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February 3, 2016

TO: The Honorable Dee Morikawa, Chair
House Committee on Human Services

FROM: Merton Chinen, Acting Executive Director
SUBIJECT: HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

Hearing: Thursday, February 4, 2016, 8:30 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 329

OFFICE’S POSITION: OYS supports the intent of the measure but requests that any

appropriation not affect the priorities in the Executive Biennium Budget. OYS supports a balanced
and multi-prong approach to strengthen and improve a community’s response in addressing
problems affecting a community such as youth violence, including outreach to and establishing
relationships with high risk youth to help promote education, self-esteem, individual growth and
development, leadership, and responsibility.

Additionally, if therapeutic prevention and mental health programs are funded,
consultation with the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division of the Department of Health
should occur in the development of this service array.

PURPOSE: The purpose of the measure is to appropriate funds for operational costs to
provide therapeutic prevention and mental health programs for high risk youth.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.
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THE HONORABLE DEE MORIKAWA, CHAIR
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawai'i

February 4, 2016

RE: H.B. 2163; RELATING TO YOUTH GANGS.

Chair Morikawa, Vice-Chair Kobayashi and members of the House Committee on
Human Services, the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of
Honolulu ("Department™) supports the intent of H.B. 2163, however, would urge this committee
to consider reallocating the funds associated with H.B. 2163 to Adult Friends for Youth as an

alternative agency to carry out the goals and objectives.

The purpose of H.B. 2163 is to help reduce youth violence and delinquency in the State
by creating therapeutic prevention and mental health programs for high risk youth. The creation
of additional programs to assist our youth is consistent with this Department’s ongoing concern
for at-risk youth. Over the years, our Department has seen increases in crime involving youth
offenders who at times are as young as 12 years of age. Yet, despite this rise, there are few
programs available to youth offenders in Hawaii, often leaving them with little or no meaningful

alternatives.

While the purpose of H.B. 2163 is to establish a multi-pronged approach in programs
which works to combine elements of community and school counseling, our Department would
strongly urge this committee to consider appropriating funds associated with H.B. 2163 for the
fiscal year 2016-2017 to Adult Friends for Youth as an alternative. Adult Friends for Youth, was
established in 1985 at the University of Hawalii, School of Social Work and boasts a stellar track
record and history of sustainability which would ensure that any appropriated funds will be
allocated properly and effectively. Adult Friends for Youth works with more than 400 high risk
youth per week and has established many successful programs such as their Re-directional
Therapy which is an effective therapeutic approach to combat violence, drugs, crime, teen
pregnancy, family dysfunction, learning disabilities and anti-social behaviors amount the very
high risk youth both in and outside of the classroom. Through the programs implemented by



Adult Friends for Youth, their services have successfully changed the attitudes and behaviors of
over numerous different gangs. They have also successfully assisted multiple gang members
through the difficult task of integration back into the community.

For all the reasons above, the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and
County of Honolulu supports the intent of H.B. 2163 and strongly urges this committee to

reallocate any funds to the Adult Friends for Youth Program. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify on this matter.



FEB-03-201€ 07:37 IBEW LOCAL 11B§ 808 B4T 2224 P.001-001

LOCAL UNION NO. 1186 « Affiliated with AFL-CIO

1935 HAU STREET, ROOM 401 ¢ HONOLULU, HI 96819-5003
TELEPHONE (808) 847-5341 = FAX (808) 847-2224

February 2, 2015

- TO:  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES
For Hearing on Thursday, February 4, 2016, at 8:30 am., in Conf. Room 329

" RE: TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HE 2163

Honorable Chair Morikawa, Vice Chair Kobayashi, and Committee Members,

The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union 1186 represents over 3,800
members working in electrical construction, telecommunications, and with Oceanic Time
. 'Warner. Our members include civil service employees at Pzarl Harbor, Hickam, Kaneche, and
~ mikitary facilities throughout Hawaii. IBEW Local 1186 also represents ovor 110 signatory
clectrical contracting companies that perform most of the electrical work in our state.

- We stand_in_strong_support of HB 2163. Over the last seven years 1 have been a Board
Member of Adult Friends for Youth, AFY is a local non-profit that works with our high risk
keiki who face threats from gang association, violence, bullying, and other negative social
behaviors in their communities.

I have seen first-hand how a non-profit like Adult Friends for Youth will benefit from a bill like
- this, Whenever a school has a gang fight, the school Principal will call the Police, and the Police
will then call AFY to help intervene. While AFY would like to react to all calls in the State,
financially we just can’t. TB 2163 will not only help financially, but will help hold non-profits
- accountabie for the use of their funds.

" Wec have directly seen the successes of funding programs like AFY from their clients who have
- trangitioned from troubled pasts into becoming hard-working apprentices in our [BEW training
program. We urge you to continue supporting services for our at-risk youth through legislative
- offorts like HB 2163, Thank you for giving us this opportunity to testify m strong support.

Mahalo and aloha,

AL

Damien Kim

Business Manager - Financial Secretary
International Brotherhood of

Electrical Workers, Lozal Union 1186

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers

FEB-B3-2816 @7:45AM
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Submitted to
Committee on Human Services
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by
Cidney Tabilang
Office Assistant

Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

My name is Cidney Tabilang, | am the office assistant at Adult Friends for Youth (AFY)
and I support bill HB 2163 on Youth Gangs. As a young student growing up in Kalihi
and enrolled at Kalakaua Middle and Farrington High School, | saw my share of
classmates and friends who were constantly labeled as those least to succeed. For some,
they ended up in jail, not graduating as | watched their lives spiral downwards. However
for some of them, they have completely turned their lives around through positive
redirection and intervention, and have become productive members of society and the
biggest role models to children and youth. This change that | have seen in my friends
was because of AFY. AFY has a strong relationship with their students that they may not
find in other adults in their lives. Through the relationship, a strong bond is created,
respect and trust is built and the youth believe that they matter. Services consists of
meeting with youths on a weekly basis, taking them to places that they normally would
never go to or doing activities that allow them as an individual or group to express
themselves. AFY has helped my friends over 20 years ago and are still empowering the
youth in our communities.

We would like to help all schools and youth gang who are referred to Adult Friends for
Youth due to violence and destructive behavior. But unfortunately, because of lack of
funding, many of these youth will miss out on the much needed services. That is why |
support this Bill and I hope you will too.

Thank you for time.
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Submitted to
Committee of Human Services
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by
Deborah L.K. Spencer-Chun
President and CEO of Adult Friends for Youth

Chair Morikawa, Vice Chair Kobayashi and members of the Committee of
Human Services, | am here to testify in support of HB2163 relating to Youth
Gangs.

