testing, which
puts pressure upon the teacher to force their kids to do well, should be reformed or replaced. The
system simply does not work. As mentioned within the report for this bill, high stakes testing
decreases the value of education. Educators are put under extreme pressure to teach adhering to
the flawed standards and are evaluated on their performance based on an unreliable method. The
“value-added-method” which is used to evaluate teachers has been proven to be fluctuating,
unreliable, and unfair. Quoting the report, “the American Statistical Association has established
that the VAM formulas fail to determine effectiveness ‘with sufficient reliability and validity.’”
Educators in Hawaii know this, and understand that they aren’t being evaluated fairly which has
a huge impact upon the mindset of the teachers and the way they teach. This causes stress on the
part of educators, and harm to the education of their students.

Being the son of a teacher, I know the truth behind the purpose of this act. I cannot count
how many times my mother has come home stressed and tired because of the way she has to
teach her kids. Our state has shifted its entire focus towards improving test scores, rather than
teaching valuable skills; resulting in valuable educational money being thrown into improving
test scores. Honestly, the convolution of the whole system is quite apparent to me. We spend all
of our money in hopes of being able to get a grant to provide us with more money. Money is
being lost in this system! Furthermore, the tests which the schools administer are not appropriate
for the intelligence of the children. Expecting kids to know things which do not exist within the
standards is outrageous. It puts the educators of Hawaii under more strain; strain to both teach
their kids while also adhering to the standards which do an ineffective job of teaching these
skills. Therefore, I propose a reform. A reform of the system which puts the kids before the tests
and puts education above money.

Respectfully,
Tyler Birchard
9th grade student at Mililani High School
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Honorable Chair Kidani and Honorable Chair Takumi,

We, Megan Schendel and Vinaia Somsanith, support the passing of the Bill HB2733.
Most important to us is that it pass so that part lll, Special Education, can be fulfilled. Most often
students in the special education programs at schools are left in the dust behind non-special
education peers. As stated in the bill report, it has been found that there was a 48 percent
achievement gap between non-special education students and special education students in
mathematics and reading on a statewide test in 2004-2005 and in 2013-2014. This bill would
provide special education instructors with more time to prepare for teaching and more time per
school year to teach their special education students. With more hours devoted to them, special
education students would gain a better chance of making it through high school and bridging the
achievement gap between non-special education students and special education students. The
bill would also devote more money to the special education teachers; they could receive up to
$1,690 as reimbursement to pay for better and more special education oriented classroom tools.
Many special education teachers receive the bare minimum of classroom tools to help them
teach, most of which are not special education oriented. This can make it severely difficult to
teach as many special education students have a hard time comprehending advanced
technology and learn in different ways. With more money to spend on tools to individualize each
child's learning and match how they learn, we can increase the chance of them having the same
achievement level as non-special education peers and the odds of them being able to acquire a
paying job once they make it to the real world.

I, Megan Schendel, have personal experience with the special needs programs in Hawaii
as my younger sister, age 11, is a special needs student. It can be very frustrating having a
sibling that is special needs, both because you get irritated with them and the schools. You try
to stay calm and helpful when working with special needs students on things such as homework
but when you can't figure out how to explain it where they will understand it, you get frustrated
and become little to no help. Moreover, it is even more frustrating when the teachers who went
to school for teaching and get paid to enrich students’ learning can't help. My sister struggled
and continues to struggle with school because she doesn’t always receive the attention that she
needs to learn and more commonly because the teachers don’t have the specific tools that she
needs to learn. One of the most common ways of teaching special needs students is with visual
aids as they don’t always have the mental capacity to picture it in their minds. However, not all
teachers have the money to purchase these aids so the students continue to struggle with
learning and can never fully grasp what is happening. This bill would help increase the time
devoted to students like my sister and help improve the specialized learning plans that the



teachers develop for special needs students by increasing their funds and the teachers time to
plan out each lesson to match each student.
Sincerely, Megan Schendel and Vinaia Somsanith



Testimony for: Support of HB 2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, Shaun Kamisato and Sarah Wong, are Mililani High School students and we
support HB 2733 because we both strongly believe that controlling class sizes does affect the
outcome of students learming. According to the bill, “Experiments in Tennessee, Wisconsin, and
other states have demonstrated that students in smaller classes score better on standardized
tests, receive better grades, and exhibit improved attendance.” This bill will help to increase
student achievement as of right now and in their future by reducing class size in all grade levels.
By restricting the size of classes, it will not only benefit the students but the teachers as well. It
has been said that “A smaller class size allows teachers to be provide more individualized
instruction and deeper teacher feedback while also improving students’ non-cognitive skills such
as engagement and attentiveness...” By limiting the amount of students in a class it will
contribute “to higher graduation rates and fewer dropping out of school.” Thus, it is beneficial to
reduce the class amounts because it benefits the student and the teacher overall.

