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 Testimony in OPPOSITION to  HB1634 

RELATING TO TAXATION 

REPRESENTATIVE ANGUS L.K. MCKELVEY, CHAIR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE 

Hearing Date: February 17, 2016 Room Number:  325 
 

Fiscal Implications:  None. 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health (DOH) opposes HB1634 which proposes to 

amend §245-3, HRS to reduce the excise tax rate on sales of large cigars from 50 percent of 

wholesale value to the lesser of:  a) $0.50 for each large cigar; or b) 50 percent of the wholesale 

price of each large cigar after July 1, 2016. 

There is neither public health nor fiscal justification for giving cigars of any size 

preferential tax treatment.  Cigar smoking is not a safe alternative to cigarette smoking.  The U.S. 

Surgeon General has declared that cigar smoke contains the same toxic substances as cigarette 

smoke, with varying concentrations of these ingredients found in different types and sizes of 

cigars.1  The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) states “all cigars are harmful and potentially 

addictive (including small cigars, cigarillos, large cigars, and premium cigars).  Cigar smoking is 

strongly related to certain cancers (including oral, esophageal, laryngeal, and lung cancers), heart 

disease, and premature death.  Cigar smoking can cause cancers of the mouth and throat, even 

for smokers who do not inhale.”2  A large cigar may contain as much tobacco as a whole pack of 

cigarettes.3 

                                                           
1 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Health Consequences of Smoking-50 Years of Progress. A Report of the 
Surgeon General. Atlanta GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 2014, p.428 
2 National Cancer Institute (NCI), Cigars: Health Effects and Trends, Smoking and Tobacco Control Monograph 9, 1998, 
http://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/tcrb/monographs/9/index.html 
3 Baker, F., S. Ainsworth, J.T. Dye, et al., “Health Risks Associated with Cigar Smoking,” Journal of the American Medical 
Association, 284(6):735-740, 2000. 
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  Low cigar prices also increase the number of youth who try cigars and become addicted, 

and reduce the number of adult smokers who quit. A study presented at the Society for Research 

on Nicotine and Tobacco provided preliminary confirmation that premium cigar use is 

increasingly being reported by young adults (18-29 years), and that such use is not restricted to 

older adults.4 

There are no safe tobacco products, and there is no safe level of exposure to tobacco 

smoke.  Smoking and tobacco use are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in 

Hawaii, claiming 1,200 lives each year, and exacting an excess of $526 million in annual 

medical costs directly attributable to smoking, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) 2014 report “Best Practices for Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs.” 

 Cigars have fewer federal regulations than cigarettes and other tobacco products.  This, as 

well as their lower taxes, is resulting in increased popularity.  While cigarette smoking is 

declining across the nation, total consumption of all cigars increased dramatically between 2000 

and 2014. Cigar consumption increased by 122% while cigarette consumption declined by 40%.2    

In Hawaii, current adult cigar use tripled from 3.2% in 2006 to 10.8% in 2010.   

 CDC research has shown that increasing the unit price of all tobacco products is an 

effective strategy for curbing adult and youth smoking.  Conversely, lowering the price of 

tobacco products may increase smoking rates and discourage individuals from quitting.  A cap 

on the state large cigar tax could also be considered favoring those smokers who buy and smoke 

expensive brands.  

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

Offered Amendments:  None. 

                                                           
4 Coleman B.N., C.G. Corey, C.D. Delnevo, et al. “Use of Flavored Cigars, Cigarillos, and Little Filtered Cigars: Findings from the 
2012-13 National Adult Tobacco Survey,” presented at the Conference for the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco 
(2014). 
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To:  The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair 

and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 
Date:  February 17, 2016 
Time:  2:00 P.M. 
Place:  Conference Room 325, State Capitol 
 
From:  Maria E. Zielinski, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 

Re:  H.B. 1634, Relating to Taxation. 
 
  The Department of Taxation (Department) provides the following comments on H.B. 1634 
for the Committee's consideration. 

H.B. 1634 amends the tax on large cigars by replacing the current rate of 50% of the 
wholesale price with a rate of the lesser of either 50 cents per cigar or 50% of the wholesale 
price. H.B. 1634 is effective for large cigars sold on or after July 1, 2016. 

 
The Department notes that it can implement this measure as currently drafted. The 

Department defers to the Department of Health with respect to the effect this measure would 
have on the health of the State of Hawaii. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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Testimony STRONGLY OPPOSING HB 1634, “Relating To Taxation”

The American Heart Association STRONGLY OPPOSES  HB 1634, “Relating to
Taxation.”

Cigar use is a significant public health concern. Cigars—just like cigarettes and other
tobacco products—are not safe. Cigar smoking exposes users to toxic chemicals;
causes cancer of the oral cavity, larynx, esophagus, and lung; and increases risk for
heart disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and aortic aneurysm. Exposure to
secondhand cigar smoke also places nonsmokers at risk.

While cigarette smoking has been gradually declining in the United States, cigar
smoking has recently increased dramatically. More importantly, cigar smoking is not
limited to adults; it is the second most common form of tobacco use among youth.
Among high school students, while cigarette smoking declined between 2005 and 2011,
cigar use did not change statistically. The most recent data available show that 13.1
percent of high school students currently smoke cigars (17.8% among boys; 8.0%
among girls). Cigars also appeal to youth because they, unlike cigarettes, can be
purchased individually.

Cigars are Under Taxed & Less Restricted. The federal government and almost all of
the states compound these problems by sharply under-taxing cigars compared to
cigarettes, often making smaller cigars a less-expensive alternative to cigarettes.
Moreover, many laws and restrictions pertaining to cigarettes – such as federal laws
banning flavored cigarettes, blocking illegal Internet sales and restricting cigarette
marketing – do not apply to cigars.

In addition, the most recent Youth Risk Behavior data for Hawaii shows that state tax
revenue for cigar sales, as well as for cigarette sales, actually rose for the first time in
recent years indicating a need to not only stay the course on these taxes, but to begin
considering actually raising them to serve as a dissuasion to youths considering
experimentation with these lethal products.

Because of these reasons, the AHA strongly opposes suggestions that cigar taxes be
capped or reduced. If anything, cigar taxes should be increased to create parity with
cigarette taxes in Hawaii.

The American Heart Association urges legislators to oppose HB 1634.

Respectfully submitted,

Donald B. Weisman
Hawaii Government Relations/Community Relations Director
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woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 10:39 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: wfujio@abcstores.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Wendy ABC Stores Support No

Comments: ABC Stores agrees with a tax cap of 50 cents for large Cigars, therefore, highly
recommends support of HB1634. Thank you very much for allowing us to submit testimony on this
bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



L E G I S L A T I V E    T A X    B I L L    S E R V I C E 

TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII 
126 Queen Street, Suite 304  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  Tel. 536-4587 

 
 

SUBJECT:  TOBACCO, Adjust tax rate on large cigars 

BILL NUMBER:  HB 1634 

INTRODUCED BY:  SOUKI, KAWAKAMI, MORIKAWA 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Reduces the tax on large cigars to the lesser of: (1) 50 cents per 

cigar; or (2) 50% of its wholesale price on and after July 1, 2016. 

BRIEF SUMMARY:  Amends HRS section 245-3 to provide that large cigars shall be taxed at 

the lesser of: (1) 50 cents per cigar; or (2) 50% of its wholesale price on and after July 1, 2016. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 1, 2016.  

STAFF COMMENTS:  Presently, the tobacco tax on large cigars is 50% of the wholesale price. 

This measure would reduce it to either 50 cents each, or 50% of the wholesale price, whichever 

is less, on and after July 1, 2016. 

The adoption of this measure would, in theory, lower the price of large cigars, but it is 

questionable why the legislature would want to single out costly large cigars for a tax break. 

In addition, because the tobacco tax now feeds several special funds, the recipients of largesse 

from those special funds, such as the University of Hawaii Cancer Center and the John A. Burns 

School of Medicine, would have a vested interest in any proposal to reduce this tax. 

 

Digested 2/12/2016 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 11:25 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: b.leong@thehavanaclub.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/14/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Bernard Leong Havana Club Honolulu Support No

Comments: I am writing to support a tax cap on large cigars. I have been in business since 2002 and
as a small business a tax cap would promote more local business. The current tax structure on large
cigars does not promote local sales. This tax cap would help local, small businesses. Thank you for
your consideration.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



To:   The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
  and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Date:   Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Time:   2:00 p.m.
Place:   Conference Room 325, State Capitol

From:   Les Drent
  for the Hawaii Cigar Association
   
  Re: HB1634, Relating to Taxation

Dear Representative McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & 
Commerce,

The Hawaii Cigar Association (HCA) supports the findings of the Legislature, and we also support 
HB1634. 

The HCA contends that large cigars are rarely--if ever--possessed or consumed by minors and there-
fore pose negligible risk to them. Children are not attracted to cigars, and their cost--between $5 and 
$30 apiece on average--prices them beyond the reach of most minors. 

The HCA is committed to protecting the freedom of legal-age adults to enjoy cigars. Pursuant to that 
aim, HCA is also committed to revising the burdensome Hawaii tax code, which disadvantages local 
cigar retailers, and the Kauai grown cigar industry by requiring it to pay far more than its fair share 
in taxes for their artisanal products.  The current wholesale tax of 50% also incentivizes consumers to 
buy cheaper cigars from unlicensed sources outside the state.  

The HCA stands united with the Legislature and with Tobacco-Free in ensuring that Hawai‘i’s youth 
be discouraged from using tobacco of any kind, including cigars.  

On behalf of all those who enjoy cigars, we thank you for your consideration on this very important 
tax bill.  This law would bring parity to the tax code, support local businesses, and farms, and keep 
Hawaii’s tax dollars at home.

Sincerely,

Les Drent
for the Hawaii Cigar Association

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org
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CAP THE CIGAR TAX! 
Create Fairness and Equal Opportunity for Hawaii Businesses

hawaiicigarassociation.org

Tax Caps in other US States with high % Cigar Taxes

Arkansas
(68%mfr. price, 50¢ cap)

Connecticut 
(50% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

Florida
(no tax on cigars)

Iowa 
 (50% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

Michigan
(32% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

New Hampshire
(No tax on premium cigars)

Oregon
(65% wholesale price, 50¢ cap)

Pennsylvania
(no tax on cigars)

Rhode Island
(80% wholesale price, 50¢ cap)

Wisconsin
(71% mfr. price, 50¢ cap)

Washington
(95% taxable sales price, 75¢ cap)

US Government 
(52.75% mfr. price 40.26¢ cap)
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To:   The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
  and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Date:   Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Time:   2:00 p.m.
Place:   Conference Room 325, State Capitol

From:   Les Drent
  for the Kauai Cigar Company
   
  Re: HB1634, Relating to Taxation

Dear Representative McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & 
Commerce,

The Kauai Cigar Company, its employees, and industry partners stand in strong SUPPORT of 
HB1634.  

This bill, if passed, would bring parity to the Hawaii tax code, and our Kauai grown cigars would fi-
nally be treated fairly under the law.  For years, our company has been paying much more than its fair 
share of taxes as a result of an extremely high cost of production here in the Islands.  Because the tax 
rate is percentage based, our competitors are selling the same size cigars, but are able to charge less 
tax as a result of a much lower cost of goods.  Furthermore, many of our competitors’ cigars are made 
entirely by machine and sell at very low price points, thus driving the tax liability to a mere fraction 
of what Kauai Cigar Company must pay every month on its M19 returns.

Also impacting our farming business negatively is the loss of sales as a result of many Hawaii con-
sumers purchasing lower priced mail order premium cigars from outside of Hawaii.  We strongly 
believe that few, if any, of these consumers file usage tax returns on their out of State purchases.  We 
lose, the Department of Revenue loses, and ultimately the people of Hawaii lose with the loss of tax 
collection.

Even under this unfair tax structure, no farm laborer is paid less than fifteen dollars per hour, and full 
time employees receive the benefit of full health care insurance, paid in full by the company.  Ev-
ery employee is covered by Worker’s compensation insurance, and Temporary Disability Insurance.  
When you add all this together and tax the final product at 50% what you have are cigars that are 
priced between ten to twenty dollars by the time they hit store shelves.  And at these prices, we would 
venture to guess that these cigars never reach the hands of a youth consumer!

For all these reasons listed, all of us at Kauai Cigar Company applaud each and every Hawaii Legisla-
tor that recognizes our hard work, and our right to be treated fairly under Hawaii tax code.

Sincerely,

Les Drent
Farmer/President

Kauai Cigar Company
6200 Kawaihau Road, Unit B, Kapaa, HI  96746  USA

Ph:  808-822-4495  Fax:  808-822-9731
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Sinccrcly_

‘  4.
5;it11:r|1|irci:._ _ -' . 7-H Tilrirc: J-F ‘ E‘ _' l'i"3'

_¢-
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i
HIE: Petiticiii to E-iTRI']I?"i't2I .1’ Hl.|l‘l"t]IRT an ciicise tas eap_ti_I'_$Il.5Ii on large cigars.

J aoi wriling to you today as a consumer of pi'ei'oii.i:in cigars and to urge you to I.-i'I‘lt.lI_III"{I[iI_.‘i*'
HITFPDRT and yolc .-‘i.‘i"'li'. on Senate Hill 1135 [Ell 2135} writicn only as :in eseise tas cap on
lilfflli‘ HF |'ll'IL"|l'lIl|ll'l FIL-i]l"£i.

its a premium cigar eoiisumer anrl enthusiast SB M35 will piriteet my passion for premium
cigars iuitl will no longer ileny preiriiiilri cigars parity and fairness under the tas code.

Furlhenriore. SB 2135 will also lienelit retailers. eonsemers, a1ti.l in liim the stale lriy erieoiiraging
in-state piireliases lZ'I'l..'|"tT'Ifl1C'l"li1.|.TI'I i.:igi.irs. Tlii: li seti [as rate will adliiw ]‘I'TI;'lTll|.I.'I'I'l cigar ri:I.=1ili:rs Lii
lierticr price their products and compete in the marl-tct for rctaii sales ef prcmii.im cigars and
ulliitiiilely generate ]'l'l.'li"llll"i-‘L1 griiwlli oil iii-slate jo|'i-s aiiii iiis re'~seriiii.:.

In ailtlilion, l'iH- Z I35 is purely -il ]‘it'i1fi-iiseil l.'=lI'iL l'i-ill; tliereliire any lie-slittioiiy not ilireetly relateil to
tasation should he dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also. I urge yeti to l‘I?. li‘ii'I:'h' '1' these hills froth heiog “gutted and replaced“ with other language
tiii|'i.:luleil |i.1 l]I'l eseise |ii.1-; Ii.Ii||_ll iili l:i|'gt: iii‘ |_'ll'1.'l'llll.ll'll »i‘igi||'s; i1 ls ull ultelllieill l.5ll'|..lLll'I'l-"r'1.iI'lll1l'|'l i1|ii.l
niiuiipulatirin oF the proper process tor ptililie intioli-'e1rie|1t.

In closing l rcspectfiilly ask that you S'l'ltDl"~l-G LY SIJPPUHT Hawai‘i premium cigar
i;:-iipstili'ii.'-i's. Feltiilers, ili.-iiriliiitiin-i, anil nia|iii|li1i.'ti.|i'i.:rs J2|I1i_l vote .-’\ "FF. iiii Hi.-iui le Hill I l 35 written

only as an cseise Ias cap on large or premium eieiirs.

Tliaiil-L you for your time and attentieii on this lEl..'II.iilIlI2.‘r]1 mailer.

Siiiecrcly.- ii‘i,- I-‘l

I i'illlll'l
if ‘fl ll I _ "'3' _.-1

Eigtiatiitez 3’ l -' ‘Hi lli I-l.'_Llll_ _ Iii:-iie: fl 1??“ if -!':"l ll-‘
III, | ii I ll H _| 1- -H

l:'Fl!|||-rt] l"\-lill.'llIl."i'lI ._____i '.__J [lily L ll.i-ll"-_i -I El-' it-'l"'| '_'_']

I_l1'i1iiiilflt-iidriieis: all ll__ll|_|Ilg--Ilillillil-ii'Fllll;-;i_:-_'|"::1i'ir'l'|_j':-l ll.-1.1 kt-.g yl tier-‘P
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai pgI“\
XI

H11}: Petition to H'l'l{Ul"~l'l;L'k' EU PPDRT an escisc ta: cap of $»l'I'.5I|II on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as a consumer ol'pri.'tniuiri oigiirs iiriil 1o urge yriu lo 2~]'|‘I{tlI"~|t;l."i"
HIJPPURT aiiii vole i-1i"i=’l€ no l'it,'naIi: Hill 1135 it-I-B I E35: wi'ittcn only as an c_s_cisc_t:i_s_ cap on
ltI[gL‘ or premnini eigiirs.

As a preniiiiin cigar eonsuincr and enthiisiasl SB 2135 will protect iri y |-iassion liir |-iroroiuni
cigars and will no Iiiogcr ileoy premium cigars parity and i°aii'ncss under the tas code.

Fu1'ilii_-rriioic, Fill I I35 will also Ii-enclit retailers, eoiisuiiicis, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The iised tas rate will allow prcrriium i..-igar 1-elailer:-i to
|;i-i,:I_|_i;|' p]'1i,;i,; 1]1i,;i1' ];i1'i_ii;ii_|i;;|,-,5 anti t,}I_!i|T||'III;.'|-I;.‘-1_l'l llil? Tl'Ii;1l'lLiEl li‘1i' retail sales tTFi1l'Eil1lUlTl cigars Ei.I'tiZl

uliiiiialcly geiieinie |'I\t'l5ilTl'i"Il‘ grriwlli otiin-state johs and tas reyeitue.

In adilitioii, hi-B I135 is purely a proposed tas hill; tlierclore any testii-riooy not ilii-octly rclatozl to
tasalion should he ilisrriisseii as imrelaterl testimony.

Mari. I urge you to T’Ftl'i.‘I.-'l'i.T-lT il'ie-e: hills li'ti1|1 hciiig“gut|eilruii£ replaced” with other laiigtiagc
Lltirelalie-i_l to an i_~i.;e_i_;t5_1_j_a_:g:_3,_';i|i on lzirilc iir preittiiini il is aii i:iiie|l:ili..‘til ei1'i_'utii'i-'eiiIii;iii aliil
ntaniptilatioit olthe proper process liir puliiie inenlycmeiit-

In e|cisi1'|g_ I rcspoeltiilly asli; tliiil you l~iT|1Ul"ii'l'l[i"t' 1"illI"|'U lI'l' l'lt'iwt'ii‘i pI'iI!'i‘ilI..1l'lt cigar
coiisuincrs, i-eiaiici-s, ilisti-ilnitors. and iniiiiufaciurcrs an-.l 1.-olc .-\"i’l7i on F-ieniitc Hill I l 35 writieii
only as an cseise lair cap on lt|l'gi_til|'1lI|'t.!llflI;ll'l1 I.?l[__,'I1I'li.

Tl‘iatili you For your time :-nut attention on this tasatien niattcr.

F-liiiecrcly.

Fli_|I;i‘it!itLi1't‘.: f?7l mi little‘

sitar arprrarififi
rtioaisiiiis-rs. li"'I.1I-2'-:=l"|ilLli1§i'/ii] ti-'i:’I'5"lrirfii
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Cigar Rights of Ameryiea, lil_awai‘i
RE: Petition ti_| STRIl:II"ilGI_.\" SIIPPCIRT an eireisi: lair cap til §'ll.5rll utt [urge cigars.

I am wrilirig I,i_i yi_ii,| lorlay as ii i.'ti-Ii:-iti11‘ii:r tii'pri:|tiii.||t| cigars iliiti |t‘i 'i..ii'gie you to S-'|'[-il'.'l ]'l"il UL "t"
t-illl"l‘1t}i RT aorl rote .-1t"ii’:III on _t~ie:i|ate Bill I I35 {HE 1135} written only as an cst=ist* tas cap on
l:ii'gt: tit‘ [ire-iriliiiti cigars.

As a pneinium cigar eortstinicr ant] enthusiast SI! III-I5 will proleet ttty passion [iir preroiuoi
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigats parity and fairness under the tas co-de.

Iii.irtlici1noi'e, til-I 2 I35 will also it-eiietit retailers, eonsumcts, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases ofpreniiumei Tito tisetl tits rate will aliow prerriiurn cigar rel:-iilers lti
1-ieiler pri ee their prorluets ant! compete in the ntarlrct For retail sales ot" premium cigars and
tiltiinately generate positii.-'c growth of in-state jolts and las rct-'enoc-

l_i'| addition. SB Z13-5 is ptirely a pi-opi_isorl tas hill; Iliereliiro any Icstirniitiy niil tlireelly relalistl lo
laitziliriti sliiiiilti he tlisrtiissetl as unrelated tcstiinony.

.-ttlso. I ur_i.',c you to Pit F.‘-.-'Til~l'i‘ these hills |"root hcitig “gutted and replaced“ witlt other language
titiieliiletl to -1111 eseise t:is i.'.'||'i- oirlarge tir_p_r;i.jfiiii.||ii eigti|'s; it is mi iti1ii_'|l1li.:-al ei|'i_' Llt'II".-'l.Zl'|llHI€'| iiiitl
manipulation o|'1lie |'I'I'tIl|'H;'J' process Ihr poiilie iitrolyeitient-

In closing, ire.-ipeeiiiilly aslr ll1i'l.| you t-i'I‘RIl.'lI'~I-I.iL"t‘ til.lI“I"il.'Ilt.'l' Hawai‘i preniitmt cigar
cotistioicrs. retailers. t'listrilnitoi's. antl in:tiitil'acii:rcrs antl yolc .-‘t"t'F'. on lieniile Hill I I 35 written
only as an eseise ins cap on large or prcntiunt cigars.

Thaolt you For your time aitd attention on this tasatiort matter.

i'iiiir;i.:i'ely,

. -r '"1'=—- '-- -i .»-:-. r- ».».r s"
Fti£t1ar.i.u'e: _» $3 ‘ll--‘it,-- ' _ T1'a1o;.. ‘L ' l_ _ 1*" -'

. . I‘! "Ir Hr _|" 1.1 - ll ll ,
l'i'i1il=.'».l N:|Iiie= » -"' -'_.- ' H i‘ if rI_l if i'.'_--__. .. .. -i-._

-. 1 .-' -' _.'
I-Yniail Address; r -'_iL--. fr’ } "i"' r/i‘ r.‘-"r -‘il., - |.- 5 .-rl *=__\

,|"'.i|;\t_:-:_'ii,lt_:t :2 Ff": "ll-



F

__.-HF’ _ 53"-"‘ -:i-'r.‘I-...
5'.‘ . 1"‘. . '1 _.- - ‘I. tn sit ‘ism “:-
\ ll"ii'il||I Li".-F -jfl _- ll“...-i

.__ _, g‘;-_- - ._ __ i:_.r...'.-.is-.. gitr _ __, _
'-.-.'u--'-i- ::::: "F .i| "- "' E". - ‘P-5-» til gr.-

'-- . if"

Cigar Rights of_A_meriea,}Iawai I“\-
ji-

lt E-: Petition to 5'l'Itt_lII'~i'II'.iI_.-‘It’ tiUl’l’Ul't.'l' an excise ta: cap of $41.5!) on la rgc cigars.

I am writing to yeti today as a consumer oi'p1'i:mitim cigars and to urge you to STl1t'l]"tlt'2| ."r'
I-l[iI"l"t'l-Iil.T iiiitl vote .-‘ti "FF. tiii Senate llill I I 35 it-illt I I35} written only as an _il'_l';1_I._.‘-’l_!'-i_ItI"_i_t_'I?i}__tiT£t]:lJ'I;|]
i:ii'i;i.' or pretitititri eit-ars.

As a pretnitun cigar eottstittter and etttitti siast SB I135 will protect my passion tor premium
cigars utttl will Tl-t‘i lritiger tletiy preitiinrtt cigars parity aiiti iiliritia-ts nittler the [tits code.

I-‘u rthc-1'iiioie. SH I I35 will also Ii-enctit retailers. coiisuincrs. anti in turn Llic state liy encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. 't'he ftsed tas. rate wiil allow prcntitintt cigar retailers to
hettttr price their produc-ts arid compete in the Ttlllrl-t et tor retail sales o|'|-ireroiuro cigars and
iiliioiately generate positive gro-.1.-tlttitiiit-slatcjolts aort tas iteycnue.

to addition, SH I[35 is porelya proposed tas liill;tl1crcfore any testimony not directly related to
tasation shotilil he dismissed as unrelated testirooriy.

.-itlso. l urge you to PR E"i.t' El'~lT these hills l'ro|ri it-eing “gettotl and rc|-ilaceri“ wiili other Iaiigeage
ttttrelaletl tit tilt i.!_*ti.‘i*~ii.f l_,t}_t__i;_r_tpJjnii_t;g-._"_£|' |i|'i.'i1:iitiitt eiaprs; it is an t||'|etl'iii.';ll e-iretiiti eentittii tttitl
ntiuiipulation ol' the proper process lot puhlie iii‘-'til1i'erIteril.

in closing, I respectfully asit that you STRUNGIJ’ t-illPPt'lIRT l lac.-ai‘i prentitttn cigar
It!-i!Il1.*iI.ll'llI.,.t|‘:~2._ retailers, i;iisIi'ili-utors. :titi.l iiita|tulhettit'i2t's ttttid etitt: rlt"lt'l"I on F-ieliate Hill 1l."l-F wiiltett
only as arr §I.i'Lt.':l__"‘--l,f_lE|?'l cap on large or |ii'i:itiiuiii cigars.

Thank yt_iti liir your time rinil atterilirtri no this tasatioo matter.

Sinecitely.

/A _ _

FliRii:tturc- K Llate: l;'7'-E- i‘-" 3':-"I 1-bi lh"

|'iiiit-:tl N;iiIit' 5?--ii" in I--'. lT.“~-.'-- -— - F“: -.»*'=-.5‘ ‘t_

T-Irnoil ."'ttl-:‘ii’ies:-1! ,e.i,=.. -.1 [-‘-r_=|-'--=-Er--ti“-t1't=-'-‘t E "ii-*"*“t '— “- '-" "“'

i-Sipooeie: "5*c5.Ei.1'-L



1-IF‘

__..-»~.P'-" R‘
_s -- E _ - :1

i" " 1. 5;-lg 'i%;""-‘"-i‘r...r.---=
1' Hi"_l'.'|n H lbw“-I

-‘:_:_!;|:|-;lI -F‘: "i||"_,|;u:_H;:.I:;-.._ I H -litsr.-iii.-.-.-.. ._E_:__g . . -
.:,r

Cigar Rights of America, Hawaiti
RE: Petition to HTRUNEI .'|" l1iI.lPF'i]RT an egiteisr lax nap of $i]-5[l on larg-r -riga rs,

] arri "writing Ito you ltttl:-ty as a r:-ttnsumier iil'|'n'ei1iit|rn cigars and tii_i urge yeitt to ETRDNGLY
SUPPORT and eotc r‘i."|"E on Senate Hill 2135 {SH 1135] wrirten only as ait eseise tas cap-_ng
lagge iir Eiteitiiuiti eigrtrs.

its a premium cigar consumer aitd enthusiast 5-E 1135 will protect my passion tor premium
cigars and will no longer deny prcntium cigars parity and fairness under the tas code.

iitirtlteritiore. till-I135 will also henelil retailers. consumers, and in tttrii tlic state hy encouraging
in-state purchases of prentiunt cigars. 't'he tiseri tas rate will allow prerriiont cigar retailers to
l:i-ettcr price their products ruid compete in the ntarltet for retail sales of premiutn cigars aitd
uttintately generate positive growth otiin-statejohs and tas reyeotic.

ln addition. tilt II3-5 is pttrely a proposed tas hill; tliereliorc any testioioiiy not tlireetly relatcrl to
tasation should he tlismisscrl as unrelated testimony.

.-ttlso. I urge you to PRE"i-'IT.I*~1 I these hills from lacing “gtitteil and replaced“ with other language
unrelated to an g_tggi_.s;e__tp_§.'__t?‘_§'l1i_t:J_!l_lLi:l__I;t_.t@_-[1L|;I_l:t§'_I£|:I_i_tl~[l_'t_-If.;i_E51l_:_!"ifl. it is an unethical eiretioo.-eotioii soil
n'iani|'i-tilntittn i.1[' the pro-|-ier pro-eess liir piihlie inyoit-'ettient;.

la closing. l respeetltilly aslt that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai‘i premium cigar
erinsiinrer:-:, retailers. dislrihutrirs. tiittil lnfltiulitttilurers anti t'r‘it¢ i\'r"|'i on ."iettul-I: Hill I I35 written

only as an eseise ins eap on large or premitiot cigars.

Thanlt you lor your time and attention on this tttsalion matter.

I-iioecrely. ,.- - -

r_ r ill

fiigrtarrire: -Pg _:g‘-—I‘:€/4gilt-'_,.‘_ |__ Hate: 5%? '1'i"?l_li-7'

Printed l'-lame: :5 -“F l ]f_-=.lr1[l yI'l']_

email Ftddri:-ss tt‘t=1~ll'ti re it is ls or-"i,\ 'i"_' li"! it '-ttf-t ti -1' "- t."-t»1~=r"~.
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iCigar Rights of America. Hawai

til-it Petition to F:-'Tl'ti‘-II']"'t'lIiL‘.t' SltPPtItltT ten -.-rteisstfll.se_|1_i.ili_f‘itl-5t'I.i.in large rigs rs

] am tyrilirtg 1Lt you today as a t_'-t_ll'|!';iI,.|.E!'|-I;‘T t1l' prerriititn i;ig_:.i.rs and tti urge yiiu l.t'I' l'iTHl'li"'llT]l ."|"
t-.1l_ll’l’t”.'tIt'l‘ tutd yete .t'i."it’E on Senate Bill I135 {SH 1-1353 written only as tin ci-_;e-isc_tas_c;_ip ea
li'lI'E"I." lI'I-l' [l|'l-.l'l1'lIlIIlllI1 t'_'I1"ilI'H.

.-"ts a premium cigar eonstnner and erttlttisiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for prcmitnn
cigars anti will no longer ticny prcmittm cigars parity and 1'-airncss tintier the tas eotic.

l*'tirthennoo.'. SH 1135 will also heneiit retailt'rs. eortstimers. anti in ttirn the sttttc hy cncotirttging
iii-slate ptirchrises t1l'|‘i-retitit.tt‘it cigars. 'l'lte iised tas rate will allow prerrtiutti cigar retailers to
hcttcr price their prod nets arid compete in the marltet for retail sales of premitin:t cigars and
ttltintately generate positive growdt of in-statcjohs and tas rcycnttc.

to addition. tilt 2135 is purely a proposed tas hill; therefore any testiinoity not directly teiatcd to
lasalion shoiiltl he tlistrtissetl as unrelated teslittitfirty.

