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Bill No. and Title: House Bill No. 165, Relating to Juvenile Justice Information.

Purpose: Allows the dissemination of confidential juvenile justice information to law
enforcement agencies for law enforcement and law enforcement employment.

Judiciary's Position:

 The Judiciary respectfully submits this testimony in opposition to House Bill No. 165.

1. This bill does not have the endorsement of the Juvenile Justice Information Committee
(JJIC) because it was never proffered to that Committee for such endorsement.  From the
inception of the Juvenile Justice Information System (JJIS), all of the creators (including
then Chief of Honolulu Police Department Keala and then Senior Family Court Judge
Vitousek, leaders of the JJIC for many years) understood that this system of sharing
information could only have been created based on professional trust and a mutual
respect of competing  professional positions .  This bill is inconsistent with those tenets.
The phrase in the preamble of this bill, “clarify that law enforcement agencies may be
allowed to access the juvenile justice information system in the performance of their
duties”  also appears to be inconsistent with this premise and misunderstands the current
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statute, the purposes of the JJIS/JJIC, and the long and short term history of the
Committee’s work.  The current statute is clear about the uses and sharing of juvenile
information.  The purposes of the JJIS/JJIC include law enforcement but are not exclusive
to it.  Rehabilitation of youth is also an important purpose.  Chief Keala and Senior Judge
Vitousek understood this and, although aware that they represented different important
community roles, they believed that their work could only be done well if done
collaboratively and honestly.  The long term history of the JJIC reflects the extreme
importance of goodwill and trust.  The short term history of the JJIC includes a draft of
an opinion letter prepared by the Attorney General’s office that clearly speaks against this
sort of bill (e.g., use of the information for adult charging).   Although then Attorney
General Mark Bennett was not able to sign the opinion letter before he left office, it was
never repudiated.  In fact, the JJIC was under the impression that the signing was
forthcoming and imminent at that time.

2. The current statute and practices came about by hard work and collaboration among all
the JJIC members, past and present, based on respect, trust, and good faith.  This
goodwill has been sorely tested throughout the years but, like a family who knows they
need each other, the members keep collaborating as much as their professional roles
allow.   The Judiciary is concerned that this bill could damage this system.

  Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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February 2, 2015

To:  Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair
 And members of the Committee on Human Services

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO HB 165 RELATING TO
JUVENILE JUSTICE INFORMATION

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, opposes HB 165 Relating to Youth.

Youth in the juvenile justice system do not appear in criminal court; they
are served through Family Court.  The State of Hawaii made the decision
to seal juvenile records so that youthful indiscretions do not follow
someone for the rest of his/her life.  This was the correct choice and we
should continue to follow these guidelines.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark
Executive Director



The Catalyst Group

The Children’s Alliance of Hawaii

Waikiki Health Center

Women Helping Women

YWCA of Kauai

While much of the network is already in place, funding is needed to ensure 24-hour crisis
response capability, provide training of youth workers, and ensure coordination of services
among the various providers.

The 24-hour crisis response will follow the National Safe Place model, in which community
partners, such as fire stations and public bus systems are recruited as places where young people
can go in an emergency.  It may include local businesses and stores, enabling them to provide a
valuable community service to youth and their families. Staff in those companies are trained and
provided with a 24-hour number to call.  Workers from the 24-hour site assess the situation,
notify parents, and can arrange emergency shelter, make reports to Child Protective Service, or
provide other appropriate responses to the situation.

After the immediate crisis response, youth-serving agencies will help families resolve the issues
that led the youth to seek help from a Safe Place site.

The Safe Places for Youth Network will help youth and families resolve problems before they
get out of control.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 02, 2015 3:14 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: hokuokekai50@msn.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB165 on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM*

Categories: Yellow Category

HB165
Submitted on: 2/2/2015
Testimony for HUS on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mary Lacques Individual Oppose No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 02, 2015 4:45 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: theede@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB165 on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM*

Categories: Yellow Category

HB165
Submitted on: 2/2/2015
Testimony for HUS on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Teri Heede Individual Oppose No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 02, 2015 9:03 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: kalele33@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB165 on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM*

Categories: Yellow Category

HB165
Submitted on: 2/2/2015
Testimony for HUS on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Lisa Jaramillo Individual Oppose No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 03, 2015 1:21 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: mauicrowe@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB165 on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM

Categories: Yellow Category

HB165
Submitted on: 2/3/2015
Testimony for HUS on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
james crowe Individual Oppose No

Comments: Youth have privacy rights. Juveniles, because they are in their formative years have a
very strong ability to change their behavior and even life direction with even a little positive
reinforcement. Passing out listings of negative information is contrary to efforts toward positive
reinforcement. Most often they just need a hand-up rather than a put-down

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2015 9:24 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: blawaiianlvr@icloud.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB165 on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM

Categories: Yellow Category

HB165
Submitted on: 2/4/2015
Testimony for HUS on Feb 5, 2015 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
De MONT R. D. CONNER Ho'omana Pono, LLC. Oppose Yes

Comments: We are an Empowerment organization, that seeks to empower people. This bill is simply
a repeated attempt to allow law enforcement to have unfettered authority to punish our citizens for
their youthful indiscretions. It is a sad commentary upon those who claim to work for the protection of
the public, to be the very ones to target our children for future deprivations in employment. Our
juvenile justice system has made great strides in drastically reducing the population of juveniles
incarcerated for crimes/status offenses. The youth facility no longer poses as the preparation grounds
for a life of crime and prison confinement. This bill is a step backward and is counter-rehabilitative.
This bill needs to go the way of the dinosaurs. We strongly oppose this bill!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

kobayashi2
Late
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