We are being impacted by the large class sizes as of right now. In our history class, we
have over thirty students sharing supplies and trying to find space to learn. Our class is bigger
than all of our teacher’s other classes and she has said that they are more productive due to the
amount of students in her class. Because we have so many students in our class, it is harder for
us to focus and hear instructions causing us to spend more time finishing work. Although our
class sizes are big, there are other schools that face classroom sizes even bigger than us, for
example Campbell High School. This just goes to show that we aren’t the only school that is
facing this problem that needs to change. As students, we have also faced this problem
because when we are in big classes we have a hard time focusing on the assignment and
teacher. Yet if the both of us come into study hall where there are less students, we have an
easier time concentrating on the teacher and assignment achieving a better grade and a better
understanding. This is a very serious and important problem that needs to be solved and this bill
will help to solve it.

Sincerely,
Shaun Kamisato and Sarah Wong



Testimony for: Support of HB 2733
Committee on Education Hearing
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15pm

Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

We, Shaun Kamisato and Sarah Wong, are Mililani High School students and we
support HB 2733 because we both strongly believe that controlling class sizes does affect the
outcome of students learming. According to the bill, “Experiments in Tennessee, Wisconsin, and
other states have demonstrated that students in smaller classes score better on standardized
tests, receive better grades, and exhibit improved attendance.” This bill will help to increase
student achievement as of right now and in their future by reducing class size in all grade levels.
By restricting the size of classes, it will not only benefit the students but the teachers as well. It
has been said that “A smaller class size allows teachers to be provide more individualized
instruction and deeper teacher feedback while also improving students’ non-cognitive skills such
as engagement and attentiveness...” By limiting the amount of students in a class it will
contribute “to higher graduation rates and fewer dropping out of school.” Thus, it is beneficial to
reduce the class amounts because it benefits the student and the teacher overall.

We are being impacted by the large class sizes as of right now. In our history class, we
have over thirty students sharing supplies and trying to find space to learn. Our class is bigger
than all of our teacher’s other classes and she has said that they are more productive due to the
amount of students in her class. Because we have so many students in our class, it is harder for
us to focus and hear instructions causing us to spend more time finishing work. Although our
class sizes are big, there are other schools that face classroom sizes even bigger than us, for
example Campbell High School. This just goes to show that we aren’t the only school that is
facing this problem that needs to change. As students, we have also faced this problem
because when we are in big classes we have a hard time focusing on the assignment and
teacher. Yet if the both of us come into study hall where there are less students, we have an
easier time concentrating on the teacher and assignment achieving a better grade and a better
understanding. This is a very serious and important problem that needs to be solved and this bill
will help to solve it.

Sincerely,
Shaun Kamisato and Sarah Wong



Testimony for: Support of SB2586
Committee on Education Hearing

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:15 PM

Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members,

|, Paige Tominaga, support the PART V of the SB2586 bill. In the simplest terms,
the purpose of this part is to ensure that all schools have adequate physical conditions
for their students. There is a strong link between student performance and the quality of
learning environment. A student who learns in a classroom with air conditioning,
adequate lighting, and clean air is better able to focus than a student who learns in a
lacking classroom. Hawai'‘i ranks last in the nation in capital improvement investment
per student. This chronic failure to adequately invest in public schools is not just a
source of public embarrassment. When students see that buildings are neglected and
dilapidated, research has shown that they question whether or not education is valued
by their community, and this has noticeable effect on their level of motivation. If we
simply better the conditions of our keiki’s learning environment, we can improve their
brilliance.

As a student, | have been fortunate enough to have the majority of my education
in comfortable conditions. Unfortunately, not all students have the same privileges as
myself. Sometimes focusing in class is hard enough, but add hot conditions, poor
lighting, and a leaking roof and it becomes absurd that anyone should expect a student
to be able to focus. If education is such an important value, then why is it that Hawai'i
ranks last in the nation in capital improvement investment per student? To me, itis

unreasonable that their are some students who are getting heat strokes during class,



and yet the state still neglects to give schools more funding for adequate classrooms.
Personally, | strongly believe that if the conditions of my classrooms were to be
improved, | would have better focus and therefore obtain more knowledge. We have the
resources to improve our schools so let’s use them. Education is important to me, to my
peers, and to the community. Simply improving the conditions of our classrooms, will
improve our education, improve the amount of knowledge each child obtains, and
therefore improve our futures.

Sincerely,

Paige Tominaga



Honorable Representative Ohno and committee members,

My name is Michat Nowicki. This is my 8th year as a public school teacher in Hawaii. | teach
mathematics and computer science to 6th and 12th graders at University Laboratory School in
Honolulu. | have also taught French language at Waipahu High School in the past, and have
taught education classes to preservice teachers at UH West Oahu. | hold a Master’s degree in
Education and have been actively involved in professional development and training of
teachers.

I am writing testimony to urge you to support HB 2733.