.-ttiso. I tirgc you lti PRl'iir' FIT"-]'I' [incite hills I'rt'in1 heiitg “gutted and replaced“ with tither language
unrelated to an _jtas_e:_ip_ta't_I;_ii;gg_oi;_pr_ep1t_i_tiin_eigsirs;it is an tincthieal circtintt'ention and
inaniptilatiori ut't!ic proper process Forpuhlie iirrolt-'eoteitt.

In closing. 1 rcspcettiiily tislt that you S'I‘Rt_lt]'*iti I .'r' t~illI‘I’t..'t l~t'I‘ I Iawai‘i preiniuin cigar
eonsurners, retailers. distrihtttors. and ntanuI'aettu'ers and yetc .-tt"|’E on Senate Hill 1135 writtett
oitly as an cscise tas cap no large or_pi1eniitint_e|g:irs.

Thank you for yottr titnc rutd attention on this tasatioit matter.

Sincerely-. II

fiigoattirel Lltatc: g

Elriitted hlaittez "fir-=':—I:ll_'-i.l "-1; _

lintail iltd-ilress: li.Ilt..=-St Ii: ll-i""'|u-ill \

?.i|1-t,:t_i-tle; I-E-ii
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I“- I-Cigar Rights nf America, Hawai
RE: Ptrtitiull tu STR.'DI'*TGl."|’ -‘SUPPORT an ::;u-isr ta: rap 1.:-l'$'!'I.5l] an Ia rge rigars.

I am writing tu 3.-'t:ru tutlay as a t:u1tsumr.:1' ul'p1'1.:miu:m cigars s.1:|tl ta urgt: jrcal tn STRONGLY
Hll |'I"[ IHT and 1.-':‘|-T,¢ .'\'i"]'l1‘J|1 H11‘-|1:I|1£* Hill Z I15 {H-H lllfi] wr]T.1|;*r| urlly 1|:-: iut 1::~t|,;i_;-it: [mt Imp |_1r|
]::rg_1: ur |f|-I‘1.'1ttit:|‘|‘| ~::ig_:1rs-

As at |;m:miL|rn cigar u-unsumur aml cnthusiast S-H 1l35 will prut-|:1;1 my passing 1111' premium
cigars an-cl will nn lnltgar de|1"_l,' pranttium cigars parity and t"air|1ess under 1h: tas tsuqlc,

l"u|t|1+:r|t1-.1|'u. till» 1135 will ztlsn I1-|:|1~:fit r-.=lai!|:rs_ 1:u|1s|.1:|1-.-rs, and in Lurrt H11: stat: I13‘ 1:|11:m|r:|gir1g
in-stall: ]1im:l'|ast::-: t1-!'|'|-r|:n1i|m1 r_'i:|_5ars_ Tltt: liacd E;-la Tall: will tlllttw p1':,:111i|_|;|'|1 +;:[ga1' n:tail|:|'5 [1:-
lJ-cttcr pticl: tltcir prudttcts and c+:|11pctc_ in tltc market far retail sales nf |'|-ramium cigars and
l.1|[i1T‘|E1T.fi.'|':|-' gentemla pnsitlve grn-wtll nfirt-stats-jnhs an-:1 Lax rr;-w;:m+:.

||‘| ;1.t|t|il.l|.'|t1_ HH EH5 is |1|t.l|'1.'|-1|-' 11 |11'tt-|'|tt-:~>Ltt[ls:t-: hill; II1-arulinru any lL'!5|l.i'll£_H‘|:|-' nuI,:,li1't:1;1I}' rI:|;lIt:tl Lu
tasatiun shut|1d 1:“: dismissed as t|nn::1at+.:d l¢:stin1u1:|3'.

.-“kiss, J urga ynu tn l'l'tE-I‘|.-"I-Ll*~l'l' these hills t‘mn1 he-irtg “gutted and n.=:|-rlatlatl“ wilh t11l:|::r |angua_1g.+:
u|1|'1:|at|:-ti In an 3.112;;§;Ii‘:€5L:‘__|:;§_§'-t__1Z‘§j_[‘r___1._25ljt__|5_!!IfQ+;‘_{1QTI'l:|Z‘__l1'ti_tlt'[|_|,;l§!I‘_§L it is an u|1t:1l:ica| |.'i|'12l|I'|'l".-'|.:|11:int5|a|'|-|l
t||;11|i;'ru|;|l.iL11| L1['ll|1: |_1r|:r[1::|" [flrtruuris liar [!||||‘.I|i£ i|Wt||"-'|:|ttn;~||l.

In clr:-sing, I IEHFIEII-T.'FLl][}' asl: that 1.-wnu S'l'HfiNl.’2L\*' SLll’I’It'JI l{'l' llawai‘i premium cigar
ransttntcrs, retailers. tlislt'lht|lurs_ :|n-|.I n1t|nt|l11t:1L|r::rs:|ntl 1-'11-tt: .'lL‘|’F. un Runzntu I':lill 1135 w1'[lt::n
u||ij,' as an assist; la;-1 1.:;|_|1 an lar|g,|.* ctr |1r=:|1|ium t;iJ.1t1r.s.

Thanlt ynu for jmur titru: and attcntiun an this ttutatimt matter.

Hiraccnaly,

Sigltuturc: tats; Z-5.1‘ if/é

mi. rl Manta: f JI5_1»D<A[Q§1=-"l
.:|1ls||j._ =:=..-;1_ :;.;|¢.1U" »-_=='___ I312;-ttf;_

sip¢ud»== 55 1'! 1
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Cigar Rights ef America, HawW ii

I"I
-I

lilllj: Pelilillal ln I’-iTFH'.ll"~|fill" HIIPFHRT an {';|;{'i5£* lint cap 1::-llliilrffll ml large c_ig:-irs-

1 ant writing te yen terla§,- as a eensumer el'|:+rerr|iu|r| cigars anel te urge yeu Le t*i'l"i~l'.IT'|I]"~l'[}L"r'
HITFPORT and 1.-'ete AYE en Senate Bill 213-5 {E-iii llf-iii written enly as :1|1 g;-reise tree eeg e_n
irlgge er El‘¢,I11lllll1‘| eir-:|rs_

As a prentiunt cigar eensumer and erllhusiasl SB 2135 will preteet my passien fer premium
eigars and will ne lenger elenjr premium c-Egan; parity an-ii Eiimcss 1|I1|;l-:31‘ 11-re r.:3_'r ee|ele_

|"l1l'l|1erm=11'e. SH 1'-I35 will alse benefit retailers. eensu|11e|'s. alltrl i|| turn the slate by cae etrraging
in-slate 1::-urehases ef premium cigars. The liseri tas rate r-.-'il1a]_|e|w premiurn cigar 1'-B1;1[]-|:r_e Iq-
itetter price their pretiucts and eernpete in the market fer retail e|' premium cigars and
tiltimately generate pesititre grewtii et" in-stale jehs anti tas 1'i.2‘fl.‘1'il.JI;.t-

|IH1di.iili1=-H. .‘-ili1[35 is fl'I.Il‘I-.!l}"il1I!'l"Z_1]I-tL"ti'.‘ILi tas bill; tlierefere any testimeng».- tlul ilireellj.-' rclalcri te
la:eal_ie11 sheulri he elistnisserl as unrelaterl testime|1;p.

=“'-it-H3-. l urge yea tn Flt l~L‘-.*l~LN'|' these hills t‘re|n being “gelled and replaced“ with ether language
1|n|-|_-l;iier!1e;|n 1;:-reigqe |:1:e__e_a1i_g;}_ii_l;rr'ge_r1i;_[g;e;1}_i_L!!g_e_ig_5g§; il is mi uiielliieal L!lI'I..‘l;J|T‘|‘|-'1.']l.lilL'Il'l :||t|;|
iiiaiiipulati-mi riftlte |1|'e|1-er pieeess liar nuhlie irieel-.:e1ri|::11-

Ia clesing. I res|:|eetfull}_r asl: that yea S'l'lI.l.'IIl'~l-[iL"r' t~i[JP|"I[JltT Haw:-1i‘i 5|:|-1-ernitint cigar
eeltstimers. retailers; tlislrihuler:-:. anrl rnanulaeturcrs a|1el were .-‘L‘1’E ea Senate Hill 1'.l35 wrilleri
'iIH'||}' as an excise tas e;|]1| mi large e|'_|]_rc_1nim1| eiga|'s.

Thank yea fer year time anel attentien mt this tzeratien matter.

Since rely,

_--r

Sig|1.al1u.re: , _ __i i.1a.1e!; El ‘FF | iiie

F':'i|!|lI|1'-|‘| l"-]f!||||||:: _;l_-1-..hg,.-..-.1.-a ?_'i._ ._"|"i.|_|_'.:.fl

Email -"'.|:l-:lr|:=.i=: -‘,1,-.u.|.;,;.§__1_.-k..n. |..._.._,.|‘J_,m--.1’.-i‘ .1ei""'-

?ii|1||:|_1|_lr-:: E:;_ié_l_["1
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Qigar Rights ef America, Haw-
I-tlllr I'et'iti-an ile t\i'I'It'.I_Il"~lUL Y SLII-"1-"t]'Il~I.'1' an excise tas cap tlf E-i'lIl.5'El en In rge cigars.

I ant writing te yeti. tedajr as a eertsumer efprcrnitlm cigars ant! te urge 1,-en le STRKIHGI -'5’
SITPHJRT and ~.-ete AT It en t-tenure I.iiIl 213-5 {SB 11351 written enly as an ezteise tas cg en
Irtrge er premium cigars-

As e premium cigar eenstrmer and enthusiast S-H 1135 will pneteet my passieu fer premium
cigars err-|_t will |-re lenger tlert].-' premium eigars parity and faimess under the tas cede.

I-'urtlter||ture. till I I35 will alse it-e||clit retailers. eensulners. altd in ttt|'n the state hr etteeuraging
in-state pureli-,ases ei'1::-reu:|.ium cigars. The Iizted tas rate will allew premium cigar retailt:rs te
better price their |‘1fII1~I.l5I.ll2lH and eempete in the marltet fer retail sales ef premium cigars and
ultimately generate pesitive grewth el'iu-statejehs and tas revenue.

ltt atlditien. SB I135 is ptttttly rt prep-tisetl 1:|s hill; tlterelirre art],-' testttlttrrty nu-I t|ire.e|l}- :|t:l:t1e~tl In
matien sheuld he dismissed as unrelated testimertj.-'.

Alse. I urge jreu te l*l+‘.I-L‘-.-'li.I*~l'l' these hills frem being “gutted and replaced“ with ether laegutige
unrelated tu :m j."_I'§l_lI‘_l_!'i_I.'_|l1."-I_lL'l1]‘I en large er premium eig;1_r~5; it is an mtetltietti eireuitweittiett alul
rrianipulatirm at" the prep-er preeess fer puhlie itwelventent.

lit elesing. I resp-ect1iill_-r aslt that 3,-eu 5-'l‘I-itt’}l"-it‘; l.“t’ SIIPPORT Hawai‘i premium cigar
ettn suniers. retailers. distrihuters_ and manufacturers and trete r"t"r'E en Senate Hill 2135 written
truly as an escise tas cap en large er preiniutn cigars-

Thartlt 1,-'e-u ter _-,-ear time and artentien en this tattatien matter.

Fiineereljr.

-P
Signarttrei ii; - jr Uete: Ft’ 5- 5 --Pl":-5'-ii:

Prime-tl l'-lame: I-Til" "'*" " 1 _€__-E21"-1' f- i':"‘m H._:l-L

I-Imatl Address: 3="~‘1gl= r-'- i_ii_'3-'7" it-ll eh‘ F ='-'1

Ffipeede:
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Cigar Rights ef America, Haw‘E. .1
ll.l'I: Pctitien te =5-i'l'I~l.t }t"~lt}l.‘t’ 51} I-‘I’t.]'lt'l' an excise tart cap ef I'lttI.5tI en large cigars.

I atn writing In yeu te-day as a eensumer ef prerniurn cigars and te urge yeu te STRONGLY
5lllPPCtRT and rate rt. "i"F. tut fien ale Hill 2135 {fill 2135} written unly as an cscisc tas eap rm
large er |a'e|n|t|rn etgars.

.-"is a premium eiga|' eeusumer and entltusia.st tit! H35 will preteet my passien fer premium
cigars :u'itl will he lengcr tlcrty p-rcmiu:m cigars parity art-tl fairness uetlcr the tas ca-tle-

Fttrllaenrtttre, SR 2155 will alstr bettclit retailers. I;JI..1115ll1'tlt.Jl'!'.i, art-tl in turn the stale by t.:r|et_:|ir:.|_s_1;it1g
ia-state purchases ef p-rerniurn cigars. The titted tart rate will allew premium cigar retailers te
better price their preduets arid eempete in the marltet fer retail stiles ef premium cigars and
ttllirtlttlcly generate p-usiliyc glee-'llt it-l'i|1-statejitlr-s anti tas re'i-'e||||c.

In atltlititat, I-ill 2 I55 is purely a |'|-t‘t:||1-use-tl tas hill; tl:ereli.a'e arty testinteny net direetly related te
ta.‘-tatiert slieuld be dismissed as unrelated testimeny.

rilse. I urge yeu te t'Itl:i".-'l:;}~l'l' these bills frent being “gutted and replaced“ with ether language
I.||t|'i.:latt;tltt1a|| eseise tas cap ttll. large er premium cigars; it is an tincthieal ei|'eatat-'e|1tiun and
m aaipulatien ef the preper preeess tier public i1tt'el'remcat.

ln elesing, l respeetfitlly asl-t that yeu STRUNGL1’ Sl.TPP-DRT Hawai‘i prcmiurn cigar
eti|:st|||tt.:rs. retailers. tlistrihutttrs, anti |tu||||if:a_'lurcrs mal vttte At’ I-1 tat Heltate Bill I I 35 ‘er-'t'il‘tett
ealy as aa est‘-ise tar. cap tat. large er premiuut cigars.

l'hanl-; yeti fer yeur time tutti attctitiurt en this lasatien matter.

‘.:'-littee-rely.

liigttattIrt1:5';"{'l*'IEi.-ll fé2l$]_ 1% ,,-' 'g_,- THITEI

l’|'in|-_-tllt-lartrt-:

l_.m||il Address:

=fis==~s~: f?tlrEiS1~'£a~_
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Cigar Rights ef America, I-lawai‘i

miIr 15-F .5: "9'-r

RF: Peliliu-n tut STE t'.]Ii"tIG1."|" SI.) FPDHT an excise lax cap ilf lliIl'_'5ll' an large cigars.

I am writiltg in ytttt ltt-t,lay as .5: t.:t1:1s.t.||rtt:r ttl'|1rt:st:i|_nr: 1;-iga|'s ;|'||1tl It: urge ytaa lt't| l'i-TRl.'ll"tIll ll fl"
H-l_l I’]’t}H.'l' and s-"etc .-H" l-t nn I-tenure Bill I I35 ll-EB 2 I35} written enly as :tn g_:5cisr1:1:r_eaJ_t_irg
large er |a'e|niu|n cigars.

its a prerrtiulrt cigar cen sttrner antl entltusiasl Fill 1[35 will p1't.tlt:L'| rtly prtssiurt liar prerrtiutrt
cigars and will ne lengcr deity premium cigars parity attd thinness under the tart cede-

I-'urthermere, EB 2 I35 'will alse hcnetit retailers, enttsumers. and in tttrn the state by enenuraging
in-state purchases efprcmium cigars. The lised tas rate will allew premium cigar tctailtw te
hetter price their prettuets anti cempete in the marlret thr retail sales nf premium cigars and
ultimately generate p-usitire grewth uf in~statc jebs anti tas re‘-rcntte.

In atltlitien. 5-B £135 is purely a prep-esetl tas bill; tltctclbrc arty testimcrty net tlirectly reltitetl te
tasatinn sheultl he tlismissetl as unrelated testimeny.

.*"|-Isa. I urge ynu te Pl-l li‘t1'l=It'~l'l' these hills Ii-am heing “gutted and replaced“ with ether language
t||lt'el;tl'at.I lit alt t.‘.'tt.'ist.' tas citp tat l:|r_t;c ttr prt.1'|_ti_t_|_tfn_ 5;_iga|'s; it is :||t t||tt.:tl|ic:|l t:i|'t_'t|tl|'t-'t;ttlitt|t atttl
rnaaipulatmn nl"1he |trnper pttecezts tin‘ puhlie ittyehretncnt-

In elesirtg, I resp-eelfully est-; that yeu t~i'I‘l~ttItl"~2-ti[."r‘ tilJI‘I='t.'I It.'I' lIawai‘i premitan eigar
censtttners. retailers. tlistributnrs. anti nt:tnt|Iaeturcrs and t-etc r‘t"r'F. ntt Renate Hill 2l35 written
enly as an eseise tas cap pg ltgge er pretaiuta cigars-

Thanlr yeu fer ye-ur time and attentieu en this tasatiea matter.

Hineereiy,

y l'
‘.:li'=tt1ature: -tc: ii llrl~_:-._. .-Yes;

E‘-| s
I"ri|t|e.l hlamr: ""' - '-" -i="'|'i X"-_.f'l_._r,_.".-'1' i '2 "_

t-matseeress; _r’-it I-r I it-"rt--,1".-*5,I..-r |.tt. Y’ F1 [|- .r'T<.. "

PT:-en-r.l:: “I'll--I 'f“i._1| t. I ,'
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Cigar Rights ef America, Hawaiti
I-tl'l: l'etitinn tn t~i'I‘l-tt} littilii’ t~iL|l‘l’tJll'.'l' an g_;t'_'ts-e tas cap cf $11.51] en large cigars.

t am writing te- yeu teday as a ennsumer nf prctniutn cigars antl te urge yeu te STRONGLY
.‘il.lPPt]'RT atttl yttlc A‘t-“E tat Senate Hill I I35 it'll! I I 35‘; wriltea tally as an _csci_se l_a_s _t.'_ap__t_r_r|
lill'l='L5 till’ l1fl.‘lllIlLll'l'l 'lIll='lll'5.

As a premium cigar censumcr and enthusiast SB 2135 will preteet my p-assien fer premium
cigars tmtl will ne lenger deity premium cigars parity arttl litimess untlcr the tas etttle.

Fu rtlterrntlre, Elli 1135 will :|ls-ti I1-c-rtclit retailers, t."-trltsutlttsrs, anti itt turn tlte stale it-y eltctturagiltg
in-state puncltases e t" premium eigats. 't'he fised tas rate will allew premium cigar retailers te
better pti cc their pretlucts and eempttc in the marltct Ii:-r retail sale-s elprttrnittm cig-:a"s antl
ttlliitttttcly generate pttsitiye grnwth nl'itt-sltitejtths anti; tas reeettue.

tn utltlitiau, S-Ii 1135 is |2t-=t.tt'ely a pnnpesed tas hill; tlterctiare any testinteny net directly related te
tartatien sheuld be dismissed as unrclttteti testimeny.

Alse, l urge yeu te I'lt‘.I:"'t-“El”-IT these bills freru being “guttetl anti replacctl“ with ether lttn gauge
unrelatctl tt: an est-ise tas cap an large er p|'e|_tgti_tt1t1y_igg§; it is alt unethical cirettttnyetttien anti
mauipttlatien eftltc preper preecss lie-r public in -rel1.'emr_-1|l.

ta clesing. t respectfully aslt that yeu STREl'l"'lGI."|r' RIJPPDRT llawai‘i premium eigar
t_ttu|.\tultlt.:t'H, |'e|aile|'s. tlistriliuttus. ant! tnaaulitetarers antl eate Air’!-I en E-it-n ate Bill I135 written
eniy as an cseise tas cag tin laggc tgr_prt.-taiutlt cigars.

Thanlt. ye-tt fer yeur timc_autl.rtt|t:ntittn an this tasatitm matter.

Fiinccrcly.

I. ' ..__':"_ --t.___\__. 1’/‘

-‘tttr-w"'r*'=__.t-__ _.- -~._ -- __ I-*fll'=- ‘ I ' K’ L-.
l'rt||tt-tl |'*t:||ut-: ' -fl ti 5 ' ' ti ti

I'|_ .| | I |- . ll
l.m:_t|ilI |"'tt_I-t_irte't_e5; - " 1, -_ "‘ .' " ' "I ‘I ' ir

.. -7'. "’dtpceele: '-F --
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Cigar Right:-= flflAU1¢I'l¢31lH3Wfli |-.
_$*

R15: I-‘etitinn in H'l'l{UI‘4 GLE’ EUFPDRT :u1 en"-ire in mp uf $0.51] I111 large cigana.

I urn writing tu you lunluy as 11 ::u115um::r ul' ]:r1'::1ni1nn IL-“lg-1I!‘:i and 11.1 urgi: 3.-'uu lu STRUHGI-Y
HI .iI"|"l.']IRT mini '~.*|.11|_r .-5|."r"I'i nu l'ii;nul|: Hill I I35 ii"iH I I 35} w|'i:1!12|1 hilly H5 ;‘||l_g:I'_25iIi_I;-E__’l51!1:__1;;1]_1|_|:'g|f|
iurw; ur |m:nu|.|nr L1i1'£1T.‘.i.

As a prc1ni|.|1n cigar uun:=|.|111cr an-Ll rzntl-11|:=ia:sl SB I135 will prc:-t=.:|::t n13.-' passion fur premium
i;i1_-,ur:a :,uu,| will nu lu1|;_=_1;r 1i|,*-1|}; ]1r:':n|i|,|.:1| cigu rs ps'||'ilj.-' and 1inir|ni"_-L1; 1.|:'|{|r,=:r Ilia: t:1.\; cmlrr.

I-'u|'tln:1'|11uru_ HE I I35 will aim I1-emziil ret:lil::n~.'_ 1:nr1:~:u|n1::n. cuni in tum tl1»;- stale hf,‘ u|11:nurr:1:,ir1];,
in-stat: ]Zr1.1l'I2l‘|fl5£‘3 of prcrnium cigars. 'l'h1: fixed tax. rah: will aliuw |:rr|:"1:n.iI.11n cigar retailers in
h=..'ll=.:r 11riu¢.: ilauir pruduuls nnri uutnpciu in lhu nn|ri~;==l liar n:1:1il 1-ik1l¢::-I u1i|1-rr':rni|.1r|1 |..=ig1|~.-r mnl
u|Ii:n:m:|},' p_+.‘:11i:-|'aT|;- pr|.+;ili--1: 1.-_rm-|.-[l1 nf in-:-:tr|t|':jnl1|.<: mni tn:-r rcvunuu.

in ruidilimi. SH 1l35 is p\11'+:l],' a prupuscd fan bill: tl11:ri::frr1'r.*- [1.l‘|}'lI'i.1'.§l'll1‘|I2.‘rl‘|j_|-' nut 1:lir+:-:;!l}' r::[:|t1.:|;i tu
lurruliun si'|r.n|l~I.i |:H.: diumi:-natal us; |.m1-1:1 a11::rl lcslininriy-

Alarm, i 1|1'g,c 3-nu in PF'.l'-1"».-"l'-IT*~1T1h+.~.-:¢l‘|il|.~= li'nn1 huing “g,ul1r:-ii unrl n:|1|u+.:1::|" wi1i:| nI|n:r |m1gua;[_-_u
I.||m.:I;1l+:.l In cu: 1.1!'i1.Ii_:~1i;_l.§i_}j._fi1.]l§l|L@l‘¢.I nr |1-|'\:|'|1iu|'|1 mi:-:'|r:-ii it is nu u:11.:ll1|iL';|i I.-iru|1nw:|iIiun nml
|1|z|ni]:|1|i::!iun ul'll1r: 1:|r:.r171ur |tr1'L1¢.:=.=:_~::~" Iirr |'|-ui:|ii»u i|'|'».-1.:|lw:|'m;'|l!.

En slur-ing, I rc::;|:u.:utii|ll1-' as!-: Eln1l;m|1HTR{]-H{2l.'r' E-illPPl.']-l1l'l‘ ll:1wr1i‘i prcuriium cigar
».;+,:||:i|.||1||.:L':-:_ n:i;Li|il"|':i. LliI~il|'li'l'Lll.l.ZIi':'\L nnd |1];'||1u’[':|I;:l1ll'~.1l':-2 ill‘||1l ‘wilt-:: r"'Ui"l'l u-n S-En alt Hill I I3-5 w|‘ill4.:!1-
mil].-' ma :,||;: u.u.;isr_= l_i;l.}l 1_'_:i|: mi |;||';_:_u |.rr' |‘r|'|:|'|'|i1l|'|'| cigilm.

Tl'|.~|r|l=: 3'-nu ii1r 1,11-|.:r iirm: unil El.ll.BT'llllI'|l"! fir] Ihifi lfllfltifin JUJIIIBI.

Hi|n::;n.:i;-.».

F'|ip;|:a11|r'-:. ;£/¢.¢..é';‘_rr‘” £_ um; 2{§*?§-E¢:~-1'5

|’tI||l|.n|-"*i;||\I-.': ?Li:i-£1-:r'i T-1.3 L‘-*1

r-mar mm.-.»_~l: _§’.—F:f"¢FIi'Jl'!':‘1l:’.=i-l°'-EH-f

.|-’.i]:|I.:I.1|;ir; 7?‘?
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“'5Cigar Rights cf America, l-law
It E: l'clilin|: ta H'l'HUI'~i"[iL3" hll_ll’l"l.'Il-i.'l' an cscisc tas cap cf $0.50 an lar-gs cigars.

l am writing tc "ycu taclay as a ctmsttmcr uf prctnium cigars and ta urgc 3.-‘ctr lu STRDNGIJY
F-illl"*PflRT :||||ri 1.-111: ,-fi."r"Fi mt F5-|;'l'|:li|.* Hill 1135 {HE I I 35} wri1l1:1| |,1|||;r as an c155:i§fl_1n§t_q;n[1_1‘q|_t

ll1T|='L' l."l' Pl"i.II'-lll|.lITl- 'i.'Il='HT$-.

.-‘ts a prcmium cigar ccasumcr and cnthusiast SB I135 will prctcct1n1-,' |:|-assicn fur prcr|.1i|.|m
cigars a.nr.l will nu lcrlgcr +.lc1|}-' prclrliuiti cigars parity.» and lairricss u1s.lcr1i1c1as carlc.

Fu|'ll|crr||un:, HI! llf-‘+5 will :|l:-In hcnclit rctailcrs, cm1su||a:|s, aml in tum lltc sLalc hy cltcauragiltg
in-state purcliasss at‘ prcmiuln cigars. 'l'hc fiscal tas ratc will allcw prclniuln cigar rctailcls tc
bcttcr prlcc thcir prudacts an-:1 cumpclc in lltc marltct Ii:-r tclail salcs u-1' |'.l'I'L![l1ill[I'.I cigars and
11||i|t:al4.:l§,' g_4.:1|+_*r1:|1:: [n|siliv|.: gnwl.-"Ill nliin-sI;1Tc jults ami lfls |'13\'E|tuc.

in :1-L||.liI.i-;r||, 5l!1I35 is |2|-|.|.t'|.:i_';.- a p|"ap|.1scd tas hill; tltcrcfcrc any I-I3Elil'l‘|Crl‘|}"l‘:Crl dircclly rciatctl tu-
tasat-icn sltculd IJ-c disrnisscil as unrclatcd lcslimcny.

.-‘alas: I urgc yatt ta Pl'~'.E"-.-’El-iTtl1c:~a: hills licn: lacing “gatlctl aral rc|1lacc:l" will: uIl1cr lirrigwrgc
|.:|l|'clt:|l_|..'tllun|t1.:."i.1.:lscltJ:-1. cap an iargc1qr]_1|jc|g]g@gig|rs; it is an u|1cll|i+.'al circ|.|1n'n:|tli~a|: ainl
manipulaliclt cl'll'|c1:|rupcr pru-ccss liar public i|1'-mlt-'1:|n=:r|l.

In closing, l rcspcctfully ask that 3'c=.| STl?tCl'HGI.‘!r' FIIIFPIDRT Tim--ai‘i prcuniurtt cigar
tinlisutltcls, |'1:1ttilc|'s. tlisl_|'il1i_|lu|'s_ aml |||a||ui'.“||;lut'|..a's :‘|-ml WI-’t»a? J't'|’E fin Sr-n are Bill I13-5 writtcn
uni}; as an csrisc tas cat} cgn_l_:|rgc ur |'|-r'|:|||iu||t 1.-igars.

']"h1111l-; 1,-'-uu liar :,'|;_‘l-LIT li1TH.' I-trltl :|ll|:.:r1liur| mi |l1is l:-ls '=1’[i1‘:|:'| |'|tfltF_|EI'_

F-iinccrcly,

_ - .-' . __.r
".#- __.P.*’ _-' — 3.? .|"l;;|

F_'li;I_||.'|||m_:: __l_ .-_ _-"Ki-|..-_ Datcr A /I
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Cigarf_R_ights ef America, Haw

53
""-Egls.- .,ei_

E. .1
RE: Peiitiun lu ST Ft=t'1Nflt.‘r' fill PP{}lil'.T an excise tas cap ef Sll.5ll en large cigars.

I um writieg Le 3,-eu ttrday as a ce-esume|' ef premium cigars and te urge yen te Ei-'I"H{]'l"'iGL‘|’
SLlFl‘1[Jli.'l' and vete r‘t"r'l'I en Senate Hill 313-5 ~['.‘.'iIi~ 113-5'} written enlg.-' as an ea; eisc lag _cg||[+_i_u]_
large er prc|uin:m ci_ga|'s-

as a premium cigar censumer anrl entit|.|siast SB I [35 will preteet my passiea fer pretniutn
cigars and will ne lenger deny prcniitnn cigars parity rut-d fiiimess t|nde1' the tas cede-

Furthenuerc. SB I135 will alse henciit retailers. eensurncrs. and in tum the slate by enceuruging
in-stale purchases efpremium cigars. The lise-tl tas rate will allew premium cigar retailers te
hatter price their |i|'eclucts and ceinpctc in the marl-act fer retail sales ef premium cigars and
ulti1n:|1el;r generate pesilive gruwlh el'in-state jehs and las re-re||ue.

in mhlitien. SR Z135 is purely a 1-|re|-an-a.al tus hill; therelizre am.-' tn:i1_ir|ni|1;-.-' net directly related te
tasatien sheuld he dismissed as unrelated tcstirnen;-r.

