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Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 2494  RELATING TO BLOOD GLUCOSE MONITORING.

Purpose of Bill: Authorizes DOE employees to volunteer to administer or assist a 
student with blood glucose monitoring. 

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) supports HB 2494. This measure permits 
Department employees and agents to volunteer to administer or assist a student with blood 
glucose monitoring when needed.  Volunteers will also receive training on proper blood glucose 
monitoring. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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 Testimony in SUPPORT of HB 2494 

RELATING TO BLOOD GLUCOSE MONITORING 

SENATOR MICHELLE KIDANI, CHAIR 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

Hearing Date: March 14, 2016 Room Number:  229 
 

Fiscal Implications:  None to the Department of Health 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department supports HB 2494 and defers to the Department of 2 

Education (DOE) for issues on implementation.  The purpose of this bill is to include blood 3 

glucose monitoring by the student and DOE employees and agents who volunteer to assist a 4 

student with blood glucose monitoring.   5 

Public Health Nursing Branch currently provides education and training on proper administration 6 

of insulin and glucagon in the school setting.  Students requiring diabetes care in the school 7 

setting are referred to a Department of Health public health nurse (PHN).  The PHN completes a 8 

comprehensive assessment and develops an individual student diabetes plan. This plan, which is 9 

based on the students needs, may include education to school personnel on diabetes, blood sugar 10 

testing, insulin and glucagon administration, and emergency action plans for hyperglycemia or 11 

hypoglycemia.  Training is based on the American Diabetes Association guidelines. 12 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 13 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENTATE COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION 
	
  

RE: HB 2494 – RELATING TO BLOOD GLUCOSE MONITORING. 

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016 

COREY ROSENLEE, PRESIDENT 
HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

	
  
	
  
	
  

Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 

	
  
Corey Rosenlee 

President 
Justin  Hughey 
Vice President 

Amy Perruso 
Secretary-Treasurer 
	
  

Wilbert Holck 
Executive Director 

	
  
The Hawaii State Teachers Association  supports HB 2494, relating to blood 
glucose monitoring. 
 
This bill will help clarify the assistance that may be provided at school to protect 
and keep our students with diabetes medically safe; allowing DOE employees to 
volunteer to administer or assist a student with blood glucose monitoring. This 
housekeeping measure seeks to ensure that the original intent of the legislation is 
clearly codified – specifically, that the rights and protections afforded by Hawaii 
Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164 apply to all volunteers providing assistance 
with diabetes care as well as students with diabetes performing self-care.  
 
DOE employees want to help their students when they are in need and this bill will 
allow those who volunteer and are properly trained to assist students as needed with 
blood glucose monitoring. This clarification of language will ensure that volunteers 
who provide diabetes care or assistance will be fully protected from liability under 
HRS §302A-1164(h) and students with diabetes who are capable of performing self-
care will be allowed to do so. 
 
Thus,  the  Hawaii  State Teachers Association asks your committee to support this 
bill. 
 

      
 



From: LJ Duenas
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony Supporting HB 2494
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:03:52 AM

Dear Honorable Sen. Michelle Kidani and Sen. Breene Harimoto
Senate Committee on Education
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of HB 2494 which clarifies the assistance that can be provided to protect and keep our
 keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to volunteer to administer or assist
 a student with blood glucose monitoring.
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer because there is not enough
 liability protection for them. This position appears to stem from a perception that certain activities that are
 normally associated with routine assistance to students with diabetes are not covered by Hawaii Revised
 Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the language of that statute was never intended to be construed so
 strictly, HB 2494 seeks to eliminate any such ambiguity by amending the statutory language to specially
 include those actions. Doing so will ensure that volunteers who provide diabetes care or assistance will
 be fully protected from liability under HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
Thank you,
 
Lawrence Duenas, LJ | Associate Director
Development + Community Health
The Pioneer Plaza, 900 Fort Street Mall, Suite 940, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Office: 808.947.5979 Fax: 808.546.7502 Email: lduenas@diabetes.org
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From: Leslie Lam
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony In Support of HB 2494
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:49:19 AM

 
Dear Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani and Senator Breene Harimoto
Senate Committee on Education
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of HB 2494 which clarifies the assistance that can be provided to protect
 and keep our keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to
 volunteer to administer or assist a student with blood glucose monitoring.
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer because there is
 not enough liability protection for them. This position appears to stem from a perception
 that certain activities that are normally associated with routine assistance to students with
 diabetes are not covered by Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the
 language of that statute was never intended to be construed so strictly, HB 2494 seeks to
 eliminate any such ambiguity by amending the statutory language to specially include
 those actions. Doing so will ensure that volunteers who provide diabetes care or assistance
 will be fully protected from liability under HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
I look forward to addressing your questions and would be happy to discuss your concerns.
 Feel free to contact me at 808.947.5979 ext. 7022 or llam@diabetes.org.
 