Having devoted the last eight years of my life to public education in Hawaii, | have seen first
hand how great our keiki are, no matter where they come from. The intellectual wealth and
promise that our children bring is unfortunately sharply contrasted by the many shortcomings of
our public education system. Our schools do not have the necessary means to offer our
students the learning environment, teachers, and education they deserve.

Over the years, | have worked in classrooms that are unsafe and too hot for students to focus.
These condition would be unacceptable in ANY OTHER setting, yet somehow we say it is okay
for our students and teachers. When Air Condition failed at UHWO, the Dean of the University
apologized to everybody and thanked us profoundly for our patience. The story made the news.
The entire time, | could only think of the nearby public schools in Ewa Beach that had to deal
with no air-conditioning year round. No one has ever issued an apology to them. No one has
ever thanked the students or teachers for working in inhumane conditions.

Over the years, | have seen some of the smartest and most beloved teachers leave public
school classrooms to move on to a different career. My friend and former coworker, Andrew,
after having worked for 9 years at Waipahu High School, left his classroom to work at one of the
best law offices in Honolulu. Daniel, our orchestra teacher, has left last year to join the same law
firm. Two of my friends, have left public schools last year to teach at I’olani. Countless other
young, driven, and talented individuals are leaving public education every year.

All of the teachers | mentioned have fantastic pedigrees and are excellent educators. They were
all very well liked by their students. They were the kind of teachers our keiki deserve. However,
with pay that ranks us as the worst-paid teachers in the nation, with limited growth opportunities,
how do we expect to keep the brightest in the classrooms? How can | advise students in the
teaching field to become teachers, when | am fully aware of the great sacrifices they will have to
make along the road? Good teachers are not starved for opportunities and know their worth. We
need to ensure that public education in Hawaii can provide the setting that will attract highly
qualified teachers to stay in their classrooms. | believe Schools Our Keiki Deserves Bill
introduces provisions that would help us recruit and retain our best teachers and improve the
quality of education our students get.

Thank you for your time.
I hope we can count on you for your support,

Michat Nowicki
University Laboratory School
michal_nowicki@universitylaboratoryschool.org



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 12:15 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: javanut418@aol.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2733 on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM
HB2733

Submitted on: 2/9/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
Teresa Chao | Individual | Oppose || No

Comments: | oppose this bill. The DOE has not had a comprehensive audit since 1975.
The DOE has never been held accountable for the millions of dollars that have been
misspent. This bill, which is tied to the GE tax, and inflationary index in addition to
allocating a minimum of $1,000,000 dollars as a baseline for every school in addition to
the WSF that are to be allocated is a free MONEY GRAB. Please do your duty as
elected representatives to be fiscally responsible. Please read this bill. The DOE's
budget will end up placing a heavy burden on the taxpayers, of whom are already
burdened by the ongoing rail disaster, the increased GE taxes, the state's underfunded
liability and other fund drains. The state of Hawaii cannot continue to tax the taxpayers,
people who barely make enough to support a family due to the high costs of living. |
urge you to be fiscally responsible. Think of your own children and your own burdens.
This is not the proper way of improving the educational system. If you pass this bill, will
it allow the DOE to ask for more money in future sessions? Yes. This bill is not a
solution. Table the bill and create a task force if necessary to identify the DOE's
problems or oppose this bill. Do the right thing for your constituents.

Please note that testimony submitted |less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Aloha,

As a third-generation teacher with 16 years of classroom experience, and as a civics teacher who
understands the importance of a strong, free, equitable public education system, | am asking you to vote
yes on this bill. What we have right now is a slow-motion crisis occurring in public education. It is
difficult to attract and retain qualified teachers. My own complex is only keeping its doors open due to
constant staffing with long-term substitutes instead of qualified teachers. We send our children in to
hot, overcrowded, crumbling facilities where we over-test and under-supply them. That situation, along
with the over-emphasis on reading and math testing to the neglect of all other contents, is not optimal
to create the educated and effective citizens of tomorrow that the people of Hawai’i demand and
deserve. The 1% increase in the GE tax would be an investment for all of us, it would pay dividends to all
of us, and it is supported by everyone who wants the best for our public school students. Thank you for
your time.

Tracy Monroe

Honolulu, Hawaii



Hello,

| am currently a middle school teacher. | have 7 special needs students in my class. It is very
difficult to teach a class that on any given day can change. There is no cap to the number of
students we can have in our classes. This means that students can keep being registered for my
class. I've had as many as 12 students with only myself and my aid. It was a huge class with no
additional support.

Seven may not seem like a big number but when you have students with severe needs such as
seizures, behavior outbursts (that lead to broken furniture), cerebral palsy, intellectual disabilities
as well as other disabilities it makes it very difficult to retain continuity. | also teach 5 subjects
each day to all of my students who have different learning styles and ability levels.

| had to beg for another aid for my class to help with my students in wheelchairs with seizures. It
took 3 months for that to happen. My aid and | were catching heads during the seizure, feeding,
changing diapers and trying to teach class all at the same time. Also,during that time my class
makeup changed multiple times with students coming and going.