Mse. I urge 3,-eu le |'|+‘.l-I‘~Ji~li-l'l' these hilis t"retn being “gutted and replaced“ with ether language
unrelated 1e an I..'I'|LI;.'lE'-i£__l_;1_.'_1._§-'l_['l§t.1_l| large er prciuiulu cigars; it is an tutethieal ci|'eum1-'e|1tie|1-.111-tl
maniinilatien et" the |‘|-|'-t'!||f|-|.'.‘J' preecss fer eel:-lic int-'elre1ncnt.

In elesiag l 1'es|1eerfi.tll§,-' asl: that "5-reu 5'l'RUl"'~!-GLY SUPPURT Hawai‘i prcrnium cigar
censutncrs. ret:|ilets. ilistnhutets. and ma|n|li:cturers and vete .~’4|."r l'L en Hermie Bill I U5 1'-‘filter!
enljp as an escise tas cap en large er preiniuln cigats.

Thanlr 1.-reu fer 1."-IJIJI time and attentien en this tasatierr malicr-

Hi|1ee:'cl}-.

.-""1

ei-i_grtatu.1'c:_ " - Date: fill

l'|'int-rd l'-larne: |r- 1 |[_q_g-. %U_||_.:_":_,___i;____,._l_|;_,-'-1-_-ig

|:'mu.i.l.Ia:ld.re-ss: '5'-:I1'.»l'r"-|rL1.,_»|---Lf'.|__-|. iii’:-j “a{»*-l"i.1:1-,'- 'l'- II‘ I-"H
*1.
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Cigar Rights ef America, Haw
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HI-‘.1 Fetitien te S'l'l~ltl l"~l[i[."|r' Sl.l l‘l"[Jlt.'l' an excise tax cap ef $0.51! en large eiggtgs.

t ant writing te yeu ted.ay as a cettstuner ef prctniunt cigars and te urge yeu te STRONGLY
SUPPORT and 1.-'ete r‘t"‘i"li en Senate Hill 1135 {Sll 1I?rF] written nnly as an =._1.~g:r_.1i_sg_l_a.~iq,'_;i[|__t':gqt
li]l'lg'li_5 'lfl'l' |llI"CIll:lLlI'll Cl[-g*[ll'F.

As a prentiurn cigar censurner and enthusiast SB I135 will preteet my passien fer prerniuin
cigars and will he lengcr deny prentiunt cigars parity and [aintess under the tas cede.

Furthcnnerc, SB 1135 will alse l:|-enclit retaiiers. cens um t.-rs. anti in tum the state hy em.-euraging
in-state ]'|-Ltt'eltaL'~;e.s e["prerr|iurr| cigars. The fixed tas rate will allew preiniutn cigar retailers te
better price their preducts and eentpcte in the marl-:et ier retail sales ei'|:rren1iatn cigars and
ultitualely getter:-||e ptrsiliye grewlh ttl'i|t—st:|lej-nits and las re-'ct1t|e.

in atlriilitrn, SH 1135 is |'|-Lrrely :1 prtrptts-esl l.u.s hill; Llteleliire arty leslittmlty ttet dircetiy related tel
taaatien sheuld he tiisinissed as unrelated test:i.|I|eny.

False, 1 urge yen te l'l~‘.l:"-.-'l:'hl'l' thme hills tient heing “gutted and replaced" with ether lan gauge
ultrclatctl le an eseise tas |_':||‘|- en large er p-re|nit||n cigars; it is an unethical circtttnycttliett and
manipuiatien eftlte preper pre-cess far |:|-uhlie intrelscment.

In clestng, I respectfully ask that yen STHUHGL1’ SUPPORT Hawai‘i prcmiurrt eigar
enn sumers, retailers, tlistrih-ttlnrs, and ttutnuliteturer-: and 1-‘etc .-it‘i’lII en Senate Bill 3135 ‘ttrrittetl
enly as an escisc tas rap en large er |:r1'e1nit||r|_eig.-trs.

'l'l1an.l=: yen fer yeur time and attentien cu this tasalien rnatler.

Sincerely,

5i@atuw: El-arc: ‘if’?/3**i§'_

l'rir|:etli"l|||:|n-: rosy-stein 1? i'l,W'-r

Ltrtall ."u;l-tlrcszsi ll?) H-‘Hr\,,'l~'el.-- ii -5 ii "-"1 ii?/1h~;t.r'|{,eé n»-

Fjttertde:
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Cigar Rights efrltmeriea, Hawaiti
RE: Fetjtiun tn 5TR'Dl"~ltTll."r’ Fill PPGHT an eseise tar cap et'Stl.5tl en large cigars.

[ am writing le yeu lttrltiy as a eensunter ef premium cigars and te urge yeu te S'l"R-CI-l'tiGL'i’
l-il.|l'l'1lI.'II l~t'l' and yete .-’fl’l'I en Senate Bill I135 {SB 1135) written ettly as an cacisc tits_c;g]__e_|t
large ur premium cigars-

As a premium cigar ceas umer aral enthusiast SB I135 will preteet nty passieu fer pretnitun
cigars and will ne leeger deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tas cede.\-

1-

E-lttrtltcrntere, SB I135 will alse hcneiit retailers. eensurncrs. and in tum the state hy enceuragiitg
in-state purchases efprcmium cigars. 'T'l1|: lisetl tas rate will allew premium eiga|' retailers te
it-etter price their preduets and eempete in the Il'ti1t’lt'.Cl fer retail sales ef premium cigars and
ultimately generate pesitit.-'e grewth efin-state jehs :|nd las revenue.

1tt additien. SB I13-5 is purely a prepesetl tas hill; tlierelizre any testirnetty net directly related te
tasatien slteulrl he disatissed as unrelated testiineny.

.-itlse, I urge yttu le l"ltl ii.’ I il-l'i' these hills fretn heiag “gutted and replaced“ with ether language
unrelated tu an cscise t:,1.t c.-i|t_en large er premium cigars; it is an unctltical cilcunwelttien an-d
ntanipulattnn el"tlte |t|'ep-er preecss fer ptthlic itwelyetnent.

In elesiag, l re-tpeelfully asl-: tltat yeu S'l'l-lUl'~lGLY SLTPPDRT l-Iawai‘i prernitltn cigar
eeusutners, retailers, tlistrihi|te|'s_ and tnalnllitcturcrs and rule A"r'l-L en. Senate Hill I l35 t-'r'I‘ilIcu
enly as an cscige tas cap en large er premium cigars.

Thanl: yeu fer yeur time and attentien en this tasatien matter.

Sincerely,

.-

Ei.[g|'|_;|_|_u_1'|:j .'?_;%*-‘if’ Fl I;:/a--rt--- Date: ti-?r'i ‘ll.-rfi iii-

li'|'i|ll-|.'-:.l Name‘ -_.r."|,|-*,l

l-_'|:rc1i| Address: fjfilfi slit liaise pl. g

?il|‘l-L‘Il1Ll.t,IJ
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Cigar Rights ef America,yyH_awai‘i
RE: Petitiea te STROHGL1’ SUPPORT an eseise tas cap ef$Il'-_"ill III‘! large t!.i£=1t‘ti-

I atn writing te yeu le-day as a censumcr til]-treariiairi cigars anti te urge yen te l-i'l‘lI'.tlI!"~ZtiL‘l"
1-ill l’l"tlR'l‘ anti 1.-etc A."r‘ l-1 en Senate Bill 2 I35 [SB 2135} written enly as an _cseisc_t_as cap en
large er |‘n'c|ttitn|'| eigzlrs.

.-its a premium uigtr censumcr and enthusiast Sll 1135 will preteet iny pa.ssien as pnemitun
cigars atttl will ne lengcr tleny prentiunt cigars parity and fairness under the ta:-t cede.

I-'uttltenttere, Sli I II1‘-5 will alse hencfit retailers, censttniers, and in tutu the state by cnceuraging
in-state purchases cf pre1n.iurn cigars. The fiscd tas rate will allew prerniurn eigar retailers tn
hctter price their pre-tlccts anti eentpete in tlte marlret fer retail sales cf prelniuln cigars and
ultitnately generate pesititre grtiwtlt ef in-staie_itii1-s :tntl laa. rcycnuc.

In additien. SB I135 is purely a prepescd tas hill: thcrelerc an y tcslimeny net directly relatcti Itt
Iasnlitirl sltenlrl he tiisltlisseri as unrelatett testinteny.

.-Iitlse, I urge yeu Itt PR Ii."»’Ii.I~lT' these hills ["rem I1-eing “gutteti and replaced“ with etlter language
unrelated lti an esciw tas citp tm l;|t'gc__t1_t' [l_l"I.'lt'I_l_LIl'l.ll 1."-igztrs; il is :ttt uttclltieal t_'lrt:uttt'-'t.*t|Iit1|t alttl
tnanipnlalietl et' llte pauper p|'eees.s liir puhlic ilwelyclttcitt.

In clttsing, I respect liully asi: that yeu i~l'['RtlI'~Itil.‘t’ !-iI.Il‘l‘I.l-R‘l‘ Hay.-'ai'i prctniittn cigar
censutners. retailers. dislrihulers. and :tt:tnt|li|ett|rers and ytite .-"t"l=’Iil tin Senate litill H35 written
t_ttll_'t-' as an esetse tas cap an la_|_'ge e_r premium cigars.

Tltattl-: yeu thr year time and attentien en this tasatiert matter.

Siltcercly,

Signature: _ Tialt-.:

L,/lJL.'I;1\tLl ti [lrzaeesas
Email Puitllers: 'l:l2Fll.~lifl;d"1~lii|'+ -.}l-ill-.'I-fjlfs-f @ -mp“

.|-".ipcutl-c:
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Cigar Rights of
RE: rt-eirimt esrttesecr 5t'.H't't1-ltru etcis: as can eiitl-.5een hr:-: t:‘u.ntrs.
l arn writiug Ie ye-u tetlay as a ctttt:aintt:t ef pretttitlttt cigars and te urge ycu tu STRONGLY
SUPPORT ainl ea-lc i\\"E efl S-elite Bil 2135- [H-H L135] written -rrnly as an gseisc tas esp gn
Iarsr etercaiaLe1etsars-

.-"ts a prcntium cigar eensttntet and enthusi:|st SH 2135 will preteet my passien fer prentium
cigars and will ne lung-er deny premium cigars parity and fairness urtclcr the Ltut cede.

Furtherrnere. 5112135 will alse benefit retailers, cansuaters. and in tern the state lay enceuiagiag
in-state purchases el'p-rerttiutn cigars. The ti scti tart rate will allew premium cigar retailers tu
hettcr price thctr pttnlucts atnl etunp-etc tn the marltct lirr telntl sales cl pi'e1l‘||ctn cigars and
ullitttateiy generate p-usitit-e g,te-wlh cf in-stale jehs and tas l'e'-'et1ue.

In atldilitnt, SB II35 is purely a prepusctl t.n:t Iitll; thcreih-re any trztttmeny net directly related tn
tas:tti~n-it slmulrl he rlislttissctl as unrelated testtnttmy.

.-itlstt, I urge ytiu lti l’l~'.l:"t-'l:Z'~i'l these hills l'tu-rrl heing "gutted all-tl trplac-ed“ with utltel‘ lartgtt-agt:
unrelated tn tut t:s.ci_se taut cap crt large er prerttiunt ciga[‘sL it is an tincthieal cinzumr-tatien iltlt!
raaitipulatiun ct’ the pre-per preecss fer puhlic lrt1.'rti't-'el'|'|el'lt_

Ilt elttsing, I tt:s|'s:ctlitlly asl; that y-|_|u S'.l'ROl'il-G LY SUPPORT I lawai‘i prct||it||:| cigar
ctrnstttners, retailers, distrthutets, :|n-tl ntanu lacturcrs and retc ..'I."l"E tin Senate Hill I135 written
rntiy mt an citcise tas cap rrn large ur pr-emiuttt i.‘l]§,i|II'i-_

Thanl; ycu let ytitlr ti|'t'|e atrtl alletttien en this tasatinn matter.

Siltccrely,

l
" 1'

-l.—'-;| I. _____ '_-! H? I.

Signature: ' L Ll-ale: _--—- f I l"""

I"r|r|le|ll‘-;:|||||,:: h3'JI£:l._--

l;|t|at!."'tddtt.'s-.-I .-_."i|_;-...I-.._-\1*~1t,_‘t1"_:y-1.1:.-3-_t'-i -:::t-I'-~‘le~3H-
;-r_i|1,_-,_-,¢,-;- E‘?
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Cigar Rights cf Arncrica, Haw:-1i‘i
li|'.l'J: Pctitiim tn 5'-i'l'li.H["~l'E}l.‘h’ E-ill Pl’{}li'.'l' an ctizcisc tas: cap cf EFILSII an largc cigars.

I am writing in }"-L'!l.1’[IEIdfl}' as a crmsumcr cf prcmium cigars and tn I.u'_g_!_c yau to Ei’l‘li.UZ"'i I['il_.‘l|"
HIJFITIHT 1ll'H.l rnlc .'i|."'r'l7'. uri Ficnnlc Hill 213-5 {Fill 213-5} wrillcn -mily as an cnzcisc Ina: c:i]'r (‘ITI-
iI||'E1I 'I}|' |[J'1.f|lJ|l||'l'l 'IL3|L5"ll'Z'i.

.-"is a prcmiuni cigai' cc|1s1.u'ncr and cntiiusiast SB I [35 will pmtcci niy passimi fur prcniium
cigars anal will nu ]un§:::1' clung.» |:+r|.:mium cigars parity aml liiimcss iimlcr thc tas 1.'i.1-Ll-L1.

l7LI["llll;.1I'ITlL1TI.¥, Eli Z I35 will :|ls|;1 bcriciil I"l.!-lHil1...'-T.'.i. ¢.;L1ns|,|r|wl'5. ilrlil in [urn llm '.:i!l1lr,:l_1:-.r I.,'.'l1|IJ_liJ]_'I_|gi1]g
in-stats purcliasss nl‘|:rrc-mi|.|m cigars. Tiic fixed tas rats will ailciw picmium cigar rclailcrs Ln
hullur thcir prud ucis and cunipctc in lhc marl-act fur rclsil salcs cf prcmium cigars and
ul1i|m:lr:|}- |,:c||cmLc |1-1:-:-zilivn: |'l;!,l'i!|1.\-‘Illlill_l[l-P-i|l.l|.lJji.!Il'l-.'iIlllfll lam rca-"ciiuc.

In a|.i|:li!.im11 E-iii 2 I]-5 is puicly a pnrpuscd [as hill; l||crcli:u'c uI'|j.|' l13H1l1l'|-till}-' l'|fl-l1.li|‘B'Il1l}-' Ffllflllfitl lu
taxatiun shu-uld bc dismisscw] as unrclaicd tcstimuny.

P-Lisa, 1 urge ;-¢'c1| In ['1~‘lEJv‘l:'[*~Il"l' ilicsc hills fr»:+1'|1 hcing “gurrcci and rcpi:icc-ii“ with c-thcr lfll‘|§,'llfl_{_!I;f
Ll|!|l'1.'llJlI..1ll1.!I1|I1 c.1-;cisc lam c::|n1i1 l:||E,cnr1rr=:r11ii|ni cig,:|rs; il is mi uiiclhical |.;ir1.:u||wc:11im1nml
mailipulatiu-n u-fihc |:|-rcpcr pruccss fur ]Il'LllIl'lil2J inwaIw;:1ncnl.

I11 clusilig, 1 rcspcctfull;-s ask that 1.-‘cu STIICIPFGLY SITFPURT H-swai'i isrcmium cigar
i_'u|is|.1||:|.:r:-:, ri.*la|iir.:|’H., :|is|rih|J|u|'_~;_ um] ||1:1|iuIin.:E|.|rcrs ill'H_l. wiic .-1'1" III un ."i|I*||nI.'c liill E I35 w|'iI1|.‘:ii

Ulllj-' as an +.':u.'isc lam L:-xip un l:|r1:,c ur g1'_<.jJ|1i_1|111 l:_ig:1r.s.

111mm yuu 1111' yuur lirm: and allcrliircm am ll-iis l=-1IFl|iI1I‘I 1TlH|lifl'.

‘i-iinccrclyI In ass;as 6 ..-'L1 _ 1 q E]-arc: (?/,ay,#é-
1| -- ,;

I‘:-Iilv-.| -"'+':||1w: Ii‘ r - -'5' P" --it‘ -_ --

lifflilll ."'|.|:l-|_lr¢;'5-1': -1:-,L_.'|!/I {l"‘[.-P11}! | .r I-"'_ |;_|':.|:"'|5-*-

iipclzuic:
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Cigar Rights of Amcrica. I-lawaiti
cs: Pcliliun to srsursc1.r su FPCIRT an l.‘Il.!l!'!|I:! in flap ul snsn l.Il1 largc ciga rs.
I am wriliiig It: ytuu lI1H_lI;l:|.' II!-I .5: II,Ii_‘l!|1$tI,.llTlI:l'fll\|1I'I;.'|l1llJ|l1 1;-igais .t||'|il In urgc },rt':u Lin !:iTli|'.I.'l§"'IH].-"1"
E-I-‘LI Pl’-I }lt'l' rmtl ‘r't':IE HIYI-L rm Hcilntc Bill I I35 [HE I I35} writtcn cnly as an gs_c_i_s_c__t:1.'gt_ca_[|g_u_it
l:1rgcnr|i|'cmiu|n cigars.

As at premium cigar curt surncr aml ::11ll|u_sia_sl HE 1135 will pm-lccl nay passiim liar prctttium
cigars and will nc lc:|1gct' dcity prcmitiut cigars I‘Jfl.l'll:_-2' fiJ't£l fr1i|'i1css 1.|m:lct' tlic tas critic.

I-'u|‘thcm1-arc, EH 2 I35 will also l1|ci1ct'|t rctailcrs, ccnsumcrs. and in turn tlic statc by cticmtragiiig
in-stalc purchascs t.'rl']:rtc1'nit1111 cigars. Thc iisctl las ralc will slluw ptcltiitlm cigar rctailcw la
l1|ct.tc|' pricc their prm;lucLs and crmtpctc in the marltct far rctail sal-as rtfprcmiuin cigars and
t|llitTlt|lt:lj.- gcncr:it~.-11-usilivc 1_s,1't:~.-sth 1:-l"ir|-st:|tc_it1i1s:tt1tl tas tc'rcm|c.

In atitliticn. SB 2135 is lJI.2lI"I.1l]r' a ptcp-usctl lzls in-ill; Ilicrclhrc an 3' lcslinwrlj,-' ncl tiirccliy rclatutl lu
tasatirm shculrl ha rlisniissccl as unrclatad lIZ.‘;'-I~ll|'l'|-t'!Il'|j?.

fltlsni, I urgc jrttu lI.!I PF! I i.‘u'[i.E'-l'l' lllc:-ac hills Frunt hcirtg “guttcd anrl rs-placcd“ with ctltcr languagc
tlI'||'[.'l;ll.'i.1Ll Ir} mt crttrlsc I;|I~L c:1]'r t_1_1_|.__l_:]t_1t;t_.f_t1rprcltlitllii cig;||'s. i1 is Llll 1|||ctl|ic;|| 1_'.i t't;t|t1|'sc|11i<.it1 tmtl
maiiipulatirin n|'tl1c |i|'cq1-ct‘ pmccss fcr pulilic l|‘|"|-"i'I-l‘i.iI2|‘|‘|-El1’[.

In clcsirig. l 1'csp-cclt'u|lj.- asl-: that jmu 1~i'l'I~tU I'~I{iI."r’ t\'UI"l’-UIit'l' Hawai‘i |'i1'c|r|ium cigar
ctmst|ti'|crs. rctailcrs. tlistriltttiltws, antl ni;t|u|ii1cturc|'santIvulc.-‘It‘|r'E|.1|iI'icn:ilc Ilill 2lIl5 wrillcn
1.2IlIl_‘|.' as an cscisc tas cap nn Iargc rir |_ircmi1|n1 ci|.=,t1|'s.

'l‘l'|ar|l-: '5-“tau t"-at yum tintc and attcnti-:||1c||1 this taxation utattct.

Hiii-.:c1'cl§,-,

'.ti-l..|§fl.I:'lIIlJI'cI|" "i"I"""";'_J -Zip n""“—%ig 6.’! -5-‘-
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RE-: Pctiticu ‘ta 5'l'l't.IIlI'~i1'.'iLlr' SUPPURT an citcisc tait cap ul $'ll'.5lIl' an llrgc cigars.

I am writing tc ycti tcriay as a ccnsumcr cl 1:rtr.:tt|iuttt cigars antl lu urgc gruu Ir: ST III] I'~ll.']l."r’
!~lllI"IT't']-RT anti vnlc AT I-I an 2-icnalr Hill 1135 {SH I I35] written tiiiiy as an _t_I!_}[§l,'gi-_I'.'_'[_i_I;}[_1_I‘§t]_§l_l_l-t'l
l:|r1:c ur ]]|'cm|I.l|1i t.;|1.r:|r.s.

As a prc111iI.11'n cigar ca1'|sI.|1r1ct and critliusiasl SB 2135 will prctcct my passicn liir prcrnium
cigars I.!I1H.l will tic iailgcr ilcriy premium cigars |'iaril";,' anti Fairiicss an-|:Icr the tas cadc.

I-'u|'li1c1'|narc, HE 1lf~'+5 will alsc I'|-E"I1-Elll. rctailcrs. caltsuntcrs, and i|1 tum tltc statc by citccuraging
i.|:|-statc purcliascs cf prcmium cigars. Thc tiitcrl tas ratc will al.law prcmium cigar rclailcrs Ic-
licltcr pricc Iiicir ]:u'c-ti ucls aisl cc-|n|1clc in ll'lB1l1ilITlILEl tiir rctail sales rt-t‘|1-rcmiuai cigars and
ulriniatcly gcitcratc prrsitivc grawtli Drill-Hlttltjfilifi and tas rcvcntic.

lit acltiilicri. SH IISS is |J-1.lt’Cl}' a prapcscti tas. L‘-ill‘. thctcicrc ztti;-I tcstinicn;-' ncl tlitcctly rclatcsi la
lasalicrl Slllillll-I.l lic ilismissctl as unrelated teslimrmy.

Alarm, I |_|1-gi; }I'tl-ll la PR Ii.‘-.='l*.l‘~lT lhc-tc hills litutt hciiig “gullctl aml rc|1|acer1“ with -rillicr language
tliircltllctl Iu an cm.-isc ltti: 1.';i|'| Hl'I i:tr1‘,1;* ur |i|'c||1itt|'i1 _ci_1.11!1L ii is ilfl |.|r|1.:I|ti1.':|l I.:ir1_'t|||w'c||Iitr|| iilttl
mzinipulalicti aI'tlic tlru-per ]':t'I:H.'-t:ss lirr puhlic iiwclveiricnl.

in clasing. lrcs|:|cclI'uil;r aslr that 3-tut E~iTRt'lII"~IIl2l.‘r' t~il.|l'I‘{IIIt'l‘ J lawai‘i premium cigar
cri||su|1|cr:-:_ |'clzti|c|'s. tlislrilmltirs. flllti |‘|‘|;'|i'ttliiit:tLit't.tt‘s :ititl strlc r‘t."|"FI tin F5-ctl atc Hill I Iii-5 wrilicli

1.lrll}' its iltt cscisc l:|.*-t I_'il|'l' ult Izirgc tn‘ |'|-|'|..*|'|'|i1l|‘|t t.‘ig;lT.‘-t.

Tl-is:-ilr 1-mu 1111- yriur time and attcritirm an this tasaticn matter.

liIl'liJl.TI'I;;l:-,-',.
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C_lgE.I_[__R_lgl_lt5 cf America, Hawaiti
RI-TI: Pctiritm lu EiTR[lT'~li.'][."r' fill PPI l-RT art csc_isc_tas cap n_E_2jll.5lI an large cigars.

I am wriliag la yttu Ititlay as a carts tuner tifptctrtiutn cigars at'n:l tn urgc yau tr: 5l'l'il.-Dl"IlGL‘i"
Hlll’l’1l.'Ili.'l' anti 1.-atc ."t‘h’l'I llll Hen ate liill 213-5 {Slit 1135} writlcn Hill}-' as an citcisc las_ca[+n|1
large tir |i|'cntiu11t tJigtll':-L

.-its a prcmiurrt cigar ctttismncr anti eittht.-siast SB 2135 will prctcct trty passirtti far prcntiutrt
cigars and will ne lengcr deny |:+1'c1nit1rti cigars parity art-ti faimcss ttntlcr thc tas cc-tlc.

l*'urtiicmmt'c. SB 2135 will alsc benefit rctttilcrs. ccnstlrttcrs. and in tum thc slatc lg-r L‘-1‘||_'-tJIl2|1't]girlg
in-stale purchases t1l'1:trc1'r:iurn cigtrs. The Ii itctl tas rain: will alltiw tirclfliultt cigar rctailcrs in
licttcr price their ]i|'crluct.s and ecnitictc in thc marltct fat‘ retail salcs tiftircmiuni cigars arttl
L|llll1|'lt1lt.fl}.’ gcncrttlc |'~ttsiti'rc imiwth tt|'i|1-statc jitl-ts anti las rc'-rctntc.

In £llill.lll_‘l{Z|l'|. 5l'I- 1135 is 11-urclj.-' at |'|-rt_i|1-tisctl tas I1-ill; llicrcliirc any l.I:5I‘l|llUl'|:|-' mil Llirccil;-.-' relatcti In
tasatian sltculti he dismissed as utirelatcd tcstitnan;-i".

I-'l||l.*i-Ill, I urgc 3,-ritt it: |"[-t |=.'~.’|i;l*~l"]' tltcsc hills llintit lacing “gutted attd rcplacctl“ with uthcr langttagc
t:n|'t.'l:tlctl lti an @ji_.sg:;__lgi._c::1'r tni largcttr prctniuni cigars; it is ttn ttnctlticttl ei|'ctaiwc|1tit1-I1 atttl
trnantptilaticn ciithe |i|'c[t-cr preecss fer tittblic iiwahrcrrictit.

ln cltising, I resp-cctt"ullj.-' asl»: that yau 5'l'l~tfiI*-IGLY SUPPURT Hawai‘i prtirrtiura cigar
ctinstttrtcrs. rctaiicrs. tlistrihtttcrs. anti itia-tittlilcturcrs antl -.-talc »\"lI'l'l tin Hcnalr Bill I I35 ‘written
tlilll}-' as an cscisc tas caii an Iargc er tirctrtitlm cigars.

'l'har:it' yrtu far 31'c1.1.r time ancl atteaticn art this lasaticm rnallcr.

Hiacc|'cl§,r.

5ii|g]'li1.ll.|.rc'; I . Tlatc: 1'?/ltiii / I Lt’?

1’rl'=Ir~*'*1=~-a=- If Irina .1-til.
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(Iigar Rights cf America, Hawaiti
RE: Pclilirm In HT Rt }I'~t[ll."t’ E-ill PH }li'.'l' an cscisc tas cap ct‘ filI.5t_l en large cigars.

I am writing ta 3,-nu tttday as a ennsurncr cf premiurti cigars and ta ttrgc you te STRONGLY
I'i'+[|I’F'Ul{'l' anti 1|-“tilt: ."|ti'i' E ti|'| Sen atc ll-ill I I3-5 -[Till 1l.l-5'} writlcri tirll}-' as an cscisc tits t:ap__t'i:t
lil|'[;"L'I Ii'l|' []l'1."-llllllll-3| LT|§"=-ilifti.

.-“ts a prentiurn cigar censumcr and cittltusiast sts M35 will preteet ray tiassieti fer ].'ll‘C'-I1'lll.Ill1
ci_a_:trs arrrl will rte lert_acr tlcrtgr prcrnittm cigars parity arttl titirncss utiticr the tas ctttlc.

I-'t|rtl'|t;t-|1te1't:_, EB I135 wifl ;|[-_;;t_t hcrtclil 1'1.‘-=It|ilc‘rs. cttrrsurricrs, anti irl IUTII thc stale ti}-' erlctiutagitig
in-stair: ]1|.|rcha.-tcs til'|'trt:tniut|1 cigars. The Ii itcti tas rate will allew premium cigar retailers te
hettcr price their taerzlttets and eernpetc in the marltct fat rctail salcs tiI'1:|rcmiuir| cigars antl
uIlitna1cl;t-'gc|1cr:ttc ti-ttsitisc grtiwlh u|'i|1—slatcjtths antl tas rcrclluc.

In atitlititin. I-ill 2 II-t5 is purely a |'|-1't_1|’t-ti:-tctl tas lull; tlicretiirc any tcstititeiiy net directly related te
taitatien sheuld he dismissed as unrelated te.sti.trtct:t;r.

r"tIse, I urge 3,-rtu re l‘Itii"i'i:'l~t'l' thcsc hills Frem being “gttttcd and re|ilacetl“ with t.‘rll'lt.*!l'lttI!1j._LtlEl-gt:
t||t|'cl:||ct.l1t1 :11| cscisc las ca|i tin large t||' twcntittnt cigars; it is an anctltical circultwcltliclt and
ntanipulatirrn cFtl1e ]iretiet' preecss tier ptthlic iiwtrlt-'ct11cnl.

In elesiag l rcspectfitllyaslt that 1,“-au STRONGLY’ 5l.lPPCl-lil'.T llawai‘i |1-rcrniarn cigar
canstttncrs, retailers. tlislrihtlttirs. anti ttttttittlitc-1u|'c|'s :||'|tl t-rttc .-Ur"!-t. -an I."it!'Ifll] tr Bill 1|35 written
eaiy as an cscisc tas cap an large er nrcntitgm cigars.

'l'hanlt "yea fer year time and attcnticrt ert this l.t|s:|litrr| rriallcr.

Eiiticcrclyr.

‘.Sig||.t1tu:t'c: 95"“-52' r‘-_-- Date: 33"/"'I'/__ll

lirttitt-d hlarttt-; 1'1 ‘-"1"? T11 =~i"I-"'-"‘-

li|:nai.l r"t|.idrcss:
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Cigar Rights ef America, Hawaifi
RE: Petitjun lu STFltIll"'ll1]l."t' SIIPPEIHT an cscisc tas cap cf Sll.5[I en large cigars.

