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HOUSE BILL NO. 2657 HD2 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE 
 

Chairperson Gabbard and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 2657 HD2.  This bill 

proposes to provide loans from the Maui County Revolving Loan to reimburse costs to 

Molokai farmers for audits and other expenses to meet the requirements of the United 

States Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA).  

The department supports this bill as long as it does not impact the department’s 

Executive Budget. 

 

The department recognizes the challenges farmers face in meeting the 

requirements of the FSMA.  Providing farmers with financial support will help farmers 

continue produce safe food for our local consumers and the agricultural industry on 

Molokai.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Nishihara, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized since 1948, 
the HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’s 
voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and 
educational interest of our diverse agricultural community.  
 
HFB strongly supports HB 2582, HD2, which provides cost reimbursements to Molokai 
farmers and ranchers to reimburse costs of mandated food safety compliance audits and 
other related costs.  
 
HFB appreciates the support by the legislature in our past efforts to help Hawaii’s farmers 
achieve compliance with the FDA Food Safety and Modernization Act.  As the actual rule 
has been rolled out by FDA the immensity of the task is becoming evident.  The final 
details are still not clear as the agency themselves have finished articulating the details 
of the measure but training sessions have been delayed.  However, basic requirements 
about water treatment and refrigeration are clear.  This will mean changes on many of 
our farms. Cooperative efforts will be important to ensure affordability.  The Department 
will play a key role in not only facilitating training with the University and other partners 
but also identifying implementation measures needed.  The Department and Counties all 
have ag parks so their responsibility also extends to their roles as managers of agricultural 
operations. 
 
HFB respectfully requests your support in moving this measure forward to ensure that our 
Molokai farmers are able to meet compliance deadlines and remain competitive in the 
marketplace. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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March 14, 2016 

TO: Honorable Mike Ga bba rd , Chair 

FROM: 

Senate Committee on Water, Land and Agriculture 

Stacy Helm Crivello 
Councilmem ber 

DATE: March 16, 20 16 

SUBJECT: HB 2657 H.D. 2, RELATING TO AGRICULTURE 

Tha nk you for the opportunity to testify in support this impor tant m easure. 
The purpose of this measure is to provide cost re imbur sement to Molokai 
farmers a nd ranc hers to reimburse costs of m a ndated food safety 
complia n ce a udits and othe r related costs . It further appropriates m on ies 
to the County of Ma ui Office of Econ omic Development to r eview a nd 
appr ove applications for the p rogram. 

I support this m easure for the following reasons: 

1. Act 387 Sessions Laws of Hawaii (1988) approp riated monies to the County 
of Maui for a n agricultural loan program to assist the residents of Molok ai 
following the closures of th e Dole Company a n d Del Monte's operations. 
Molokai's unemployment r ate was 14% at the time and the funding was 
intended to provide fina n cia l support for economic development and 
growth on Moloka i. 

2. 28 year s later , Molokai again faces the highest u nemploym en t rate in the 
state. Support for small business including diversified agriculture to 
improve our econ omy is crucial , however t h e high costs facing our farmer s 
a nd ranchers to comply with federal and state requirem ents like the FDA 
Food Safety Modernization Act are extrem ely daunting a nd impacts th eir 
survivability . 

3. The cost-reimbursement progra m allows for th e reimbursement of our 
Moloka i farm er s and rancher s for the expenses incurred due to th e 
requ irem ents of the Food Sa fety Mod ernization Act a nd State food safety 
laws, positively impacting Molokai a nd its econ om y. 

For the foregoin g reasons, I support t h is measure. 
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