All students with more severe needs are grouped into my class as well as those with lower
academic levels. This makes it difficult because there are not enough teachers and/or aids to help
all of the students that need the more intensive help. We also have to feed two students in my
class and change diapers which take away from class time with the other students.

| am one teacher that needs to teach seven. Parents are telling me they don't want the aids to
teach their children, only the teacher. At best | can group teach a lesson to all of my students at
the same time and that's only with the support of the others in my class. My more capable
students do not receive as much attention because | have to focus on my less capable students.
We need support in our classrooms. Students that are medically fragile with severe needs, need
to be in a class with teachers and aids that are trained to work with them. It isn't fair to all of the
students and staff to be grouped together just because they have an IEP. There needs to be a
better prerequisite on how students are placed into special needs classes and there needs to be
more support for the teachers and staff of said classrooms.

Please consider giving more help to teachers and school staff. Its not only the students who are
suffering but the teachers and aids as well.

Thank you for your time.

Jaime Tanigawa

Hello,

I am a middle school special education teacher that is very concerned about our children's
learning as well as our future teachers. | have been teaching for 10 years in the special education
setting. In that time | have been injured on the job, have been left short staffed and have been
expected to do things for my students that other teachers would never be asked to do.

| have my masters degree in education and continue to take classes to further my knowledge

and I don't feel that teachers are given the compensation they deserve in Hawaii.

Our cost of living and expectations for teachers is so high that it doesn't match what we are paid.
Today, nobody wants to be a teacher because they know the job doesn't pay. Teachers sometimes
have to work additional jobs just to pay rent. We are then left uneducated staff that are expected
to teach in positions that they are unqualified for.

Parents then become mad at teachers and expect more for less.



| have been seriously injured on the job and still came to work the next day because of the
concern | have for my students. I've been through numerous appointments and found that | have
a lifelong injury. |1 can't be effective in my job because of the injury I have.

The aids in schools generally do not have the education or training they need to work with
students with special needs which make it more difficult for the teachers to do their jobs. The
teachers end up having to oversee the staff as well as the students and lose even more time with
the students.

In order to retain the qualified and educated teachers we have and that want to continue teaching,
more needs to be done. Teachers need support from the state, the schools and the parents.
Teachers need to be paid more to compensate for the cost of living. And, teachers need to be
compensated for additional education.

Please consider that those of us who went to school for higher education to teach in Hawaii need
to feel appreciated. We are often ridiculed by parents for things that are not our fault. We are
lacking in support from school personnel who don't understand the position that we as fully self-
contained teachers hold. I am not a babysitter. I am an educator who cares about the education
that students with special needs deserve and require.

Thank you for your time.

Jaime Tanigawa



Aloha Chair Takumi and members of the State Legislature,

Mabhalo for giving me the opportunity to share my experiences today.

My name is Elizabeth Gianfrancisco. | am a ten-year veteran teacher and | am currently in my seventh
year at Myron B. Thompson Academy Public Charter School. | have always taken my role as an educator
very seriously, and this also applies to my own education. | have two master’s degrees and my National
Board Certification.

Although | consider Hawai’i to be my home, | have had to make some hard decisions as a teacher here.
For the majority of the time | have lived here, | have needed to have roommates in order to make ends
meet. | have had to work second jobs to avoid living from paycheck to paycheck. There have even been
times when | have considered moving to the mainland in order to strike a better balance between my
income and my expenses. However, | know that | am one of the “lucky ones,” because | don’t require
food stamps or other public assistance programs, as some of my dear friends have had to do in order to
teach in Hawai'i. | have watched incredible teaching talent leave after just a year or two because it simply
was not possible for them to sustain themselves. If we are to attract and retain truly stellar teachers, we
have to stop asking these educators to simply scrape by year after year.

As a State, we also need to support our students in more tangible ways so that they can achieve financial
independence. As much as | love school and learning, | recognize that not every student learns the way
that | do. We should provide a vocational pathway for those who will take a different educational journey
than the ones that many of us have chosen for ourselves. We are teaching our students that they should
be ashamed if they don’t fit into a pre-determined life plan. Our children deserve better. Our teachers
deserve better. Our State deserves better.

Please, support this bill so that we can provide better conditions for our students, teachers, and families.
A bit of funding now can produce tremendous results for our future.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Gianfrancisco

A proud Hawai'i teacher



Aloha Chair Takumi,

I want to start off by saying mahalo for hearing the Schools our Keiki Deserve Act. | have been a public
school educator for 28 years in schools on Moloka’i and Oahu. As a parent, | have had a child in the public
school system for the past 30 years (not the same child, mind you), and my youngest came through Kalihi Uka
School where | am employed and is currently a 6th grader at Kawananakoa Middle School. As an active HSTA
member, | served on the HSTA Board of Directors representing Lanai and Moloka’i, and I can assure you that
small schools like the one on Lanai, do not get their fair share of resources. | have seen first hand the disparity
between larger more affluent schools and the smaller Title 1 schools.

