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Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and Members of the House Committee on Energy and
Environmental Protection.

HB 2039 establishes a community-based marine resources grant program and makes key
positions permanent within the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). The
proposed program will support the Office of Planning (OP) Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
Program’s purpose to provide for the effective management, beneficial use, protection, and
development of the coastal zone. OP coordinates efforts with DLNR in the CZM area, in part,
through the Hawaii Ocean Resources Management Plan (ORMP), an interagency plan for the
management of the state’s coastal and marine resources. Specifically, the proposed program and
its intentions support the ORMP goal to “advance community level eco-based, place-based ocean
management projects currently in place.”

OP is in support of this measure provided that its passage does not replace or adversely

impact priorities indicated in our Executive Budget and defers to the agency with the statutory



mandate to implement policies and management strategies for community-based co-management
for comment.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.
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In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 2039
RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT
OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

House Bill 2039 proposes to 1) establish a community-based marine resources grant program, and
2) appropriate funds for a) administration of the grant program, b) three permanent full-time
positions in the Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR), ¢) two permanent full-time positions in the
Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DOCARE) to ensure compliance with any
areas set aside under the grant program, and d) conversion of 12 temporary positions in DOCARE
to permanent status for community fisheries enforcement units (CFEUSs). The Department of Land
and Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure, but has concerns with the
budgetary implications this bill may have on the Executive Supplemental Budget request.

For the committee’s information, DAR does assist prospective communities in developing plans and
eventually adopting administrative rules to establish Community-Based Subsistence Fishing Areas
(CBSFAs) authorized under Section 188-22.6, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). DAR has
developed a set of standard operating procedures to help DAR and communities successfully
navigate this process.

With respect to the proposed grant program, we think that providing the Department with general
funds that can be granted to communities to help implement community-based management would
assist those communities and DAR in effective implementation of CBSFAs and other community-
based management initiatives. However, we have concerns about the administrative resources
required to operate this grant program.
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The proposed three DAR positions would administer the "community side™ of the program but the
"grants/fiscal management side" of the program is missing. We are struggling to provide grant
management of the federal grants we currently receive and do not have the staff to oversee this new
grant program. We envision the need for two more positions, a grants manager and a fiscal
manager, to administer this new grant program, depending on the number of grants awarded each
year. Should this committee choose to support the department fiscally managing this program, then
SECTION 2, page 5, subsection (a)(3) may need to be changed to reflect this. We would also
suggest that the new statutory language in SECTION 2 be inserted into Chapter 187A, HRS, which
is administered by DAR, rather than Chapter 171, HRS (Public Lands).

In addition, establishing permanent funds for a community-based fishing area planner, marine
regulation and policy specialist, and aquatic invasive species specialist in DAR, and a Makai Watch
coordinator, marine regulation and policy specialist, and 12 CFEU positions in DOCARE, would
greatly assist the department in effectively implementing community-based marine resource
management statewide.

We do suggest deleting the word “subsistence” from page 6, line 19 to clarify that the planner
proposed in this measure would support all community-based fishery management programs,
including CBSFAs.

In conclusion, as mentioned previously, the Department supports the overall concept of this bill as it
includes initiatives supportive of our goals and objectives; however, we have concerns with the
budgetary implications this bill may have on the Executive Supplemental Budget request.
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House Bill 2039 proposes to establish the community-based marine resources grant program and it appropriates
funds to DLNR for positions and programs in support of community-based co-management of near shore
marine resources. Aha Moku supports this measure.

The Aha Moku was created by this Legislature to advise the Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural
Resources on issues related to land and natural resource management through the Aha Moku System. But
specifically it was mandated to bring the voices of the people forward in respect to the Aha Moku System. This
includes working with the mokupuni (8 islands), moku (46 large districts on each island), and the ahupua’a (607
specific smaller geographic districts within the moku). This has resulted so far in a collaborative relationship
between Aha Moku and the existing DLNR community-based subsistence fishing area (CBSFA) operations.

Aha Moku supports the efforts and achievements of the existing CBSFA office that is currently part of the
Division of Aquatics within the DLNR. We believe this measure is appropriate and will allow the public trust
an opportunity to further secure the marine resources within their communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 2039.




