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Chair Rhoads and members of the House Committee on Judiciary, thank
you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1654. The purpose
of this bill is to authorize the electronic transmission and return of absentee
ballots by voters, within five days of an election.

This bill addresses situations in which a voter has not received a ballot,
needs a replacement ballot, or otherwise is not able to return their ballot to
election officials by the close of polls. Under the current law, HRS § 15-5(d),
beginning with the fifth day prior to an election, the only voters that are covered in
such a situation are military and overseas voters, who are covered by the
protections of chapter 15D, HRS (i.e., the Uniform Military and Overseas Voters
Act). This bill allows all voters, such as voters who are on the mainland due to a
family emergency, or someone at college who has spoiled their ballot, to
electronically transmit and return a ballot within five days of an election.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1654.
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Chair Rhoads and Committee Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of House
Bill No. 1654. This Bill proposes to allow a permanent absentee voter to receive a ballot
at an alternate address within an election cycle. Additionally, this Bill would also allow
for the electronic transmission of absentee ballots for voters who have either not
received or require a replacement ballot within five (5) days of an election.

Currently, the statutes governing the Permanent Absentee Ballot (PAB) voting
process are silent regarding PAB voters who need to have ballots temporarily mailed to
an alternate address that is different from what is contained in the voter’s file. Although
County election officials have developed an administrative process to address this
situation, this Bill will clarify and codify the established practices.

The Bill also defines “electronic transmission” and authorizes blank (unvoted) or
voted ballots to be transmitted electronically to and from absentee mail voters who have
not received a ballot or need a replacement ballot within five (5) days of an election.
Allowing for the electronic transmission of ballots provides a practical and expeditious
means of casting a ballot and is consistent with our overall efforts to maximize voter
participation.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill
No. 1654.
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Chair Rhoads and Committee members:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1654. The
purpose of this bill is to allow the electronic transmission of absentee ballots within 5 days
of an election.

As the number of absentee mail voters continue to rise, so does the potential need
to replace a voter’s ballot for reasons of spoilage, postal non-delivery, etc. This bill would
authorize the electronic delivery of replacement ballots during the final week prior to the
election and allow the option to return a voted ballot electronically (e.g. as an email
attachment).

In 2014, the Office of the City Clerk’s Elections Division partnered with the Hawaii
Information Consortium to create a secure web-based ballot delivery system for use by
overseas voters in 2014 (see attached screenshots). The system was launched for the
first time in the last General Election in anticipation that the 2016 presidential election will
be accompanied by an increase in requests originating from military voters and
expatriates overseas that face unique challenges with postal delivery.

The City’s online delivery system notifies the voter by email when ballots are ready
for retrieval. The email contains a link to his or her personalized voting documents that
include:

e A personalized waiver of secrecy/affirmation statement;
e  The correct precinct ballot for that voter; and
e  Additional voting instructions as necessary.

The voter is responsible for printing the documents and either mailing or faxing the
completed documents to election officials by the close of polls on election day.

Allowing replacement ballots by electronic delivery to an additional category of
voter would require some programming modifications but is otherwise possible if this
legislation were to be enacted.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 1654.
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Online Absentee Ballots

Online Absentee Ballots
Office of the City Clerk, City & County of Honolulu

Welcome to Honolulu's online ballot website

This service is for Honolulu's military/overseas absentee voters who have requested an absentee ballot.

Enter your Application Number, District, and Precinct to download your Absentee Voter Ballot PDF*

Application # District Precinct

+ Submit

42 | 01

*The Absentee Voter Ballot PDF will contain the following:

- 1. Waiver (This must be signed and submitted with your ballot for the ballot te be counted.)
2. Ballot form
3. Envelope facsimile for mailing back your Waiver & Ballot

Questions?

Read the Freguently Asked Qu s and if your question is not there, email clerks@honolulu.gov or call (B0B) 768-3800 on weekdays between 7.45 AM-4:30 PM HST.
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Online Absentee Ballots

Online Absentee Ballots
Office of the City Clerk, City & County of Honolulu

Welcome to Honolulu's online ballot website

This service is for Honolulu's military/overseas absentee voters who have requested an absentee ballot.

*The Absentee Vorter Ballot PDF will contain the following:
You may download your Absentee Voter Ballot PDF* below £
1. Waiver (This must be signed and submitted with your ballot for the ballot

A to be counted.)

2. Ballot form
District. 42 ‘ 3. nvelope facsimile for mailing back your Waiver & Ballot

Precinct. 01 | Questions?

Read the y Al uestions and if your questien is not there, email

.‘.'. Download | derks@ o or call (808) 768-3800 on weekdays between 7:45 AM-4:30
PM HST.
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Chair Rhoads and members of the House Committee on Judiciary, thank
you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1654. The purpose
of this bill allows a voter to receive an absentee ballot by electronic transmission
and return of the absentee ballot within five days of an election.

This bill will allow ballots to be electronically transmitted to and returned by
voters within five days of an election. This will benefit not only the military and
overseas voters who are already able to do so, but regular voters who may be
away and spoiled their ballot or called away on a family emergency and are unable

to receive or return a ballot by mail by the close of polls on election day.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1654.
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REVISED TESTIMONY
Janet Mason, Legislative Co-Chair, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair San Buenaventura, and Committee Members:

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii supports HB1654 which clarifies modernizes or clarifies

many procedural questions related to absentee ballots.

The way Hawaii votes is changing, and absentee voting and permanent absentee voting have become
more popular in the past five years.

This bill addresses how we live now. For example, if someone is temporarily away from Hawaii for a
single election cycle, it should be possible to receive a ballot at a temporary address. The “one election
cycle” limit makes sense to us; otherwise doubts about the person’s permanent address for receiving
absentee ballots becomes unclear.

References to facsimile transmission of ballots for the more generic “electronic” transmission of ballots is
appropriate; as other forms of electronic transmission such as email are now widely available. In fact, if an
absentee ballot is lost or destroyed, electronic transmission is the only practical answer if the voter finds
himself or herself five days or less from the deadline to return a ballot (i.e. close of voting on election day).
Electronic transmission is a failsafe mechanism to guard against disenfranchising voters under such
circumstances.

We urge you to pass this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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