There is so much to say about the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act and | imagine you are hearing quite an earful
today, so | am just going to mention a few of the issues.

#1: Toxic Testing!

Let’s do away with supporting toxic high stakes testing that forces schools to attempt to create students who
are good at taking tests, instead of teaching to the whole child and using assessments that are relevant and
informative.

What kind of citizenship are we creating by focusing on testing?

I remember high school band - it gave us an opportunity to learn more than music. We learned self-discipline,
the importance of diligent practice, and teamwork. We learned to follow directions. We learned how to
perform. And we did this with a group that crossed all socio-economic and academic groups. When | see the
shrinking band programs, it makes me want to cry. Some of my fellow bandmates went on to become
professional musicians, music teachers and two that | know of became HS Band Directors. With the focus on
testing, students aren’t allowed to take electives like band, art, drama, orchestra, chorus, dance... if they don’t
do well on the tests. Not everyone will or can do well on the tests. Why deny our artists the chance to
discover and grow their potential?

Also, how can we fairly judge teachers based on how well students do on these tests? As | said, | have worked
in different schools. Students from upper middle class neighborhoods generally enter school speaking in full
sentences and already know their numbers, colors and the alphabet. You’ve probably heard of the University
of Kansas’s study that found a 30 million word gap by age 3 when comparing middle income families with
those on welfare. By using test scores to evaluate teachers, you are creating a school system in which teachers
are less likely to want to stay in Title 1 schools where the majority of students struggle with learning standard
English and math skills. But Title 1 schools need the experienced educators! Let’s reward the teachers who
remain in these schools, instead of “punishing” them.

#2: Cooling Classrooms:

Have you ever attempted to learn something difficult while sitting in a steam sauna? Of course not! When the
heat is up, the brain knows it’s time to relax! This fall, we had students at our school who were dripping sweat
onto their papers as they worked. We want our students to learn. How can they focus when they are
struggling to stay alert in the wilting heat? Any women who have experienced hot flashes can tell you, it’s
almost impossible to function when you are having your own personal internal summer. But hot flashes are
just that. Flashes. Heat waves can last for weeks, and our cherished keiki should not be forced to sit in
overheated classrooms while being asked to remain focused enough to learn challenging material. Even if the
AC goes out in this building, it doesn’t compare to the heat in some of our classrooms and I bet your staff
would be complaining. So please, help us cool our classrooms!

Please support the School Our Keiki Deserve Act for the children of Hawaii!
Thank you very much,

Inga Park Okuna



My name is Melissa Maclntosh. | am a teacher at Ewa Makai Middle School on the island
of Oahu. As a teacher of 7 years in Hawai'i.

I am writing in support of HB2733 The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act.

Public education in Hawalii has the potential power to democratize and make our society more
equal, fair, and just. The teachers in our public schools think that public education policy should
accordingly be designed, developed, and assessed in as democratic a fashion as possible. The
Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act will support this vision. In this shared preferred future, public
schools become a primary site of public investment, and the resources and facilities available for
learning in our public schools reflect the high value we place on our keiki and future generations.

The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act will support...

1.  Educating the whole child (by ensuring the arts are provided in every school,
along with Hawaiian Studies and cultural and language programs, and P.E and that
these subjects are NOT pushed out by over-testing policies)

2. Supporting all students (including resources needed for those students with
special needs and English Language Learners)

3. Reducing class sizes (to allow for more responsive instruction, collaborative
learning, individualized, and small group learning experiences for our students)

4.  Providing a robust vocational education path to rewarding careers, along with a
college path

5. Providing quality facilities (not 90+ degree classrooms!)

6. Properly funding our rural and small schools (these schools should not have to
sacrifice their funding to buy paper all year in order to allow a much needed librarian
or counselor to be placed at their school),

7. Attracting and retaining the best and brightest teachers (we pay our teachers the
LOWEST in the nation, when you consider the cost of living, this fact is unacceptable.
We were short 250 special education teachers this year! We need competitive salaries
to achieve this!)

8. Ending high-stakes standardized testing (we need to stop the test and punish
policies)

9.  Supporting public preschools (that our families desperately need)

10. Putting classroom supplies in teachers hands (Teachers know best what supplies
their students need)!



All of these points are inter-related and support each other in providing the quality public schools
that ALL of our keiki deserve.

We hope we may count on you for your support. Our keiki need you!
Thank you for your time,

Melissa MaclIntosh
Special Educaiton Math grade 7

Ewa Makai Middle School

melissamacintosh@ewamakai.org

Melissa MaclIntosh
7th Grade Math Resource
Ewa Makai Middle School
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HAWAI‘I STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

To:  Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair
Rep. Takashi Ohno, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee

From: Alex Telnov, Ph.D.
Honolulu, Hawaii

Written testimony
submitted on February 9, 2016
for the Committee hearing scheduled for 2:00 pm on Wednesday, February 10, 2016

in OPPOSITION to

HB2733: “Relating to Education”

Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ohno, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to share with the Committee my personal and
professional observations that prompt my opposition to House Bill 2733.