Before taking on the role of President and CEO of Adult Friends for Youth, |
spent over 20 years in the field working directly with youth involved in gangs
and violence. What have | learned over the years? Gang members and youth
involved in violence are usually acting out as symptom of deep rooted issues.
They join gangs because they need a place to belong and the gang becomes
their surrogate family. Like drugs, the gang becomes a means to escape dealing
with problems that have become overwhelming for them to handle. To break
up the gang or to work with a youth in isolation is defeating because you are
taking them away from their only support network. We also know that peers
tend to have the most influence on each other at this developmental stage in
their lives. Youth gang membership and violence is not limited to particular
communities nor is it limited to only public housing, it is much more wide
spread.

So what have | learned that works? Providing outreach services to these young
men and women and engaging them in group counseling sessions helps begin
identifying the deep rooted problems, talk about it, and teach them skills to
cope with the problem as well as skills to empower them. These services has to
be consistent, long-term and infused in their communities. These services
should be holistic and include the entire peer group to turn negative peer
pressure into positive peer pressure so that they can begin to hold each
member accountable for their actions. The Juvenile Justice System has agreed
that working with a youth in their environment is much more effective than
incarceration and has made stride to provide services to a youth in their
communities. Youth involved with gangs and violence should be given the same
option.



Over the years, gang membership and violence have become more prevalent because technology
namely social media has brought it to the forefront. Fights, name calling, bullying and recruitment of
members are often posted to many of these sites allowing the problem to spread faster and island wide.
This sensationalizes the violence and makes it attracting to watch as well as engage in the behavior.
Social media has also been the catalyst that have brought youth (sometimes close to a hundred) from all
over the island to engage, participate and/or witness a fight causing members and residents of the
community to live in fear.

At Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) we reach and provide services to more than 350+ students a week,
which involves group counseling as well as outreach, case management, advocacy, truancy reduction,
leadership training, and mentorship on and off the school campus. Our street wise,

street smart therapeutic approach works with high risk youth on their own turf and tackles difficult
challenges that youth faces. We work with youth gangs as whole entities and for three plus years. Our
services are culturally relevant to Hawaii's diverse multi-ethnic population. We also provide crisis
services and interventions 24/7 because we know that the violence do not only occur between9 am -5
pm. AFY works in partnership with school administrators and faculty to provide effective counseling
services to reduce and eliminate destructive behaviors on school campuses in order to create a violence-
free, safe educational environment where students can thrive. We provide mediation services between
rival gangs at schools and between schools. We partner with other programs to refer youth for more
services when they have learned to properly conduct themselves in the appropriate settings.

We ask for your support of this bill, HB 2163, because it will provide services to our youth, who are the
future and give them the opportunity to become productive and contributing members of society.
Thank you for allowing me to testify.
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Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES.:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Jeffrey Aganos
Redirectional Specialist of Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

| am representing and testifying in support of HB 2163 on Youth Gangs.
Throughout the years, Adult Friends for Youth has played a vital role in keeping the
community safe from violence and also redirecting the lives of youths within the
low-income community. AFY has conducted group and individual sessions in
redirecting and empowering the lives of the youth to not only make the community
a safer and better place for everyone but also working with youth to help them
believe that they matter. Over the years the youth we have worked with have felt
that they have been portrayed in a negative way - where they had to endure that
stigma of making them feel unworthy to the mainstream. Through AFY’s services,
many of them come out feeling confident in knowing that they can make a
difference in their community.

This Bill will provide the funding to support the organizations that are equipped in
servicing the targeted population. By passing this bill, it will prevent youth gangs
and violence from becoming a serious problem, but more importantly, help to secure
safer schools and communities, and build bridges that for all youth to cross over to a
better future.

Thank you for your time and opportunity to testify.
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Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES.:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Lisa Tamashiro
Director of Operations and Special Projects of
Adult Friends for Youth

I am in strong support of HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs, which will appropriate
funds to programs that have the experience and expertise in serving this targeted
youth population. Adult Friends for Youth has been providing services to Oahu’s
youth for the past 30 years. The non-profit agency is committed to redirecting the
lives and behaviors of the youth from destructive to constructive and building safer
communities for all residents.

Hawaii, particularly on Oahu has a rising issue of youth violence and crime. It is not
a situation to be taken lightly as the possession of firearms to conduct robbery and
property crime has been identified on numerous cases. Without programs to
properly service the youth, the rising issue has the potential to turn into an epidemic
that will result in the burden of the State and taxpayers as well as the safety of many
communities and schools.

Incarceration has not proven to be an effective approach in the rehabilitation of
youth. The targeted youth need services where it is multi-faceted and holistic. The
building of trusting and meaningful relationships with service providers has the
capacity in redirecting the behaviors of the youth to becoming contributing and
productive members of society. The youth need to be provided with the appropriate
services and programs that can address their needs and issues. While addressing the
needs and issues, the youth can also learn coping skills and tools to abstain from
violence and crime.

As a service provider, | have seen the drastic changes that youth can make when
given the opportunity. The peer group is considered to be most influential in a
youth’s life. When youth gangs are serviced as whole entities, members can learn to
hold each other accountable for their actions and progress positively as a group.

By providing the appropriate services for these youth, we will be creating a safer
community for all residents of Hawaii and a brighter future for the next generation.
We strongly urge the committee to pass HB 2163. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify.
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Submitted to
Committee on Human Services
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by
Malakai Maumalanga
Director of Redirectional Services
Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

Aloha, my name is Malakai Maumalanga and I am the Director of
Redirectional Services at Adult Friends for Youth. [ am support of
HB2163 relating to Youth Gangs.

[ want to start by stating that I would not be here today testifying if |
didn’t get the support I needed to change my life. That support came from
Adult Friends for Youth (AFY). As a kid growing up in Kalihi I got
heavily involved in gangs and violence which seemed like a normal life
for me. It’s a lifestyle you don’t grow out of unless you get the support to
deal with these issues. [ was expelled from every school I attended
because of all the fights. My gang was well known by the police for the
destructive behaviors and violence we caused in the communities. [t got
so bad that the police were often posted on King Street to monitor us. The
kids in the neighborhood would not come to the park to play they were
afraid of all the trouble. We had been in so many fights and we didn’t
care that we terrorized our neighborhood. Nobody wanted or knew how to
deal with us. Then AFY came into our lives. At first we thought they
were another police program to monitor us. We later found out they really
wanted to help us and have a peaceful and safe community. I have been
blessed to have had AFY help me and my friends deal with our issues so
that we could live a productive life. They worked with my whole gang to
decrease the violence and to help us begin to hold each other accountable.,
The accountability that we had for each other helped us to look toward a
more productive life. If you only work with one youth or one person from
the gang it becomes diftficult for that person to try and steer the other
members to a positive path. However, if you work with the gang as whole
entities —the peer pressure now is easier and becomes positive rather than
negative. | went to jail many times but with the continuous support of



AFY I eventually went to college and got a Master’s degree in Social Work. I had all of this
experience and today my friends and I are productive people of society. We are not a burden or
draining our economy but rather giving back.

