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Chair Luke and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit 

written testimony on H.B. 2527.  

The Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS) supports this measure. 

DAGS recommends several changes to the measure which are included at the end of our 

testimony as underlined text.  The changes: 

- Authorize the governor to include special interest projects below $25,000,000, 

- allow the committee to establish standardized reports to be prepared by the expending 

agencies, 

- allow the committee to elect one or more vice chairpersons, 

- provide for appropriation of funds to allow DAGS to support the committee, and 

- clarify that expending agencies will bear their own costs in reporting to the 

committee. 



 The committee on progress of construction projects may need a budget to cover 

expenses.  DAGS is concerned that these expenses may extend beyond provision of project 

documentation and meeting facilities to include specialized support, including, but not limited to 

travel to meetings, training, specialty consultants, etc.  DAGS currently does not have any funds 

available for this purpose and therefore requests consideration to appropriate funds to assist 

DAGS with bearing the expenses of the committee on progress of construction projects.  If the 

committee is established without an appropriation, DAGS will be extremely limited in the 

administrative support it can provide.   

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on this matter. 

 

"§27-     Committee on progress of construction projects; 

established; powers and duties.  (a)  The governor shall convene 

a committee on progress of construction projects to: 

     (1)  Monitor all construction projects of the State for 

which at least $25,000,000 has been appropriated or 

which are designated as special interest projects by 

the governor; and 

     (2)  Identify impediments to the progress of those projects 

so that those impediments may be reduced or 

eliminated.   

(b)  The committee on progress of construction projects 

shall monitor each project that qualifies under subsection 

(a)(1) and the performance of the expending agencies and shall 

bring any significant project impediments to the attention of 

relevant decision-makers so that necessary decisions and other 

action may be facilitated and expedited as needed. 



(c)  The committee on progress of construction projects 

shall consist of no more than nine members, who shall be 

appointed by the governor without regard to section 26-34.  The 

committee shall elect a chairperson and one or more vice 

chairpersons from among its members.  The committee shall be 

attached to the department of accounting and general services 

for administrative purposes.   

(d)  The governor shall convene a meeting of the committee 

on progress of construction projects at least once during each 

quarter of each fiscal year. 

(e)  The committee on progress of construction projects 

shall be authorized to require that reports be prepared by the 

expending agency in a standardized format and to review all 

documents related to construction projects that qualify under 

subsection (a)(1) other than documents that are confidential 

pursuant to chapter 92F or as otherwise provided by law. 

(f)  Each agency of the State shall notify the committee on 

progress of construction projects of any construction project 

that is subject to subsection (a)(1) and shall cooperate fully 

in any review of a project by the committee. 

(g)  The department of accounting and general services 

shall bear all expenses of the committee on progress of 

construction projects utilizing funds appropriated for that 

purpose." 



(h)  Each expending agency shall bear its own costs in 

complying with reporting requirements and requests of the 

committee. 
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W R I T T E N  T E S T I M O N Y  
H . B .  N o .  2 5 2 7  

R E L A T I N G  T O  S T A T E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  P R O J E C T S  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  F i n a n c e  

F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  2 0 1 6   
 
 
T h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  s u b m i t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t s  f o r  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e ’ s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  t h i s  m e a s u r e :  
 
T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m a n a g i n g  s t a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  i n v o l v e s  a  
m u l t i t u d e  o f  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  B u d g e t  a n d  F i n a n c e ,  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A c c o u n t i n g  a n d  G e n e r a l  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  
a g e n c y  o r  e n t i t y  t o  w h i c h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  m a d e  f o r  s u c h  
p r o j e c t .   F o r  s o m e  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h ,  O f f i c e  o f  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l ,  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n d u c t  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a s s e s s m e n t s .   F o r  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  L a n d  
a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  m i g h t  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
f o r  l a n d  u s e  a n d  w a t e r  p e r m i t s .  
 
W e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i d e r  p a s s i n g  a  
s e s s i o n  l a w  o r  c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
R e f e r e n c e  B u r e a u  ( L R B )  c o n d u c t  a  s t u d y  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  i m p a c t  s t a t e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .   W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u c h  a  s t u d y  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  
w h i c h  s t a t e  e n t i t i e s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  
s t a g e s  o f  s t a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  
 
I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  s u c h  a  s t u d y ,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  L R B ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  i n  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  v a r i o u s  e x e c u t i v e  a g e n c i e s .   
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