The problems plaguing public education in Hawaii are very serious, chronic, numerous, and
highly intertwined. Public education in Hawaii requires a comprehensive reform; a piecemeal
approach to fixing it would almost certainly fail. Therefore, I am also opposed to most of the
bills that have been introduced alongside HB2733 and are based on portions of HB2733.

It is not news that public K-12 education in Hawaii is a failure and a disgrace. A few decent
elementary schools and an occasional passable high school do not change the overall picture;
they merely accentuate the fact that graduates of our public school system are vastly
undereducated and ill-prepared for the challenges of the global knowledge-and-skills-based
economy of the 215 century.

Undeniably, increasing the $1.9B annual budget of HI DOE by 40%, as HB2733 proposes,
would help make things a little better. However, based on everything I know about education in
Hawaii, the United States and worldwide (and I know a lot!), I do not believe that the root cause
of the sad state of our public schools is a shortage of funding — instead, it is the critical level of
incompetence and the culture of mismanagement that permeate the entire system.

The air conditioning debacle: an incompetence circus

The never-ending A/C saga exemplifies everything that is wrong with our public school system.
It is absurd that in this day and age, in the State with the 3™ highest median household income in
one of the wealthiest and technologically advanced countries on Earth, children would be forced
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to suffer in 90 °F classrooms. Most private schools in Hawaii, including those where tuition is
significantly less than HI DOE’s per-student budget, and countless public schools around the
world solved the problem decades ago, typically in the most obvious, expedient and affordable
way possible: by installing one or two window, through-the-wall or split A/C units per
classroom, powerful just enough to bring the classroom air temperature down to a level where
learning can actually take place (74-78 °F).

I am not saying that putting two quiet 18,000 BTU Friedrich A/C units into each classroom is the
most state-of-the-art solution; I am saying it is proven, adequate, expedient and very affordable:
around $3,000 per classroom, including installation and electrical work (but not including any
energy efficiency improvements to the classroom). It would cost less than 1.5% of HI DOE’s
annual budget to deploy this solution into each of its seven thousand classrooms. Under good
management, this could be done in a few months.

However, the DOE keeps insisting on a solution that would cost 50-100 times more and would
take at least a decade to materialize — in other words, it would never happen... I am completely
at a loss for words that could accurately convey my feelings on this matter while still being
appropriate for this esteemed forum.

Teacher and administrator evaluations, professional development and tenure

In my personal experience of talking to public school parents, I rarely hear complaints about
building conditions, the class size, or even the much maligned (appropriately so) testing overload
and “teaching to the test”. The complaints I hear the most are the following:

1) Bad teachers — whose personalities are not compatible with being a teacher;
2) Incompetent teachers — who are not competent to teach the subject they are teaching;

3) Incompetent administrators — who are not able to create a positive atmosphere: supportive
of good teachers and good students, providing avenues for improvement for the
underperforming ones;

4) Curriculum that is haphazard, inadequate, irrelevant or inappropriate.

The current system makes it very hard to dismiss a bad or incompetent teacher or administrator,
even in the cases where specific problems are well known and numerous complaints are received
from students and parents year after year. Presence of bad teachers is absolutely toxic to the
education process, especially in elementary school. At the high-school level, incompetent
teachers are largely responsible for the poor level of college readiness among public-school
graduates. It is not possible to fix these problems without revamping the teacher tenure system
and the job protection mechanisms it currently offers. Unfortunately, HB2733 fails to address
any of these issues.

Attracting and retaining great educators

Based on my observations, Hawaii — at least Oahu — is bursting at the seams with highly
educated women in their thirties and forties who took a few years off to raise their children and
now are finding it difficult to return to the professional careers they had before motherhood. Yes,
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I am talking about a great number of women with Master’s degrees, JDs, MDs, PhDs, many of
them educated at top universities, who cannot find employment in their own fields simply
because there are too few jobs in Hawaii that are not related to tourism, retail or the military.
Many of these women would make wonderful teachers.

Why aren’t they applying for teaching positions, then? To put it bluntly, the teacher licensing
process is rigged in favor of candidates with degrees in Education and those who have completed
a specific course of study in pedagogical methods. For people with advanced degrees, the barrier
to becoming a teacher in Hawaii is set way too high to even bother trying to get in.

In many countries, people with advanced degrees are automatically licensed to teach their subject
(and closely related subjects) in middle and high school. In many other countries, such people
can get licensed very easily, in a month or a few months at most. Can someone please explain to
me why a person with a Master’s degree in, say, Electrical Engineering from, say, Stanford, must
complete two years of additional coursework, training and testing before she is able to teach
physics or math at a Hawaii public school?!

