
























 
 

P.O. Box 253, Kunia, Hawai’i  96759 
Phone: (808) 848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921 

e-mail info@hfbf.org; www.hfbf.org 
 

February 8, 2016 
 

HEARING BEFORE THE 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
TESTIMONY ON  

HB 2598: RELATING TO DROUGHT MITIGATION 
 

Room 325 
9:00 AM 

 
Aloha Chair Yamane, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized since 
1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as 
Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and 
educational interest of our diverse agricultural community.  
 
The Hawaii Farm Bureau strongly supports HB 2598, allowing for waiver of fees 
from critical dams and reservoirs and funding of drought mitigation measures across the 
state. 
 
The time to prepare for a drought is when it is raining.  Hawaii has had increased rainfall 
during the past few years and a sense of complacency to drought has developed.  Yet 
forecasters predict prolonged droughts in the near future.   
 
Recent reports on Maui, the island most dependent on surface water is dire: 

The U.S. Geological Survey's gauge on Puu Kukui in the West Maui Mountains, one of the 

wettest places in the world, logged its lowest January since 1977 and its lowest total for any 

month since May 1989, according to the weather service. Only 1.08 inches - or 3 percent of 

normal rainfall - fell in January. The average rainfall for the month is 31 inches. 

Ulupalakua in Upcountry also was dry with only 0.2 inch of rain; 4.71 inches fall on average. 

Maui News:  February 5, 2016 

An unintended consequence of the Dam and Reservoir Safety program has been the 
decommissioning of reservoirs as landowners found the cost of inspection and 
maintenance excessive, especially in cases where active agriculture was no longer 
occurring.  This does not mean agriculture may not start again in the future, but the 
absence of beneficial use of the reservoir resulted in the maintenance viewed as just an 
expense.   This has been disturbing as new agricultural ventures will be difficult to start 
as water sources may no longer be readily available.  In addition reservoirs serve as 



critical water storage for use during wildfires and other similar emergencies.  When we 
live during a time of prolonged droughts, these sources may be extremely critical. 
 
This measure seeks to waive fees for critical dams and reservoirs to provide an 
incentive to landowners to keep them in good condition for future use.  We hope that 
this along with other measures introduced this session will stop the decommissioning of 
reservoirs. 
 
Section 6 of this measure seeks to fund projects identified by County Drought 
Committees as important to help counties withstand droughts.  These projects are good 
investments with long term results.  For example, Maui County lined the reservoir at the 
Kula Ag park with funding received from this program when it was last available.  The 
benefits continue with reduced water losses due to seepage.  A portion of the monies 
was also used for a stormwater reclamation proposal.  The preliminary 
recommendations are completed and we are ready to seek funding to implement the 
project. 
 
We request your support of HB2598, urgently needed to increase Hawaii’s tolerance 
and resiliency to drought event.  Thank you. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 06, 2016 11:33 PM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: warrenmcfb@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2598 on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM* 
 

HB2598 
Submitted on: 2/6/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Warren Watanabe 
Maui County Farm 

Bureau 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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HB 2598 
RELATING TO DROUGHT MITIGATION 

 
PAUL T. OSHIRO 

MANAGER – GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
ALEXANDER & BALDWIN, INC. 

 
FEBRUARY 8, 2016 

 
Chair Yamane and Members of the House Committee on Water & Land:   

I am Paul Oshiro, testifying on behalf of Alexander & Baldwin (A&B) on HB 2598, 

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO DROUGHT MITIGATION.”  We support this bill.    

The purpose of this bill is to provide funding to implement drought mitigation 

measures across the State.  

To address the potential negative impact of droughts, comprehensive mitigation 

measures should be implemented statewide, including coordinated emergency 

response mechanisms while at the same time outlining steps towards alleviating the 

effects of future drought occurrences.  The establishment of clear policies and the 

identification of response entities to implement immediate short-term and long-term 

response measures to mitigate the impact of droughts are essential.  There is a great 

need to develop and maintain a dependable water supply to sustain agriculture and 

move closer toward food security and sustainability.  Water storage should be enhanced 

by keeping existing reservoirs in active operation, renovating and modernizing existing 

water systems to increase source intake and reduce distribution losses, and continuing 

the planning and development of new water systems and reservoirs. 



We support this bill as it will provide much needed funding to implement drought 

mitigation plans and initiatives.  We also support provisions in the bill to provide the 

Board of Land & Natural Resources with the option to reduce or waive fees for dams 

and reservoirs in critical need, when appropriate, as we believe that such incentives 

may assist owners of critical need dams and reservoirs to keep their facilities in active 

operation.    

Based on the aforementioned, we respectfully request your favorable 

consideration on this bill.    

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 06, 2016 6:50 PM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: dale@hicattle.org 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2598 on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM* 
 

HB2598 
Submitted on: 2/6/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dale Sandlin 
Hawaii Cattlemens 

Council 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 06, 2016 3:22 PM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: dylanarm@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2598 on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM* 
 

HB2598 
Submitted on: 2/6/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dylan Armstrong Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 07, 2016 1:02 PM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: mnakahata@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2598 on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM* 
 

HB2598 
Submitted on: 2/7/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 8, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Mae Nakahata Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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TESTIMONY OF SCOTT E. ENRIGHT 
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

 
BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
February 8, 2016 

9:00 A.M. 
CONFERENCE ROOM 325 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 2598 

RELATING TO DROUGHT MITIGATION 
  
 
Chairperson Yamane and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 2598. The purpose of 
this measure is to allow a reduction or waiver of fees for critical dams and reservoirs 
and provide funding to implement drought mitigation measures across the state.  The 
Department of Agriculture supports the intent of this bill provided that it does not impact 
the priorities submitted in the department’s executive budget  
 

Act 154 was passed in the 2011 legislative session.  This act clarified that fees 
charged to dam owners were meant to cover a portion of the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources’ costs.  It also inserted language that states “In the performance of its duties, 
the board shall:  (10) Consider dams and reservoirs as important water resources for 
the State that provide significant benefits to the general public….”  This bill adds a 
provision that clearly allows the BLNR to reduce or waive fees for dams or reservoirs in 
critical need.  The Department of Agriculture respectfully requests that “critical need” be 
defined.   
 

Dams and reservoirs are critical components of a functional irrigation system. 
Without these structures, agricultural production in Hawaii would greatly diminish and 
the goal of a sustainable agricultural community would never be realized.  While 
recognizing the need for health and safety of Hawaii’s residents and visitors, we believe 
a need for reasonable policy also exists.  Discussions with various agricultural operators 
have expressed serious concern that the current fee structure implemented by the 
revised dam safety rules make the necessary capital improvements and maintenance 
costs untenable to those responsible for the structures.  Even within the irrigation 
systems operated and maintained by the department, there is recognition that existing 

waltestimony
Late



Page 2 
staff and resources are inadequate to deal with the maintenance requirements and, 
therefore, external options are being reviewed.  The language changes proposed in this 
bill may help lower the costs of necessary improvements and future maintenance. 
 

Section 6 of this bill seeks an appropriation for drought mitigation projects. The 
effects of drought on agriculture can be devastating.  Last year’s record El Nino 
presents a possibility of a coming multi-year drought leading to a decrease in crop 
yields and subsequent farm closures.  In 2004, the Commission on Water Resource 
Management and the Department of Agriculture helped create drought committees in 
each county.  The committees then came up with prioritized, potential projects to 
mitigate the effects of drought.  This request recognizes the importance and need for 
these projects. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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