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Testimony of 
SUZANNE D. CASE 

Chairperson 
 

Before the House Committee on  
FINANCE 

 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

11:00 A.M. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308 

 
In consideration of 

HOUSE BILL 2090, HOUSE DRAFT 1 
RELATING TO LAND COURT  

 
House Bill 2090, House Draft 1 proposes to streamline the operations of the Office of the 
Assistant Registrar of the Land Court by removing the requirement that the Assistant Registrar 
certify pending certificates of title for fee time share interests.  The Department of Land and 
Natural Resources supports this measure with the amendments made in House Draft 1. 
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March 2, 2016 
 

TO: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair 
 Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice-Chair 

 
FR: Henry Perez, President – via Blake Oshiro, Executive Director 

American Resort Development Association 
 

RE: H.B. 2090, H.D. 1 Relating to Land Court 
Position: Support  

 
Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto and members, 

 
The American Resort Development Association (ARDA) Hawaii, the local chapter of the 

national timeshare trade association, supports House Bill (HB) 2090, House Draft (HD) 1, which 
streamlines the operations of the office of the assistant registrar of the land court by removing 
the requirement that the assistant registrar certify pending certificates of title for fee time 
share interests.  This certification is no longer necessary since these pending certificates were 
removed from the land court system as of July 1, 2012.  
 
 The joint legislative investigative committee established pursuant to Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 226, regular session 2007, identified serious shortcomings relating to the Bureau 
of Conveyances.  Act 120, Session Laws of Hawaii 2009, was adopted in response to the findings 
of the committee.  Act 120 was intended to ease the backlog in land court recording and 
registration by, among other things, transferring fee simple time share interests from the land 
court system to the regular system. 
 
 Act 120 required that, upon presentation of a deed or any other instrument affecting a 
fee time share interest, the assistant registrar of the land court was to: 

 
(1)  Update the certificate of title for all fee time share interests in the time 

share plan; 
(2)  Record in the regular system the updated certificate of title for each fee 

time share interest in the time share plan; 
(3)  Record in the regular system the deed or other instrument presented for 

recording; and  
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(4) Cancel the certificate of title for each fee time share interest in the time 
share plan. 

 
Once the certificate of title for a fee time share interest was recorded, that time share 

interest was no longer subject to the land court.  This process is known as deregistration of fee 
time share interests. 

 
Through Act 121, Session Laws of 2012, the legislature found that the task of updating 

and recording the certificates of title for all fee time share interests concurrently had exceeded 
the capacity of the land court, particularly in light of the approximately three-year backlog of 
land court recordings and registration existing at the time that Act 120 took effect.  Accordingly, 
Act 121 was adopted to amend the deregistration procedure by removing fee time share 
interests from the land court system as of July 1, 2012.   

 
The assistant registrar was charged with the obligation to certify the certificates of title 

for all fee time share interests in the ordinary course of business.  This was intended to lighten 
the load of the assistant registrar in the preparation and certification of the certificates of title 
for fee time share interests without delaying the removal of the fee time share interests from 
the land court system. 
 
 However, the requirement that the assistant registrar certify all of the then-remaining 
uncertified fee time share certificates of title remained burdensome in light of resource 
limitations and the demands of new transactions on the office of the assistant registrar.    
 
 Therefore, ARDA supports HB 2090 HD1.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit 
testimony.  
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Testimony of 

Gary M. Slovin / Mihoko E. Ito 

on behalf of 

Wyndham Vacation Ownership 
   

DATE: March 1, 2016 

  
TO: Representative Sylvia Luke 

Chair, Committee on Finance 

Submitted Via FINTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

  
RE: H.B. 2090, HD1 – Relating to Land Court 

Hearing Date: Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Conference Room: 308 

 

 

Dear Chair Luke and Members of the Committee on Finance: 
 

We submit this testimony on behalf of Wyndham Vacation Ownership.  Wyndham offers 

individual consumers and business-to-business customers a broad suite of hospitality 

products and services through its portfolio of world-renowned brands.  Wyndham 

Vacation Ownership has a substantial presence in Hawaii through its Wyndham Vacation 

Resorts and WorldMark by Wyndham and Shell Vacations brands. 

Wyndham supports H.B. 2090, HD1, which streamlines the operations of the office of 

the assistant registrar of the land court by removing the requirement that the assistant 

registrar certify pending certificates of title for time share fee interests.  

 

In 2009, the Legislature acted to deregister time share interests from land court to the 

regular system (Act 120, Session Laws of Hawaii 2009).  Since that time, there has been 

a significant backlog in completing the deregistration process, due to the procedural 

requirement that each certificate of title had to be updated.  This measure will serve to 

accomplish the intent of the original 2009 law and to streamline the deregistration 

process by eliminating the certification requirement.  

 

For these reasons, we support H.B. 2090, HD1 and respectfully ask the committee to pass 

the bill.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this measure. 
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The Judiciary, State of Hawai‘i 
 

Testimony to the House Committee on Finance 
Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair 

Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair 
 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016, 11:00 a.m. – Agenda #1 
State Capitol, Conference Room 325 

 
by 

Calvin Ching  
Deputy Chief Court Administrator 
Court Operations/Services Division 

 
 
Bill No. and Title:  House Bill No. 2090, House Draft 1 Relating to Land Court. 
 
Purpose:   Streamlines the operations of the office of the assistant registrar of the land court by 
removing the requirement that the assistant registrar certify pending certificates of title for fee 
time share interests (HD1). 
 
Judiciary's Position:  
 

 The Judiciary takes no position on House Bill 2090, House Draft 1 and respectfully offers 
the following comments. 

 
 The adoption of this measure would not directly impact the Land Court Judiciary 

operations but it may affect the conclusiveness and completeness of Land Court Certificates of 
Title for deregistered time share interests. 

 
 Land Court Certificates of Title issued by the Land Court that are certified are deemed to 

be reliable, correct and conclusive as to all matters contained therein to the extent that they are 
deemed to be acceptable as evidence as a matter of law pursuant to HRS § 501-88. 

 
 This measure may undermine the reliability and conclusiveness of the Land Court 

Certificates of Title for de-registered time share interest.  
 
 Although time shares were removed from the Land Court system effective as of July 1, 

2012, the Assistant Registrar is required to update all time shares Certificate of Title up until this 
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date. This measure would eliminate the requirement that Land Court Certificates of Title be 
certified in order to circumvent the pending certifications and the Office of the Assistant 
Registrars’ backlog. 

 
 The elimination of the certification requirement could detrimentally affect all time shares 

certificates of title by rendering them questionable as to accuracy, correctness and 
conclusiveness. 

 
 This measure would create another category of Land Court Certificates of Title for fee 

simple time share interest prior to July 1, 2012 that were not certified as opposed to those that are 
certified. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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