Sadly, HB2733 fails to address in a satisfactory way the problem with attracting and retaining
top academic talent for teaching the subjects that are key to getting from high school to college.

The things I do like about HB2733

The idea of reintroducing vocational and technical education to Hawaii’s public schools is
fabulous. To my mind, every high school graduate, even if they are clearly heading for college,
needs to know a trade that would make them immediately employable. Unfortunately, what
HB2733 is proposing in this regard is too little, too late.

Whole Child Education is also an absolutely fabulous concept. Unfortunately, HB2733 defines it
too narrowly for my taste. Its definition needs to be expanded to include the study of geography,
world history, and world’s cultural and artistic heritage. Local, “place-based” studies are
priceless because they help us understand and remember who we are and where we came from —
but they are only truly priceless if we are capable of placing them properly in the global context.

kook ok

It is therefore my considerate opinion that HB2733, as introduced, is fatally flawed, cannot be
salvaged through the amendment process, and should therefore be abandoned. The system is
broken and cannot be fixed solely by a funding increase, however significant it might be. Brand-
new legislation on comprehensive public education reform needs to take its place.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

P.S. Please forgive me for the brevity and occasional roughness of my written testimony.



Testimony for House Bill 2733 - Relating to Education
Honorable Chair Takumi and committee members,

My name is Beatrice DeRego, a Hawaii DOE teacher for almost 20 years in a community that thrives in
spite of its lack of resources, although it becomes increasingly difficult.

| am writing in support of SB2586 The Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act.

| would like to believe that we all share a vision that provides exciting and equitable opportunities for every
one of our children to be able to snag their dreams. Opportunities we once embraced.

One year before American education encountered the brave, new world of No Child Left Behind, | had the
delight and privilege of teaching Language Arts to a diverse group of freshman. They were tasked with
creating a rubric they would use to critique a short story and to analyze its connections and relevance to
their own lives. In this class of 25, the points moved swiftly until they finally had only one criteria they could
not all agree on — the descriptive qualities that gave a reader catharsis. The majority agreed that a quality
short story must entertain a death, preferable a violent killing. They were freshmen.

One group of five pacifists drew a line in the sand. On the second day, the class asked me to make the
decision for them, but | reminded them that as the evaluators they must find consensus. On the third day,
after considerable emotional discussion and angst, they all agreed; the story could include the death of a
hero who sacrificed his or her life for the tribe. They also included violence that was not gratuitous or
pointless, but part of a struggle for a greater cause. The learning over the next few weeks, the discussion,
the projects, and the papers remain some of the best my students ever have produced. | am confident they
are all successful, competent, and compassionate adults today.

But 2001 began the quantification of education, reducing students to columns of numbers in the useless
belief that the trends and patterns would provide some common way to tweak students using some new
corporate software or professional development program. Curriculum narrowed to standardized tests —
sold as collaboration, designed as competition. The literature that gives us our humanity was thrown by the
wayside in a rush to be more practical, more functional, and more relevant to the future economic world our
students would someday inherit. They would all be College and Career Ready according to a corporate
manifesto.

Eventually the learning that enriched their lives and motivated their curiosity was evicted in the push to
produce test ready students — double and triple dosed reading and math, with students most needing a vital
connection to their interests pigeon-holed into the most restrictive schedules. This focus diverted what
feeble resources the schools received to private enterprise ready and willing to provide a new solution
based on the best research money can buy.

The reduction of funds increased class sizes, especially in the electives — those vocational courses that
drive a student’s passion. The reduction in funds forced a redistribution — build state of the art schools in
new communities with a dearth of resources that demonstrate Hawaii's commitment to its students, but
meanwhile hide the cracking buildings, useless plumbing, overwhelmed infrastructure, obsolete technology,
and third-world status of our aging schools. We care — we’re sorry — but the money is not there.



So teachers in all schools, but especially our needy ones dig deeper into their pockets because it
physically, emotionally, spiritually pains them to see a child fail due to external injustices. They are aware
they are the lowest paid in the nation with the highest cost of living, but they do it for the children. They are
the heroes who continuously sacrifice their own dreams, their own relationships, and their own futures for
the children since our state talks a good talk, and refuses to walk the walk.

Senate Bill 2586 - the Schools Our Keiki Deserve — is your opportunity to redress over a decade of
indifference and misguided mandates that have labeled our schools mediocre. We need to return
curriculum and assessment to the experts — the teachers who will be adequately paid for their dedication
and industry, and evaluated fairly on areas within their control. We need to teach the whole child beginning
with public preschool, in facilities that are the envy of other states. We need to give students the chance to
explore and flourish in the career fields they wish to pursue with classes small enough that they are
recognized. We need to provide the resources necessary to master the digital technology future our
students will control. Finally, our state must find the moral courage to fund our schools by passing an
increase in the excise tax devoted to education to ensure a stable, and sustainable method of financing the
future success of our state.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my beliefs with you.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 8:45 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: annsfreed@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2733 on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM
HB2733