Hawai'i's voice for wrildly

Ko Hawai‘i/leo no na holoholona Iohiu

Testimony Submitted to the House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection
Hearing: Tuesday, February 2, 2016 8:30 am
Conference Room 325

Support for HB 2039 Relating to the Department of Land and Natural Resources
Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and Members of the Committee.

Aloha. Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports HB 2039, which establishes the community-based
marine resources grant program, and appropriates funds to the Department of Land and Natural
Resources for positions and programs in support of community based co-management of near
shore marine resources.

Supporting community-based marine resource grant program is a wise investment. This program
one of the most important programs to protect marine resources, which are held in trust for the
people. With all due respect, the State is not doing enough to protect and properly manage the
ocean and marine resources. The DLNR recently rejected a proposal by NOAA to expand the
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary, which we believe would have
provided more protection for more species in more areas and provide more opportunities to
partner with the public.

The legislature is not providing enough funding to protect and manage our ocean, marine resources,
and other public trust resources for the people and future generations. Supporting a community-
based management program is a good start.

Please support HB 2039 and start funding critical DLNR programs adequately.

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify.

Marjorie Ziegler
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.

Testimony of The Nature Conservancy of Hawai'i
Supporting H.B. 2039 Relating to the Department of Land and Natural Resources
House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection
Tuesday, February 2, 2016, 8:30AM, Room 325

The Nature Conservancy of Hawai i is a private non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the preservation of the lands and waters
upon which life depends. The Conservancy has helped to protect nearly 200,000 acres of natural lands in Hawai‘i. We manage 40,000
acres in 14 preserves and work in 19 coastal communities to help protect the near-shore reefs and waters of the main Hawaiian Islands.
We forge partnerships with government, private parties and communities to protect Hawai i’s important watershed forests and coral reefs.

The Nature Conservancy supports H.B. 2039 which would provide essential staffing and
program support within Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) to implement
successful community-based co-management of marine resources statewide.

Hawai‘i’s reef fish populations have declined by more than 75% over the past 100 years. This
loss is not only a loss to Hawaii’s fishers, it is a loss to all of Hawaii’s people, and to a cultural
heritage that is unique in the world. Empowered communities can help the DLNR ensure that
the State’s marine resources are managed sustainably into the future. Lasting success
depends on building strong partnerships with the people who live in and care for their places.
These on-the-ground stewards are developing strategies to restore and care for their reefs and
fisheries, guiding and implementing those strategies, and helping monitor the effectiveness of
their efforts over the long term. By being directly involved with management actions, these
communities also help to build greater resilience to future pressures and extreme events
related to climate change.

The Nature Conservancy’s marine conservation program is focused on assisting communities
with caring for coral reefs and near shore marine resources to help ensure that the benefits
that these areas provide — including food, shoreline protection, recreation and cultural values —
will be available for generations to come. Together with the DLNR and other conservation
partners, TNC is helping 19 coastal communities on O‘ahu, Maui Nui and Hawai‘i Island
restore healthy reef habitats and an abundance of fish in their communities. These are but a
small representation of the many communities on every island that are applying their
experience, culture, observation, and hard work to protect and restore their reefs and fisheries.

The funding and personnel proposed in this bill would allow the DLNR to continue and
enhance its important role as a leader and partner in community-based co-management of
Hawai‘i’'s marine resources.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mark E. Agne Paul D. Alston Christopher J. Benjamin Anne S. Carter Richard A. Cooke III Thomas M. Gottlieb James J.C. Haynes III
Mark L. Johnson Dr. Kenneth Y. Kaneshiro Eiichiro Kuwana Duncan MacNaughton Kathy M. Matsui Wayne K. Minami James C. Polk
Jean E. Rolles  Scott C. Rolles Crystal K. Rose Dustin E. Sellers Nathan E. Smith Peter K. Tomozawa James Wei



KUA’AINA ULU ‘AUAMO

Testimony Before The
House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection
IN SUPPORT OF HB 2039
Tuesday February 2, 2016, 8:30am, Room 325

My name is Kevin Chang | apologize for not being with you in person today. | am the Executive
Director of Kua‘aina Ulu ‘Auamo (or KUA) and this is my organizations testimony in strong
support of HB 2039.