Today, I am the Director of Redirectional Services at AFY. We help students redirect their lives
and change their perspectives of life through Redirectional Therapy. We believe that all students
have the capacity to enter mainstream if their issues are addressed and their feelings nurtured. By
redirecting youth violence and gangs it has a tremendous impact in our schools and communities.
By supporting HB 2163, it gives these youth an opportunity to reach their full potential.
Aggressive behavior and violence is a disease, if left untreated spreads like any other disease. So
please support HB 2163, give our gang youth a chance in life, and help to redirect them from
destructive behaviors to a constructive life. Thank you for your time, support, and LOVE for our
youth and our communities. Mahalo and have a Blessed day.
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Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES.:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Sabra Della Lucia
Redirectional Specialist of Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

Adult Friends for Youth’s Staff is on call 24/7. We provide therapeutic services to
the most at-risk youth on the island of Oahu, and it is truly a privilege.

They may not always follow directions, they may not allow for services in what we
think of as the traditional therapeutic setting, they may not even believe that they
need services. What the youth do understand is that when Adult Friends for Youth
begins services with them, they are being respected, heard, understood, supported in
a safe environment.

They are the youth that often have no place to go and have lost hope, therefore they
have turned to destructive behaviors and violence to cope with their struggles.
Often, the youth find themselves in the juvenile court system or worse.

People often ask me, “Why would you want to work with the bad or rotten kids.
They have no respect and don’t care about their education.” | usually respond by
saying that those are not the kids that | provide services to. | provide services to the
students that society has given up on, that program after program has given up on,
and sometimes their own family has given up on. | get to watch youth gang
members engage back into their education, communities and families. | get to help
them believe in themselves once again.

The therapeutic process of changing a life is never short or simple, which is why the
work of Adult Friends for Youth is so important. There is no quick fix to improving
a life. Just like adults, change takes time.

We ask that the state support the agencies that are facilitating this change. Do not
give up hope in our youth. If we are asking them to believe in themselves, we have
to believe in them as well. Supporting HB 2163 shows your commitment to
Hawaii’s at-risk youth in redirecting their lives from destruction and delinquency, to
becoming contributing members of society.
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Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES.:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Siutiti Takai
Redirectional Specialist of Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

I strongly support HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs. Adult Friends for Youth
(AFY) is a nonprofit organization, providing therapeutic work toward high risk
youth for the past 29 years. AFY has gained a notable reputation for its
overwhelming success with this specific youth population. By helping to redirect
their lives through advocacy and empowerment, continuous effort is further directed
toward integrating them into healthy community living and personal well-being.
AFY’s outreach services help to heighten the potential for achieving community
goals, such as reducing extreme poverty, improving healthy lifestyles, and access to
educational opportunities that enhances the quality of life. The youth AFY services
are those who believe they have no place in the community. AFY’s mission is to
enhance the potential for all youths to achieve a rewarding life and become
productive members of society. | truly, support the vision and mission AFY stands
for and proud to say that | am a part of this agency whom, is making a difference in
the lives of youth gang members.

In eyes of many, youth gangs and violence is a growing problem that needs
immediate attention. Rather than spend incredibly high cost on incarcerating the
young people of our community —we should invest in programs that have the
experienced expertise and relationship building skills to address serious concerns
around destructive and violent behavior in order to redirect these behaviors toward a
positive and constructive solution. Many high risk youth have issues that go deeper
than what they portray that often leads to lashing out through violence. Therefore,
counseling sessions as a group in school helps express the emotions that are bottled

up.

We view this bill will help reduce youth gangs and violence in our communities and
therefore, we strongly support it and hope you will too. A quote from our President
Barack Obama, “Justice is not only the absence of oppression, it is the presence of
opportunity. Justice is giving every child a shot at a great education no matter what
zip code they re born into. Justice is giving everyone willing to work hard the
chance at a good job with good wages, no matter what their name is, what their skin
color is, where they live."

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES.:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Spenser Kunishige
Redirectional Specialist of Adult Friends for Youth

Good Morning/ Afternoon committee members. My name is Spenser Kunishige
and |1 am a Redirectional Specialist for Adult Friends for Youth. Adult Friends for
Youth is a non-profit organization that provides group therapy for high risk youth &
youth gang members in efforts to redirect their destructive behaviors into
constructive behavior so that our schools and communities can be safer, and those
individuals can become productive members of society.

I am in strong support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs. On a weekly basis,
Adult Friends for Youth services around 350 students. These 350 students vary on
their geographical location as they currently service Farrington High School,
Waipahu High School, Kapolei High School, Leileihua High School, Dole Middle
School, Kalakaua Middle School, and Central Middle school. Adult Friends for
Youth has been a key to reducing violence, as well as aiding in school and
community safety for these respected schools and communities. Using their
therapeutic approach, Redirectional Therapy, Adult Friends for Youth is able to
build strong relationships with their students, while working on redirecting their
student’s lives and breaking the cycle of violence, despair, and unhealthy lifestyles.

Passing this Bill will help qualified organizations to reach out and advocate for these
youths, and empower them to becoming positive role models, rather than engaging
in violent and destructive behaviors. In the end, promoting healthy communities and
safer schools is the overall objective.

Again, | strongly support HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs. Thank you very
much for your time and consideration.
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Submitted to
Committee on Human Services
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by
Tevita Williams
Redirectional Specialist
Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

For the past 30 years, Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) has been an intricate force in
tackling youth violence in Hawaii, particularly violence and juvenile delinquency
associated with gang membership. As a current staff member of AFY, | am
testifying in strong support of HB 2163 Relating to Youth Gangs, which will allow
organizations like ours to continue to take on the difficult task of reaching out to
these youths who are the most at-risk. It will also be able to provide them with
opportunities to develop the essential skills needed to someday become productive
and contributing members of society. In my short two years at AFY, | have not only
witnessed firsthand, but have also been directly involved with helping to redirect
youths from various demographic backgrounds and also helped to promote healthy
lifestyles and personal well-being. AFY’s redirecting and empowering the lives of
these youth will not only better these individuals, but the communities these
individuals represent as well. Again, I strongly support HB 2163 Relating to Youth
Gangs and hope you will also see the significance of how this Bill will help to
combat youth gangs and violence and effectively promote community and school
safety for all our youth. Thank you very much for your time and presence.



Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Chuukese boys from Farrington High School

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

We, the Chuukese boys of Farrington High School support the Bill HB 2163.
Agencies like Adult Friends for Youth are needed in communities like Kalihi, where
there are a lot of youth gangs and violence. Without AFY, we would not be where we are
today; getting our education and seeing the world in a different way. We know there are a
lot more communities on this Island that need the help. Below is our individual
testimonies as to why we support this bill.

Hello there, my name is Yro Onosar and I’ve only been a part of AFY for about
five months. They have helped me to make, not the right, but the best decisions that |
could possibly make. | may have not been there as long as the other 4TB boys have, but
they still treat me and show me that they care for me just as much as they do for the
others. | appreciate our AFY leaders as they have showed me that there are many
opportunities for us out there and that we just have to be wise about them. | truly believe
that it is the help of AFY that has helped us to drastically decrease our violent lifestyles
of the past. | am very thankful that I have met such a wonderful agency that cares for us.

My name is Ason Billy and I’m part of the original 4TB members. I’ve been a part of
AFY for about 4 years. They have helped me stay out of trouble and have also helped me
a lot both in and out of school. Regardless of the many careless mistakes | made in the
past and all my wrong doings, AFY was there by my side when | needed them. They
helped me to realize opportunities that | never thought had the chance to be a part of.
Because of the impact AFY had on me, | believe they can truly impact anyone.

Hello, my name is Nick Stephen and I am a part of a brotherhood/clique called “4 The
Brodies, or 4TB”. T have been a part of AFY for 3 years so far. To me, AFY means a lot
because they have helped change me into the person | am today. 1 used to get into a lot
of fights with other gangs but with the help of AFY, I’ve come to realize that it’s not
worth it. AFY has given me great opportunities like playing rugby and traveling to
Portland to compete in a tournament against other rugby clubs from around the mainland.
AFY has taught me a lot of thing that will help me throughout life. | am grateful for
them.



My name is Peter Aumua and I’ve been a part of AFY for 3 years. I belong to the group
4TB. AFY has changed the way | view life and my perspective of it. They have helped
me to reflect on the mistakes | made in my life and to turn them into life learning lessons.
| appreciate all the staff members of AFY for their help to change the live of my friends
and me.

Hi, my name is Werner Nick, also known as, Uso. I’ve been with AFY for about 3 years
and throughout those years they have helped me a lot and have taught me lessons on
making the best decisions for myself. | really appreciate the time they sacrificed for me
and my friends known as 4TB because if it wasn’t for AFY, we would probably still be
out there getting in to trouble and making a lot of bad choices. I just want to say thank
you to all the AFY staff members for saving our lives. You guys are my heroes. Thank
you, love you and God Bless.

Hello, my name is Jake. I’ve been with AFY for 3years. I’'m part of a brotherhood called
4TB. AFY has been a great help in my life. They keep us out of trouble and teach us the
importance of school. They are able to reach out to us and teach us that not all problems
have to be solved by fighting. They are able to give us opportunities and experiences that
will help us when we reach the real world of adulthood.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We support this bill.
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Submitted to
Committee on Human Services
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by
Darin H. Kawazoe
Director of Program Development and Grants
Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

I am in full support of S.B. 2163. Youth violence is a complex problem
requiring appropriate, necessary intervention. When programs are successful, youth
are provided with the necessary skills to stop violent acts and redirect their attention
to a productive future. My name is Darin Kawazoe and | am the Director of
Program Development and Grants for AFY. | cannot imagine what life would be
like for hundreds and thousands of youth who did not or could not benefit from
AFY’s services. | am a survivor of youth violence.

It took time for me to recover — physically, emotionally, and mentally - from
the violence | experienced in high school. It was like experiencing one of the
greatest lost in life. | needed someone to advocate for me and my family; someone
to reach out and address the multitude of needs of being a crime victim of violence.
Like the hundreds of kids that are bullied and assaulted each day, | had a difficult
time returning to school. | was not only ashamed and embarrassed, but also felt like
my safety was at risk. Someone needed to pay attention to my depression, my risk of
using drugs and alcohol as well as dropping out of school, and the overwhelming
need to seek safety perhaps through anti-social kids.

The chances that you know a crime victim of violence are great. Violence
can happen to anyone. No one should have to go through the recovery process of
being a crime victim alone. What | have learned over my 30 something years of
working in the ‘field’ is that while certainly not all victims will become offenders
and not all offenders were victims, many youth are both, and many of our most
vulnerable families include both. Effective programs that address youth violence
and gang membership must take into account the ‘entire’ individual and all of his or
her risks as well as needs.

The issue of youth violence is a public health issue, which demands
government assistance and funding. It took time to rebuild my life and pick up the
pieces after high school. | am grateful that | am resilient. But, not all the youth we
work with are that way. | thank AFY for allowing me to use my own experiences for
the greater good to stop violence in its tracks and help Hawaii’s youth to stay in
school. We need your help more than ever.

Thank you for allowing me to submit written testimony.



Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Kapolei Girls of Kapolei High School

We, the Kapolei Girls of Kapolei High School support the Bill HB 2163. Agencies like Adult Friends for
Youth are needed in communities like Kapolei, where there are a lot of youth violence. Without AFY, we
would not be where we are today. We value our education and we now can see a future for ourselves.
We know there are a lot more teens on this Island that need the help. Below is our individual
testimonies as to why we support this bill.

My name is Hale Santiago and on behalf of Adult Friends for Youth (AFY), | would first like to say what an
amazing blessing they have been to my life. When | first started to attend this group session, | wasn’t the
best person/student to be around. | was constantly getting into fights and altercations with many
people. | had terrible grades, | was not a people person. | was for sure not going anywhere good in my
life. Now that | have been in the group sessions, I’'m happy to say that everything has turned around for
the better because of AFY. My grades have changed and improved a lot from F’s to B’s. When | get
angry, AFY taught me to walk away from the situation so | don’t fight. Not only has AFY extremely
helped me in my social life but they have helped me in my personal life as well. My attitude towards
people has changed for the better and | have over time created a family-like bond with the group
members. AFY has amazingly wonderful people that provide help to those who need it. | can honestly
say that with their help and constant push of support to help me do better in school, | am on the right
track and | will be successful!l THANK YOU AFY!

My name is Kiara Carroll, | am a junior at Kapolei High School. | would like to talk about how Adult
Friends for Youth (AFY) helped me out. Since being in this program, | am able to talk about what’s been
going on in my life and that there are people out there that want to help kids like me. Like most kids on
this Island, | did drugs, skip class, fight, etc. But now, | go to class and try to improve my grades. | am not
saying that AFY makes me do these things but they are encouraging and are a big part of me wanting to
make a change. The group counseling sessions are very effective in helping the kids out on this island
because they help make a difference in kids with behavioral problems just like me. Thank you.