I am writing ta '3.-ritl ttirl:1_'g.-' as a crittsutnc-T l.IlI."|'!l't;lIl'llLlI'l'l cigars tttiti tq. H]-5,; J-tit: tr,-t STRCIHGLY
Sl.lPP'DlRl.'[' atitl rate ."t"l"lII tin senate Bill 1135 |[t-LB 1I35] written nttly as an gsc_isc_ut_s__g;.-111 nn
lg|;ge_@ pt'1.'nti_ta]_t_ cigars-

Its a prerniunt cigar en-rtsumer arid cnlh usiast ST-I 2 I35 will |:+retcct rrtjr |J-assien fer prernittni
cigars attrl will tie Ienger dctgr prcntiunt cigars parity and Fairness rtrtdcr the tas cnrlc.

Fttrtltcnrterc. SB I135 will alse iiencftt retailers. et1t:tst.t|nc|'s. anti in turn lite slate hy ertcttut-agirtg
in-state [1-trrcliascs tit'1-martitrrn cigars. The tit-asi tas rate will allew |J'I'1t.‘1]I1li.1]1‘t cigar retailers te
better ].iriec their |:tretitJ.cts and cent|tele in the niarltet tiir retail salcs at‘|-_trt-anittrn cigars aatl
uitintatcljr generate pesitis-"c grawtlt cf i1t-sttttc_ittlis and lair revenue.

|l1 Eltiflitltttt. Fill 1l35 is |'H.trcl;r :1 prtjqittscti tas bill; lhcrcfet'c tut;-' l'i.2bTlilTltJ]1}' net rlireetljr related te
tasatien sheuld be dismissed as unrelated testimenjr.

.-"tlsti. large yen te li'lt.li"-fl-II'~l'l‘tl1esc hiils tient hcing “gultetl antl r|:[tl:icr:tl“ with El-ll1t,.'1' language
ttllrcltllctl l-Ir all c.'tcisc tas _c;_|g_tg'!_lg|_'_gc_t'it'_[t[+:111_i_tg_|t:|_3.'_i_kg1§; il is zttt t|t'tctl'tic;|l circu|1't'~.-t;|'t[it_t|1 ;|t1r_i
ntztrtipttitttiett ef tltc preper |1-teeess Fer puhlie itwelrretttetit.

In clesing, I t'espectfi1ll§,' asl: t.ltat yen ti'['I~t'tlI'~tl‘.iI.‘t’ Ell PH }li'.'l‘ Hawai‘i rirentiutrt cigar
cnnsuirt crs. retailers, tlistrihtittirs. anti mantttitctttrcrs and irate .fit"'r'F. en Senate Hill I135 written
uttlgr as an cscisc tas cap an large er tircmiunt cittars.

Thanlt jreu fer 3.-'ettr time and attcntien en this tasatierr matter.

F-irtccrcly.

-t__ _
Q51 -"-,r"" .--""F—
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Ci ar Ri hts gfAIrrierica, Haw
I-Il'L: l*etitii'iT| in 1'~i'l'lil'.'[l‘I"iIl'.i l.'l" t'il.|l'l"l.'ll~l'l' an cseisc tas ca]: tiI'_$l.I_'_'il.l l_II1 large cigars.

l am writing ta yrin teday as a en nstiiner ntlpreiniuni cigars and tn urge yeti in STRONGLY
SIFFFUHT and yetc AYE en Senate Bil] 2135 [SB I135} written cnly as an escisc tas cap n_ii
Iargi.“ iir1igi'i.‘iiii_ri:iti_cigars.

-as a prciriierri cigar eensurrier and enthusiast EB 1135 will preteet my passien tiir prenziiian
cigars and will nu lrniger deny preinitnn cigars parity and Iiiirncss under the tas cede.

l"urtltci'inii-re. hilt IIJ5 will aisn l1*L‘|lt.'lll retailers. caiisuiiiers. aittl in tttt'n thc state liy citcnnnigitig
in-stale ptircluises ei'prei:i:i.iu1n cigars. The fised tas rate will allew rneniiuiii cigar retailers lu
hetter price their pr-aduets and cntn]-iete irt the marltct iii-r retail stiles et'pren1iun1 cigars anti
ultimately generate pesitiye grewth efin-state jetis and tas rciienue.

Iti additien. -‘SB 2135 is purely a prepa-srd tas hill: tticrc|'ni'e any testininny tint directly related ta
tasatien sheuld he dismissed as unrelated testimnny.

.-itlse. l urge yen le PItii"-.-'lihl'l' these hills l'r-um being “gutted and replaced“ with ether latiguage
unrelated in an g_t_t_ei§ig__tt§i;-gi:"_a_[i_~._i_g_lar1=-e tg_[t_rggi_i_t_t11_t-igzigrit it is an uiielhical eii'i.'t|niyeiitiiin and
r|iarii|'i-tilatit_iri t_il' ll|t_' ]'irti[_"icr titre-ccss ii_ir ]'iiil:ilii;- in 'r't_'l1‘t-'t,Il'|'IiI;l'll.

tn clr:-sing. I respcctiuily aslt that yea t~_iTlitt‘iItit;l."r' t-illPPt'.'iRT Hawai‘i premium cigar
eenstuners. retailers. disrrihttt-:irs_ and manufacturers and ya-re .-1t'i’lII en I-teuate liill 2 I 35 written
tinly as :|n escist- I.Lll"L ~t':||‘i- tin l:ll'gt' tir ]‘iI‘c|t't'itiI‘i't cigars.

Tl'tt-utlt yeti ter ye-ur lirnc anti attcntien en this lasalien matter.

Siticercly.

Sim: -"' ]'.I:ttc: l% lLfi 391%

|"riiitedl'~.!anie: ER; ‘i,.i"ri5!lI.lt

I-Iniail r'ii|t|rt-.-.-':
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Cigar Rights nf America, Hawaiti
RE: Petitieri te S'i'it.l.Jl'~tGL"t' SI.|l*l’tl_Jl:i.'l' an eseise tas e_a|.'i_tgf ' ._ enlarge cigars.lit! 5U

I am writing te yeti teday as a censumcr cf prctnium cigars tutd te urge yeu te STR-DI'tl-GL'it’
I.'iI_il‘l"Ill'l~'E'l' ttiitl i.-'titc r'lit"h"|'l tiii Senate Hill IIHS {HE I I35} wi'iIlt;ii tirily its [Ill cscise |.;i,s ttttfi it-n
large er ]_'iII'iL'l|lll.IlTl _c|g:._i_rt_-1,

As a premium cigar ecnsutrter and enthusiast SB Z135 will preteet tny passieii fer preiniuni
cigars and will titi ltiriger tlciiy ]'!l"l.IIT|lLlICTt cigars piiri ty aritl Iitirrit;-is iintlcr the tart ctiilc,

I"ttt'tltct'tlttil'c. SH llfifi will alsti Iteiiciit retailers. ctirisuiiicrs, :iiitl iii turii tlic stale Itiy cnctiurtig-i ng
in-state piircliases cf premium cigars. the fitted tas rate will allew |it'einii.uri cigar retaileis te
iicltcr |-i-ricc their ‘|'tl'tl'1illIl-5-It-I and ctirrtpetc in thc marltct lcr retail sales ctprcniitim cigars and
tiltimately generate pnsiiice grnwtli ct" in-slatejnhs antt tas revenue.

in additien, HE I I35 is purely a 11-rep-used tas hill; thereferc aity testiiitnny net directly related tn
tasatiu-n sliunlillictiisniisscti as imrcliitcd tcstimeny.

Filsc. I urge yiiti te PR I-Iii FTP-IT these hills I'rtim it-eing “grilled anti rcplaccti“ with nth er I:ingtiage
enrclzttctt ta an cseisc tas c:ig_tiii laggc ur prciuiuin cigtgg-5; it is an uiictitical circuiiiwiititiii anti
ittiitiiriulatitirt i.1l' th-c r_rrti]:it:r preecss li.1r public iti1ri_il1.-'i:ti'ii.:tit.

In clesing. I respcctliilly asl; that yu-u STR'Ctl"iIGI."Ir’ Sl_IPP-DRT IIawai‘i prcntiutn cigar
enusuniers. retailers, distriliuint-s. and l1lEltILtl.’tfllll1't3t'5 and ante a.‘i’l-t en 1-ienate Bill 1l35 written
tiiiiy as an c?-tcis-i; tas cap iiii lii:i'gc t1r ]i|'i:|i|it|:ii| cigttrs.

Tliarllt ytiu liir ytittr liitic aritl I-lllt;‘1l|Ilt.ZiI'I int this IEl.!'Li'l.llt'l|l matter.

iiiiiccrcly,

i /
5i.'=trtati.u'e; P54/,3'i'7f_Z_%-i ljitttc: llliml I Ilia‘

l"i'iiiit-rl 'I"-liitiiitl" l’-i15'F_/'l

l-I:ri1.:til .-itddrcss; l:EIl.Il|I-IIWL-I-fifl€iI -

?'Ti|-i-ts-tit-.;



.-'" ‘Ii..'|i.t.1'l Dtlhu

.r"' ‘st gt?. - ‘ ‘I -lg-I {I P|t'lrttlrtt'IJt"i| Hm

l \ ‘I mfi-H Htrtr.
_,.__ .1-

_ ._ 5.; T‘ -_ __,a__ liilii-'-it-Ii Iii:'-.-.I'-'-i-i ::::: ='|- :1"
Ii":-It-t---'LliiiIjIE -."'i‘.'_F-I‘-_i" '

Cigar Rights nf America, Hawaiii
1-tl-J: Fetzitien tn ti'l'lttJl'~t'l.iL.‘tt' t\il.l]‘l"l.'Ilit.'l' an excise tas cap ef $tI.5tl en large cigars.

I am writing te yeu teday as a eetisuitier ct’ premium cigars aitd te urge yeu re S'l'[t.ONGl.."!t’
FHJPPORT anti ‘i-‘tile t-"t"tt’IiI an Flena-te Hill 1135 {Fill I I35] written enly as an escisc tas cap tin
l:|ri;c cr premium cigars.

its a ptetrtiutrt cigar censutner and enthusiast SB 2135 will preteet iny p-assitiit tier |'i-rciniuin
cigars ant! will nti ltingcr tlcny premium cigars parity anti tiiirncss under the tas cetlc.

|iurtlii..-1-tntirc, SI! 1135 will alsc I1-cric-lit retailers. ccnsiiincrs. and in tum thc state Ii-y cncetiniging
in-state purchases tit" preminnt cigars. '|'lie titted tas rate wilt allew prerniutn cigar retailers te
better their prcdticts and etirnpctc in the tnaritct ii:-r retail sales ci'prc1niun't cigars and
ultiniatciy generate ptisiliyc gt-ttwlli til'iii-sttitejal-is anti tas revenue.

In additieit, tilt I E35 is purely a prnptised tas hill; tlieretiare any tcstintniiy iint directly rclateti tn
tasatiun shetild lie disniisseti as unrelaicti tcstimeny.

.-rtlsu. l urge ycu tn t"*ttEtt EHT these hills freni hcing “guttctl anti replaced“ with ether l:u'tguagc
tini'cl-.itctl l.I:li1lll.1."i.1.'Il'~_1.'Ii|..‘i cap ti-ll large tir[ri'citiitiin_cigars; it is aii unethical circuiiwciititui ttiiti
ntartipulatien ei' the preper preecss ier public in‘-'clyicrnt."nt.

ln elesing, l respectfully aslt that yen STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai‘i prentitirn cigar
i,'tlI1.'-itI.ll1i,‘l"-'. rcltiiicrs, tlistrilititiirs. aziitl itiaiii,i|itcttii'ci's :iiitl '-.-"nit: .-1i.‘t’I"l t'iii Hcnale Hill 1l35 wi'itIi2it

tirtly as ati escisc tas cti]i_ty_i__ltirge t1r_prci11iurr| cigars.

Thtiril; yt_i-i_| |i_i1' ytittl’ time anti tlIlt.."l'lI.'lOi'| t_in this tasiiliini :rr|:it|i:r.

Fiiiiccrcly.

signature: _ _ - g ETD Date; '

l'i'iiitrtl I‘-|;i:iit': ' Il,'|.1l'-I=':'

F.1iiail rttitlnezs; I

liprcdc: Ci UI

sfig._t3 '5'":
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Cjgar Rghta uf America, Hawai‘i
RE: Petitiim l|| E-I-T Fl.{l‘l"~l[il."t’ E-11|PP{}li'.T an Q_!§j§!_i_$ilLj_l_g_lj._l’:_II|]] til‘ $ll._'ill__t'i_|f1_1:1__|'ge eigari.

I am writing Le 3,-nu tr:-;'la;.r at a IJI.'l|!'|5 uiiiar ei'pre|iiiu|ii cigars and at urge jmu tn H'l'H.{}l'tl II-}l.‘h’
Sl.lPl‘fiR'l" and rate :11" E en S-en ate Bill I13-5 {SB 113-5} wrillcu iinly as zrn +:.'t~_:i:~'e t:i:~. cap uri
l[ll'LlJ Ii‘!-l' !ll'1.‘l'lllL'lI'l1 1.T‘lE-il.l'H

.-"ts a premium cigar ceiiaumar :-1r|t'lE:|1Ll1uF;ii3S1 HE I I35 will pmtcet iiiy pasaieri fur ]'lt'Brl'|ll.|.tl'|
ei _:|.§lI.1".S :mti will nu luntgct ticny premium eig:u':~.: parity an-ti fairness under thc tax ea-tlc.

Furlltcrmcre, SB E135 will l|l'.:iI2J bcucfit retailers. cunaumcrs, anti in tum llic slate by e1ic~u-uraging
in-slate ]'lLlIl'liJE1il.'-iflli ulprcitiiutti cigurac. The ii xctl lax rah: will alluw ‘[1l'l:lCT|lLEl!Il cigar n:|.ailcr:-i lu
better price their preduets and camp-etc in the market fer retail aalc-1 cf‘ premium cigars and
LI||ll'l‘|L1|.l.3l}' _i:c1ieri|le pu:-ii1i'»'e gru-1.-vii: ul'ir|-male juha :|ml lax Tt."¢.-'I;.!1llH.i_

In ntltliliun, H-H 11.15 i:~: ritircly at priiptisctl |.l1i'l; hill; lllcrcllirc an 1.-' |t.‘1'ill1I'l'lli1_'§|" niri t|it'ci.'I.|_'g.-' l"l.1|il.|_Ull lu
taztatimt sheuld he dismissed as tuirelat-ccl I-E'3lll11iJ-1'l}".

.-Use, l urge 3-eu Le !'l~‘.l:"-.-'l:.=[*~l'l' these I:-ills fmm lieing “gutted and replaced" with ether laugttage
L||1T"|.'l:|1c\tl I11 ;||'| |.'I1.|_'i:~ic lax. |..‘:|[‘|- t1|| |:||y,1_' ur I'Ili'IL1|l|l1.Il3l'l lJl!:'|i]‘l‘2i: ll in 111i I.||H.:l|1l|.:-ul ci|'1.:t||l1'».-'c|ll_itr|l illltl
manipulatieii cf tlie preper prri-eesa fur public im-'ul1-remcnt-

In Clflfilllg, J re:-i|ieerl’u]|3.= atk that ‘yea S'l'ltU["'i GL1’ SUPPURT Hawaii premium cigar
1.1]-|‘|.‘~'I.lllll.Il':~i, rcl;ii|ct.~:_ tli:~i1ril'it|lu1'.~:_ ;|.tlI.l iiiiiiiufiiclurcrs i.ll‘|i_l rule i"-"|’|i l'l!1 .'*.i-|:||uI.'c ll-ill I I35 writlcu
unlj.-' as an L‘.!'i1;JlHII.‘- ta:-; tap en i;ir1:,+.: ur |1rc|nit|u'| ti-lE,-ilffi.

'll1a.nl-: 1-.-‘cu fer your time and altentiun u-11 this ll:lJ'LE|ll4.lI'J mailer.

Sincerely,

_. . l‘

51!:-"|Jult|r-|:: 1?-7'l;'l §-"l'1_t.--' “ii THIEI -1 l

l‘ri||1:-ll .P~i|||m-: 'h'li"lr+ .l"'|_,-:."r'! .’*’l"‘~l'-'5

lintail ."|.th.iteaa:

Flilicn-dc: {'1 El .1‘
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Cigar Rights af ssnteriea, Hawai‘j
HE: Petition ta 7.:-i'l'l'l.'I.IIl"'l~GL ‘E’ BU 1-'1-‘UH'l' an excise tas rap uI $l].5lI an large cigars.

l arrr writiug ta ycu tetla;-s as a cuusiimer ui']ir¢.111ium cigars autl ta urge ycu tu STRONGLY
f'i[lI‘I"1['.l FIT zuicl ‘I.-'|Ill_|:,! .-\'l|"FI mi ."i-en ate H-ill I I15 {H-H 1135} writleri urilj.-' as an e;t_ei:;:|_f_[;\;a g2_.'i1i_i‘;|1

hast 5!!'P_1'1-1'i'l;"i'LE!.H1'E-

its a preraiura cigar censumcr and enthusiast SB 2135 will preteet my passien far prcraiurn
cigars and will nu luuger tle|1_'_-,r |'ll'L"-TIZlll.lIlIl i_'-iga|':-; parity :i|1-:,l llii r:1i::-;:-; -uritler Lite [as etuh-1:,

ii|.:rlllc|'t:1u1'e, SI] I.l35 will ;llHI.l ltcrlcilil t'1.'I.ul|cI's, |:t1l'|sLtr!||c|‘s_ aritl i|| [um llic slulc liy i:111::ru|'agi:1g
in-state purchases cf premium cigars. 'l'l1c fisccl ta:-: rate will allew prcutiuin cigar rctailcts te
I1-r1icr pri cc lhcir prutlucls and ctinip-clc in lite Tl‘lI-1Ti'i.¢l liar rclaii salcs u|']1rcmi|.||I| cigars and
ultiiiiately ;p_enera1e pasitit-e g:rm~.'l|i efiii-state juhs and tas revenue.

I11 aclelitiau, SE H35 is purely" a prapesctl tas bill; tlicrefere any testimauy-' net -|:lireeti;r related ta
lH."l.i1-l.IlUi'l sltcul-Li be tlisrnisse-ti as untclaltsl ti:-slirriatiy.

Mac. T urge 1-xuii la PR l"i‘-.-’l'-iT'~1T iltcsc hills litari hcing “gullcti lll'lt| rc]'|-lacctl" will": u|l1c1' language
I.l|lrI.'l-1-|l.|.*~tl In all 1::t1.'i_:-Ii: la!’-. e:i|i nu |;|r_1.-'1.-ur |ire||1i1r|11 cigars; ll is an u:1e1.hii;{ll '1;iI'1:t||1'|*|.-'c||liti|1 .;i|'|:,l
TlIillfl'l|Il1.J|illll._T]'l= E_1l_I-l‘|L.' '|.]l'l_‘I'[Ill.,!f prru_;i::-is [iir ]1u|'|-lic i|1'~.-'ul1-'i:|'r‘:crll_

In clusing, I rcspcclflillgl-'i|sltlh:|tyt1uEiTHDl'*lGl.‘r' FIIJFPIHRT ll.-':wai‘i [1f'EIT\i1-II" fligllr
i.'n1tsu||u:r:-:_ reI.;til+.'|'sr |ZllH|l.'il1i,|l.l.'H'5i._ aucl t|1a1tuiflc[ut'crs and "|-TIITII‘ r’t'|’E fill E-Len ate Bifll I13-5 written
ur:|l}' as an uacisc la?-; 1_':|p- u-|'| izirgu tit |'|-|'c|l1ii.l|l'| |.IlgilI‘:-1.

T|'|.'-1r|lt yiiu liar :|'|I1-Ll'F1lTl'|l;‘ arul allculiri-u fin this l.a.s'.atit‘::'| matter.

Eiiiicerclja.

Ir I

552-|"3l'lJl'¢l  J Date: 2 "ll qfi lb

l"ri||li_:|l l"-l;||:|-Q I,-H. Ir E |,|_-7a."-?'--*""'”‘-

Email .-'tr[dress.: _

1-".i1'IcI.h;lr: fill l"’€l ‘ill
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RE: Pctiticu ta Ei'l'1-t.'l]I'~F'l3L'.‘r' SUPP1]R.'l' an excise tas cap uf $11.50 an large cigars.

l arn writing le yea lutlajr as a censumcr 1:-1' ]:a'c1rtiu1n cigars aru] le urge 1.-‘cu lu STRONGLY
l'iLil"l‘li]II~I'I" aurl er-1e .-‘Pt’ I-1 tin Senate Hill I135 {SH I l 35} w|'i1te|1 l'!II'li:|.' as an 5:_.\ti:_]§e1a2t__e{t11_t'_i||
|ill'HLT l.Il'1'II'lL7Ill'lLII'll lLTi_5IlT'l‘\-.

As a |1rrc'miu111 cigar censumcr and eitthusiast SB I135 will preteet 111;-r passiert fer prcaiiuai
cigars E|.1'uIl will tie lririgerrieriy prernium cigars parity and iainiets uiitlerllte t:-1".-r eritlc.

i"I.1:tl1e-nnere. SH 1l35 will alse tienetit retailers. etittsutiiers, :11ul in turn the :-late liy eiieuur-aging
in-state pttrttliascs ef ]:|-reraiuui eifi. The fitted tart rate will allew prcmiura cigar retailers ta
better |‘|-rice their prutluc-1a anti t.:t1-trl]"It.1lt;‘it'| the market iiir retail sales t1l'prctniu1T| cigars antl
LlllllTlCtl.'t3l‘f.-' generate |iesi|i1.'e grewtli ct" in-slate j-alts and tas reveatte.

ln additieit, SH I135 is pure] 1,’ a |:-re|.1-eseri tas hill: tlierefere any testirtteiiy uet directly related te
tasatiaa shaultt he disniisseril as unrelated tesliataay.

»"'I-lac. I urge yeti tri PH i"I"».-'I'il'~lT thcsc hills _i"rurn hcing “gullctl and reiilacetl“ with utlicr language
t1|1|'|:l;t[ct‘l lI2'l- an eiteise tas tII||lIZ't|\ l:=||'ge tit" p:|'emit1:|1i eigztrs; i1. la an tlltclltierti L'lI"i.ILl!1l‘|.'£l'll,l1,'I5|'| and
rttattitiulttlitilt t1i' lite f:rr_i]'a.:r |'|-t't:|.:|:.s.s liar [tultlic ‘lll‘|-'tll'v'It§ll'|-Bill.

lu cllising. lrcsprectlully aslt that yr-at: FlTR=[‘.lNt'Il.":’ SIIPPDRT llawai‘i |1-rerniurn cigar
eaasuuters. retailers, tlistriliirrars, and |ii:uit|f:?|ett1:'ers ruttl ‘rate .-"t‘i*'l:L tat 5-ietiate Bill I I35 written
ut|l_tr as an cseise tas e:i|: an large 11:‘ ]_!Il'tJl'|ll|.ll'|‘l cigar.---

Tliartlr 3-riu liar year time artrl attcntien rat this tasatien inatter.

l‘i-i|tr';e~1"-|;*l}|.',

"1 .
ii-il-1rlat|.u'e: Lllale: Z ' it; - I L__

l'|'ii|t-r-:|'l"-ltitih . "'i""""ll5J"~h"|-4'3"-"'l~ iii I: .El__.-‘-4-"I-"'

l-|'l'li1.ll Addres. FL

Iii:-t,:-.:~|lt_:: ‘ll B ll
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lt l:'.: l'et.it'ien ta ti'l'ItUi"~'Il'.iL‘h" til_ll’l’Ul:t.'l' an escise tas cap ef $tI.5{l en large cigars.

l am writing te yeu tetiay as a eeusumer ufpremitttri cigars and te urge yea le STRDNGIN
HIIFPHRT and yetc A-‘t'E an Ficnale I-till 1135 {HE Elf-15: writlcit mtly as :‘||t _=_f_sgjs¢e_'r_;pt_e_:g_tu1a
lilT|.'|li.' i."l' |'5'I'¢.!l'll-llll7l'l: '5.'lLi.lT‘-‘i-.

.-‘ts a premium cigar censumcr and enthusiast SB 2135 will preteet my passiea fer prcmiura
cigars a1-it! will Ttti ltinger tltrrty premium cigars parity aritl litirrtess utuler the tas cede.

l'-'u1tlu_-rrnere, SI! H35 wiil alse hcnclit retailers, emisuitiers. atttl in tum the state liy elieuuragilig
in-state purchases cf‘ premium cigars. '['he fised tar: rate will allew premium cigar retailers te
better price their preducts and eump-etc in the marltct liir retail salcs ul'|1-rcraiurii cigars arul
ultiiiztately 1;-_ent;|'a1c pesiliye grawlli E'trl|l—HlfllCjtTlJH aari tas reyeaue.

la additi-an. till 1l35 is p-urely a pmpesed tas hill: tl1e1'efe-re any testiaieuy net directly related te
tasatiea sheuld be disrnissctl as urtreiatcti tcslimeriy.

ftlse. I urge yuu te FREE’El*-1T these hills lrern heiag “guttetl and replaced“ with urlier language
Lt|l|'elat|.:tlI1:-:ttt4.'!1.|.'lset:t_*t cap en la[g1.f_i_r_r_i1r_c||1i1t||1 ciwmr; it is an ultctliical c-iretiirr-rclilieat antl
irianipulatiert efllic pre|:|-er preecss let puhlie iiwtilyeitiertl-

I11. elusiitg, irespectfully aslt that yeu -STli'.[l'l"'l=t‘il."r' Fi[]FPt'IFtT [law-ai‘i premium eiga|'
euttsuiiters, 1'e|aile|'s. rlisltilittttirs. and rit:t|tuiac[ttrcrs ztrttl WI-te .'\'|’E en Hen ate Bill Ilfi-5 written
unly as an eaeisc tas cap en iarge tit p-|'c||||u||t cl,-gt|t‘.s.

Thank 3-'-|_i1,| 1111' ye-ur lime arltl itllertlitiri tin this tasatifilt |'|tfltlt|El'.

Flia cerely.

Fiigttillui-ti"! l.Il'at-:: 2' ' I ll Iii!

l‘| |I||».'t| P-3|||1u': '1'--'1-l*"’li-1"?
"-.

li|||:|il ."I.-:l-|_lr-t;':c-1'!

Lipcetie: fill til.-Ir H r
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ltLE: Petitien te S'l'Rl]l"~iCiL‘.'r' SUPPORT an excise tas cap ef $l]'.5'l'.l an large cigars.

I am writing te yea tetlay as a censumcr e:l'preraia'm cigars atttl 1e urge yea le FIT Ft'Dl"'~l1'lL"r’
!~il.lt"'l"'t']-l~l'.'l" tutti elite .-'t."t' I-I ttlt I-it-natc Hill I135 [tilt H35) written ertiy as art 5;gt§i.sie_t;t_3_e_apJ_t|_t
larss1'rit.rs.a.IIa!=a_sIsar>=-

As a prcraium cigar censumcr and enthusiast SB I135 will preteet my passiea ler prcrniarn
cigars aptl will ttt't lrtrtger tlcuy |-iremiuat cigars parity and ’r‘air|tess uit-tler the tas cede.

I-'urtlter|ttu|e. HI! M35 will al-su lreitetil retailers, er-ttsuutcrs, and in tt.rr|t tltc state lty elteeuraging
in-state ptaeltases ef premium cigrrs. The iisetl tart rate will allew prcrnium cigar retailers te
itcller |'|-rice lltcir prurltte-ls arttl ettrn pelt: irt tltc trairltct litr retail salcs r'r|‘|'|-re:rltiar|t cigars attrl
ulliittately generate pesitiye grewtlt et" in-slate jttlts and ttat reyen uc.

ln additien, EH I I35 is purely a prepesetl tas hill; titcrcte-re any tcstimeny net tlirectly related ta
l.|i:t.';11it_m s]-multl be tlisrrtissetl as uitrcl at cit testimrmy.

-slse. l urge yuu te PRFI‘-fl'il'-1T tltese hills ti-tan l-icing “guttetlarttlre|tl:1ecr'i“ with ether language
tmrclalctl tn all y.j_:5_eisg las eap it-rt l:u'ge rt|' |‘rre|ttit||tt_r.'ig.'|rs; it is :m tlttelltieal eireuttt s-eltiittrt arltl
rrttrnipulttlitttt ttl' tlu: prtiper |'|-t‘ttct:s..s iitr |tultlie irwelyentcrtt.

in clesing. lremcettitllyasit that yuu HTRt'}l"~lt2].'i’ I-itJl‘t"tlIlt'i‘1-|awai‘i preatitrat cigar
ce||tsu|:|te|'s. retailers. rlisl|'ilt-utels. and ttta|tt|the.tt|t'et's :u‘:tl ‘attic r"t\"|il it-t'| Senate Hill 113-F wtilten
tally‘ L|_s illl cst.'isc la?-L cap tut large t1|' ttt'1.'-tttltlltj e_igars.

Thank yau litr yrtttr time t‘||'|t'l attcntien ea this taitatiert matter.

Hiitecncly.

Sigaturez f£“—"— Hate: $ fat‘: ,-1' fa-

|'ri|1l!|,'tl l"-la||||-t; El":-'-_r|.-ti is u"-"'- l"""--"- -'1-“I.

FI|ttail -itrltlress:

.-"ii]'||_a_1|;l-t_*1 qfg -Ii’ 5' l
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Cigar Rights ef America, Hawai"i

RE: Fctilier: 'le 5Tl1Dl"iGl.‘i*' SUPFHRT an eseise tas cap t|l_$tl!._5U mt large cigars.

T ttrrt writing 1rt yttu turlay as a t;t.1Tl!-il,li|Tlt:flil_I]'l'TI:E|I'lilJ.|I'l cigars and ti‘: urge 1.-'t't'|.t ttt Ei'l'I'l.ll]]""i'[iL'1"
I-itJPl’U}t'I‘ arid -retc =’t."t’l1I an Senate Hill 2135 tH[i 2135} written nttly as an eseise tas cap an
large er prcnttuttt cigars.

-its 1| prcrniutn cigar ermsutner arttl entltusiasl ii-B I I35 will prttlect rlty |ta.ssit'at thr prelttitlltt
cigars and will rte lenger deity premium cigars parity attd fairness urttler the tas eetle.

r'tt|t_ltcr'1ttere, as H35 will alse It-ettelit retailers, eensumers. and in tum the state by cnceuragieg
in-state purchases efptrcntitlm cigars. The liserl tas rate will allttw prentiutn cigar retailers tn
hetter price their prn-ducts and cempete in tltc marltct fer retail salcs ef pretniam cigars and
ultiatately generate pesiliye gran.-"tit t1lIitt-:~Ilt|1|..*jtrl"|t~ and tas revenue.

in a-|_ltlilit‘rn. EH I135 is |J-arely a ]'_I|'Ii_‘||f.lt_'t.';i-'l,.'1i_l tas hill; lherelirre :rt|_y tcsliltltrtiy ||t1t directly related lit-
tas ati en sheuld he dismissed as unrelated tcstimeny.