KUA works to empower communities to improve their quality of life through caring for
their environmental heritage together to better Hawai‘i and achieve ‘aina momona— an
abundant, productive ecological system that supports community well-being.

We employ a community-driven approach that currently supports a network of more than 31
malama ‘a@ina community groups collectively referred to as E Alu P (moving forward together),
38 fishpond projects and practitioners called the Hui Malama Loko I‘a, and a new and growing
hui of Limu practitioners all from across our state.

KUA supports HB 2039 as an incremental step towards ‘aina momona. This bill would
support community-based marine management by providing funding in DLNR for:
v A grant program for communities working on community-based marine management;
v 3 positions in the Div. of Aquatic Resources (DAR): CBSFA coordinator, legal fellow,
aquatic invasive species specialist;
v’ 2 positions in the Div. of Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DOCARE): makai
watch coordinator and legal fellow; and
v 12 positions in DOCARE for Community Fisheries Enforcement Units (CFEUs) statewide.

Many of the communities in the networks we facilitate work on improving natural resource
management and restoration of native food and ecological systems and values and ethics more
sensitive to the needs of their wahi (their places). The state is often a necessary partner that
communities we work with often seek to collaborate and when necessary to build more formal
co-management relationships.

Passing this bill would provide critical staffing and programs in the DLNR to support the growing
community-based co-management movement to better manage our precious marine resources,
and could support increased volunteer community-based efforts. Mahalo for this opportunity to
testify in support.

Aloha ‘Aina Momona.
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Testimony Before The
Senate Committee on Water and Land
IN SUPPORT OF HB 2039
Tuesday February 2, 2016, 8:30AM, Room 325

My name is Pamela Lota Fuijii. | am a member of the Ewa Limu Project and this is my testimony
in strong support of HB 2039.

The Ewa Limu Project is part of a network of communities collectively referred to E Alu PU
(moving forward together) that is supported by Kua‘aina Ulu ‘Auamo (or KUA). KUA works to
empower communities to improve their quality of life through caring for their environmental
heritage together to better Hawai‘i and achieve ‘aina momona— an abundant, productive
ecological system that supports community well-being.

This bill would support community-based marine management by providing funding in DLNR for:

e A grant program for communities working on community-based marine management;

e 3 positions in the Div. of Aquatic Resources (DAR): CBSFA coordinator, legal fellow,
aquatic invasive species specialist;

e 2 positions in the Div. of Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DOCARE): Makai
watch coordinator and legal fellow; and

e 12 positions in DOCARE for Community Fisheries Enforcement Units (CFEUs)
statewide.

Passing this bill would provide critical staffing and programs in the DLNR to support the growing
community-based co-management movement to better manage our precious marine resources,
and could support increased volunteer community-based efforts.

Mahalo for this opportunity to submit written support for HB 2039.

G [m«-bjﬂi& :,ZZ«/

Pamela Lota Fujii



EEPtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 31, 2016 10:32 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: mjellings@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM
HB2039

Submitted on: 1/31/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| carlMJelingsSr || Individual | Oppose | No |

Comments: Comments: My Name is Carl Paoo Jellings Sr The Short History of CBMA's here in
Hawaii has shown to have erased very important aspects of Traditions and Culture this very Bill
speaks of preserving, Generations of Lawaia Seasons after seasons of accumulated knowledge Cut
Off, By Demographic By agenda by opposing Interests, How can a Proficient Lawaia or Fisherman
maintain his practice his profession handed down to him from Makua Kane to Makua Kane without a
connection to Place/ Koa / Fishing Grounds. Any CBMA example Haena that only allows for
subsistence fishing and bans Lawaia from feeding the broader community makes Hawaii that much
more "food unsustainable” Having CBMA's all over Hawalii that threaten to allow only subsistence
fishing or maybe no fishing will hurt our elderly or the ten's of thousands of people who cannot fish for
themselves | am in opposition To HB 2039. Carl Paoo Jellings Sr

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



EEPtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 31, 2016 7:54 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: 333cory@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM
HB2039

Submitted on: 1/31/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Cory Harden | Individual | Support | No |