I, Kayla Marie Navarro support the HB 2163 bill. What Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) does for kids at my
school, Kapolei High School is amazing. AFY helps kids like me for example, clinicians Titi and Mo believe
in myself. | understand that they are going to be by my side when | make right or wrong choices. And if |
am wrong, they will guide me to the right path. | support this bill HB 2163 because | want kids like me in
Hawaii to have this amazing guidance with no judgement and 100% support 24/7 every day of the week.
Last year, | fell and hit rock bottom and | thought | couldn’t save myself, yet | did and | got referred to
the AFY group. They have helped me stay on track and provided amazing advice, life experiences, and
knowledgeable guidance. | want this bill to be passed to help other kids that are struggling with fighting,
drugs, home problems, and self-problems. | love and am thankful for AFY group sessions.

Thank you for your time.



Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Hans Hanis from Farrington High School

My name is Hans Hanis and | support this bill HB 2163. | am a Micronesian and | am affiliated
with a friendship group from Kalihi Valley Homes and Kuhio Park Terrace. | am writing this
testimony or story, on behalf of an agency that | have been with for quite some time called
Adult Friends for Youth (AFY).

| met AFY through my ‘brothers’ and my rugby coach, Molo. | was once a boy who did not care
about how my life would turn out. | couldn’t see myself succeeding in any way and | wanted to
give up. When my father was sent to jail, | was left with no hope, no future, and no motivation
to become the Hans | am today. | felt like a failure- a failure that had no dream. This all changed
when | met AFY. They took the boys and | on an “outing” to experience new things. | knew this
was a group | wanted to be part of. | changed schools from Roosevelt to Farrington where
regular services were offered. Through weekly therapeutic sessions, | received pep talks,
motivation, and ultimately, the courage to seek out opportunities to better my life.

I am now a different Hans. | have made the people | love happy. | know | will be successful. | will
work to give people hope that can’t find hope, as AFY once did for me. | will be the man that
changes the negative perceptions of Micronesians. Most importantly, | know that AFY will be
there to guide me every step of the way. Thanks to the staff at Adult Friends for Youth, | am the
man | can be proud of today.

Please pass this bill so that others can receive services from AFY like | do. Thank you for
your time and opportunity for me to testify.



Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Mapa Leakona
Former Student of Farrington High School

My name is Mapa Leakona and | am a student of Adult Friends for Youth (AFY). | want to thank
you all for the opportunity to support HB 2163 relating to Youth Gangs.

| have been a part of this ‘blessing’ of Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) for about four years. The
experiences with AFY from eighth grade until now have helped me and my friends decrease
gang violence and drug use, cope with family issues, and improve in school. As a member of a
group called T-gang, my friends and | met with AFY every week at Farrington High School and in
the community. Sessions addressed our goals and future. AFY proved to us early on that they
weren’t like other agencies- they wanted to help us improve ourselves and our community.
They were there to keep us motivated, to open our minds and to see the potential for our
futures. They never stopped believing in us.

Because of Adult Friends for Youth, my friends and | have found success. Many of us are in
college, working, or doing god’s work. We spend time giving back to our community to make it
better for future generations. | never thought that | would be able to see the world in this way. |
can be proud to say that today, | am continuing my education through Adult Friends for Youth’s
alternative education program. | know | can count on their support in order to reach my goals.

By supporting HB 2163, you can help youth like me to find that same potential to succeed.
Please support HB 2163 to give all youth the opportunity for a better life.



Submitted By Ryan Beauchan
Former Adult Friends for Youth Student

Members of the Human Services committee, my name is Ryan Beauchan and | ask that you
support HB 2163 relating to youth gangs.

I will am so grateful for everything Adult Friends for Youth has done for me and my brother. |
support them in everything as they have supported me. Today | am a supervisor for a security
company but years ago | thought I would never do anything with my life. | was stealing,
fighting, and using drugs. This was a regular part of my daily routine. | was introduced to Adult
Friends for Youth during my freshman year at Waipahu High School after a fight on campus and
that changed my life forever.

We had weekly counseling groups with them and | could discuss anything including my troubled
relationships and drugs. They also helped me to mediate my fights with other students on
campus and in the community. In my senior year | joined football and was a middle linebacker.
| saw my leadership potential. Unable to make up prior credits I left Waipahu High School and
joined AFY’s Clinical/Competency Based Alternative Education (CBASE) High School
Diploma Program through the Waipahu Community School for Adults. | graduated in 2007 was
selected to be our class speaker at our graduation ceremony.

On November 29, 2013, I received AFY’s Young Person of the Year award. It was a great
feeling and it reminded me that they still care about me. I stated then that “this award goes to all
the people that had helped me in my life. Who had inspired me to be the best that I can be.
Thank you AFY for all you have done”.

Today | am still working security. | also applied to become a youth correctional officer at
Hawaii Youth Correctional Facility but they said that I didn’t have the prior experience of
working or volunteering time with youth in our community. | believe | can be of help to our
youth someday with the experience | had. My future looks brighter as | am engaged and will be
a father soon.

| ask that you support HB 2163 so kids who are troubled and join gangs like I did will have the
opportunity to do better. If I didn’t have AFY I don’t know where I will be today. They are still
a part of my life but in a good way. | look forward to becoming a dad and raising my child the
best | know how through the lessons I learned.

Thank you.



Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Sheena Canon and Angela Mau
Former Farrington High School Students

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

Thank you for allowing our testimony in support of House Bill 2163 pertaining to youth gangs in
the state of Hawaii.

Youth now days don’t feel that they have anyone wanting to work with them. Youth also don’t
let their barriers down to allow agencies to get to know them and work with them. They rarely
accept the help because they lack trust.

Agencies like Adult Friend for Youth are different. They embrace the entire group of friends to
provide services to all friendship groups like ours and gang members too. AFY help youth that
struggled with violence and other incidents in their life. They provide support by treating
students with respect and love. They support students by redirecting their bad behaviors and
attitudes. Without AFY, the people who have lost hope in themselves would continue in their
struggle. It’s Adult Friends for Youth and agencies like them that we see hope.

We submit this testimony to share with people how we have benefitted and how great these
service are.

