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House Bill 2558 proposes to require state agencies to participate in a carbon offset program to
reduce carbon emissions caused by their employees' air travel, and would require the Department
of Land and Natural Resources to establish and administer this program. The Department of
Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure and provides the
following comments.

Forests produce a wide range of ecosystem benefits; are an integral part of Hawaiian cultural
practices; support recreational activities such as hiking and hunting; provide open space and
aesthetic beauty; provide outdoor classrooms for environmental education; and provide
sustainable income from various forest resources.

The Department recognizes that air travel by state employees’ produces carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global climate effects. Forestation projects involving
planting trees can sequester substantial amounts of carbon dioxide, as well as provide a variety of
ecological, cultural, recreational, educational, and economic benefits.

The Department notes that establishing and administering a carbon offset program, as described
in this bill, would require a monetary investment in the startup phase. However, as the program
develops, fees paid to the Department from respective state employee offset costs should cover
program maintenance costs, and serve as a revenue stream to accelerate the number of trees
planted and cared for by afforestation or reforestation projects. The Department suggests
integrating these costs when contemplating the establishment of this program.
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Comments: Each of us must be responsible for the bad and good of our actions. Rule one is not to
create carbon pollution into the atmosphere through airplane travel. So if we can offset that harm
through carbon credits by planting native Hawaiian endemic trees, especially the many varieties of
Sandalwood, ILIAHI, we will be fulfilling the second rule -to do good. Hawaii's iliahi is Hawaii's most
historic plant, economic resource, namesake, and spiritual wood. It is socially and spiritually
significant. It is the symbolic roots of Hawalii.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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