Comments: Aloha Representatives, Please support this bill. It would breathe life into community-
based management efforts such as the West Hawaii Fishery Council. Mahalo!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



EEPtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Saturday, January 30, 2016 3:22 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: dalesarver@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM
HB2039

Submitted on: 1/30/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Dale Sarver | Individual | Support | No |

Comments: | SUPPORT HB 2039. | am a marine ecologist and have worked in fisheries management
for decades. DAR and DLNR need help and assistance with Community-Based marine resources
management. The marine ecosystem varies from island to island and location to location. The
management issues need to match the ecological needs of each location. There is a lot of interest in
establishing community-based management. The process is complicated and the local communities
need help organizing and developing management plans and this bill could support those efforts. The
reef systems and resources associated with them are over-used and over-fished and we desperately
need to protect them.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



EEPtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Saturday, January 30, 2016 4:41 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: douglasperrine@yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM
HB2039

Submitted on: 1/30/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Douglas Perrine || Individual || Support || No |

Comments: | support HB 2039

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Lisa Diaz
76-223 Haoa St.; Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 96740
scidiaz@gmail.com 808-938-1389

Hawaii State House 1/30/16
Energy & Environment Protection Committee RE: Strong support for HB2039

Aloha Chairman Lee, V. Chair Lowen, and honorable E & EP committee members:

As a 17 year long resident of Kona and a marine science educator in Hawaii public schools,

| strongly support HB2039 and urge your committee to pass this act in during this 2016
legislative session. | support this bill fully and suggest that grant funds for each community
be increased from $10,000.00 to $15,000.00, annually.

| have been an active community participant for the last 15 years at West Hawaii Fisheries
Management Council meetings, which include all ocean user stakeholders working together to

protect & manage our local West Hawaii marine resources.

The West Hawaii Fisheries Management Council (WHFMC)and local Department of Aquatic
Resources staff in Kona have been successful in establishing a Fish Replenishment Area
system that has increased the number of many near shore reef fish species and reduced
conflict among ocean user groups, proven by based on 17+ years of scientific population
counts performed jointly by marine scientists from DAR, University of Hawaii, and University
of Washington. (http://dinr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2015/01/ar _hrs188 2015.pdf)

The West Hawaii Fisheries Council has been recognized as a model for effective near shore

marine resources management in Hawaii, and worldwide.
(http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08920750902851096 ). The success we have had

in West Hawaii is due to the hard work and dedication of many community volunteers who

serve without pay (many for 17 years) on the West Hawaii Fisheries management council,
alongside Dr. William Walsh, DAR Marine biologist in Kona plus Castle Foundation grant
funds obtained by Sara Peck (retired, UH Sea Grant), via Malama Kai nonprofit foundation. UH
Sea Grant who administered the grant funds up until 2010 faced large budget cuts within the UH
system, and needed to pursue grants for its own operations. Castle Foundation has refocused on
public education. WHFMC has used the remaining Castle grant dollars to stretch funding for 2 more
years, without assistance from the state, and has provided invaluable services to DAR in providing
community based management rules to protect West Hawaii’'s marine resources.

The purpose of SB2139 is to establish a community-based marine resources grant program
and make key positions permanent within DLNR. Under ACT 306, passed by Hawaii


mailto:scidiaz@gmail.com
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2015/01/ar_hrs188_2015.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08920750902851096

Legislature in 1999, DLNR is mandated to implement policies and management strategies to
protect Hawaii’s marine resources, utilizing community-based co-management. West Hawaii
Fisheries Management Council (WHFMC), established by ACT 306 is an advisory council for
DAR/DLNR, not a nonprofit group. WHFMC does not receive any funding from the state of
Hawaii, but does have administrative costs (meeting space rent, advertising of meetings
announcements/hearings, educational materials explaining local WHFMC marine resource
rules, secretarial costs, transportation costs, etc.)

As WHFMC had proven to be beneficial to our state’s ability to protect nearshore natural
resources, and that under ACT 306 mandated by our legislature in 1999, DAR/DLNR is
required to establish new rules utilizing community based management across our island
state, implementation of this proven method in other Hawaii communities, funding is required
to cover managerial expenses to grow community participation and establish additional

fisheries management councils based on the ACT 306 mandate and WHFMC model statewide.