Submitted on: 2/9/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Plr_leesaer?r:gat
| Ann S Freed | Individual | Support || No

Comments: It is a sad fact that education in Hawaii follows a wide class divide, with
those who can afford it sending their children to private school, leaving those who
cannot afford it with a severely underfunded and under-resourced public school system.
These are the facts. Among the 50 states: -Hawaii is LAST in per pupil spending (when
adjusted for cost of living)! -Hawaii is LAST in teacher salaries (when adjusted for cost
of living)! -Hawaii is LAST in money for facilities per student! -Hawaii is LAST in the
percentage of taxation to public schools! Please pass this bill out of committee. The
children of Hawaii deserve a top-notch, not a second-rate public school system. Mahalo
for the opportunity to testify. Ann S. Freed

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Aloha,

After having taught in Hawaii for over 28 years, | have seen the demise of inappropriate funding
for

our schools. We are in a crisis to fill special education position, attracting teachers to Hawaii,
and having

tenured teacher leave the profession far to early. Teachers simply get paid just barely enough to
survive living in

Hawaii.

Our schools are in shambles. I'm on industrial leave because | ruptured disks in my back due to
a leaking roof in

our bathroom. The cost to upkeep our schools is probably better than having to pay my
workman compensation.

The smaller schools in Hawaii are the ones who get nailed the most. With fewer students, there
is much less money because

of the student weighted formula.

None of these issues have made sense to me. Our Schools Our Keiki Deserve must be
passed if we are to give our students the quality education they deserve. | would love to
come there to testify, but guess what? | can't afford to.

Sincerely,

Jo Thompson

National Board Certified Teacher

M.A. Administration & Curriculum Development.

"And in the end, the love you take, is equal to the love, you make" Paul McCartney
Joanna



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 9:27 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: KTVDilcher@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2733 on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM
HB2733

Submitted on: 2/10/2016
Testimony for EDN on Feb 10, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Prese_nt at
Hearing
| Vanessa Dilcher || Individual | Support || No

Comments: Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a
hardworking educator, | strongly support this bill because | know firsthand how it will
boost quality teaching and student learning. In Hawai’i today, class sizes sometimes
exceed forty or fifty students. Classroom temperatures have reached as high as 108
degrees. Curriculum is poisoned by a toxic amount of standardized testing. Arts,
vocational, and special education instruction is neglected. Teachers are besieged by a
burdensome evaluation system and, in turn, receive the lowest pay in the nation. We,
the teachers, deserve better. Please support professional pay for educators, an end to
toxic testing, smaller class sizes, cooler classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and
special education, and an end to unfair evaluations. In doing so, you will not only help
teachers, but the students who will forge the future of our island home. Please support
this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted |less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Hello,
My name is Haylee Patch and | am a current 18 year senior at Lahainaluna High School. | would

like to let you know | support this bill because I am currently in a classroom with a light fixture
about to fall on my classmates heads' because luckily I do not sit under it. Also there was a
recently a mouse poking it's head out of a hole in the ceiling. Also this classroom is very hot in
the none winter seasons. There is another classroom 1 sit in that has frequently reached 100
degrees Fahrenheit during class and that makes things very difficult to focus.

Thank you



Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a hardworking educator, | strongly
support this bill because | know firsthand how it will boost quality teaching and student learning.

In Hawai’i today, class sizes sometimes exceed forty or fifty students. Classroom temperatures
have reached as high as 108 degrees. Curriculum is poisoned by a toxic amount of standardized
testing. Arts, vocational, and special education instruction is neglected. Teachers are besieged by
a burdensome evaluation system and, in turn, receive the lowest pay in the nation.

We, the teachers, deserve better. Please support professional pay for educators, an end to toxic
testing, smaller class sizes, cooler classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and special education,
and an end to unfair evaluations. In doing so, you will not only help teachers, but the students

who will forge the future of our island home.

Please support this bill,
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From: dorisa pelletier <dsurf73@hotmail.com> 4

Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 12:02 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Subject: Testimony for HB 2733 (February 10, 2:00pm)

Thank you for hearing the Schools Our Keiki Deserve Act. As a hardworking educator, | strongly support this bill because |
know firsthand how it will boost quality teaching and student learning.

In Hawai'i today, class sizes sometimes exceed forty or fifty students. Classroom temperatures have reached as high as
108 degrees. Curriculum is poisoned by a toxic amount of standardized testing. Arts, vocational, and special education
instruction is neglected. Teachers are besieged by a burdensome evaluation system and, in turn, receive the lowest pay
in the nation.

We, the teachers, deserve better. Please support professional pay for educators, an end to toxic testing, smaller class
sizes, cooler classrooms, funding for arts, vocational and special education, and an end to unfair evaluations. In do ing so,
you will not only help teachers, but the students who will forge the future of our island home.

Please support this bill. Thank you, Dorisa Pelletier

Sent from my iPhone


j.takenouchi
Late
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