.-‘tlsu, I urge ynu la l‘li.l-I"-."l-It-l'l' these hills tiertt lteing “gutted and replaced“ with ether language
trrtrelaletl In an L'."H-.'l!'-IL‘ tas cap u|t_l._:_5§ge__trr |t-|'c||tit||n cigars; it is an uitelltic-al elreullwelttlttlt rtlttl
manipalatinn nl' tlte prnper prn-cess Far puhlie int-elremenl.

In cla-sing, I res-pectttilly ask that yea I-.i'l‘lt.t.l-t"~lt‘.iL'i’ SlJI~'l“El=RT Hawai'i premium cigar
eensumers. |'etailc|'s_ tlistrihuturs_ arid tna:tu|'acturcrs and 1.-'tt-te -Vi"!-I mt Hcnnle Ii-iIl1l.15 written
nnly as an eseise tas cap un large -ar prerttium cigars.

Tltaitl-: yeu fer year time and artetttiett an this tasatien n1altt1'.

Hill-lI€I"'i.'Il_':|-'._

Signature: _ Elate: %/‘Ll/ll‘

Printed l"-.'ttl'|i|:‘I l--'9"-"'-"-J

Hntall .-luzldtces:

.'?'ip-in-tle: ii El’ 31 I-l
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Cigar Rights ef America, Hawai‘i
RE: Petitirrrtr tn E-i'l'Iil.t_'l't"rlt.il_-‘t’ ti-l.l PPl'.]'li|'.'i' an eseise tas cap ef $ti.5ll en large cigars.

l a.m writing te yeu teday as a eensunter etiprentium cigars and te urge yeu ‘te t~i'1‘ll'.l'.‘l-["4-t.'i l_.‘t’
lri-|.lI'I’l'.}ll'.'[' a.ra.l ante .r"'r-.‘!rr" 1'1 rm Hcnalc liill I-I35 {HE II-3-Fir written nnly as an fig-mtirg rag r'r_r_'r
lilfgli.‘ f'll' ![F1I.‘l"|l-llll'l'| Clflffi.

Its a premium cigar censumcr and enthusiast SH 2135 will preteet my passierr thr premium
cigars and will nu Irrrrgcr deny prcrniarn cigars parity and Fairness under the tas cede.

Furtherrtrrtrc. lllzli 2135 will alsa hertetlt retailers. eurrsurrrers. arrrl irt tum l.Itc slate hy erterruragirrg
in-state purchases at" premium cigars. The lised tas rate will allew premium cigar retailers tc
hetter price their pretluets and ctrmpete in thc marltct Fer retail salcs efprcmium cigars and
rrltirrrrrtcly generate prrsitirre grewtlr t1lIiIt-1-ittttc_iel‘rs and tas rcycrtrrc.

lrr adrlititrn. Fill; 11.]-5 is purely a |'rrr.rpr_rser:l tas lt-ill; thereltrre any testitrrtrtty :nr_rt r,lirer.:tIy relutetl ltt
tasatietr slterrld he dismissed as uttrclated tcstimeny.

r"-.lse. l urge yen te I"I-lE"r'El'~l'l' these hills frent hcirrg “gutted and replaced" with ether language
rarrelated 1c :rrr 5.-geipe_t_;gt_ gag t_g|_lit_[£_e_t1r_11E_t_1gitg[n_eI|f',t|;'-2; it is an ttt'tr:lI'rie:tI r.:it'r;u|'r1'r-'crttit'rr'r anrl
mrrnipuialien elthc pru-per preecss Fer puhiir inrreir-'crncttt.

In clesing. I respectfully aslt tltat yea STRONGLY SUPPORT Hart-'ai‘i premium cigar
errnsumcrs retailers. distrihutera :rrrd marru [hcturcrs an-r.l ante .~!t.‘|’E en Senate Bill 21.!-5 written
arrly as art gseise t;rs_r:ar'r rrtt large _rrr_ |:IIfr:miuI1'r.r.'ir.ttrts.

Thartlt yea fer" year time and attcntien en this tasatierr matter.

Hirreereiy_

;..--=~.-.-5: er." ._. a
Signature: _II --_*' _ IIJ't||t:! R Fiili ltllti

I'ri|r.1r:r,i Name; Flernprrl I1 ____ __ _ _ ____ _

Ii-rllail ."r.tIrIr1:'rr-.! L__ _ _ _ ,_ ‘III __ __ _____ _ _ _

i"'.i|1rr'_'trtIrr3:-1 _____’__ _ __ _ ___ _
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_Ciga,r Riglrts cf stmeriea, H_aw
RE: Iletitierr ta H'I'l~ltl'r"'rI t;l_.‘t' .'~ltII‘F't'}Ii'.'I' an e.'tr.'isr: tas eap_rr;l' S_r[l.St_’t ill]: tug; gig; rs,

r'£IE:

Hr III-I “is I-in

l ant writing te yea tedrry as a eerrstutter elpremlrrnt cigars and tn rrrge yrrer tu hr"l'H!rlI.'ll"'r!=I'_.‘l."t"
-'iilr‘l"l'\'1'H'l" rrrrd r-"etc .-’t"r'[-Len Hertate liiIlII'.‘l5t."~2ll 2|.‘-it'll wrirterr rtrtl} as rtrl r-gets; rrr_s gr;-tg|_r
g_r|;g5,~gr[ prerttir,rr!_r__r.'ig;tr.5.

rtsa prertrirrrrr cigarerrnsumer aarlentltusiast till 2135 trill pnttect my passinn liar premium
cigars and will nrr ienger -tletry prerrriurn cigars parity arid fhintess under the tas cede.

4

I-Itrrtlrenrture. tili lI.‘l5 will alsrr herretit retailers. errnsrrnters. .'rn.rl tn ltrrrr the state lry erreerrmging
in-state ]'.rurehases elprenrirrrtt cigars. '1'lte lised tas mic will allew ]:u'erttiLrrrt cigar retailers ta
hetter price their predtrets and cempelc in the marltct Far retail sales et' prearium cigars and
rtliimately generate pnsitisc grewtlr rrt'ia-state jehs and t:rs rer.-enrre.

lrr :rr.lditiurr. Pill 21.15 is purely rr |trrrpu.sed tas hill: rltcrelirre any tesrinarny aut directly related re
tasatiatt sheuld he dismissed as unrelated restirrtnrry.

rtlse. I urge yrrrr tu l-'lr‘.li'r'tiI'~.|'I' these hills I'rerrr heirtg “gutted and replaer.-ti“ with rrtlrer l:rrrgrrage
rrnrelrrted te an eseiga-_t_;r_s rap pit l__t_|l'_g-r'_r;1lf prer_r_rju_rrt eig.1r.s; it is an rrrretlricrrl t.'ir‘t‘ttlttr'cnlrrrtt and
rttrariprrlatirrrr at tlte |t-rrrpr.:r pnreess tirr |-ruhlic irn-rrlrerrtertt.

in elasirrg. l respcetftrlly tltat yea li’I‘ltt}l'rItT;l..‘r" SIJPHIRT Ilaw:ri'i p-rerrtiurtr cigar
cerrsurtters, retailers, distrlhuters, and tttarrtllIEa.'ttrrers and rule it ‘fl-I en .'r'-rnate llill 21.15 writterr
nnly as arr t'.§:_r;j_.se_trpt cap rt-r'tj:j_i};_5' -If'I~lf_1'lI‘t,_‘1,1_'!lI_lI'I_1 eiggrjs.

'l'iarnl." yea ti.-tr yuur time art.d attcntien an this tasati-an matter.

Sincerely.

Eligrutarer _ _ _ II _ _ _ Hull‘:

F"rirr|t'di"~'-"trite. Ethan III-_I»lJ-l'Jli-'-l~1'l5'lI"-lrl.

F ni.ril .r"ulrlrrss' fioufllildflfflll -II-'i"IlIIII

.i-".rpeede: _ __
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<2lg} c;-ill-'r-1.»_ LII I Hi

_(_frgar' Rghts nl'Arnpri¢a_LHa}1qaj “i
HE‘ P‘-'"'i"" '-'" 5'rRu~“'-if-3" -'5U|'P"F-T RB Qsciw lax ra11-‘ ul'S\‘1_5[l on |n[E5'F_i.H=i1‘§»

I mi: writing tu ;.1:=|.| lfltlflj-' rm .1 l.'Uli|.*il_|lIl|;‘l' r:=l'|1-r1=-|:|1i4.||11 cigarrs zmil In nrgr yuir m s»:'|'1rr.m"r;r.\'
l'il.|l-‘Fl’?!-IT :J|'n:l wrri: A."l"l-I HJI l'i|.*||ulr* Hill I I35 {E-ill Il','1‘-5} wrH[L:|| mil]: |.l1'|- 4111 5-,w;£i;|,-_|,;|:l-1;.;|;3:|3
!_:!|_'gr.' 15:1-_+.r_-g|:|i1|lr:| :.'i_g:|_r‘.'-5.

A5 u premium cigar i:u:1$|.um.-r and enthusiast SI-I IL15 will |Jl'uiL‘Cl |n_r pusslun Iiir |m:r11i|_m1
uigura and will nu lnngr.-r r.lr:rr;.' premium ::ig;|rs purity and fi|i1'ru:s.~: umlur lliv um L‘:'|:,;|'1,'.

4

l-'|.|rllh:rm|.m:. fill I135 will al:-hr hcnclil: l'1.‘llillI.'l".5'. 1:::-r|s::r|:|::r:-s. zmcl in mm lhu 51:11 i: by wicuurzigiarg
in-:-rmn: purchases |:+l';1r:rr:iur.|1+.-ig-in-la. Thi: fixr.-d lux rate will al!::m.' prc111ium izigar rcmiiurs H1
l:n:tl1.:|']1rir.‘+;*ti'|r:ir ]1I'uLli.h:15 and r.-mripeli; in the nmrket Fur rcluil sales u-l"|1ri.~miLm1 cigum and
lllIiFllilli.‘l}" gr:ru:-nun: |11_r:=:iIi\-:: pgniwrh =ii'i|1-s1arrjr1hs nml Lux FL!'|-"i."I1!lIl'. '

In mlditiurr. E-ill 21.15 in ]1llH:'|}-' :1 |,’lI'I:1]Jlllhil.‘I;.l tau-1 hill; |[|r:n.:li1ru any :i::ilin'rur|}r mi -|.ii ft1'1;:!l]|" rr:Iur::d In
lmcatiun shmrld hi: ilislnisficd ms llIlFl."llIllZ'l2'l L»:~srinu:u1}=.

Aim, l u11:i: grim In Plilf 1|.-'|E'£i‘a'T Ll!|:::ii: hills li'c1m hcilrg “j..ElllIl":ll and r|:]".|i:u.:::|:l" wilh nrh-9: l:||1;.;ruq_-.1:
1ll1FI;‘l'Jl_L‘il I11-ill] 5:;-;i:i.*g' ljl.‘-I l;;1|1-q_1r_1_ Fury.-__gy' ;:|_r;*||1_ig||1ii;igr_r[r; it in un 1|-rrrllaiczri cincuum-::r|li:|l1 uml
armniri-u!;|-iiuri nl'!lu.- |1-rupur pruuuus liar rnihlic im-u-II.-=:|:1i::11.

in clnsring, I r+.~.sp1:|:t1‘"uil}' ual: thal }'£lu S‘l‘l~H}N{;l.":' H[1l"l"'l'.ll1tT Ii:|w:1i'i prc:|1iun|i:i;e,nr
=:ur|.'-IurI'l=|:-r=.c, ri:lail::r.~;_ distrihulurs. :u1rl mum|1':u:lL|r|:1':r nml will: A'|’I-i nu Hcnalc Hill I135 'WTl“L'l'|
unly as an gxcim: l4_1_.§i'_1.'g=;_!g_:1:_|__l_:|_|';,;|.~ 1IF]]1“1_;_'_mlljLI cig::r.\:.

l'li:u:li ynu fur yuur liine u_n|:‘.| uuerrliolu on l|']lE-I ilrxariran nlittlcr.

Filnl-:i!I‘El}'_

5.‘i-ig.l’|."ilill‘L‘;_ l __ ‘ _ _ I-‘H1 /lfii:
F"l'i-|'-|H:£ll"i'-i1.1'l1ri': H-"‘_ E:':'wL"li¢H-5‘I- _

!"||mi| .-‘l-clilrr.-~i-.' W“ m"[|h"'|| I '|"5"'ilrl'-1,‘! |"l-{H-A F EI'"'-1"'“|"i!'~i-|'- ll?“

.£i-pa-Iu-dr.~: _ Ll
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Cigflr ,R_igl1tls pf A ntclrieag Haw
Feliliun Ilfll §'i|_lPI"[_,'l]I'r 3|] !'|_-ffgg [33 Q!” “_|' ‘En |_a|_-fly tjgariEr I-+

I“-

|-l

I El" “fllilte T" Fflfl lfllflfllrr "5 *1 ¢fim'»un1er=1I'nrcr1:iu|n eigilrs and tn Llr]_.!:: 1.1111 In srltrmr:r.'r
HIFPPHHT Eltltl Wilt: EFF: Dll Henlilfe Bill Illlfi lHH I I35] I-'l'r'ill.|.'|| 1:I|||_1.* |::-: an g,u;l_*i;-.=,~ |_;|,~j ea_E_1:11
_lgljgr.'_ur fl-ri.1lgig,|||| _eig_a_rs.

As a premiere cigar ceclsunler an-:1 enlliusiasl SB I135 will pmlcet my passien lll-I‘ premium
eigers and will nu lnnger l'len}|.- premium eigsrs p:t|'iI}' eml titirness under the tas cutie.

l-'nr1.I:|errnare. l-ill I l3-5 will .:=lsn la.-lielit retailers. ennsiinlcrs. and in turn ll-re stete by etlerruraging
in-slate pureltases el'pren1iutn ei The lite.-el tas ralc will allew premittm cigar retailers le
belter price their prmlucts and ennipete in the market liar retail seles nl‘ premium eig.-as nntl
lllIll1lflll.‘l}' genemte pesitivc grc-wlh pl‘ in-slaiejehs aml lns revenue.

in irtltlilinn. .'-lll 2135 is |1u|'el_'-, a ]:=rn|'ms-etl Ins l1Illl;lll\L'IlI'll;1I'll' any li.‘!-lllillflllj-' r|nl1.l:ireetl}' related tn
lil."l.-illllllll !ill£1lllLl be tlisrliissctl as unrelated teslinttzny.

Alse. I urge ]nr|.| le i‘l-l E"v'lEl'~.|T Lllese hills {mm llttillg "grilled am! rcplnectl’ 1.-.-:itli ether language
unrelated [e an es,cise_t;e5 eag an |a_rge_p_rpgerp_i_r.||1'r c[g;uf;1; it is an I.lll|:!'ll'|l|.'lll i..'ll'lI.‘|.lllI'|-'l.'IIll'il-ll Il|‘l|1.l
ITlll|'l'l|'l'llllll2lHIl ul' the pm-per |.1naeess lirr |1uhli1.' inenlsernenl-

In elesing. I respeetfirllyasl: ll.'l1ll_",|-'-l'l|llS'l"H'll.'l-l""l'l'..l'l'."l" SLIFHJRT llau.-ai'i premiere cigar
censnrners. retailers. tlistri hitters. era] manulaelurers aml were .-\‘r'l-I fill ."i-enale Bill I I35 wrillcll
mil]-' 1'-Ls an gtcise lag. 1,I_§flll__lm lagge pr pregtrirrg eig.-res.

'll1ar|l. 3-nu lllF }'l}I.ll‘ lime and attcntien en ll-tis iesalien matter.

Sincerely.

;_i£.M,m: I _ _ _ l1'.'E|l:I ii He_

I-"ri|:|lI:-ill"-linrl-It: l_l5ll“-fill _l:l'i+‘-lb] H

l-Irnail.-'|.:l|lress: :j4‘ll"'-l.l"]'ifin- lill-ll-lt'lfi"|lLVil'r|é;'i‘fllJ1'1'll"l'l‘l'l*':'fl'fl
u -.

I- -E

l-lip-cede: _ El’ -
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{¢ll;L-E,-7*";-'i!?‘, 'gfl-F‘ -.__-1*-._. hIh||—:|Il'I\, "-
'r"“"--iii?-11,1‘; __ --.-—51'.lflll-|:ll.|‘§_.-=' "

.Cic=11'.Ri2l1l$. Hf Amer
HE: l’elit‘it;tn te -‘_ti'l"lill.'.'I'l"l~l'.'iI.'|*' 5| ll'Pfl'HT' fin excise lax c5|y|l'§i[l.i5ll nu lafggcigam.IH IiE.
lam "l"-"l|l"l.-l TH It'fl'l=l 1*-"Elli!-' its -ll cuttsnatcref p-rcmium cigars sari tu urge yau ta .'~lTl~l\lll'~l~f-‘L "t'
5| -lF'PUFl'.'l" nncl rule .-!t.'|"'l'I en licnrllc Hill I I35 l-.‘!il:l EH5] ‘written rally as art e.s_1._'rs_|.- Ins: t.','gp_=|_t1
large urpt-et_ni||_nt eigprs-

As a prctniuta cigar eettsittner era] eatl1|.e:ia_st SB IIIJS will preteet my pessiue liar premium
cigars :tFttl will nrr lpnger elerty p-retttiunt cigars parity itml litirness tn-trier the tas l;‘ttrit,'_

I-ltrrherrttttre. EH JJ35 will alsu I1-enclil retailers. cans umers. a:|'a.l in turn the state lty erreattragittg
in-slate pirrchascs ufpremian: cigars. The liscd tas rate will allew premium cigar retailers ta
helter price their f‘H'tJ-t.llll.‘l5 and cempetc in the rmrrl-.et liar retail sales pl‘ premium cigars artrl
ultimately generate pesitive gruwtlt at" in-state jahs and tas revenue-

lrt tall-lillml. Hli 2 I35 is purely a pnupesetl tas hill; tlterelitre any testimeuy nut directly relrtlcrl ta
lasttl irm site-ttltl he distttisrml as Ltrtrelarcd leslirnuny.

l-“Ills-rt. l urge yeu te F'l1lli"t-'*l'Il'-l'l" lltcse hills Fre-tn ["-eittg "gt11tt.'d and rep|acet_l“ with ntlter lrrrtgttage
Lll1I't'.'lIl'll.*t.l tu an eseg-t,1_ lg; cap git lil|t_‘_|;_§L§_t_tt'J]»tjt:t1litl11tttig_{|t':-t; it is rut unethical ciretttnyetttiutt aurl
trtzrrtipalati-.m ul'the primer preecss liar pahlic in-.-ul-.-entcrtt.

in elesing. l respe-ctl'|.tl|y ask. that yea .'ilTRtT.l'l"Illil."l’ Rl_!I‘Plll'l.T llawal‘i pretttiant cigar
ceasuirrcrs. retailers. riistrihuters. anti manulitcttarers nml rate .-fill-I mt Senate lilill H35 'wril||.:rt
enly as an +,g.'ci;a.' l'L]__'§__|;'it.1't:l§lt_l-:lt'Er‘ gr_pr_entit_r[t1_e:hg,;:t3i.

Tltitnl: ytzta liar ye ur time ancl attettticm ett this laazatien matter.

Sirrcetcly.

- - !.I .. . ‘l -- 3.. - tr.
!*i\tEl1'-'ttllt|rc;'l'i"["':'liF".i'é"k{" £1’ _ _ _ 173"!‘ _ fl _ -

Ft*fit-lr.'1:l- i"'-|'rtr1'||:;|-H‘-:l""|: .l lrifrflru _r'7|}J£lfl lflflrr

liateil |"'|.I.lI.lI|:".'n_ T1‘ art 1'i~rat"=l£:‘=‘f-‘l*-'- t s-1-is
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.Cieer.Riahl§ -‘tlAmsrir=t1.Heafli‘i
HE: llelitiun tn Hl'Hl".l'i"'i-t‘.lI.'r' HI lPl"t‘._}RT art gttcise tas l.‘t£|]t uf I-ll.5t'l an la1'ge_t;j|;ars_

t am writing tu yea tuday as a cattsttrtter ctiprerttium cigars autl tu urge yuu ta l-l"l'll'.~t"ll'~tt';[.‘t'
HI TPFDHT amt 't'ttlt;I' .~lt'l’F'I urt l-lctule Hill Iljll {Eli I Ill-it writtett urtly as att cy ci_st.-_r_as gg|'t_u|t
_la:r'ge t,_tr11reutittttt gig.-:|_rs.

.-"'Lt~: a preutitatt cigar cettsuttter and ctttltttsiast SB I135 will preteet nty passiuu as premium
cigars taut will nu iattger dieuy premium eiga rs parity am! fairness under tltc tas cutie.

l-ttrtiterrnure. ."-ill I I .‘-l5 will alsu it-ettetit retailers. cults umers. and in tttrrt the slate by enettttragirtg
itt-state pttrcltases al'pren-tittnt cigars. The liseel tas rate will allew premium cigar retailers tu
iteaer price their prudttcts and cuatpcte in the rttarlrct fur retail sales ut"pretttiuttt cigars amt
ultimately generate pttsitit.-‘e grawtlt ul lttestate _ial1s and tas revenue-

in at.lditiut|, l-ill EH5 is purely :| prtztp-usetl tas hill; tltcreiitre arty testitnuuy rtut directly related ta
lt3.'~l-'ttlttt't sltuuld |:te rlistttissed as ttttrelatetl tcstittttsty.

Alsu. I urge yen ta l’l+':|—I"t-’Fl‘tl'I" these l-tilis Ii-um lteirtg "gutted! and replaced“ with uther laaguage
ttrtrelatetl lt‘.t-tlltt.'g_:_t:l_.*~tt:lt_1_t;,__t;_;t_]'t_r3tIt @_tjgctt_r;'g'etglgtttFtjg;tr_s; tt is an ttttethicnl cirettttwetttiutt attd
rrtattipultttitttt ut'|ltc pruper prut.-ess titr ptthlie i|t'tttl'rt.'tttt::ttl.

tn elesiag. l respcetfttlly asi.-. that yau HFRUNULY HI ll'P~t'.‘tR'l" l laaai'i premium cigar
curtsuntcrs. retailers. distrihutars. aud atanutlacturers and rate .-'|.‘t*'E tt-tt -‘-l-emtte I-lill Illfi written
uttly as tut t.~L:_is~.'_tu'i_ £1111 utllat-_ge ttgprenjtitttg cigars.

'l'ttnttl.' yuu liar yuur time and attcntien ettt this tasatiutt matter.

Ftineerelyl

It ' -'l-lignature: _ __ _ _ _ U"|l'3-/5'/lit‘

l-‘ritlltet:ll"-l:_t|1te!_ S_‘lillll'?l'l""" .. .

,._,g,,._g, I rstsr.utatctrct ’-'t'i;t.t {li]'},~rt,|.-.tIt.’_jt,t-tEtt'\»*’
-"It|tr.'tttle. I _
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Cigar Rights‘ uf ;\Lmc_rica, Haw _
HE: P'|1'fifi'l'.l|'|I [ll 1"] £Ifi_|;[t- E-|-1_|:iJ1 n|"_$fl:Ffl_?n '1-

It? -ill -'2

l arrt writing ttt yuu tuduy as a t.‘t.tttst.t.t-t'tt:r uf',|-rretzt-titrnt cigars :tnt.'l ta urge yet-rt ttt i~l'l"lrtt'.tt'tttt'lI.‘t'
ltlll l’Ptil‘iil'l' atttrl cute .t't.‘lr'l'l ua ll-it.-rtttte lllll Il.‘1‘-5 lllll 2l.'l5tt wrirtert rt-ttly as art gr-gs rgt ygp rgr
_lgrgt.[ ttr ft-|'t.-_tttit,ttrt t;igtt_rs.

its a uretttittm cigar crtretunter and etttltttsiast -till 213.5 will pmtect my ptrssiurt ll-tr pretttiutn
cigars and will nu lurtger deny pretrtiurtt cigars parity atttl t'ait-ness ttmler the tas cutie.

l-'ttt‘tlterrttttre. l-ill I [J5 will alstt hettelit rctatlcts. ct:tttst.m1ers. atttl in tt.1t'n the state lty ertecturtgittg
irt-state pttrcltases ut'premiLttrt cigars. ll-re fiscal lt't.'~: rate will allew premiuut cigar retailers ta
better price their praducts autl curt-tpete in the marltct iitr retail sales uiprerttittru cigars ttt:tt;l
ultimately generate pesitiye grctwth tat" in-state jehs anti tas rct-emte.

ltt atltlitirst. 7'-ill» II35 is purely a prrtpascd tas ltiI|: tltereliate arty tcstimtmy uut directly related tu
tasatiutt sltuultl be rlistttissetl as unrelated testirnt:trt_y. _

r‘tlst:t_ I ttrgc yuu ta l‘lt'tl-I‘t-’l~ii‘tlT them I-tilts Frutu it-eittg “gutted and replaced" with ether‘ ltutgttage
ttnrelatetl ta an cscim t_tts_e:t_p gtt_ latjgc_t_tt[ |t_t_gt_tt_igt_tt cigars: it is atr ttnetlticnl trit'er|ttt't't.'lttltttt tutti
tttttt|i|tt|l-alitttt trt'tlte pruper |‘tl'-tH.'t.':~l.'s litr puhlic itt't-'ttl-tenrettt.

ltt clusing. i respectfully asl: ll1t-:tI y-t_tttl-s'I'R£}i'tl{ll.‘t’ SIIPPU-H'l' l-lawai‘i prerrrium cigar
cuttsurtters. retailers. rlistrilttttrtrs. and m:ttttttIactttt'ers ttutl care attti‘. tttt ll-enttte lllll llilfi written
rtttly as an eseise tas t::||'tt_t_tl'|_l:_tt‘g5:_t1t'1't|‘t:|rli_t_m'_t__t:lgtQi.

'l'lta.al»; yea titr yuur time at-tt:l attettticra an this tasatiun matter.

ttrttr.ettely_ '-

_- ‘I . - tr is ' - ml
__ _ _ IJ-at-t:. _ _ _

Pt't'ttterl l‘-lathe:

l'|ttail.t"ttl:lrt1.-sq .ll,.l'|'*" -

=1ie=*1=='i-'tlt?lll -
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‘its _IIu -ii
Qlflllr Rlflll is qfrtmcrica, Haw-

l'll'iI l'c1ilit:tn tu l'i'l'tlt‘.tl.'I'i"tl'l.-'l...‘:" -‘til 'l'P‘l'.Itl~l‘.'l' art ett.t:isc1tt:t; ca|1r.'rI'ltll.I._*it]' utt laljitt‘ Iliflirttt.

l 3'" "*""'lllT'l-l ill It'll‘-l l"~l"-ll1.'t'El!l ll t-'-'l'1'I!~1lIl11t‘l‘ ttlttretnittnt cigars and lu urge yutt trt .‘~l'I‘ltt-t'§ll'~i'l-'l.'l~"
l'i|ilPP"U HT and ‘I.-'ttte' .-1t.'I'I'I l't-l'l- ."it.'rta te lllll Ililifi till-l Il_'1'-5} writtett ttnly as ant gst.'_i_~a_-_gt.s_et'tp rig
large ur prg_t]ti_rt:|tt c_iga_rs.

rts a prernium cigar crtnsurner aasl c|tll‘tttsi:t.sl SB I135 will preteet tny passictn titr premium
cigars and will nu lctager deny pretrrium cigars parity attd ti-tiraess trttrter tlte tas cutie.

l-'ttrt|t-t.'rtttut'e. HH 21.!-5 will ttlsu hcttelit retailers. euttsttmers. and in turn the sttttc hy ettcutrraging
itt-state putcltascs ut' ptetttitatt cigars. The lised tas rate will allew p-t'erttil.tt'r| cigar retailers ta
hcttcr price their pruducts and can-tpete itt the marltct liar retail sales ttt'prert1it.tm cigars amt
ultimately generate pnsititrc gruwtl1ul'itt-statejnhs and tas res-ertue.

llt tttltlilitttt. Eli IIJS ls ttttrely it ttrurtttsctl tas hilt: tltercture tttty testitnutty t1tttrlirr.~etiyrelatctt.ltu
ta.‘-talttttt sheuld he dismissed as unrelated testirttttny.

tltlsu. I ates _'r'ttu te i'l1ll_i"t-'l?l"~l'i' tltcse hilLs t’retrrt lteillt-5 “t='-"|l'i‘tIl “Ilil "l-ll-?'lil"-‘til-1“ ‘Willi '=-lll1fl' llJ11l~l""t-ll-“'
rtrtrelatetl than egeigejpr_eap_g_rt laryy ttr_p-t_-egt_it_tgt cigttrs; it is tut uttcthteal t:irt.'ltr|tt-ettlltttt and
I1'lItlll|‘t-ttlltll1tt't ttt' the pruper prrtcess titr pttttlie rrtculyctttcttl-

In elusit-rg. l respcetlitlly asl: that ycttr 5"I'lt'ttItl"tl’lJll..'r' .'i-;i.lll‘Ft'_Il‘-tT liawai‘i pttetniuttt cigar
eartsutrters. retailers. distrihtttacs. and manutircturers and 1.-etc ttt.‘t’l-I rttt Senate llill III-I5 written
flair is at +a~'s.is'.tt1-tt .s=ta.ett-l=-taste rretttt-ttt .t"a:=.tt's-

'|]tattl-. yea tar yuttr littte atttl attcntien ettt this tasatiutt tttalter.

iiirteerely.

.' __ ._| If

SiEl'latt.tre:_ '-':%llr,lt'l'l-"-'l-" ;'v'l%""l‘l'1':.- _ _ - - - Hi“: - 5--"Id:-all III. ‘IEi, _
Pt-in-teti 5"-ittme: 1?"-‘r'l4. ill-l_t_J.t'.t _ _

l.'t|ttt.it t"ttlt:l-t[t.".s~.:
1" tt.