Sincerely,
Leslie
 
Leslie Lam│Market Director
Pioneer Plaza, 900 Fort Street Mall, Suite 940, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
P: 808.947.5979 C: 808.393.7319 C: 808.225.3415 F: 808.546.7502
E: llam@diabetes.org  www.diabetes.org/Hawaii

Our Mission is to prevent and cure diabetes and to improve the lives of all people affected by diabetes.
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From: Christina DeRamos
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony In Support of HB 2494
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 9:53:43 AM

Dear Honorable Sen. Michelle Kidani and Sen. Breene Harimoto
Senate Committee on Education
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of HB 2494 which clarifies the assistance that can be provided to protect and
 keep our keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to volunteer
 to administer or assist a student with blood glucose monitoring. 
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer because there is
 not enough liability protection for them. This position appears to stem from a perception that
 certain activities that are normally associated with routine assistance to students with diabetes
 are not covered by Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the language of that
 statute was never intended to be construed so strictly, HB 2494 seeks to eliminate any such
 ambiguity by amending the statutory language to specially include those actions. Doing so
 will ensure that volunteers who provide diabetes care or assistance will be fully protected
 from liability under HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The ADA Hawaii Office is also
 available for any questions at (808) 947-5979.
 
Mahalo for your time!
 
Christina DeRamos
94-383 Punono St
Mililani HI 96789
Sent from Chrissy D's iPhone

mailto:chrissyr009@yahoo.com
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
tel:(808)%20947-5979


From: Ellie Ventula-Honda
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony In Support of HB 2494
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 9:55:29 AM

           
Dear Honorable Sen. Michelle Kidani and Sen. Breene Harimoto
Senate Committee on Education
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of HB 2494 which clarifies the assistance that can be provided to protect and keep our
 keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to volunteer to administer or assist
 a student with blood glucose monitoring.
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer because there is not enough
 liability protection for them. This position appears to stem from a perception that certain activities that are
 normally associated with routine assistance to students with diabetes are not covered by Hawaii Revised
 Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the language of that statute was never intended to be construed so
 strictly, HB 2494 seeks to eliminate any such ambiguity by amending the statutory language to specially
 include those actions. Doing so will ensure that volunteers who provide diabetes care or assistance will
 be fully protected from liability under HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The ADA Hawaii Office is also available for
 any questions at (808) 947-5979.
 
Mahalo for your time!
 
Ellie Ventula-Honda
900 Fort Street Mall, Suite 940
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
 
 

mailto:EVentulaHonda@diabetes.org
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: joyamarshall0416@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2494 on Mar 14, 2016 13:25PM
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2016 5:22:25 PM

HB2494
Submitted on: 3/10/2016
Testimony for EDU on Mar 14, 2016 13:25PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Joy Marshall Individual Support No

Comments: As a grandmother of a diabetic grandchild, I can only hope that there are
 adults available to help him should he need assistance at school with his four times a
 day plus glucose teting

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Robyn Harano
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony In Support of HB 2494
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 12:07:08 PM

Dear Honorable Sen. Michelle Kidani and Sen. Breene Harimoto
Senate Committee on Education
Hawaii State Capitol
 
I write in support of HB 2494 which clarifies the assistance that can be provided to protect
 and keep our keiki with diabetes medically safe at school; allowing DOE employees to
 volunteer to administer or assist a student with blood glucose monitoring.
 
Further, many school employees are being told they are unable to volunteer because there
 is not enough liability protection for them. This position appears to stem from a perception
 that certain activities that are normally associated with routine assistance to students with
 diabetes are not covered by Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §302A-1164. While the
 language of that statute was never intended to be construed so strictly, HB 2494 seeks to
 eliminate any such ambiguity by amending the statutory language to specially include
 those actions. Doing so will ensure that volunteers who provide diabetes care or
 assistance will be fully protected from liability under HRS §302A-1164(h).
 
Here are a few photos of the children and families whose lives will be impacted by this bill:

            

            

mailto:RHarano@diabetes.org
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The ADA Hawaii Office is
 also available for any questions at (808) 947-5979.
 
Mahalo for your time!
 
Robyn Harano | Manager, Development and Administration
American Diabetes Association
Pioneer Plaza
900 Fort Street Mall, Suite 940
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
P: 808.947.5979, Ext. 7034  F: 808.546.7502 E: rharano@diabetes.org
1-800-DIABETES (342-2383)

Find us online at: www.diabetes.org/hawaii ¦www.diabetes.org  ¦ www.stopdiabetes.com
For Volunteer Information Exchange: http://www.facebook.com/AmDiabetesVols

 
NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you are not the intended
 recipient, or believe that you have received this communication in error, please do not print, recopy, disseminate,
 or otherwise use the information. Also, please indicate to the sender that you have received this e-mail in error
 and delete the copy you received. Thank you.
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