Thank you
Sheena Canon
Angela Mau



Submitted by
Zara & Gary Aki
February 2, 2016

Dear Members of the Human Service Committee

Aloha! We are Zara and Gary Aki, and we are residents of Kamehameha Homes. We also are
active within our Community here, and have been Board Members for our Kamehameha Homes Tenant
Association since 1997. Our 3 children are grown and on their own leading a very productive life. We
have 7 grandsons, and they’re a blessing and joy to us. It’s just the 2 of us, yet we continue to do
volunteer work for our Community simply because we care about our neighbors and because this is
home. We became aware of AFY when our son, (our youngest) was attending Kalakaua Middle School.
He became a client of theirs and Debbie was his worker. While being involved with AFY, he adjusted and
learned from them. To this day, he will quote what he was taught “the choices you make today, may
determine your future.” Kinohi had some issues still, but Debbie periodically checked on him throughout
the years. When he graduated in 2001, like most young men, didn’t know what he wanted to do, wasn’t
sure if he should give college a try. But, he did. Debbie walked him through the process, helped with all
the paperwork, and for the first week or so picked him up and took him to HCC. All we asked of our son,
was to give it a shot and see if you like it or not. When everyone had doubts about Kinohi, and when he
was down about himself, Debbie was there for support and guidance. For that, we are so grateful and
appreciative.

When HPHA had funds available for Associations to benefit their Communities, our KHTA
Board, chose AFY as one of the agency to come in and work within our Community and with our kids.
With our experience with AFY, it was agreed among our Executive Board to select them and hopefully
they would come here to service our Community, and they did. We even had classes for Adults with Ms.
Terry Fisher, and we had a great time sharing and learning about ourselves. We also became more
aware of the scope of service that they provide for the youth. It is unreal. Sad to say that the funds from
HPHA ran out. But, AFY didn’t allow that to stop them. They continued to work with the kids and we
believe that they made a difference in their lives.

Recently, we’ve come together again due to the increase in the Gang Activity/ Violence that
have been taking place. These Gangs congregate here at Kamehemeha Homes, and they fight. I'm
talking about 50 plus kids, with no respect and a whole bunch of attitude! They stop traffic on King
Street, and here on Haka Drive. They had weapons on them and they would throw them at the other
kids who they were fighting with. They had pipes, sticks, rocks, a machete was seen, it was extremely
dangerous for us. They would scale the outside walls of Kamehameha Homes and they would be all over
our Community. Police are called, but they are quick to run away as soon as they see or hear a police
siren. Since last September, our Association have worked side by side with Farrington High School, HPD/
Weed and Seed, AFY, and HPHA. We have had 2 Community based meetings here at our Hall to discuss
and try to come up with positive solutions, or an action plan to address this. Last year we invited some
Legislators with various agencies, Farrington and Mckinley High School, and HPHA to meet with our
residents, and just to let everyone know that this is some serious business. Through the planning
process and in us seeking advice, it was AFY who stood by us and guided and supported us. AFY is
currently working with the Gangs that have been fighting and we see positive results. There have been
no current fights here. In this last meeting, it was reported to us that the State & City did not grant AFY
money. This is very sad. When an agency such as AFY, who does terrific work with our youth in trying to
steer them on the right path, to have no funding is sad. Here you have a credited agency whose work
record speaks for itself, where the staff is on call 24/7. Whenever there is a type of Gang Violence/
Fight, AFY is the one everyone calls. Come on people!!! We need help to insure the safety of our kids



and grandkids. We plead with all of you to support HB 2163 for agencies like AFY. Services like theirs is
very crucial to a lot of families and Communities.
Thank you for taking the time to address our Support letter.
Mahalo,
Zara Aki/ President KHTA
Gary Aki/ Sgt. Of Arms KHTA



Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Chuukese KAM IV boys from Kalihi

We support this bill HB 2163 because without agencies like AFY there would be a lot more youth
gangs in Kalihi. With the rise of youth gangs, would come an increase of crime in our neighborhood.
AFY does amazing work not just with us, but with many of the youth in Kalihi. We are so thankful for the
support and services from AFY.

We consider AFY as a second home. It is a place that sees the good in us when others do not. It
is also a place that helps us when others have pushed us away. The boys from Love Kids and Kam IV
would like to thank AFY for helping the boys to see the beauty in living in the “ghetto”. Also, AFY has
encouraged us to change the perspective of how other people view us and other teens from Kalihi.
Without AFY we would not know half of the things that we know today. For example, we learned how
to give more than to take. AFY also never gives up on us no matter how bad the situation gets. Group
sessions at AFY helps us express our issues because of the bond that we have with the workers, which
we also consider as our friends.

Please pass this bill so that we can continue to receive services from AFY, and more youths like
us all over the island can receive services too. Thank you for your time.



Catherine H. Payne
98-715 Iho Place #1404
Aiea, Hawalii 96701

February 1, 2016

To: Members of the House Human Services Committee

Subject: Support for HB 2163: Relating to Youth Gangs

Thank you for considering my testimony on this important bill. Most of my years as a
teacher, vice-principal and principal in Hawaii’s pubic schools were spent with students
who were considered disadvantaged and/or alienated from mainstream society. My first
nine years as a principal were spent at Olomana School, serving students in the Detention
Home and the Youth Correctional Facility. My last fifteen years were as principal of
Farrington High School. At Olomana | saw the tremendous amount of money that is
spent in 24-hour care and security of young people for whom we just did not have
appropriate services in the community. Some had committed serious crimes, but many
others were there because of gang affiliations that connected them to drugs, truancy, and
disorderly conduct. When they were released back to the community they were rarely
better for having been locked up. When | went to Farrington, | saw many similarly
troubled students, but I also saw how a systematic program of support and interventions
turned hundreds of lives away from harmful, anti-social behavior.

The best results were realized when students were worked with in groups on campus and
in their natural communities. For many, the gangs replaced dysfunctional families and it
made the most sense to work with the entire “family” to change the negative direction in
which they were headed. Farrington commits resources to obtain the specialized services
needed to support our students. Schools that are unable to find the resources are simply
not able to meet the needs of these young people...and they are on all campuses in all
communities.

Investment at the front end of a problem almost always costs less than paying for the
consequences later. Your support for this bill now, and as it moves through the
legislative process, will demonstrate your understanding of how important this
investment will be for the future of our State.

Sincerely,

&Mwﬂﬁm

Catherine H. Payne



Edward Thompson, IlI

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 8:52 AM

To: HUStestimony

Cc: breaking-the-silence@hotmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2163 on Feb 4, 2016 08:30AM*
HB2163

Submitted on: 2/1/2016
Testimony for HUS on Feb 4, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Dara Carlin, M.A. || Individual || Support || No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Adult Friends for Youth

Submitted to Committee on Human Services,
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair,
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by Mckay Schwenke
Vice President,
Adult Friends for Youth.
Date: Tuesday February 2, 2016

HB 2163 Relating to Youth Gangs.

| am in strong support for HB 2163 which relates to Youth Gangs. Youth vi-
olence and youth gangs are on the rise. Over the past year there have
been numerous incidences that have been reported by the media regarding
youth violence around youth gang activities both on school campuses and
in the communities. This Bill if passed will allow organizations to reach out
to this specific population to help combat violence, crime, and destructive
behaviors among youth especially those in gangs. For the past 29 years,
Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) has been servicing high risk youth, by redi-
recting them from violent and destructive behavior to non-violent and con-
structive behavior through advocating and empowering them to explore
other options that will lead them away from crime and prison, but toward
healthy outcomes and meaningful lifestyles. The ultimate objective for all
our youth is to become contributing members of their community, and soci-
ety as a whole.