.t'ftIl"1ud=t:: l|'1'r'rl)
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Eiesr Rieha at emeritus Haw
liilti: Ptrtilitttr tttt l!l'l'ltltT.l'l'tltTi L‘tt' l~il_lPP[j|-|{T in £“-i;,l- ml |_-an Hf 54-_|__-5|; an |fll_g£ [.igm._g_

l '1'“ "'l’l'-lllllfi '1" It'll" ll-lilill‘ all ‘1 mngnnuir llllllltfntitttrt trig-'.tt'.'-3 tttul ttt urge _t. ctt_t tn l~lT'ltlt ltt"tllTil.\-'
l'tl.lPl"l'lIRT attrl yrtte .-lt.‘r’E utt Senate llill 21.1-l-itfltlli 2135] writtcrt trrtly as angsggsi.-__r.;pt_tg1|tgt_1
l_a_rge_t;tr [ttt'c*[rt_i_||_|rtt_t."ly,;iJ.t1-;.

-"lt.5 a prerttium cigar cut-rstuttcr and enthusiast ltilzl ZIJS will prutetct rtty passintt fur pretttittm
ctltars and will nu lr:-ttger rlerty |trerttit.tt1t cigars parity arttt litirrtess untler the tas cutie.

l-ttrtttertrtutc. HE lll.'t5 will al.-at hettetit retailers. cnnsuaters and itt lttrtt tlte state hy encuttrttgirtg
trr-state pttrchascs ut'p-rentium cigars. ‘lite titted tas rare will allew pt-entittttt cigar retailt:r.s tct
hetter price their prudrtets and cnrttpcte irt tire tau rltet lhr retail salcs rtlprratiuttt cigars attd
ultimately generate pa-sitis-'e grtawth ttt'in-state_inhs and ttts re'retttte.

ltt adrlitirt-rt. Hll 2135 is purely a prr_t|-ttt.-etl tas hill: tlt-crelitre ruty tcstrttturty rtnt tlircctly related tu
tasatiutt slrttrtld he distttrssed as tatrelated tcstimeny.

Ftlsu. I urge yea ta PH i_~‘l.t'liI*-l l' these hills ti-urtt being "gttttetl and replaced“ with ether larrgtragr.-
urtrelatetl trrattesegg-_[r1s_cgyt utt_l_at'gert];pretttigt_rt cig_.|tr_s: it ts att ttrtetltieal circttrttsetttirrrt artd
tttartiptrlatiutt ttt‘tlre pruperprucess lltr ptrhlic itteultetttettt.

la clesiag, l respectfittily ask tltat yuu itl'l‘lttl.ll'tt={ll.’1t' l~.ll.'lPI‘tlR'l‘ llawai‘i prcatittta cigar
cuttstttutcrs. retailers. distrilatrurs. and nutttutacttrrers and trttlc ..-H’!-I un Hettate [lttl EH5 writtett
urtly as art gsc_isc tas _ct_1|'t-_rt_rt large u_r_pregti_tgtt_t.;ig:g;s.

Tltttttl-.' yuu thr yuur time and atterttiert en this rasatltta tttutter.

E-lineerely'./- ‘H

t'

' . -Tl - it
Signature: r"_l|l__ _JLIAkl _ __ _ Dltte:

ltrirtted tltrlires-' “lxflfgf _"l.-THC -L all ‘H
- -'.- ,r_.,r _ .I-t1ttt.ilt'ttlrttcss: lttfil. t'illi't-ill ‘*“~".Jt"*"t-lll l l-"la" l‘rttttttst -'1'..tfirteude:_ _ I

"'1. ,|__.r-" _'_J

r-'-Egill‘-
-I'—\-|.|_\_\_ l‘;tr{"-"s_II
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ifigal‘ Rights af Amegigagflawat
H E: l'cfifit'rr| In l-i'l'I-tH'l'l'\'Etil J’ EllPPtl'..'lltl.'il'l|1 1."ceisc tas tggnf ."iD.5l] an larpp t:_igg1-s.

l “"1 “'FlllTI.'.?. '" It'll" ltslar Ha P1 fwtstttttcr ufpreatittttt cigars and trt urge yrtu It] .'-tTttt]=t~tt'lt Jr
5il.t'PP{lHt'l' attd yctte .»t"r'Fi an -"ict'tt1It: Hill 213-5 [trill I I151 written ttrtly as art erg,-rsg r_trs_ _t;tt_|‘t-ltrt
.lttre.c.sr atrttIit.It=t.s'iet.te-"-

.-‘ts a premiurtt cigar currsurrter and enthusiast Fill Ililf-l will preteet nty passiun liar premium
cigars attd will an lenger rlerry premittrtt cigars parity and titirttess uttdcr the tas cede

I-'ttt'thcntrrttc. rill EH5 will trlsu l‘tt:t1~t:llt retailers. cttttsttrtters. and in turtt the state try cneatuagittg
in-state it-t.rrchascs u|'prctniuut cigars. ‘lite ti:-;et.l tas rate will allew prctttitutt cigar retailers ta
hcttcr price their pruducts and cctmpete in the rttarl-tet tlrtr retail sates rt-l'prerrtiutrt cigars attd
trllitrtatcly generate pusiti-re gruwtlt uiitt-stare jtths and ttts net.-ertue.

ltt rttltrlitiurt. it-itl 21.15 is purely a prnpctserl tas trill; thcrclh-re any testitrtc-try net directly related lrt
tasetinrt shuultl he -t.listrrissc-tl as urtrelatccl tcstimttrry.

Ptlsrt. l urge yuu ta Pll El.-"Ei'~i'l tltesc hills treat lt-eitrg “gutted nt1t.l replaced“ with rt-tlter language
ttttrelated trt rut egcige1;r_s__ca;t;tpjttrge !_]l'_ prerpirrpt_g,jig;tr.s; it is an ttrtethical t:lrt.‘tll'rt‘trt."ltl|r't-tt uttt.l
tttunipttltttiutt plitlte |t-rtrper preecss litr pultlic tntctlsernertt.

itt ciesing. i rcspcctlullyask that yatrSTlHli"'lIlIL‘t' tilll‘PUlt't.'i' llawai‘i premium cigar
certsunters. retailers. distrihute-rs. and rttrutttlactuttcrs and eutc aytt: uu i-iemtte llllt H35 writrr-rt
uniy as art tgg g_rtpyrrr_lttrtgc_r_tt' _|'tFcfjt|_i_tlttt_1.fi1;gl1,';t.

Tltanl; yuu I"-:tr ytuur time and attentirtrt urt this tasatiun rrtatter.

Sincerely.

. K ‘H. l Ellfiimmufi _ .-_ _ _=:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ lJtl|.ItlI _

l"'|-iract.ll'~l:tt-nc: _l - -

l:t't'ttttlr"t~t.1t.lt'tL-.ct.' '_rt'!t"‘r.r-r.'./J.’ ".~".ti.’- -‘I’; -till! i'l'l"
."t" y. .-'

.£|pt‘urlt:: -'3"? "_"l|-"' _
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£525-:"' Riflll I5 Hf America_LH1:1,wai‘i
I"'3= P*=""'"" I" “'1'"I1""IL‘-' -‘~Il'I‘PI1H'I' an £1u:i_-5el;l1_'I'i1.|? or 1-.=n_su ml I‘nlTE5_ciHi1"E.
I um wriling tr: 5-‘nu wduy 2:5 :1 L‘-L'!liSi.lI|‘|E|' -::=|'pn.-arriirm cignlr-a ruici In ury_-:~ 3-nu In !~fI‘HUN{Il .‘|-’
.5IJFl-"l.'lRT' uruj w.'r|!r: AYE 11-H I'i|:m|_h- BIII I I35 {HH IIJSI writlun HIIl_'I- n.- =|r| n*:~:_§I.-.g_Ii,|§:_|;.1||_'| 11-I!
Inlgr !l[' [_m:n|_i|||i1_ I.‘IgI1iI'E*i.

I-.5 a ]'l=I'1."I‘I'liILI'.l'|‘.| cigar Ci]-J‘i5Hl1'!E‘.|' :m:.I EIJIIIUSIEIHI HE] 2135 will pmn:|.;|. iny pus-zazinn III_].I' 1':-n:u|iu|n
cigars and 1.-viII ma Iungcr :Ii:|1_y 4:|rr:mi|:|n1 cigars pa.-|'il_&' and I}rEn1:-mi undcr Ihu rm: |I_'1I|LII.‘.

- I-'unI||.-nmm; HH IIJS -1. III uh.-u I1-|:|1uIi1 n:L:|iI=:r:~. c1::i:a:1m|:r.~:.u|:d in turn H11: slate by r:m;':mn:|gin|__g
irw-ztutu |‘lItI‘£‘I1;l!-;;I.."£-i nfprciiiiurn cigum. Ha: I'i.\;+.=~|,f Inn; ran: I.-.iII aifnw |m:rniu|'n 1:ig.urJ'i:l:iII::r5 In-
bellcr prim: |'.l1+:i|' prmfu-:‘::s and :.‘Ul'flp|:I:.‘ in Ihu |:1:1:-I-.12! Ibr rcrnii sn|+:snl'prcn1iun| cigars and
|.:I!i|'.=1.-.1t|.1'I_1.' gununitc [IUHIIII-'+;* gnmlh I.!lIriII'l'-:\il-I.I|l."_jIIIII!1l!'i II-JIILI L1:-.' I‘-If‘-'lI‘l!lIIlII'.

In -IIIIIIIIIIIIII. HI! IIII5 i.-: |Il|I'II'I_'|r :1 pnnpma;-cl |:1.~c hiII: II1-ur-::l1:r:::my u:.~;iir|1u:|}- I‘!-[II -|.IIl'l:|.:II}-' r|:I:1[u.I In
Im-i4JliL1J‘r .~:I'n?|uI+.I I1-.: IIIEIIIII1‘-5-ELI :1:-; ulircinlud 1|-'51IlTlII'_'|I‘|y.

Alan. I urge yuu ln FH.Ii‘v'1EI*-i'I' II‘.lE5:: I:-ii]:-: I'mm Imeing '1;u|1|:d and rrplzuzirrl" 1.-.-irI: :1-|;I1r:r I:1|11.=_1|np_~.'
unn:I:|lv:LI ru:!r|g,1g_=:j:1_‘::j§t_.\; |;;111_y_n Iiargq |I}I_‘ En.-11-|_iy:11 cigrirgg; II i.~a;m IIII!lL‘IIIII;'I.lIl.'II'i;I.||Il'|-'\IJl'|Ill1I|'lIIII-II
|nr|ni|1=uI:i|iur| :rl'II|i: |1|'upur [1fll-I.‘r.‘H5 liar |1~uI1Ii1.' II!|'|-'III'H."Ii|'Il.IlII.

In cinsirlg. I r1:'spi;L'tI1|II_1r' :|sI; Ihnl yuu fi'I'Rl.".'l'I"~I’GL\“ HIJPPUHT Hun-"..li‘[ |'m;|niun1 i:ig,.'1r
irunraunuzr:-;_ retailers. difitrihurnrs. and Jimnufmrturcrs and 1:011: AYE IJ-I'|5[~£|1|I{* lliil III1‘-5 w|'im-n
<mI:»' =1~=1m 1:.=u'_L_-"~=.{.w~: I-T9-.|1_.L\‘!l liirwr s1r.1*IL"I1.I.I.lIrI1.!-'51;i11i‘*-

'i'I1:,u1Ir. p.11: fur ya-ur tIm|;‘ and uII::nIi~:1J1 un fliis tu.~»:aI.i-:m !'|I|ulIIi.‘I‘.

Hincrmly.

..-1' ' II?‘ II-
!-iignutunrz __""' “'”"“' i ":""*:“' _ _ _ _ - I:'*I':3ll='gr'!€f - —

r ' .I‘rinI|:|J Hana-: I*I|'n" '|.-"I! F‘ I"-Irf'. I.,,|',51I" -1- I-_|

' ' "I."IJ'~*' . ; .I:1l|:|il.-"|LI|1'l'|;".'-1*-I "I""""I"=1"'l=-"r."P'-»"FIII I '- ,|:'w“'l1 Iraq

.|':I|1~EI-.H;}|:I "II: H?
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Cggar Rights gfAmcrica,_Halvgi‘i
HI-;.': Prliliun In !~iTI{'[II.!'\'GI.'f HI-'l’I"{JII'l‘ nu gxciuc In can nF5fl.5~II an Egg; cigars.

I III" “TIIIIIB H1 LPEIH Iurlzlgr rrs u ccamrumcr nfprcmiunzr cigars FIIILI In uqrc 3.-nu In :fl‘RcI_H¢'|1;l_'r'
5lJFI‘l[}H'I'11ru:I 1.-inc .-’I.‘t'l-I nrr Iicunlc [Iii] 21.15 :1-III IIJS} '|-'I'J'II|!L’II mil]. llii-IIlI1:‘."i1.‘I1_Fl_:Ii]_.'1; c';[[[_4_"|_l1
Inc.-~.rrcr=r.¢rrr=_i=1I1~ cm.u:--.

As r: prcmiun: cigar i;‘:.IJ'J|5I:lI'l]tl' and cnlhrasiusi SB 21.15 -.1.'iI I pmlcct m_1. pa.-cziran Ihr prcmiurri
cigars and 1"-'iII nu Inngcr dcrrjr [I-|'II:l'|I.IJ.LI‘tl cigrirz»-' [1:lI‘I[_‘|' I|:I'|l.I |‘E|irr|c:r.~: umlcr rI:|c Imc cmI'c.

1

I-"urliicrmurc. Ii]! Il'.'I5 wiii zrlsc I'rc:1cI"|I rctuilcrrr. ccmsumcrrc -iiI]I.I in turn II1c 5I:1tcI1_'c c1muw11gi|1g
in-.=rlr|lcpu1'cIa:c~>c:;nI‘prc|:1iurn cigars. II1cIi.~.-c-:1 rm: n1|=c will aI|n'wprcr|1iurn r:I]I1,1lI'rt:laliI1."r.*iI:!
hctlcr pricc thcir prucfucr:-s and cnmpcic in lI1cm.=1_rIrcr Fur rcI:1iI :.-min-s ufprcmiunr ci1.1111; nmf
LIIIIHHIIEI}-' j!-L‘1'|-E'I'-Elli: |1usili1.'c gn::w|I| nf in-:;1u1c jr:-I'm nmi um rc'-cnuc.

In ncidilinn, HH .2|.1:‘i It-4 fIIlII‘|;I'I_'|-' 1| III'I.'-lf'IiJ.‘1'i.'!'l.I lrm I:-ifl; tI1crr.~lirrcm1_c icxriinuny nut r.Ii|':c1i;; rclalcd rn
Emcrtiuru .~rI1nuI;[ hc {II."il‘J_lI.'+SI;.*Il.I as Lrrrrcfatcrf lcslinluny.

.|"LI5£|-. I urgc _'|.-"cm In ]"I1':E'I~"IiI'~I'I‘rl:-csc I:riIIs {rum hcing '1:::Hc:l nmf rcpI:rccrI“ wilh c'rII1:.'r'Iil|1I.1LI.::y_-."
u|1rci|:1|c|.I In rm cg: gigs; T:r.1___§;__|.'q|_|j.r_|_1;|_i_ Ig__5gc cc; |1ri._-i1|_i_rr]_:1 ciggr-a; II is run |ulcII1ic:|I circmm-crllmrr and
I'l'|IlI‘]I}’!HIIIIIli}II' cf |I|c prupcr pr:'|cc.\r:s Ihr [IIII1-III? III-‘I-'I.iI'I’1.‘IIlI.?FI;I.

In cIcming., I FE-.*-'|_u_-cII"4.1II gr EL’-II-; that _-pc.-u 5iTRUI'~IGI."I' SlJPI'{}R'I‘ IIau.:1i‘i |m.‘mi4.|rn cigar
cnnsunlcr-.;. rctnifcnz, diam‘ hulnrsc mu! lI|iIl11.hfi:IL‘IUl'lII'!i and ‘mic Mr‘!-I mi I-icruilc Bill EH5 writ!-:11
u::I_1»' as am r,-_xc§.~r|.*_tr}.1i |;.‘_:1[r_!.lg[| I1_:ry_c :11‘ 11r1:|'|:ir!|::| cig;1r.5.

'I'I::|nIc _'cu:l Iii: 3-uurnn1cr|nd altcmi-0|: urn ||ri:-s tu.\\;.1Ein|: mzmcr.

I:ii:1ccn..-I3‘.

J) . " 1:-4 ll _-I-“"' _
Higaulunrz _ _ _ Um‘: - 51- i
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Ci£ar.RiahIr sfamarisflcflaw
III'J= Prlilinn Hr a'rRuMr|.\' E~lIJl'I’{lIl~t'.I' rm gscisc tas can -sr scar-a tin Iargc »=_r;.i-.5.#I:
I am writing ra _'!|'CI-ll tarlagr as a crmsualcr :1!‘pa.-mium cigars and ra argc _'|r'r::l ia 3-E'l‘l~{f}i"~ll_'L‘I,'r'
I'i[II‘P[Il£."I‘ and vurc A'Ir'[»l an hicn urc Hill‘ IL15 {EH I I35: 1.-r-rirlcn |:r|:|I_'r us an 5-gr cisc ras crm my
IJFgr,'j.]|['|}r|.1_I[Itt!I1 cigars.

r"|.s a prcarium cigar crrasunlcr and cnliaasiast SB 2135 will praiccl m_'c pirssicn lirr pa-cmiarr:
cigars and will I1-a langcr rlcny plcnriam cigars |:|-aritj.- aral Iirirrrcss umjcr |:l1c Ins cadc.

I-'lr|1l1cr|:1arl-. HI] IIJS will aisn lacaclil rctailcrs. cunsrrrncrs. an-ii in ll.Il'lI Ihc slarc by cncnuraging
is-slalc |1-rrrcllascs al' |,'l-JTIIIILIFIII cigars. Thc Iiscd Lair mic will allaw premium cigar rcrailcrs la
I-rcucr pricc |';l1.cir pradracr.-r and campcrc in thc marl-.cl iiir rctail salcs uI'prcn1iu;|1| cigars :||‘rr.I
Lrlliaiarcly gcncratc pasiti-rc grawa-:l1 al'ia-s!a!cj|1-as aml las rcccriuc.

II!'IIIil.I1LIIIIl.lIl. I'll] 2135 is purcly a |1'l'li]'iI|.J!'-11;.‘-I] Iris Irill: |i|crr.'Ii.rrcirn_'p IIc_*iiIl‘|lI1lIj|'llHIliI!'r."-|;lI]i' rclulccl ta
t;is:r:iu|:| shririlrl hc rlismissc-ll‘ as UIIFCIHIELI ll:5lIitI:lEI'll_'I-'.

.-‘Ilsa. I urgc 1-‘cu la l‘F.'.l£"|.-"Iii"-i'I' riicsc hills fralr: hcing "galtcrl an-LI rcplriccrf" with uthcr lalrgaagc
lJ'l‘Ifl:Il‘lll.'l.I ta an cs»-.;l1~;r_.;I.11:I..s‘§1,[1:-ill Ia.='l.'.c II_I_11[cF_Ifil_rI1_1_c‘ig:|r;-: it ls rm aricrllicsl l.‘iI'l.‘1.|l'l!I'|-l.‘l;|Ili1-ll um!
|1|:mi|rl|Iariar: al'!i1c |-rrn-|'1cr |-rmccs-s ii:-r|1-ulilic Il!I1+'I'|I'|'I."Fl'|i.‘l1I-

In clasirlg, l rcspccl 1'ally ask lhra you $TRfll'rlfiL‘lr' !:i[Fl'Pf.IR'I' Ha-c.-ai“i prcrnirrirr cigar
cansunicrs rctailcrs. -:Iislril11.rtars_ and nlarurlacraicrs rrrlrl catc A's'lil an 2'-icnatc IIilI1l35 is-rilrcra
U-I'lI}" as an c.'~1cisl_;laj1_;~.'_|,ja[r_g_ir| l.;|_r_g_r:_|;_'r~l'_prclr|irr!1_1 cigars.

'|'I1a|:ir yuu liar gmur rimc amf aucnliall an lhis Lasarrari raallcr.

‘iinccrclgr _

I-‘ri||rc|:l

I'ilI|:lrI -"I-|.I|Jrl."'i:I-I

.-"l[1|;l1|.lc; _
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Cigar Rights af America, Hawai‘i

I-i'.l"i2 Pl.‘-lilifllt In HFIHINCI L"I" HIIPPTIIIT an guise (:13; cafigf %_5l]'_ci|! lnrgu cigars,

I am wriling in _-.-can larirlgr as a iJI!.'Ii'I:\i-I.|I‘t'li.‘t' cE' prcmiunr cigars anrl in urgc yriir In Fi‘I'RI[1ll"'l iiIL'I'
iil IPHI-I1l.'l' anal sulc r\"r'I". an Iiicnrrtc Bill I135 |j.'~ili 2 I3-5] wrillca a|1|3.' as I'|I| 1.f}'giIJ'I*j-§;__1_J.]|1_g|._-i|‘§m ail
_I3gg_r:_i_1_r_ |1rc|1'|iur|1 cigars.

.-"'|._'-2 a |'m:mi1.l-m cigar cr-nsunrcr and catli1.|_-sis.-a SI! 1135 will prrrlccl ray frassiun Far prcrrrium
cigars and will mi inngcr |£I|I'I‘|:|.' prcrmura cigars pariij.-" and faimcss uraicr thc I.1s caric.

|‘ul'lI1cnm-rlrc. HH M35 will alsu hcaclil. i'cL1ilc|'s, l.Il.IIl!|!~ilil1lL'I'!'i-.,Jll1i,I in lnm lhc sialc 111-r cncrairaging
in-s1a1|: purcisascs cf |Jl‘I.'-.‘-El!il1lI‘: cigars. 'l'Iic liscri La:-1 ralc “ill aiirrw prcmiurn cigar rctailcrs ta
bcacr pricc ihcir ]ira|:iuc|s and crrmpcic in thc markct Far rctail salcs aF=p|'cmir||a cigars and
aIli|1'|atc|}' gciicralc prwilicc grawilr cl‘ in-slalc jabs anri tas rcvciiihc.

I11 mi-|.IIIiI.1II‘|. HE 2135 is |fJI.lIL'I}' :: |m1-pasc~r.I tas bill: tlicrcliarc an1: lcstimcny I\‘Lil|. rlircctig." rclatcd la
tasaiia-ri shaul-:1 I-lc r.Iis111issccI as iuirciatcd lcslinlcrngr.

r*~.I:i-LI. I urgc 1|-'r'|L|. In l’ll'.I~.‘c'liI-l'['1I|csc |'|i||s Ii'u|'|i llcillg “gL|lIL*l.Ia:1l.i rr:|i|iH;cLI“ with uIi1¢:I' Irliigursglt
1.rnrcI:|I.cl.Ilcr|n1g.f;g.jsclrrs ca|1r_in Ii|§gc_=]r_gi'r-inillni cigars; ii II\lIl1 I|rII.:|I!|I1.IllI1:It'1.Il.l|l!|\'l:llI.i||J-llilll-I]
manipu lalian al'1I:c |JfrJ-l1I|I.“l' praccss Far riuhiic rm-als-ciilcirl.

la ciasing, I rcsficclliilly asl-1 lliat ycru l'i'I'l~tU5'\l{iL.‘I|’ I'iI_lI’I"Ull.T IEawai‘i prcmium cigar
carisamcrs. rclailcrs. r.IistriIa1tars. arid i'|:armI'a-clurcrs and 1.-alc .-‘L'r'I-'1 an licuatc liill1l35 w|'|1tcn
rl-nlgr as an las cag a|1_i:ggg;g |1|c|1iia|i1 cigairs.

'li1arlIr. 3-'a1.r far yaur timc aad atlcraiari |.J1| rhis iasariria maiicr.

Iiir|ccrc|§.'_

Ella a "-1: c
I'rir||cr.| Nanlc; 1' .,.c;."-..- =1-il-as 13.4

I'.I!l'lilI| ."I|.|.I.III'C55; 1'1 3 i.‘J*-I-F-I:"_£ ?{|'-I-.-I-s-'='w |_-_:.,___

Eipccdc: <51‘;-I. 1';-arr;
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Cigar Righggs af America, Hawai‘i
I~l‘.I:I: Pclititru ta li'l'lUI]'t"i [;[.‘l*' EUPPDH1‘ an eseise tas cap at‘ Slllsfill au larggeigars.

l am writiag lu yuu IlH.IE'l_'i" as a ctinstnrrier al"];-rcarituii cigars and ta urge jam It_1 ii'l"]~l'.U'l"ili'iL"r'
Sill |"I"{IIl'l‘ t|l'|tl ianc .-'h‘!i’I'I an Henatc llill lljli {fill I135] written cnly." ns an cscisc lair c_:_|p nn
|="tl\'. 51_l1_1'lTl|il.l_lll_l_R' is-35$-

as a premium cigar cunsumer ursl clrthtrsiast till IIJE will preteet aw passirm ll;-tr ‘|':|['-|:]'t‘|;l|_||_T|
cigars anal will an lcrngcr |.lcn;.' prcmiurii cigars p-arilgr arsl ti|i|'acss u|u.lcr tltc tas en-tic.

h|rt;l1er|1|u:rc. lill I135 will L1.l.'i-ill hcnclit retailers. curasu111crs.ai1~:l Ill turn llIL' stale hy cncaaraging
in-state purchases at" premium cigars. ‘l he fisecl tas rate will allaw premium cigar retailers tn
hcltcr price their prralacts aral campcie in thc marl-;ct liar retail sales at‘ preminrn cigars and
lJlIllTllllL‘lfi' generate pasiiicc grnwtlr at‘ in-stalcjahs anal tas re-rcnuc.

ln arirlitics. Hi! 1IIl5 is |-mrc.l3.- a pra-puscrl tas hill; thctcthrc an} teslinir"-rw ant rlircctls relateri In
lasaticn sltauid he dismissed as u|u'elater.l tes:|ir|1ar|1r.

.-"-.IstJ, I urge gm-I: ta PIlE"v'iil'~l'l' these hills ['rarn lacing "gtittetl and rc|'|-laced“ with athcr language
unrclaletl ta an cs-.'i-ac lgs_c:||inri largc__-._rr p_r_e_|j|_1iEg_ il is nu unclliicul circurtwcritian and
lnaiiipulatinn ~.iFtl1c prrrpcr pracess liir |-ruhlic irwuls-cnicnt.

lrt clclsiitg. I rcs|1cctlirll}' aslt Illtll. !|'[IllI Pi-T]1ll.']'l'IIl'iL"l" l'iI.lPPlf_H{'I' l;|a'l.=cai.“i pr-c||:|iru1.1 cigar
I-‘*-=11-*illl'rIs'fi. I's‘HliiI.‘l‘a. tlistri hulars. arsl an|r|ulitctt|rcrs' alttl sate .-H"!-I ml l'i-emilc Hill .1l3i'i written
l'll'il_'g-' ll.-l rrrl cs cisc tas. g._j."i;_15 3.1g_|:|| gc nr |iri_1|1i|||15_5_-jg_.E_

Thatrlt yau liar 1,-uurlinie and attenticnt an this Lasatiari mutter.

I-liacerclgr.

sisflufllrs: Paumitn This! :1’/‘rill:

|"|‘il'tlL'\d I‘-.|u|'lll'. PI‘}‘3I'-I'l-

l-n1uil l'l-tI|.1rcss: lllilibliilgl i"°"lT"-WI -ii’-1"
risssls; ill"-rilllli
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Cigar Rights trf America; Hawai‘
HE: Peliliun ta ls'TI'r't'D‘l"rI'l.'iI."lr" SUPPCI I3l'fI' all eseise tas. cap uf Sll.5-lfl an large cig_|r_t§g.

I tun writing lrr grnrr ltrtltt}' as a cunsumer rrliirreminni cigars and ta urge gnu ta l'iTl¥lrt‘.l]"rlr[il_.‘t-’
."'illPPiJ[~l'l' arrrl ‘I-'1": l'r‘r't~I an Henrllc llill 11.15 tI'-ill III!-} written rrlrly as trrr eseise lg._s cr||1nrr
large er [1retnirrrrr crga rs.

As a prertriunr cigar ccrrsurtrcr and errtlrusinst fill I135 will prctect r‘|‘|}' ptrssitrr: fur prcntitrrn
cigars and will nu Innger deny |'rt'e11tir|r|r cigrrrs paritjr and lirirness nndcr the tas; earl-c,

l"uttltcr=l1ure. till 1135 will alsn herrelit retailers. cn-rrsunrcrs. and in turn tlre state l-gr errcuu raging
in-state purchases rrf prc-mluar cigars. The Iiscd tas rate will all-aw premium cigar retailers tn
hetrcr price their prratlucts and enrnpctc irr tire nrar'I.et liar retail salcs at‘;-r-re mirrrrr cigars antl
trltinratelg-' generate pnsitisc grnwtlr nl in-state juhs and tas res crrrrc.

In addltlnrr, till 1I.l5 is |-nrrcljr rr prup-uscrl tas hrli: Lltcrclirrc any testirncnjr nut clirectl;-' related ta
tasatlan slrnulrl he dismissed as unrelated testirnarw.

.-\.Isa,l urge sun In l~"l1ll-I‘-.-llil‘-l'T tlrcse hills li'tr||1 hci|1g"gtrtrcd and replaced" with atlrcr lrrnguagc
t.1t1t‘r."It|lcr..I lrr tit‘: c.‘tc_is;:_j1!s_c:_r1'r_i'r_|1 lnflgt‘ t1rl]1rr§I1|i1||'|!r cigrrts; it is an tlrrc!.Itit.'rrI ci|'cr||'rt1.'crtIir_rr}:|t1tl
rrrarripulalimr at‘ tlre prupcr pracess liar prrhlic rrrr.-"ulrrearenr-

In clasing. l respectfully asl-r that yrrrr 1'-i'l'I-l.'tI|l"tIl;l."r" lil.|[‘l‘-tlI'l']' llr1wai‘i |-rremirrnr cigar
I-‘t‘rr'rrirlI‘r1r-1l':i.1'ctrrilcr's. distriirtttars. arrrl rlurlrrrlircttrrcrs arid i-rile l-l."r"F'. rrn ticnale Ilill 21.1-5 wriltcrr
unlgr as arr csc_ise_1:rs can nrrlrggg_rrr prerrrirrrrr cigars.

Tlrrtrrlt grrnr litr jrnur time and altcrrtitrn cr-rt this tasalicrrn rnaitcr.

fiirrcer-cl5'.