Under ACT 306, to successfully implement appropriate programs and to grow and maintain active
participation and trust of communities, DLNR needs consistent technical and staff capacity to engage
with communities and other stakeholders and to protect Hawaii’'s marine resources effectively.
Regarding community-based co-management of marine resources, this includes having the essential
staff members who can engage with interested communities and help them to coordinate traditional
stewardship practices with the departmental systems and processes, to develop community-driven
rules and standards of conduct that meet the State's regulatory requirements, and to implement a
collaborative and effective approach to compliance with community-based standards and rules.
Marine resource rules are clearly more effective when developed to include all ocean user
stakeholders are involved in a collaborative process to make such rules. The resultis that
conflicts are reduced and a much greater percentage of ocean users will respect and follow
the rules, ensuring that our marine resources will be conserved for Hawaii’s future
generations, fisheries, communities and tourism.

Mahalo for your dedication & commitment to protecting Hawaii’s marine resources!

Sincerely,

Lisa Diaz

76-223 Haoa St.

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 96740
scidiaz@gmail.com 808-938-1389
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Lisa Diaz
76-223 Haoa St.; Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 96740
scidiaz@gmail.com 808-938-1389

Hawaii State Senate 1/30/16
Water Land & Agriculture Committee RE: Strong support for SB2139

Aloha Chairman Gabbard, V. Chair Nishihara, and honorable WLA committee members:

As a 17 year long resident of Kona and a marine science educator in Hawaii public schools,

| strongly support SB2139 and urge your committee to pass this act in during this 2016
legislative session. | support this bill fully and suggest that grant funds for each community
be increased from $10,000.00 to $15,000.00, annually.

| have been an active community participant for the last 15 years at West Hawaii Fisheries
Management Council meetings, which include all ocean user stakeholders working together to

protect & manage our local West Hawaii marine resources.

The West Hawaii Fisheries Management Council and local Department of Aquatic Resources
staff in Kona have been successful in establishing a Fish Replenishment Area system that has
increased the number of many near shore reef fish species and reduced conflict among ocean
user groups, proven by based on 17+ years of scientific population counts performed jointly
by marine scientists from DAR, University of Hawaii, and University of Washington.
(http://dInr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2015/01/ar_hrs188 2015.pdf )

The West Hawaii Fisheries Council has been recognized as a model for effective near shore

marine resources management in Hawaii, and worldwide.
(http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08920750902851096 ). The success we have had
in West Hawaii is due to the hard work and dedication of many community volunteers who

serve without pay (many for 17 years) on the West Hawaii Fisheries management council,
alongside Dr. William Walsh, DAR Marine biologist in Kona plus Castle Foundation grant
funds obtained by Sara Peck (retired, UH Sea Grant), via Malama Kai nonprofit foundation. UH
Sea Grant who administered the grant funds up until 2010 faced large budget cuts within the UH
system, and needed to pursue grants for its own operations. Castle Foundation has refocused on
public education.

The purpose of SB2139 is to establish a community-based marine resources grant program
and make key positions permanent within DLNR. Under ACT 306, passed by Hawaii
Legislature in 1999, DLNR is mandated to implement policies and management strategies to
protect Hawaii’s marine resources, utilizing community-based co-management. West Hawaii

Fisheries Management Council (WHFMC), established by ACT 306 is an advisory council for
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DAR/DLNR, not a nonprofit group. WHFMC does not receive any funding from the state of
Hawaii, but does have administrative costs (meeting space rent, advertising of meetings
announcements/hearings, educational materials explaining local WHFMC marine resource
rules, secretarial costs, transportation costs, etc.)

As WHFMC had proven to be beneficial to our state’s ability to protect nearshore natural
resources, and that under ACT 306 mandated by our legislature in 1999, DAR/DLNR is
required to establish new rules utilizing community based management across our island
state, implementation of this proven method in other Hawaii communities, funding is required
to cover managerial expenses to grow community participation and establish additional

fisheries management councils based on the ACT 306 mandate and WHFMC model statewide.

