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In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 2646, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 
House Bill 2646, House Draft 1 proposes to establish in State Department of Health a permanent 
fuel tank advisory committee to study issues related to leaks of underground fuel storage tanks at 
the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility, Kuahua Peninsula, Pacific Missile Range Facility Barking 
Sands, Hickam Pol Annex, and Schofield Barracks Military Reservation.  The Department of 
Land and Natural Resources (Department) strongly supports this measure. 
 
Our underground aquifers are the major source of drinking water for the people of Hawaii.  We 
have a public trust obligation to protect and preserve this valuable and irreplaceable resource.  We 
must be proactive and protective to ensure the long-term sustainability of our precious water 
resources statewide. 
 
With respect to the State’s funding of two test wells around the U.S. Navy’s Red Hill Bulk Fuel 
Storage Facility and the funding for an additional four wells from the United States Navy, the 
Department notes that a representative from the Department’s Commission on Water Resource 
Management (Commission) sat on the Red Hill Task Force and recommended and supported the 
installation of additional monitor wells in areas around the facility.  Further, the Commission itself 
has recently taken strong positions that more action needs to be done immediately.  Although a 
relatively small step towards resolution of this serious concern, the siting and installation of two 
additional monitor wells is timely action in the right direction.   
 
With respect to the advisory committee and its duties proposed in this measure, underground tanks 
are a major threat to the public trust water resources of the State.  It is critical that all owners and 
operators of underground storage tanks regularly monitor for leaks using approved methods, 
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maintain adequate records, and meet corrosion protection, spill, and overfill requirements.  These 
systems are prone to leak over time, as evidenced by the recent case regarding the Red Hill fuel 
storage tanks.  However, the Department defers to the Department of Health regarding the 
appropriate means of funding, managing, and implementing the responsibilities of this advisory 
committee.   
 
Lastly, it is unclear what is meant in SECTION 3 (b) that transfers functions and materials between 
the Red Hill Task Force, created and expanded pursuant to Senate Concurrent Resolutions no 73, 
H.D 1, Regular Session of 2014, & no. 57 H.D.1, Regular Session of 2015, respectively, and this 
measure’s proposed advisory committee. 
 









 

 

 
 

Testimony Submitted to the House Committee on Water and Land 
 

Hearing: Thursday, February 16, 2016 11 am 
Conference Room 325 

 
In Support with Comments on HB 2646 HD 1 - Relating to Environmental Protection 

 
Chair Yamane, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee. 
 
Aloha.  Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports the intent of HB 2646 HD 1, which creates a 
permanent fuel tank advisory committee to study and monitor fuel tank leak issues.  By all means, 
establish a fuel tank advisory committee to study and monitor the issues.  But at the same, someone 
needs to actually monitor the leaks and potential leaks, mitigate the damage, and protect public 
health, our groundwater, other natural resources.  This requires funding; where is the funding to do 
so? 
 
In the Red Hill situation, the U.S. Navy should pay the full cost of monitoring and remediating its 
leaking fuel.  Unfortunately, instead of looking out for the public interest in the Red Hill disaster, the 
State and the EPA gave away the store .  The State and the EPA should also require the Navy to 
replace its ancient and dilapidated fuel storage tanks in the next 5‐10 years, and not 20 years from 
now as provided in the Administrative Order on Consent.  In the meantime, the leaking fuel at Red 
Hill is in the soil, and it is not going away.  It may only be a matter of time before the fuel reaches 
our groundwater.   
 
The Red Hill situation is an extreme example of what happens without proper environmental 
stewardship and oversight, and failure on the State’s part to negotiate in the public’s best interest.   
 
Please support HB 2646 HD 1, but not at the expense of actual monitoring, remediating, and 
preventing contamination at Red Hill and other hot spots. 
 
Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Marjorie Ziegler 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 6:03 AM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: kauaihale@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2646 on Feb 16, 2016 11:00AM* 
 

HB2646 
Submitted on: 2/12/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 16, 2016 11:00AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Louisa Wooton Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

Tuesday February 16, 2016   11AM      Room 325 

In Support    HB2646   Relating to Environmental Protection  
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Aloha Chair Yamane and Members of the WAL Committee: 
  
On behalf of our 12,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i strongly 
supports HB2646 to expand the scope and make permanent the task force on underground 
fuel storage facilities originally established in 2014 after the release of 275,000 gallons of jet 
fuel from the U.S. Navy’s storage facility in Red Hill.  

This bill was amended to focus solely on the authorization for the task force; the appropriation 
for additional monitoring wells was moved to HB2165. This bill, HB2646 HD1, seeks to make 
permanent the task force established by SCR73 (2014) and SCR57 (2015) and expand its 
scope to include other fuel storage facilities identified in the course of the task force’s 
investigation as a potential risk to public health. 

This task force has served a crucial role in the process of re-building public trust in the safety 
of our natural resources, especially our drinking water, in the wake of revelations that military 
fuel storage facilities have been leaking.  This task force provides an opportunity for the public 
to find information and engage with decision makers.  This role will become even more 
important in the years to come as decisions are made about how to address the threat 
obsolete military fuel storage facilities posed to our environment and public health.  

We also strongly urge this Committee to consider HB2165 to increase funding to the 
Department of Health for staff and monitoring wells related to the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage 
Facility.  The reality is our DOH is grossly understaffed.  To be an effective partner in the future 
management of the Red Hill facility, and to provide the type of support this task force 
requires, the DOH needs additional funding.  

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
  

Martha Townsend  
Director

PO Box 2577, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96803  |  808-538-6616  |  Hawai‘i.Chapter@sierraclub.org  |  SierraClubHawai‘i.org
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