AFY has a professional staff who are able to comfortably outreach to vio-
lent youth groups and individuals and build relationships with them through
face to face meetings, and through fun activities. Working with groups as
whole entities allows members within the group to build strong group cohe-
sion with one another, also allows members to effectively become role
models for each other as they begin to experience successful outcomes -
and begin to move in a positive direction. Success breeds success, and the
more positive the experience, the more successful the end result will be.



Helping children and youth believe that they matter is critical for self-deter-
mination and self-respect to be appreciated. The old adage, “Prevention is
better than Cure” is so true! Locking up and incarcerating our youth is not
the answer. Prevention and intervention services that have the ability and
expertise to relate to these youth, is the key to keeping them from not hurt-
ing themselves, but others as well.

Once again | support HB 2163 and hope that you will see the bigger picture
on how this Bill will also support and promote safer schools and communi-
ties for our children and youth to prosper for years to come.



Submitted to:
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Jeffrey Silva
Graduate of AFY C-Base Class, Current LCC Student

My name Is Jeffrey Silva and | am a student of Adult Friends for Youth. Thank you for allowing me to
share my testimony in support of bill 2163.

AFY is not just focused on education but on helping teens who have been through rough times and grew
up or have been around gang violence. They help teens find hope in having a better life through
activities instead of violence. Before | found AFY | was just a drop out who only knew how to steal and
rob people. That’s all | wanted to do. Every time | saw something | wanted, | would take it. | had no
remorse for others and | didn’t really care about my education or my future. Sometimes | would run
around with my friends and if we saw someone from another gang we would beat them up and take
their money. Then Debbie and Lisa walked into my house one day and told me about AFY. At first |
thought it was going to be a repeat of high school where no one cared and no one understood where |
came from. But then, things were different with AFY. From there, my ways of thinking got better. | was
no longer hanging out with the same group of people or stealing. AFY helped me find a job so | could
make my own money. AFY also helped me get into college where eventually | would like to pursue a
degree in Business. Without AFY | would probably be in jail or hanging with the same people stealing
and fighting.

| hope you pass this bill because there a lot of teens out there that need the help AFY provides. Without
AFY, there is no hope for the future of those teens running around the streets. We do not want to end
up like the mainland where kids are running around with guns and shooting innocent people. We want
to keep Hawaii beautiful and full of aloha.

Thanks for your time.



LATE

kobayashi2-Jessi

From: mailinglist@ capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2016 4:40 PM

To: HUStestimony

Cc: bourcier@hawaii.edu

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2163 on Feb 4, 2016 08:30AM
HB2163

Submitted on: 2/3/2016
Testimony for HUS on Feb 4, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| cCamille Bourcier | Individual | Support | No |

Comments: | want to state that | am FOR this bill. Allocating funds to a specific therapeutic prevention
and mental health program for at-risk youth in Hawaii is a MUST. Supporting our service providers
with the finances they need to SUPPORT Hawaii‘s youth will ONLY benefit the state of Hawaii and its
citizens (i.e. keep youth of the street, decrease violence, decrease incarceration rates, etc).

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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February 4, 2016

This letter of support is composed on behalf of HB2163.

As a school administrator, | frequently deal with students and families whose lives are
both directly and indirectly impacted by gangs and gang-related violence. | strongly
support the allocation of funds for programs that proactively reach out to our youths
while working in tandem with schools and communities and other entities.

One current and existing example is Adult Friends for youth (AFY). AFY provides
services which are invaluable to students, schools and communities and has specifically
and especially been extremely successful in addressing youth and gang violence in
Waipahu. The relationships forged by the AFY staff and the youths in the community
allow for proactive communication and diffusing of countless potential confrontational
situations from actually occurring. It has also helped to diminish bullying and
contributed to family strengthening with some of the clients and schools in which AFY
services. .

AFY also coordinates the annual Student Anti-Bullying and Violence Convention for
students which has replaced the D.A.R.E. Student Transition Convention as the focal
event for upper elementary/secondary venue to promote anti-drug, bullying and violence
messages for our students. AFY works in tandem with the Honolulu Police Department,
the Attorney General’s Office and other community groups and media personalities to
put on this event. This not only benefits our Waipahu community, but the youth and
population of the entire island.

HB2163 will allow for programs to effectively work with our at-risk youths as well as
spending time to be proactive so as to minimize the number of youths who require
incarceration, mental health programs and/or other costly services. Your consideration
for support of HB2163 is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Kent Matsumura

Principal, Honowai Elementary School
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KATHRYN S. MATAYOSHI
SUPERINTENDENT

DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR

l’ rEYEY
STATE OF HAWAI'I Jj 4{
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION -
W. R. Farrington High School

1564 North King Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Dear House of Representatives, and Committee chair,
My name is Ronald Oyama, Vice Principal of Farrington High School.

I would like to submit a testimony on behalf of Adult Friends for Youth. | have been at Farrington
High School for 9 years, and in the Department of Education for 26 years. Farrington High School
has a steady enrollment of approximately 2,400 Students. We are currently servicing about 5
federal housings, and our poverty level is at approximately 59%.

Like me, before | transferred to Farrington High School, most of the public never experienced or
had to deal with our youth that are being attracted to the gang life and the provisions that gangs
provide for our young men and ladies. It gives them a home, a belonging, an identity, a sense of
pride, and in most cases, love. | have come to know many members in gangs and let me say, they
are young men and women, growing up, looking, searching and longing for a place to call home. A
place and company where they truly feel the love and the respect that they are searching for. Many
of our students in gangs have gravitated towards each other because they do not feel safe in our
community.

It's different to work with, help, and deal with our students affiliated with gangs and all the deep
rooted issues that comes with them on a daily basis. These students who are gang members are
your sons, your daughters, your nieces and nephews, your grandchildren. They are searching and
yearning for a better life just like anyone else. They just been looking for this in the wrong places.
They need support, but who has the time to deal with our children who have some deep rooted,
twisted childhoods, and unspeakable secrets that no one will ever hear of?

Many times students affiliated with or in gangs are dealing with issues that they have no outlet to
express, no one to navigate and help them through their issues within themselves or with others.
Many times the feeling of helplessness turn into rage, paranoia, false pride, and then violence.
This is when the public then hears about the gang violence on the streets, in their neighborhoods,
and the animosity and hostility that stems from deep rooted confrontations from past generations.