Under ACT 306, to successfully implement appropriate programs and to grow and maintain active
participation and trust of communities, DLNR needs consistent technical and staff capacity to engage
with communities and other stakeholders and to protect Hawaii’s marine resources effectively.
Regarding community-based co-management of marine resources, this includes having the essential
staff members who can engage with interested communities and help them to coordinate traditional
stewardship practices with the departmental systems and processes, to develop community-driven
rules and standards of conduct that meet the State's regulatory requirements, and to implement a

collaborative and effective approach to compliance with community-based standards and rules.

Marine resource rules are clearly more effective when developed to include all ocean user
stakeholders are involved in a collaborative process to make such rules. The result is that
conflicts are reduced and a much greater percentage of ocean users will respect and follow
the rules, ensuring that our marine resources will be conserved for Hawaii’s future

generations, fisheries, communities and tourism.

Mahalo for your dedication and commitment to protecting Hawaii’s marine
resources!

Sincerely,

Lisa Diaz

76-223 Haoa St.
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 96740
scidiaz@gmail.com
808-938-1389
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Lisa Diaz
76-223 Haoa St.; Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 96740
scidiaz@gmail.com 808-938-1389

Hawaii State House 1/30/16
Energy & Environment Protection Committee RE: Strong support for HB2039

Rep. Chris Lee, Chair

Rep. Nicole E. Lowen, Vice Chair

Aloha Chairman Lee, V. Chair Lowen, and honorable E & EP committee members:

As a 17 year long resident of Kona and a marine science educator in Hawaii public schools,

| strongly support HB2039 and urge your committee to pass this act in during this 2016
legislative session. | support this bill fully and suggest that grant funds for each community
be increased from $10,000.00 to $15,000.00, annually.

| have been an active community participant for the last 15 years at West Hawaii Fisheries
Management Council meetings, which include all ocean user stakeholders working together to

protect & manage our local West Hawaii marine resources.

The West Hawaii Fisheries Management Council (WHFMC)and local Department of Aquatic
Resources staff in Kona have been successful in establishing a Fish Replenishment Area
system that has increased the number of many near shore reef fish species and reduced
conflict among ocean user groups, proven by based on 17+ years of scientific population
counts performed jointly by marine scientists from DAR, University of Hawaii, and University
of Washington. (http://dinr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2015/01/ar _hrs188 2015.pdf)

The West Hawaii Fisheries Council has been recognized as a model for effective near shore

marine resources management in Hawaii, and worldwide.
(http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08920750902851096 ). The success we have had

in West Hawaii is due to the hard work and dedication of many community volunteers who

serve without pay (many for 17 years) on the West Hawaii Fisheries management council,
alongside Dr. William Walsh, DAR Marine biologist in Kona plus Castle Foundation grant
funds obtained by Sara Peck (retired, UH Sea Grant), via Malama Kai nonprofit foundation. UH
Sea Grant who administered the grant funds up until 2010 faced large budget cuts within the UH
system, and needed to pursue grants for its own operations. Castle Foundation has refocused on
public education. WHFMC has used the remaining Castle grant dollars to stretch funding for 2 more
years, without assistance from the state, and has provided invaluable services to DAR in providing

community based management rules to protect West Hawaii’s marine resources.


mailto:scidiaz@gmail.com
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The purpose of SB2139 is to establish a community-based marine resources grant program
and make key positions permanent within DLNR. Under ACT 306, passed by Hawaii
Legislature in 1999, DLNR is mandated to implement policies and management strategies to
protect Hawaii’s marine resources, utilizing community-based co-management. West Hawaii
Fisheries Management Council (WHFMC), established by ACT 306 is an advisory council for
DAR/DLNR, not a nonprofit group. WHFMC does not receive any funding from the state of
Hawaii, but does have administrative costs (meeting space rent, advertising of meetings
announcements/hearings, educational materials explaining local WHFMC marine resource
rules, secretarial costs, transportation costs, etc.)

As WHFMC had proven to be beneficial to our state’s ability to protect nearshore natural
resources, and that under ACT 306 mandated by our legislature in 1999, DAR/DLNR is
required to establish new rules utilizing community based management across our island
state, implementation of this proven method in other Hawaii communities, funding is required
to cover managerial expenses to grow community participation and establish additional

fisheries management councils based on the ACT 306 mandate and WHFMC model statewide.