1'

iiF-ligrr:=uure: "1 "__ ____ llater _

l'r-nlcr-I I’-lurrlrr E,-iqhet ‘Ir ,II"";-.-rri-r'r'-~

I.|l|'.tiI ."'trJrl:e'ss. |I"Ii_|l‘r,1r.r"'|r'lr. |' l'I.l'c E -.T[lE_!l-kf_gJ.1_i|__1__r_{f:§ _

Zipccr-dc: II '1
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Ciggr Rights gt‘ grgeriea, Hawai
HE: I-‘etitiiin ta ."i‘['l'l'llI."'il[iI.'r' HLPI-‘PORT att gsc_i.i-r tas cap rif l,il_.l:$ll ein Iflljt eiga rs.

l ain writing in ;rtrr.i lrs.la3.' as it ennstrriier nl' prerniunr cigars anil tn urge 3-ntr Ill !s"I'ltllIi"it-'l."r'
liil_FPl='tIlll‘l' and ‘rate -li‘t"I-I arr H-enitlc Ilill Ililii tlill Il.'-li'i-r- wrilteri r.rl‘rI}' as arr egci_r_\gi' l_rr:r_r_c_rip1n_i

iir_|1i_ergii_rrrt_c1gig;s.

as a prernianr cigar eerrsarricr and eatlrusiasr HR H35 will prrutect iris pa.s.sirrrr tlrr prciniriin
cigars aial will an lnrrgr-r deity prcrnirrm cigars pai'it_r.-' and lirirncss rinilcr rlie tas cuile.

I'ltl'lllIJ'l‘l'l1lJl'l;.'. -‘ill .1l.‘l5 will alsii herrefit retailers. cnnsiirirers. and irr tum the state h;i- cncnrrraging
in-state pureliases af pre nrinni cigars. 'l'lie tiscd tas rate will alluw prerrrinni cigar retailers tn
lretter price their prarlricts and err-tnpete in the rniirliet liir retail sales afprenriirrn cigars and
rrl|in1ntcl_'i- generate pnsiris-"e grawlli ul" in-state jntis :irrr.I trrs rcccnrre.

In adilitinrr. -‘ill I135 is prrrclgr ii prr r-priseil tas hill: tlierclhrc i.lII_'|-' ll1.'iIll'Iltl|'|j-' ant l.'lill'El.'ll_'_rF related tu-
truratitrn shaulil he ilisrriissed as unrelated lESIllTIl.'Ill}'.

.-"lisp. I urge 3.-nu tu l"ll.li‘-i'l~jl~IT these hills ll-inn hcirig “giitte-ri and replaced" with ether language
uirrciatcd tir air c3-;e_i_si;_|rts i"rrpi_11r lagg;-._i_ij_[rreirrirrrrt e_igr_i_r§; it is air irirctlrical ltIIl'rt.'t_lllWl.'llllI.3tll and
nr:rriipul:i|ir:nr -.il't|ie prrrp-ei' preecss Far‘ pt.|l'|-lic irwnlcernent.

Irr cle-sing. I respeetliulljraslr that yuu iiTIl.l.ll'~lt'lL'i’ l'illPPLll~lT llawai'i premium cigar
eiirisriirrers. retailers. rli.strihi.rlrrrs. trial |riariirfiictui'cr:-; and sntc i’i ll"!-I irri i"il.‘l'lIIl.‘ llill Iiili wrirtctr
l'I-l‘II}' as arr escigrrrs L'l_l|'I' llllll]._1l_' l;'r[ p_rg*iii_i_rip_r i;_igg_r_s.

Tliarrlt yuu Iirr 3-'irtrr tirrre and attcrrririri an this tasatian rnarier.

liiricerels.

Eiigrrarrrre: _ _ |7l1!'3'=

P'rirrrcdl"-lrrirrer II-“i"'l-lac‘:-i""'i"" l/ll“

ljirnirl flalrlrcssr

Iiperrde:
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lilli: Fetitiuri lu l~r"l'Rtll=i"it‘IiI.‘l" tillP[’U'I~l'.'l' :ii:i eseise lat cap iilf $—ll.5D an large e_igg_rs.

I ant writing tn }'eu llIlL'I;l}' as a eeiisiririi.-r rrF|-ireiirirrin cigars ruiil tii urge 1|-ll-|.l in 5t'|‘Hi‘Jl'ct.'l.'t-'
HUI‘ F'U'll.'I' ant! sute .~l.‘!r'l-I an lienate Hill 1l.lfi llill‘ .Tll.il!-ll wrirtcii irrrljr as arr Ii‘?-IL!l;hit._'_ll|_'Ii r.':_ip igr
ii“'ll'=""'.I1lI'.-"|1_l.1|l.Il r'is.rsa-

.-“is a preraiirrn cigar eeiistrtner and enllrusiast SB M35 will pi-iitect n:r_-r passiun tier prciaiuni
cigars aittl will l'|t1- luriger rleriy preirrirrrri Clgtlrs piiritjr artil riiir'rtess irrrr.Ier' tlrc tas ccile.

litrrthciiriure. till 2135 will alsir heirclir retailers. currsrirriets. arid in lrtrn tlie stare h;.- ericuuraging
itr-stale prtrclrases irfprernitinr cigars. The ti.-red tas rate will al law prciriirrrir eigar retailers tu
hetrer price their prarlirets and eurrrpete irr tlre marltct tiir retail sa les iii" preirriturr cigars -lllltl
llITIl'l'll-ill.‘l_‘|-' generate ptrsitii-e grim-tli til‘ in-state jabs arid liis rcrenire.

In adilrtiuii. till I I35 is |rurcl_t. a prupnserl tas hill: tlrerelirre any lI.'.‘ilIlI1llFI}' net r.lir'eetl1r related Iu
tasatitrtr sliirirlil he dismissed as iinreliiteil ticiztiiirriirgr.

-'l.lsi1_ I urge 3,-art tri l‘l-llrf 'ii'l£l'~l'l' these hills ll'l.'l-II't lieing "gutted rind replaced" witli nrlier larig uage
i_|ttri_-lair,-r;I iii an g;ic_[_sr;j_t;i_s r,Ifl|_'1_g‘r|1_l;l_[']|{tl' rir[ir_'e_ir_iirn_5] gigars: it is an urretltieal eirerirrri-‘er-itiirir riirtl
tiraiiipiilritiirrr nlitlie piizrper preecss lirr piihlie iiir.'irlcerr:er-it.

In clusing. I respectt‘ullg.' that 1|-'lIll.l-"I'iil."Rli.]I"'I'liiiI.-"Ir !iI.lP‘l-'ttl'll.‘l' Ha wal‘i preiriiiirn cigar
eensuir-ier's. retailers. ilistrihtrtais. aiiil rriirnuliicturers arr-:l 1--are .-H"!-I nrr Senate llill I I55 writreri
firth’ its an sislarltn. raw es lil.'El'.ll'!'ll'.i1l!l|'"_l.Fllli1"i-

Tlranir gnu liir 3-urir time and attcntien uri this tasatirnr matter.

‘.:iir'ieerel}'.
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-ICigar Rights cf Amcric:-1, Ha'1'_a!
RF! |]'€lI'.'fi.CIIl'l H1 1's'TIl[]'i"'i'[il.'|" !"ilIPF'fl'H'.'I' an flicigu [g§_;n|'| uf ,'i_lL5-ll |1|| larif |;ig;_|1-5.,

I HH1 H-Ti1iI11: lfl !r"IJ1.l Lihlily L15 H |.'Irn:su|ncr H1'11:'cn\imr| cijgnrs :1n|.I in urgu ;.uu tn 5iTl1l']-i'\Hll.‘|r'
!"ilFI'PflIR'l' :|mi wk.‘ .-\"h’l~i nn Hcnulc Ii-iil I IJ-5 i_."ili I135: wrincn nnly us ::r| g:_c_ci_ric t:|_.'~ :_q[1[|g _|_1p1
lnryc gg'_11rn-|11i:a:11._|;'ig:l|":-:.

Ari 1:1 ]':n.'1nium cigar cummrncr Ll.|-HI c|1:husi:|.:sl FIB H35 will pmlccl my |:-:|.~min|- liar prcminm
cigzxrs um! wiil nu 1u:11_-_ca':.t1'.~11;.- [1n:ri1il|!1l ::i;_1:|r:~". |11|rit3.':1nc| l'1‘|i:'r||.*_'-is l.l.[llIiIL'l.'li\|.1 tux cc-dc.

l"L|rl|‘|cn'nc-rc. Hli 11.35 will IJ.iH[1 h-c::cii1 l'i.‘-liliiilfii. cm1rsmn1crs. -.1mI in mm thc :-aunc hy c:1c:1+1|'cq._-_i|1y
in-slatc purcimscs nl‘|:rcmi:um cigars. 'lhc lirccd iii.‘-I mic wit! nllnw p|:'+:1t|:iL||11 cigar rcluiicrs 111
hctlcr |'rriccIl1cir prmlucls flild ccnlpcic in thc rmr!-;c1 lhr r::l:|il .*mlc.5:u1'prc|11i1:|n cig,-11-1: and
|.|lIim:|||:cl;,- p.c1|cn|lc |1-ux-ilivc 5mrw[I1 n:l'|1\-:-zizulcjnlur. mu! Ian»; rc1.-cum,-.

In ah'J|.iiIiL:i1. Hill 1H5 is [1!_L|‘|..'|}' £1 pt‘IJ|,‘ru:~H.‘d H111: hill: I.|1c|'c|i:1rc any 1|:s1in|un;a |'||.1-I! 1|irr_~clI}' r|:l1:l|::| In
tmzaticn :-'i|'lt1-Eli-Li hc Lli:-:|'ni5.-=.cd :15 uncclntcd tcsilimmiy.

.-"|.l5-u. I urpc 3.-cu 1c PI-iii‘v'[i.5'~i'l'1hcw hills Fmm hcing "‘§.!I.l1ls:L| um! ncplucc-_l“ wilh cnhcr i:|ng_1n11_1c
I.IIll'rI|-;lIZc1.l In Llll |.:,1§;,*'§-;|.* iiltw. cap my [=;_I|1'g1: rrf |;‘|l1:rl'|i||11| cigar:-i; ll is LII1 lJ.11I:ll':i:;:,1| v:ir|;;:||1'|'I.'¢.'t‘|li|.1:1 an-.|
|'|1:|l:i[1+I.|J.u1in-ll u|' lllc |'n'nprr |1n11:::wa lirr |-|1|E1|i-I: im-ul\'cn1-cr|r

In clus-Eng, 1 rc.~;pccI.l‘u1ly ask that yuu 1~i"l‘l{I['.li'~EI[il.‘t' 1-il1l*l'IIIIl1tT lluu.-:1i‘i |'|-|‘IEl't'iiLLll'|- cigar
cfl|'|\i'-lu||.“.fii'.!'l.\_ n:lz|i|::I.'-:. »:,Ii.\;I1'i|'|-1.ll|:11"_\i., 11r|r.l ::1:||mli'||..*l1||'|.':*:i :1|!|:.| '4.-"mu: .-\"h'[-', u|1 fiicnulc Hill I I15 \I.1'il[|.:rL
nnljv il-:HlI1 cgciwc Inc»; c:|.[g.1. l:|r|;c nr |r|'|.jgiu|11 ci|;11|'*=.

Thank ]|'I;r1.l fur yuur Iimc and allcnticn nu I.|.\E L1-maliun rnullcr.

F-iir1.ccrc|}'.
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Cicarsliiarfs sf a.mErisH= I.-l=1w:11i.‘i
i~l‘.I-I: I-‘ctiiiun In H'I'll'lIIl"'ii.i L"r" HL-' PP1[.'lR'il' an cscisc tas ca_|_: all" ."§iIl'..'il_I rra la rgc cjgarj.

I ant wrirjng :0 gran lu~|.laJr M a cunsu|:m:r rrI'|m.-r:1ia|n cigars aral In ury_c _-mu 11: !~i‘l'iil-l]l"»lIII.'l.‘r
H|'.ll"PI[ IRT :1.114.| wrlc AYE an Hcnllc Ilill IP35 Hi Hi I135! wrillcn :r|rI;r as an |.;\;cr_s_|; [;i_r1[r_ry||
l1|'1,'_+;uL|'sr_».1|1r_iLw:_5i1;,,-_|;s.

As a |'.|-rcmium cigar cunsuuucr and calhusiasl SH 2 I35 will pmlcct my passian Tirr prr:n:|fu:|1‘:
cigars and will rm lrlngcr r.£cn_-r pnra:i|.||:|| cj1.1:|rs parilg.-' and Iirirnrss rum-.Ivr =.I:c las 1.:|;:|-;Tc.

l-'ur1hcrr|1urc. HE I L15 will alsu l1-cnclit rctaiicrs. cnrrsurncrs. am! in alrn 1hr: stalc by cncauraging
in-slalc purcllascs c-i'|1-rcmium cigars. 'li-|c liscd las 1'J.Ir.1 will aI!m-.- prcmiurn cigar rclailcrs la
lilcucr pricc lhcir |-|-rrl-riucls :'||:||:.l craupctc in thc |na1'k ci Iiwr rclail salcs cf prcmium cigars anal
Lli{iI'E'l{lliI.}i]|-' gcncnltc pasiliw arm-|.1h uI' in-slalc _icl:s :|rl:l Ins u.-wrauc-

l|1 ad1.li!i=m. hill H35 is |mruI;-r :1 prrrpusccl tas hill: l[1|m:li:1rc any LcstEmc|:1;r nal |;.llrL‘4:ll]|-' rclaicrzl Ic-
1a:~:a1ian shranld be dismisscd as uarclaacd icstimany.

."Lls:_1-. l Iurgc yarn tn Pl~':E‘|.-’F.l‘-l'I" thcsc hills Fran: llcllig "§.!u1icr.I and rcplaccrl“ wi:l1+.:ilu.'r lnr|g1|:q.a-
unrciaicd laan c_.'5ciw las_caJ1|1|1_lurg|.~_rrr_[|:-g1|iqy|| cigars; ll is :rn 11|1ciInc::l |.'i|t::||:1|1|1.-'|.'r|.Iiur!|:1|::|rl
l1Ii.rrti|'l=lt|ilIlr!|1 ul'lla- pr1.1|s.-r pan.-css far puhlic in s'ul1.'c|r|cnt-

In cln-sing, I r|.‘:sp|;1:ll'Llil],' as!-; rh.-s 1,-mu !'sTRI.'}?~iGL‘i' fillP‘[’lTIl'l1‘.‘I' l-lav-'ai'i prcmium cigar
crrrrsumcrs. rclailcrs. rfis||'iim!ars. and n:am|Ii|cr1||-crs and um-. .-1|. '!\-“I-I an Hcnalc Iilili 2135 mil.I1.‘:1
anly as an r;s_r.'i_sg.1 li;l}_g|]1- 1_lrlil|1-:5 r_1r_ 11:1.-@r||1_r r_'_i1;;|rs.

'i'l1a::k 3-cu ihr yaar timc and atlcmi-an an this rasatiun mam-:r.

Hinccrciy.

‘I’
_I - I .
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.CLE'.£l I‘, R1211 ts of A mcricaL}[a1nrai
IUE: Pciiliuil ta F:~i'i'H-IIll'W.'iL"r' i-iL|I"I’fl HT an cs ci-“hr tas LE nf 5115!} an Iarflg rillflhi.

i “"1 “Ffililllé W J-‘fill In-zlagr as a cc-nsunlcr nfprcnrliunr cigars am! la llII‘1.!l.' }'u|l m .'~i'I‘I»':{JMIl.‘|r
5il5l"l-’I'JI=i'I' and 1.'»:Hc .-i.\"III rm Hcna Ir I-IiI'I I I35 |:$|'H I|.‘I'3!'ij- -u.|'ilIcr| nulj-' as am cs1.'i_s|.'_1_as_|;a|1_:r||
Il]I';|,}_L‘ \_r_|‘1'|Ic‘r|1_i|1fl|_|..'ig:|r:~:,

As a |'.|-rcraium cigar currsurrlcr and cntirusiasr SB 2135 will pralccl my passian Far prcmium
flillfllfl -‘Ind wili an la-ngcr dcngr pr;-mian1 cigars p1lrlI_'|.-' and IiJ.ir|'|css llII|LIr.‘l' Ifuc tas cccic.

l-'|1rll|c|'|mrrc. HI! I I35 wili ulsu l1-r:ncli1 rctailcrs. ca|1s1|r|:crs. am! in turn llrc slalc by cruccurziairng
in-slalc [1-urchascs al'|:rrcmium cigars. 'lI1cIiscd las rarc will aiiaw prcmiurn cigar rclailcrs In
hcitcr pricc Il1cir prcriucls and campclc in Ihc nan-lr.cI iii]-1' rcraii salcs nl'q1-rcr|1inn1 ci-,-cars msl
uitimatcljr gcrlcmtc rlasilivc j__!l‘L1H.-[II nl"i|1-s1a1c_'r<::i'rs::|1:J tas l'L"l|'1.'JI'I;lL'.

In [I'I..I-l.IIIiUI¢l. HI! 2135 is purl.-I1." a |1rapus|.1l' Ias hill; II3lI..‘f1.'Ill1-FL! a|1_'r |:cslim|.m3.':1uulircc1l}' rclinicil In
iasatimi !I.I'lUI.!Ii.I lit." +.Iis|1'|issc-.1 as Ltl'll'I;.‘IllIL"-III lcslimcmy.

fllisra. I irrgc yuu in l"Il'.Ii"-‘I-II"-IT llrcsc hills I'rc|n1 hciiua "gutlcd aml rcplaccd“ 'l|'I|-'i1lI l1"[I]fl'I-ili'lj_.[lI-fJj_.!i.'
[llI|il‘i.'IiIIr.‘\I.I 1r: an c;:_|;isc £:r3_ca|j| rar_I:|rg_c _::r_prc|ni_l|r_q|_ +,gig:|rs; il is an ||r|cli1ic:|I circ1.||r|-rc|1lirm am!
|:|:a1ipaIa|im: nI' rl1c |11'ap|.*r |:|rac'css Iirr |-arhlic ir:\'nI1.-r.'r:|cn|.

In ciusing. I rc-s|1-cctIi.1H_'r lhal yr:1li~r‘TlII.'}l'HI{JL':’ HIIFPUH1“ Ii:|-~.'ai'i prcnlium cig:-||'
carlsumcrs. rcrailcrs. |;.listrihu|c=rs. and rrianralia-mrcrs iual Iran: i‘!|.‘r’I-I an Hciiarc llill M35 -s-ritlca
I.:|J1I}' as arr csc_isg ms cal: |1u_|i:|rg_r.' r1|'_13rg,;-1_|1i|||:1 _|.'j_gI||‘!)-.

'I'l1ard-r _1.-'|;:|u Ihr _-mar timc and atlcnlirm an this Iasatzicm mallcr.

fiiaccrcig.-.

5*is=I-1II'r'-"- _/Z"_i"" _J_.€1' _ _ - 'i"1'*= EL ‘El: il
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“EI PElIl'il'll'l lfl FTRUHULY 5!'I.lI"l""UH'.'l' ill |;-:|r3.js_c_I.a:|t g1_|j.\ |_1f an Isirgc

I am writing ta j-rat: turlzty as a ca nsantcr :1-l' prcrnium cigars and In tlrgc 5'11-Ll tr: I~i'l‘R.Il'.'Il"~l'IIiL"t-'
5'il|l'Ii'l'1'll'l‘ anal l-utc r‘L"|'i*Za:|1Hca.:|'tcIiiIIII3-.“il!"iIi Ililfil w|'|ttcr| I.11lI_'fp' as an cscisc tas ca|11r|1
Iargc gr ]H*c:11i||t11 cigars-

.-“Ilsa 1us.=mi|.|m cigar ca-asuwrcran-:icntl1uslast SB IIJS aill |'a-c-tccl lf|'-.' passitm Iiir|11'1:I1'li1|1r|
cigars anal will TH.I lnngcr rlcny |1rc|'ni|||:n cigars [1ttl'il],-' tutti lirirrtcss llmlcr ||1=_- tas; ca-rlc_

I-'a|'tl|crmurc. SI] I135 will alsr:- hcnctil |'ctailcrs_ cuasumcts. an-al in lI_|r|1 thc statc by cncu-uraging
in-slatc ]:urc]1a.scs r.|F]".=rcmi:J|'n cigars. Thc liscii tas ratc will allow prcmiurn cigar rclailcrs ta
I1-citcr pricc their prtalucls anal campclc in tllc marltct liar rctall salcs t1+l'}'|t'ct|'|iun| cigars an-LI
t|llimt1tcl§.- gcitcmlc p|.1siti1.'c grim-lh r1I'in-s1atc_irih-s and tas rc'|.'cm|c.

in arls.Iitia||. 1'-ill I135 is |a|rcl;.- a |1rup|_1sctl tas hill; til'|crcIi.|-rc ally Il.‘lilIl‘l1'Dl'l}-' act -EiI|"iTCIij" rclatcd tu-
tasaiian slmulri lac dismissed as 1t|'|rclt1lr:tl |cstirram;.=-

1"’-lw. l urgc gala ta Ii'Ri-'.‘v' Ii.l'~1T lllcsc hills [rum hcing "guttc-:l and rcplacctl" with athcr larlgtlagc
1||trcl|1|r:~tI tn :||1 cscisc 1;-I s_1:_:!.[!|_|g1_1__I_rqg;_g l1r_iag11_im|_1__ci_;_':_1;r-_:; it is an tmctI1ical cit'cu|m-c||tia|1 t1|u.l
m:t|ti]1uIatira1 rrfthc pra|1-cr arriccss li1|' palilic i|11.-'ul1.'c|ncttl.

In clnsing. I rcs|1cctt"ulI3.= aslr. that you $s"l‘ll.IIl-l"~l'lIiL"|’ S-I_ll‘l"I'.'l*l-l.'l' llawai‘i ptcinlunl cigar
cr'||1s1||ncrs. rctailcrs. tlislritrtttars. ittlal m:||1t|litclt|rc|'s aml "M11: A\"l-'. cm I‘-lunatic Hill H35 wriltctt
"I'll" 1*-H ="= s-Wirls ll"-‘i @fi.!l=..+a1.l=1tss;la ra-.a'tiL=11I.sls.iI_I"=:-

'l'I'|urlIt 3.-t:||.| Iilr }'l.lIilf limr: |Z‘|.1'a.I :1ll|:rt1i|.’11't rm this l:ts:l'tiut| |:|1.u.Il|cr.

!-ii|1ccrcI_'_-.-. i,T'

5i5Mi . - II!Ia1c- Lil

I|'I'iI‘3II'l'Ii‘\iIi l"-l|'r|n-r: -‘cili-

l.lllllII.|"l.-|.I|.Il11.'-t'r. /1/‘El y|5+’r'*lrI'.»‘-"'41--I”. ll
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_.I-Cigar Rights allfltmcrica. Haw
RE: Pctitia-n ttn h'TR.t‘ll"i{}I."'r' 5iI]P|"'CI I-!'|' an ggrcisc liL'|i cap nnISl'.!,fi1l] nncn largn: cigars,

i am writing ta 3.-an 1.i'l'llll}' as a crtttsatucr al' prctnniunin cigars aral In |!||‘1:|_' yarn na :i"I‘l3t-lflI'~l|[;l_.‘i'
l"il liI'l"|-' .'lH.'|' itlltl 'l"|3lli.' r'In."|"l'I ua 1'-icctintc Bill I I35 Hill ll .15-l 'w'|"illn.:t‘n r||1I_'r as illl csctsn: |_;ts c:n[n-_nrr_n
Iargr ur fl|'1.‘ill_l|_l11rL'|g':t[_';~.'_.

-"'|-s 11 ]'!'l'L‘1'l‘ll1.lII't cigar c-anstaacr auai cntthusirrsl SH I135 will |a-atr.-cl t|l_3.- psssirm liar 5-mcmiam
t.'i1_.:urs annl will rm langcr t.lnl'l'|}' prcn1i|.nn1i cigars p:|.|'it3,' ;||a.I 1i'ni1'|1=css uralcr thc tas i,:n1-tlc,

I‘1.II‘Il'H.I!'lTlt:I|"l.‘. till II.‘-‘:5 will alsu hctnclit rctailcrs, ct:nsu:rrnc|'s. an-ti in tum thc statc by cinca-uraging
in-slatc purclnascs Urpffimlflfll cigars. 'l'l|c litrcrl tas r‘-.1I.|: will aIli;:n.=..- prcmium cigar rctajlcrs Ln
lwtlcr [1-ricc their prarlnncts anal 1Jlt'|'I'l'l].'UIIlf in tllc marltct liar rctail salcs al'prcn1inarn cigars antl
ttltituatcljrgcncrittcpr1siti'i'cgrcM1ltul'int~st:11cjui'r-ianal tas rcvclntnc.

Ill atltliliari. 2'-ill 2135 is punclgr a paipusctl tas hill; thcrcliarc any lcstin1cn1],' nut tlircctly rciatcil ta
tasaliati sliatiiri bc rlisrrtisscil as atin.-lattai lcstirna-ngr.

Msii. F ttrgc ynti ta l‘l~lli‘-r‘!-II'~I'l' llicsc hills linm hcing "1i,tnl1r:tl anal tcplacccl“ with atltcr laaguagc
tltlrcliilctl in 1111 cscis-n:_ |;J1i'_3.'§1:j§|__rL|‘n_I§t_r_g_r; _t_'nnj_]gnjrg'rlitn_n'|n n.1lg:|1'{~g; nl is an |lilL'll'|1l.‘ill cirrttntrrrnlnrint :n.|'ttl
rtnanipulatirini n’r' thc |:|rni1-cr prnccss liar pull-lic lI'l'ln'l;'|I"|'l;l'l'lilll'lil.

I11 c-lasing. l rcs|1cct1't|li1r as-it that you l~.1'l‘lltl'|'~l{il.‘:’ I-iIli‘*l‘~lli~l.T1ia-.-a1i‘i ]It'EllIlll.llTI- cigar
cunstlmcts. rciailcrs. rlislri htnlnirs. artrl r|'nt1|'n|.nl't1cttirct's untl rcrlc .-"t"r' E an 1'-i-cnatc Hill IIJS wriltctl
n1r||_r as an cscisc las t'tm_i,=n1 lrnrggyr |1[§'Il1l\]1l_1;,f_u_]_|_[§_

TI‘tttt'nI-.' _'r"lIIlI.iI l'n.tt’ _'|-'It'|-Ll!‘ tinttt: arn-nl allcnitinnn tlll this tas alintt ntutltcr.

liinccrcl}-'.

i‘:iIl|_cll?lIil.lt'L‘I ‘xii?-“J Data: T-"';‘l'-|'I,'l||g.P.
Ii"l'||l'lIn.‘n]l'-I.|l.n|.1n.". li'l1l.l-f’4 ll '|"'F‘lll_"fiilE

t-In1uilil.1lt|rcss- i’i.;iat~{l¢1l\tfli,!,t;igr_a1c-f'£li-11111 Uni
i".i|1ct.1rlc: lllflll i
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Cigar Rights cf America, Hawai‘
ac: rattan In sracsstrtrr surrnaar an Elfll-'1-‘E tat cap nl'5l}.5il III!] 
l am wtitiltg lu 3,-alt tn-tlay as a caasumct c||';irem:1.:m cigars and ta ttrgc 1?-I]l'| ta l'i'l"i~l.l'.l'I"I-HI .‘l"
!'1iIlI"l"UIllT anti \'r1-lc .-"|t't'I'i it-|‘n .'-icnut le Ilill IIJS I_."~ilIi I I3-SJ wr|t1c:'| nail; as :n|1 cscisc lain; ci|[|_|1I|
laggc nrr |'|n'crt_1-_r|r|tt_ cnynjs.

its a prcnitium cigar carnrsumcr arazl crtlliasiast SB 21.‘!-5 will prctcct 1113: passiar: fiir irrcmiurn
cigars and will na In-tiger deny 1'i|'El't'liLlt!|'t cigars parity anal litirntcss unalcr the tas cade.

I-'t|rtl1cmnurc. all I135 will also bctneiit retailers. cai1si.aact's. and nn1 tttrn thc statc lw encouraging
in-statc purchases al'prea1iurrn cigars. The tiscrl tas rate will allaw prerrtitan cigar rctailcts ta
hcllcr |1ri|;'c1l1cir prurlttcts aral cutntpclc in 1l1c marl-act liir rctail salcs al'prctn1iuin: cigars atntl
|.iltim:ntci}- gcttctatc ntasilicc gr-awtlt til in-statc jr1l'is lllltl tas rci'c||.n:c.

In rntltiilitm. HI! 1135 is pitrcly :1 ]':rt:n|'|r1-scrl tas hill: Ilnn.:rr:li1rc attjr tcstianunty lit]-l riircctl}' rcltnlcti tu
lasatian sltunnltl hc tlism Lcaszl as iairclaterl testinatinw.

r"tl.-in-_ l urge 3.-"nu l.|.!l l‘ll.l-I"u"lil~i l' llicsc hills l'ram lieiag “gutlcil arnrl rcplacerl“ witln miter iinngttagc
n|11|'g|a1g;l ma|1 gs;-;-is-a ngs; crglg]1_lfl'gn.: nr |1t'cn11itt|n:_!.:iga_n_'s; ll ls :|.tl nmclhical tIll‘t:tll't‘n1i'ctnlii‘n11 itlttl
|1‘|[|.F|i|fl|,|.|i_|,I,l-|_!||‘| afll-it; prcpcr pruccss liar puhlic ntwal'i'c1'ncal.

in chasing. l res;-icctlittllgi a.-=.l-.'. that yuu l'i'1"lil.'ll"'Il-Ci Li’ F-il.|I"I"l.'l'HT Ila-wai'i ptflttllfllfl Elli-“F
ccutsutucrs. rclailcrs. tlistriiatlurs. atltl :1‘n|.tt'ntntilc1|.trct's |.1.nn.l rate .-*n."|’ I-1 rm ticnalc llill 1| 35 w|'ittcrn
anily as an cs_c1sc [li_}i,_g§l|l |.1n1 large ar |.1-:1:n11n'gr_tn cigars.

'I'l'|.a|1l-t 1,-'r:||t litr :|"l.]lll' time i.‘nt‘n|'J :|llt_‘l1llnJt'l ll-11 lllili llliiialititn mattcr. '

Hi n tccrc is .