AFY has been a huge force and influence on our campus and in our students’ lives. They take the
time to deal with our groups and through their therapeutic discipline, they navigate through the
groups’ and individuals’ needs, feelings, and emotions. Our students affiliated with gangs need to
be heard, to be supported, to have someone they can truly pour out their feelings to. AFY has
been there for them. AFY supports ALL Clients, even after graduation and into their adult lives.
Their doors are never closed. AFY clinicians are available to our student clients 24 — 7 and are on
the clock with them anytime they need help and support. Our administers, counselors, social
workers, and security has worked hand in hand with AFY whenever we have had confrontations,
fights, and gang wars. AFY has very strong relationships with our gang members and they are
deeply trusted and respected. This is one of the reasons we have made huge strides when
reconciling, mediating, and returning our campus back to normalcy. Without AFY our school
cannot function. We cannot duplicate the services, time, and specialty that they have perfected
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over the years. Without AFY | fear there will be no one that the gangs will trust, relate to, and feel
that they are understood.

I am asking you to please consider their request for funding. We need AFY not only for our school,
but our community, and most importantly for the students that need help, love, and understanding.
You have the power to pass this bill that will acknowledge the fact that gangs do exist, are part of
our culture in Kalihi, but more importantly, by funding AFY, you are changing lives. Please use
your power and efforts to fund a proven and vital organization that knows how to deal specifically
with our gangs.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Ronald Oyama.
Vice Principal of Wallace Rider Farrington High School
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Committee on Human Services
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair

Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Jill Yoshimoto
Farrington High School Vice Principal

Subject: Support for S.B 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

I am writing in support of HB2163. | am an educator that has worked in Kalihi for over 20
years. | was an elementary teacher for 14 years, a counselor at Farrington for 10 years and most
recently as an administrator.

I have watched many of my students go from kindergarten to college. | have also watched the
negative aspects of the community take its toll on my students who have started using drugs,
gotten involved in gangs, dropped out of high school and become part of the cycle of
incarceration. | read once that it only takes one influential adult to change the course of a child’s
life. The questions is which adult will that be, and which direction will they be sent.

As an outreach counselor at Farrington | was tasked with helping students who couldn’t make it
in the regular classes find success in alternative programs on and off our campus. My students
had a multitude of issues which in turn affected their success academically. Many didn’t come to
school regularly and when they did, found themselves in the middle of or the cause of every
fight. My students were mostly gang involved and most of them adjudicated in the juvenile
court system. | learned early on that the key to helping my students was the relationship |
created with them, not when we were in the middle of a crisis, but when things were quiet and
trust could be built. As a school counselor there was a limit to what | could do for my students,
but it was never too much for AFY.

Developing a relationship with teens, especially at risk teens is not easy and takes time. The
staff at AFY are able to develop trusting relationships by working with students in weekly group
meetings on campus and then go into the community and work with students where they live.
AFY staff take the students on “outings”, showing them positive, pro-social activities they can
do together that are not only fun but legal. They teach our students the power of mediation by
walking them through the process and the value integrity by teaching them to keep their word.
The trust that is built with our students is invaluable when crisis arises. We call AFY who are
able to defuse potentially dangerous situations by going to the homes of our students to work
with them and their families. 1’ve actually lost count of the number of times that AFY was able
to help rival gangs peacefully resolve their conflict. .

Over the last 12 years I’ve watched AFY build relationships that started when they were in high
school and continue into their adult lives. Supporting HB2163 will allow AFY staff to continue
to be the one adult that positively changes the lives of our at risk youth.
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Submitted to: ] J"l‘]?
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES: 4

Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
Paea Masaniai
Graduate of AFY C-Base Program and Current HCC Student

Good morning, my name is Paea Masaniai and | have recently graduated from the Adult Friends
for Youth program and | support HB 2163 relating to youth gangs.

AFY has helped me back when | was in the 10 t" grade at Farrington high school when | was not
doing well in school and my grades and attendance was really awful. The only thing I really paid
attention to in school was football because it was fun. But | didn’t like going to school because |
couldn’t understand anything. | was really short on credits and my counselors told me that | had
no chance of passing on to the next grade level or graduating. So my mom told me that | would
have to go to a program but | was unsure of everything. That same year, my older sister who
was a gang member had just graduated from the Adult Friends for Youth program. My sister
knew | needed help so she kindly asked Lisa from AFY to see if | could get in the program. Lisa
scheduled a couple of meetings with me so that she could know me better and understand the
situations | was in before she could help me.

| wasn’t a gang member like my sister but AFY has helped me become a way better person than
| was before and no words can explain how thankful | am for this program. They are loving and
caring staff members and they have helped me throughout my life. They also helped me learn
how to balance out sports and school. At first | thought | have let my mom down but AFY gave
me a second chance to redeem myself. | graduated from the program and now | am a student
at Honolulu Community College majoring in liberal arts. | am trying to get my requirements so
that | could try to transfer into a university and try to better my life.

The community needs programs like AFY to help more people like me and my sister. Thank you
for your time.
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COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES:

Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Submitted by:
William Masaniai
Student of Adult Friends for Youth

Subject: Support for HB 2163, Relating to Youth Gangs

My name is William Masaniai and | am a student of Adult Friends for Youth. Thank you for
allowing me to share my testimony in support of the Bill HB 2163.

About nine months ago | was in Las Vegas, Nevada and | was convicted of burglary, home
invasion, and conspiracy. | got sentenced to six months of probation and fifty hours of
community service. When | refused, the judge informed me that they were going to throw me
into a juvenile detention home until my eighteenth birthday, to serve time for the crimes |
committed. My loving mother came up with the idea of sending me to Hawaii to the rest of my
family members as a form of punishment. The only way for me to stay out of ‘juvie’ was to
come to Hawaii but double my probation period and community service hours. Two weeks later,
I was on my way to Hawaii.

After being on the Island for three weeks, my Aunty was taking my cousin Paea to the C-Base
program at AFY and told me to tag along. Arriving at the AFY office, Paea introduced me to
Lisa (AFY staff). | was referred to AFY because | was short on credits, one year of probation,
and a hundred hours of community service. Lisa, Jeff, and the other staff members helped me
complete my hours of community service within two months by helping around the office. AFY
helped me create a resume and get my worker’s permit to find a job. | was able to apply and got
hired at Domino’s pizza where | have been employed for five months now. | am currently in
AFY’s C-Base program and | will graduate in September 2016.

If it wasn’t for agencies like AFY, | would still be running around with my friends making bad
choices and | would be unemployed. I hope my story will impact others to never give up and to
know that they matter. Especially, youth like me who deserves a second chance. We are human
and everyone makes mistakes. Also, don’t judge a book by its cover because you don’t know
what their story is.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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