Under ACT 306, to successfully implement appropriate programs and to grow and maintain active
participation and trust of communities, DLNR needs consistent technical and staff capacity to engage
with communities and other stakeholders and to protect Hawaii’'s marine resources effectively.
Regarding community-based co-management of marine resources, this includes having the essential
staff members who can engage with interested communities and help them to coordinate traditional
stewardship practices with the departmental systems and processes, to develop community-driven
rules and standards of conduct that meet the State's regulatory requirements, and to implement a
collaborative and effective approach to compliance with community-based standards and rules.
Marine resource rules are clearly more effective when developed to include all ocean user
stakeholders are involved in a collaborative process to make such rules. The result is that
conflicts are reduced and a much greater percentage of ocean users will respect and follow
the rules, ensuring that our marine resources will be conserved for Hawaii’s future
generations, fisheries, communities and tourism.

Mahalo for your dedication & commitment to protecting Hawaii’s marine resources!

Sincerely,

Lisa Diaz

76-223 Haoa St.

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 96740
scidiaz@gmail.com 808-938-1389
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EEPtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Saturday, January 30, 2016 2:50 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: tinaowens@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM
HB2039

Submitted on: 1/30/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Tina Owens | Individual | Support | No |

Comments: | strongly support HB2039. As a long-time member of the West Hawaii Fishery Council,
which is now in its 18th year, and as one of its three chairs for the past two years, | know that money
has always been an issue. As an advisory council to the DLNR, we are not a non-profit, nor could we
become one without losing our relationship with the DLNR/State of Hawaii. We have never received a
penny of money from the state, even though we have given thousands and thousands of volunteer
hours and have literally transformed the reef situation h ere for the better. No one is looking to be paid.
We just need some operating funds to: rent venues in outlying communities (important on the Big
Island); publish notifications of new marine rules and regulations, produce educational materials, etc.
In the past we have always had to scrounge for every penny we got from other foundations and

funds. As volunteers, we feel our time is better spent on working with communities to improve their
environment, than to spend time writing grants and phoning around for money. Frankly the DLNR has
saved a lot of money through the hours we have given, free, to the state and made their jobs a good
deal easier. Please support this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



EEPtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 12:10 PM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: mendezj@hawaii.edu

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM*
HB2039

Submitted on: 2/1/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Javier Mendez-Alvarez || Individual || Support || No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



ChrlstOpher Peters 77-6508 Maile Street * Kailua Kona, HI 96740
(850) 559-8107 e christopher.peters@tnc.org

rgYgy
January 31, 2016 l J‘ l ]4J

Dear Legidators,

as acitizen of Hawaii deeply concerned with the health and conservation of our marine resources, |
would like to submit my support for the passage of HB20309.

In the past 7 months, | have spent considerable time interacting with stakeholders through out West
Hawaii. From tourists and tour operators, to DAR, DOCARE officers and fisherman, the vast majority
have the a legitimate interest and desire to malama our coastal resources. However, this common goal
has not yet united our citizens. It isfor thisreason that | support this bill and a renewed focus on
community based management. | believe these diverse stakeholders can become the driving force for
successful management of Hawaii’s most valuable resources if sufficient education, outreach and
coordination occurs.

Please support the passage of HB2039.
Sincerely,

Christopher Peters

77-6508 Maile St.
KailuaKona, HI 96740
christopher.peters@tnc.org
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EEPtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 02, 2016 1:41 AM

To: EEPtestimony TEYR
Cc: blawaiianlvr@icloud.com IJ‘ l I‘J
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:3

HB2039

Submitted on: 2/2/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| De MONT R. D. CONNER || Ho'omana Pono, LLC. || Support | Yes |

Comments: We FULLY SUPPORT this bill that empowers our Ahupua’a to take back control or our
ocean & its natural resources!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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EEPtestimony

TRY ‘1
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov Jj 4

Sent: Tuesday, February 02, 2016 3:09 AM

To: EEPtestimony

Cc: starmer@hawaii.edu

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2039 on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM*
HB2039

Submitted on: 2/2/2016
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kaelan | Individual | Support | No |

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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