I

Signature:$ i I‘!-its: —*l"'llr 5:5.’ I

lama T-Iin:l‘nc: {that His cwmll ll-l1,'t,Ts

l-'nn1nn.lli"I.iltlr1cs-. l~iat"c"i:= Fl, irjlrn'l ;il"|;_lll;-j\‘]@l'l'lriI.1._li~l: lllilrll

»’irs=~=1s- ilk’ 7tJ.7_
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Cigar Rights af Aglgrica, Hawai‘i
li-E: Pclilinn tn 51i'l"li'.Ui"ilIjL'k' l~iI.lPl"[]IRT an cscisc tas cap nil‘ $0.50 ntt lntrgc ciggg.

I am writing Tt1 ';.-t1t.I ttaiajr :ns :1 cttrtstnncr af prcrninnnt cigars and ta tnrgc 3.-an Inn l~t'I'I-{~l_l]"'it_i|.‘!n'
-"il|I’l’U'i~l.'l' antl statc .-Pt’ [-1 nit Hcnate Ilill 1135 |§.'~iil I I3-5] w|'il|n.'|1. nnlgr t1s111| ;_s't.'i~u:_1|J3t__t'tnp an
trtt-|.,1r_ar_n1tat1iutn -'i1;urs.

his tn |trcn1iu|r1 cigar catisnmer anal cnttltnsiast till I135 will |'nrn=tccl my ]I_1i15,~_-;ii,‘n|,1 Far |J[n:|;11i|_||11
nrignrs and will an laagcr deny prerntitnna cigars pt1.1'it3.' tttal linirncss tnalcr tltc tas ctalc.

l- tnt1:l1crn1tt:trc. HR I135 will al-as hctnelit rctailcrs, cantsuttters. anal ia t1.t|'n tl|n_' statc by critrtalrttgirig
in-statc ptnrciiascs crl'prcn'iinr|1 cigars. '1'l1e lised tas rate will allaw |'ntren1inra cigar rctailcrs ta
hcllcr pricc tlncir prarlttcts antd_catn1|1clc in ll-nc marltct litr retail salcs nl'prcn1ium cigars aatl
tnllinttateljc generatc pnsiticc grnwth til in-statc _inl'ns anal tas rctte-11tne.

In a-tltlitian, HE! 2135 is purcly a 11-amused tas hill; tlterelitnc ung." lc:-tlll11tll1]|.' tnnt tlirccnlgr relatetl tn
tasatinir-1 shntnlnl hc nziistnisscd as unrelated !.n3fiIltl't<tl|1}'.

rltlstt. I tll'1ts* 1|-'n1I.l tn‘: l'l-iI""t-' l:i"~l'I' lltcsc I1-ills linttn I1-citng “gntllc-|.l ttlttl rcplacctl“ will‘| t1ll1~c1' ittngurngc
nn|1tr.:IalctI 111 ann cscnsc r1n1t_t:i1[r_n[n;_l_a_rgg in" |1_rcnn1in|11n__g_ig:1rs; it is tt|1 t|n1cll1lI-.'|ll I.'ll't:tir|1'~."t_'1|lit.n1'1 anal
tnanipnlntian t1Frl1c |-trn1|-tcr prnccss lit-r public invaltrcntcrtt.

In clnsing. l rcspccllullgr aslt that yen l~i'l'ltI[li\ll‘.Il."n' l~illl‘l'Illlt‘l‘ llawat’i prctrtitnn cigar
cattstnntcrs. rclttilcrs. tilslrihtttntrrt. tlntl |nannn1l'at.'ln1rcr:-. anal vnntc 151'!‘ H an i"il.‘lllIil.‘ Hill Ii-35 't=t't'iIlct't
1.lIlI}' as ant cscisc tas can tlll large ttr ft-rg1_n11_nrn gtgt gs.

'l'l'na1tlt gran tiar ynnr ilatc and rntte-rttian art tltis lasatinnt matter.

§'ill‘|t'_‘r!'|I.‘.'l}'.

t

Eiigrnaturc: !.‘l':1Ic: llqihlh

tsttttat s-am.-. H, é I""'J='lr~-Itt,
r~;r'"TEl=.»t"'

I-.rr1rril .t"trlnIrcss: 45?-i"!-'5 I-5 ._-‘_n_:_ \J-gti-it ta’-"1

Airtcadcr fit.-1-"Flt:
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Cigar Rights gl_'_A1ncric_a_, I-lawai
HE: Petitiart In h"i'l~ttlIl"'i1IiI."n' SIIPPIJRT an escisc l‘_n:gt_cg|i aI_!ill.:5§ r.-_n_1 Iajgc cigars.

I Hm wrilitlg in 1-utl Italag-' as t1 cnnsttmcr ttt' pretniunt cigars anal ta urge yuan in l~i'l'l~l'lll"ti{il."1-'
s||n*rn1a'|' ;t|1-rl 1.-nnc .t-\"|r'l-i an Hcnnnte Bill H35 ti-ill I I35] wrillctn ttnlgr as an $i__sq.;_1,n_1gt;g:g_1_;_t_11
ln1rgg_nnr |1rcn1nn_1,n_n_1 c1|-rcnrs,

as a prcmittrn cigar cansnnner and cnthnsiasl HE 1135 will pr-atcct tn}; nassictn linr |'.-rentintn
cigttrs tllttl will an inngcr tlcnw |'nrc1ninn1rn cigars parity and titirttess nnaler the tas cntlc.

I‘ lll‘1-ll-IJl‘lriH1"II. HR El]-5 will tilsnit hcnelit retailers, cuttsurnlcrs, 1.111-tl i11 tum the state l'1_1,' enctntnntgintg
in-statc purchases ni grcmituln cigars. The iised tas rate will all-aw rtrcrainrn cigar rclailcrs tn
hctlcr price thcir prrtd ucts att-ti cnnt|nctc itn the marltct la-r retail salcs ni prcrrnintnn cigars antl
ntllintnatcly gentcnate |1cc=.iti'cc grrntn.-tlt:nl'i11-:-tl:.t1c_ir1~hs arnnl lag l‘r_"n.'n:|‘||.]n;_‘,

Irt it-tltlilitntl. 3'5-ll I I3-5 I5 |Jtll‘|..‘l_'r tJ j1It‘tl|1t‘rttcn] tas hill: lltereliine tn 1;, l.n:slin1ttnnn;r Flfll n.liti.'cll}' nclatctl l.t1
tasatinn shctul-ti he -tiisraissed as uanelated Int".-tll|Ttt‘1|1]|-'.

-"I-It-ttt. I nngc jinn-tn at P'Rli"n'F."~lT lhcsc hills t'rd|1n heinng “gnatctl atal rcrtlacctl" willt ntlner langnagc
I,ll'lI‘L‘IiIllL‘tl In-t an cscnsn.f_§;_n;_5_5;inIi_ §t_tl_largc_r1r ;1|r,'nn1itn|1t cigttnisi ll is t|11 1.n|1n.:ll1iI.'tll t'iIL'tIn'w1:11iinnnn :n|nLl
nnantipttlatinn nithc prnper prnccss tit-r pnthlic It'll-‘ll-l‘>'tIl1lI.'llll.

In clnsing. l rcspcctl'uI[5- aslr that ynu E'iTl{Il.ll"'i{iL"n' HLI l'P{lIlt'l' llawai'i prcmintn cigar
cnnstnntens. retailers. dislrilattars. anal nnantntlint-ttu-en-s and s-ntc 1-'|t"n'l-I nn Hen ate Iiill I135 written
nntly as n11 cscnse tns ca|1 an large an 1ll"l:.'i'llllllIl c_igg_1_'s.

Tltartlt jrtttn lhr ]n'I.1l.1F tirnc anti allcrniinrn an llnis nasalinn-1 nnallcr.

F-littteerc-l;,',

.1‘-

fiignatuff: §‘—l"‘7£‘£¢'-E.-'g}‘j%/01/1-1/-1:1 Hare: G;

liirllul-'|'l 1~1=ttt1t-, [-5. wig l.;___. {fl Fngnss il- n-_-'_;L,

lincnil rlalnln-.-'_~.s. Ii:-‘='I'll'f'ri'-if"-5'1.-"l.t.1l\‘-J l..-‘hi n:'jl"l"'t.n.I.-1 -lit; It-"~._
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§_i_g_urf Rights nf America, Hewaiti
HIE! Pctiliufl to STRONGLY SUPPURT an excise tux cap of $11.51] en large eigu I‘_‘.°5.

I ant writing le yuu itl-tiitj-' 1.1:: 1| censumcr cfprcmium cigars arid tu urge yet: tn 1ii"I‘H[}l"'t {'il-'r'
I"illl"l"flRT and tretc A"r"E ti-1‘| Senate Bill M35 {fill 1l5t5}m1d |;;t;'|TIt|j'!|t_Ll‘|itt[:| ||flu_,m Hm ||5,_‘t-1| {H11
lt'i3+l] '-=-Tittcn Cl-|'ll]|’ cu en g:~;ci:+e_t_uir c:|||f|- en llll'£_t: -.gr_prcmiunt eiyttry,

A5 u premium eiger cnrer|.tmer and e|||h11eiu5t5fl E135 :.-:u1-|.l HB 1-I53-l will preteet my paesinn fer
premium cigar:-s urn] will nu lengcr den}: premium cigar:-1 _nurit}' tIJ't-Ll litimcee tinder the tux cede-

Furtherm|.tre_ Pill I135 and l-IB lti3-I will ulue benefit retailers, cnmcumere, :||I'|t.l in turn the utttlc
by cneeuraging i1t-state |:|-urehzesfi ct‘ premium cigar:-.-=. The tixcd iii?-t rate will allew preinhirn
cigar retailer:-; tu better price their prnducte :|.r|-ct cnmpetc in the marltct ier retuii salcs cf premium
cigars: and ultimutelgr generate peeitit-"c grr:-u-'tJ1 el'in-:-tt:1tejeh;: :1n|:l tut: rctrcituc.

In zelditien. SB I13-5 and lil:t lltidi-t are purely-' prepeued ltL"L l:|-ills‘. lltcrelere en;-r tcstimnnjr nnt
directly» related tu texetiun sheuld be dismissed as unrelated testirnnny.

Alert. 1 ltrge yuu Eu I-‘Rlii-"iEl'~l'l" these bills item being “gutted dnd repiuec-Ll“ with ether Iitngurtge
tttlrcliltttl tc am g:irciec_|;|_r cup en lzirge er premium eiggrj; it i."-" uh uncthicui circtinwentien um!
ntanipulatirm nt' the |t-mper pm-cc:-5:: ler public irwulvcment

In cineing. I re!-:pectt"ull§,' eel; that yeu STRONGLY 5-UPPURT Hue.-'ui‘i |Z|-t‘Et'!illJ.t'li cigar
en|1eu|ncr:~:_ retailer:-2. dletri lztutcrei and t'|t.iItJ‘tt.ttii1£'tL|l‘rl'r:-t tum] 1-etc A1’ E en Henntc Hill I135 end
cnntptmiu-rt llemie Hill lti3-1 [illl I151-t-t] written un.l}' uu am excise Lt-t.‘-I cup u-rt large er |'.rrc|t1iI.un

thuul: yuu tier gru ur time an-Li ttttcritiun urn this tazerttien matter-

l~iinccrely', .
_:__r ‘_|' _

| -'_j_!I--.:_ 5.-_ 1.

= 2-I5-EEIIE1

Limnt l\§.uw:t.~:t|.l~;i

euuhuuuprentehuwaii@}§.rahne.cr:|n

'iiIIEtTlJl
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HI I-i -'2Cigar Rights uf America.Haw
ll‘-l'l: lictiliun ltr 5'=l'l1UT'~E'[.iL‘l" BU FPURT an eseise tau; cap uf $13.51] en. large cigars.

1 ant writing Tu yuu |tr|.!.:'|j|.- as a crmsumer ul' |'t|'r:mit||‘|1 cigars arttl Ie urge 1.-‘cu let HTHIINIII ."r’
Hll li'I"t I=l~l'l" and '-tilt! AYE en Senate Hill ll 35 {SB M35] mid enmpaitieit lleuse liill Itift-t. tllll
I634} written unly as an eseise tas egg gt |g;|_,''e_e1rp_re§iti_tint cigars.

.-its a premium cigar censumcr and enthusiast Hi-1 2135 and [Ill 11534 -will pt't;il_t.:t;| my passien ter
premium cigars tuid will nu iengcr deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tas en-dc.

Furdtermere, till I135 and llli lt'r3»l will alsu bcrletil retaiiers. eensumers, and iu turn the state
by encuuraging ir|-state purchases pfpremium cigars. The tisud tas rate will allew premium
cigar retailers lu helter price their pred uets and eempete in the ntarl-:el Fer retail sales et" prernium
cigars and ultimaleij,-' 1.1_cncrate pesitivc grnwth at‘ in-state juhs aml tas revenue.

|r| adsliliun. SB 2135 and HE 1634 are purely pr-npased lea hills; theretere any testiraeny net
directly related tn ta.‘-zatien sheuld he disrnissed as uruelated tcstimeny.

.-"rise. i urge yea tn lilitl ii-I‘ I ‘I.'*~t'|' these hills tram being “gutted and replaced“ with ether language
urarelate-|.l tn an t:Z'tI..‘is1.:_t:1!t cap-_ert large er premium cigars: it is an unethical eire ulusentinit taut
rnan.ipuiat.iu-n u-tithe prnper prncess l'nr puhlie inwtl-sement_

in clusirtg. [ respcetfull;-r asls that yuu t~i't‘l~tttI]"~iIt2l.‘r' t~il.|l‘P1[‘.t RT Ilawai‘i premium cigar
euusnmers. retailers. -.listril'u|1urs_ and n1a1u.1i':|elurers and sate .I\'r'lIln:1 §'il:|1als‘ liill Zliifiaurl
cumpstniuu I-Iuuse Bill lt|3-=1-(HE! l~t13=l] written mil;-.'a_s:n1 §_."|_tI;.‘_l_.'?-1:__lEtZf;_t.'-_:-.t_['| an large |._uf__|'rre:ttiurr|
cigars-

Thank. yuu ti:a'yeurtintcalt-1.1atterltiurmn this tasutien matter.

ltitnecmljr. 7,-,

Eiigitature: - — _ _ — Date: 23' lg

l"ri|t|es.l Nam-:: In H1-l at l""i“l'1E'_,li‘i-'5-

I-.|:s|il:’t1l|.lrI:ss; N"-FIE-.r"_§-g ip|"t-"41:. Q.|l"4£I't_‘L_l-§¢.if:r--"I='.Iil,{el-';|
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Cigar Rigltts ef America, Haw iii --3 ji

ll I-II: I‘-atitinrt tu HT HUME LY HUPPURT an eseise taa__ca|;_g[_Sl].5l] en large cigars.

l am 1'-'r*itirtg ta yer: tttrluy as it ctrrtstrrrter ct premium cigars and te urge yuu te S'I‘lii'.CIl"'lGI_."'||’
I~il.|PPt'll7tT and sate t\‘|"iiI en Senate liilt 2135 -[t-its Z135} and eampaitian llause llill llieit-it {Ill}
ll:-3-1] written ertly as an e_s5:_i.s_e ta_s_eap an large er_;|-L..1rt|ium cigars.

As a prcrn.it.trrt cigar cansumer and enthusiast Bill 2135 t-tItEl I-I]? 1-E34 will preteet my passirm fer
prcmimu cigars anrl will rte lerrger deity premium cigars parity are! titirn-ess untl-er the tas eerie-

Fttrtltcmterc. HI! II3-5 and llfl I634 will alse benefit retailers, enasumers. antl in turn the state
by ericeuragirrg in-state purchases at'|1-rerninrn cigars. The fiscd tas rate will allew premium
cigar retailers In better price their prcducts and epmpete in the marltct lbr retail sales cl premium
cigars and t|ltim:|tely generate |ttrsitiye gruwth a|' in-statc jabs and tas rcyenue.

In arltlilittrt. SB I135 and I-Ill H13-t are purely prapeseti tas bills; tltercferc any testimcny net
tlirectly related tn It3|Jtt1tlt'it't sheuld be dismissed as utuclatcd tcstimeny.

="'t|str. I urge yau ta l‘li'.li"r'lil"~l'l' these hills Frem being “gutted and replaced" with ether language
ultrclutctl In alt csr:isc_t_gs_eeptt1t iargeer premium cigars; it is an tincthieal eirctrmycntiun aiul
rnauipulatien efthe prcrger preecss liar public int-'t.tlw;."t]‘tt.Il1i.

la elesing. l respectfully ask that yau t-i'l‘lvlt‘t]'"itI;[.‘lt" SH FPURT Hawai‘i premium eigar
eaasurtters. retailers. rlistrihuters. and manufacturers anti yrtlr: r\'l"l'l an Senate llill 2135-a|u.i
etiittpartirrn llertlse Bill H134 [Hli l=lr3-l] ts-'|'ittelt ttttly as illl e.s_r.j_is§: tas cap an large rtr pre|'|'|ium
erg.-gs.

Than]-.'. yen fer yaur time and atteritien en this tasatian matter.

l‘§lnt.‘c'rely, .

Fiigrtttttlrer fr 5 _ Date: I5 Emit?

l‘|'i|r|e».l hlartte: _ 'l:lI'|’Jt"|_-I"|E.l| E . FREE:-r.||1.|;_y_t'*j|

I-Iatail aat|r._-..-1.: _ Ups 5-irr:.i_1_ E3‘ T3-w~s__k_i . t‘..-em-.

Eipeutle: _'-‘~itp"t'-=t'1



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that oould either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or eonsumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should he made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adulm.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

l would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that oould either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submi "

Signature: _ _ Z

Printed Name: _

3¢h00l7 KQQA-fl— _ Grade Level: {Q

Email Address: Q mag iggfltgl Q am.“ , aqge

Add persona] comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to !es@t'bdc0fl"ee.com, orfax to: 808822-973]
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while 1 place the health, and safety of our students first, l have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or constnned by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every efibrt should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

1 understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigr made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the prernium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
I‘-": " _ “‘-‘\_\_ ./"I

$is=1anlr== .""‘-.-,“‘7—’“"“f‘ fn
Printed Name: gilt 5,435; \ ii \-§ _

$chooI:_iA.O._Q_OcC3\ _ _ Gm,;1¢ Le-set; Q '*

Email edema Qantas_(Je‘_t_f\5@l: -
Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

" ~ 'H\ ' it_ tqmw (lie poi n/t3ud/Lt-l-Qcl if>‘d0<;_‘~ 13~'~"~¢~
Nina rum-2». A-€,Q/4/'\ 51. lu1o»0\ Oi '5*l1>d4/'/d<'>
finiovdno) ,?»uarv\iU't\'"~ Cl

Please email this petition to !es@lbdco_fiee.cnm, orfizx to: 308-822-9?3i'
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association plmsc visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii-

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, busincsses.jol:rs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco lea f, hand—c»onsu-ucted and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, -)
-in (..»f-s"-In -' _,;_,

Signature: L_;r_./"~_- L _

Printed Name: 5 24' gf if; pf __//__//‘f-;;<_/_"5<:?/r
' _/*1. .":/or/,2

School:)_( /41f fléfji Grade Level: 8

Emi1~ur==a=_/”7- ta- _ Z?'iz:.-.<..<.':.-¢<et-1-
Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to !es@!bdc-o_fi'ee.com, orfrrx to." 308-822-973]
For More lrtfon-nation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiotnorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii Slate Legislature.

l am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while l place the health. and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms, husinessm, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

l understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigarfitssociation is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leafl hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

l would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that oould either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted. I

Signature: _. ‘lid-_—-—

Printed Name: Fir? *1 £1’-‘ll _ £‘~§'-"j

3'°l1°°15 . 1'1""-4-'1-Q.=l’. "'j7A‘—fll-ii "irT4'fH_ I Grade Level: (? 5 X1’ E ‘I 2‘

Emailfltddress: LQVHQ _ TIT-J Eu" -fjdjzicujis
Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please email thispetition to 1es@fbdcoflee.c0m, orfor lo: 3&5’-<§'ZZ—973 I
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

l am a teacher, and recently l became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

[ would like to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a prcmitun cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobaeco leaf, hand—constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

l would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature: _

Printed N 1 fi1lNHa't-r.n17's;g ,

School:_  %gg= Grade Lcvel:___ /0 "1' Q

EmailAdmS= 
Add ocraonal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to t‘es@!bdcofl'ee.com. orfax ta: 808-822-9.731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiieigarass0eiation.0rg



Teacher’s Petition
{And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

1 would like to say that while l place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not W d pre-
mium cigais being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect om" farms, businesses, jobs, and personal fi-eedorns as adults.

i understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hanrhconstructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature:

Printed Name; IEO1-I‘? §‘_r,tf.-\./

School: Grade Leve|:_ if?‘ /'2 m

Email Address: sits-5, ,-.<,,M..-rel, /4.<-=.*%~».»or' . .<.t-.
Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

>~l'-\' -l-'T- 3' .

.01» r_¢>~n?m:.- _,es~~c/,1,-t1.tn"' 9'1-‘ .-‘$1’-'-"'7' "-'1"'“' *5’:

c /:0’-co acre. .411“/its .W~*'-r ‘W“' 'J ' ,_.'_.

Please email this petition to 1e.r@fbdc0flée. com, orfsx to: 808-822-915’!
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

l am a teacher, and recently l became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that Sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not svitncs@ pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furtliennore.
every effort should be [trade to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

5is11=t111ra= at 1at tins.1:-3’

l . ,Printed Name:_l-lga fittmrll, J: it t rt

5°l1°*1]1...ll.>llil,l.‘['+,_t'~i"iil'tt;;l"tQ;>¢l'lc£-ll ._ oradttw-=|= ‘1’~IL
J K

Erna1lAddress:;‘_l gt 11,1 i,_.lnl.'<l, =_ ,_“.,|\ r__Q=-'1' r'r' rt.-t L . f (‘-\("1I\_
-1 J ,

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to Ies@lbdcofiE2e.com, orfzx to: 808-822-W3}
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature.

I am a teacher. and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in olrr schools. Furthermore,
every efibfl should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal fieedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand—constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

l would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Sub 'tted, _,/K,,,,,,,,,, /w._,,n
Printed Name: l “HL "ll if $-‘>t‘i"'

l -- .- . -. " " ’ — '
School: i\/L" l--l r *"'-"" ‘-"it L“ it tilt‘t_'1" , Grade Level: KL) l Z"

| .-.

Email Address; |,.~..-t "Fl If we _'_l. "t -is-.~_- H, _
Add persona] comments here, or attach additional testimony: _

1 l.“l€,‘._'-E ‘~_.»t‘:"c-"ti L-'t't.t,'{l'|l:.I" lI"1'l -L'{ll.'.\p"-ls»! ifli-fl’ "'1ll;‘~lf

ti [\t.l- 7‘

I./'

Please email thispetition to !es@l'bdco_fi'ee.com, orfax Io: 808-822-SW3!
For More Inforrnation on the Hawaii Cigarfltssociation please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

1 am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigats being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every etfort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of‘ all natural tobacco leat", hand-constructed and l1and~wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

l would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that eould either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Su _4
Signature: '_“‘-~

Printed Name: /255$ ’@'G'»=?"\/¢7—

Stlwolr /9/7 575/ \§\¢/F99 5-— Grade Level: ?

Emailfltddress: 1/(Ca;-=.-<.,¢,,_ @ /Cavmt . §>I>t/

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email thispetition to les@ibdco_fiIee.c0m, orfax to: 308-822-9?3i
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiieigarassociationmrg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

l am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while l place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre~
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or eottstuned by youth in ottr schools. Furthertnore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses. jobs, and personal ireedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco lest} hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would lcindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar ittdttslzty in Hawaii.

Rsspwfitfly Submitted.-_. -I _,-- ---- -—
--;.'"._i'.—'" 1-'%”%:/'“' /

./'
Printed Name:_ /fig‘, it .=_;;_LZ _

School: -" -uq tr . H. _ y Z Grade Level" -

Email Address: /l/5.-‘Qt: iff-7* -¢)’»l"\-' xi’ wt- Z

Add personal continent ere, gr attach additional testimony:

Piease email thispetition to t'es@ibdeofi"ee.com, orfox to: 808-822-9731
For More lnfonnation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org
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March	
  31,	
  2013	
  
	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Members	
  of	
  the	
  Hawaii	
  State	
  Legislature,	
  
	
  
My	
  name	
  is	
  Shana	
  T.	
  Carvalho,	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  a	
  Hawaii	
  public	
  school	
  teacher	
  at	
  Wilcox	
  
Elm.	
  School.	
  	
  Recently,	
  I	
  became	
  aware	
  of	
  legislation	
  that	
  could	
  either	
  support	
  or	
  
threaten	
  the	
  livelihood	
  of	
  the	
  Kauai	
  Cigar	
  Company,	
  and	
  other	
  businesses	
  selling	
  
premium	
  cigars	
  in	
  our	
  State.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  while	
  I	
  place	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  of	
  our	
  children	
  and	
  
students	
  first,	
  I	
  have	
  not	
  witnessed	
  nor	
  heard	
  of	
  premium	
  cigars	
  being	
  a	
  product	
  
that	
  is	
  either	
  marketed	
  to,	
  or	
  consumed	
  by	
  youth	
  in	
  our	
  public	
  schools.	
  
	
  
I	
  feel	
  that	
  premium	
  cigars	
  should	
  be	
  regarded	
  as	
  a	
  luxury	
  product	
  that	
  is	
  enjoyed	
  by	
  
legal	
  aged	
  adult	
  consumers,	
  and	
  every	
  effort	
  should	
  be	
  made	
  to	
  protect	
  our	
  Island	
  
farms,	
  businesses,	
  jobs,	
  and	
  personal	
  freedoms.	
  
	
  
I	
  would	
  kindly	
  ask	
  that	
  you	
  consider	
  my	
  testimony	
  when	
  considering	
  legislation	
  that	
  
could	
  either	
  support	
  or	
  negatively	
  impact	
  the	
  premium	
  cigar	
  industry.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
STC	
  
	
  
	
  
Shana	
  T.	
  Carvalho	
  
	
  



March 31. 2013

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature.

My name is Kathryn Bailey, and I am a Hawaii public school teacher at Kapaa High
School. Recently, I became aware of legislation that could either support or threaten
the livelihood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses selling premium
cigars in our State.

l would like to say thatwhile I place the health, and safety ofchildren first. I have
notwitnessed or have knowledge of premium cigars being a product that is either
marketed tn, or consumed by youth in our schools.

I feel strongly that premium cigars should be regarded as a luxury product that is
enjoyed by legal aged adult oonsumers, and every effort should be made to protect
our island farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms.

I would kindly ask thatyou consider my testimony when considering legislation that
could either support or negatively impact the premium cigar industry.

Sincerely,

Z
Printed Nam
Kathryn Bailey



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii Slate Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

l would like to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthennore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal fi-eedoms as adults.

1 understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

i would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature: ; _

Printed Name: Y'l_Q_

School: Kat l lg |‘ _PQ[1Q _ Grade Level: fl

Email Admms: i

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to !es@IbdcofiIee.com, orfax to: 808-822-93731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood ofthc Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every efihrt should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signaiure:|&&,£ -Si fig; €’fl',g j

Printed 1~ta—n=;§g ml/1 L. ._§g1,em-Bl/I
School: y:,gUm,i|c1@p1§@Q_ PM Grade 1_=ve|=§-fign+ gs;-trial

. Cuuedlo
Email Address: '|§;' lgjggflfiglgl Q-’;9[}Q,»;i» I, fl mg '

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to 1es@Ibdcofiée.com, orfax to: 808-322-9?3I
For More Infonnation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiornorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, l have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal fieedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf; hand~const1-ucted and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

l would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that oould either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfillly Submitted, ;- .

PrintedName;

School: ¥Ql'\lAtk3é§{>bn5._:_ , Grade Level: L
amt-at Address; ma list Fina-t.@§Lm=1'tl ._ca1-~
Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email thispetition to !es@!bdc0_fi‘Zee.c0m, orfax to." 808-822-9731
For More lnfonttation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Out Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I becarne aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

l would like to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
rniurn cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every elfort should be made to protect ottr farms, businesses, jobs, and personal fieedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
tutd weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, "
c; ' . __- ’

Signature: ' _. .--—= _ ‘ "

Printed Name: ¢__.»- ii '"'-If" J/)5.-it ll Git Q.
. r I _

School:l/lat-it-til5>.i(;2_:i_~_t@ 13¢? Q Grade Level: l 51+
Email Address: "+zI'%t5?-"t’¢'-it!-"1}.bl ltgflug i /.1; in-.1

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email thispetition to les@!bdco_,fi‘ee.c0m, arfzx to: 8U8—322~973i'
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigm-association.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Om‘ Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like tn say that while l place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal ii-eedorns as adults.

l understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tohaoco leaf, hand-constnucted and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premittrn cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Sub Atted, I a

Signature: J A ' - t ‘

Printed Narne: [1 in _ F»

School: tgiflttt I an 0 _ Grade Level:
EmailAddrcss:fI/ (i~'l".?7
Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

771!/E? /‘:3 /J0 (2-rzfam av /an,-l:&»m Qpr/¢?¢i*-'5 fH'£'—</E’ 455/
0-7(t" Q1,‘ cit’/.

Please email this petition to t'es@t'bdc0fiee.com, orfax to: 808-822-9?3 I
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



\
Teacher ’s Petition

(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I arn a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our snidents first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should he made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

l would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that oould either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully s brnittcd,

Signs _._- g , _ g

Printed Name:_ Q,

Sclto~ol:_ (>\>Q S Grade Level: 3
Email .4.ddress:')X?AY\gI_\\é0t\‘€-:\@" t_c>rh

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to !e.r@fbdc0fi’ee.com. orfn: to: 808-822-97'31
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiun.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members ofthe Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and rectly I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or oonsumed by youtl1 in our schools. Furthermore,
eveiy effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of‘ all natural tobacco teat‘, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar iltdusiry in Hawaii.

Respectfttlly Submitted,
-- ' i

Signnture:_ 7c“‘1'~O)"-*""T4»1.!4.§. Q1 -‘K

Mia f'€i"-.j- _

School:_ JKA--\-4-= "P-)3 F/36 _ Grade Level: S

5111511 Addms; _/én-t'rL--)7» nJ sou‘ K . Carri

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony;

I‘ /15 E_ ;\_,q -/- 1',-J,-ff-1u»_5'§t t’;»-J-I Cl51jt_.¢"S' 13.} 5'14.-r I:-'-:&;—o'eJ Ft/'9/L

Please email this petition to ies@lbdcofi"ee.com, orfax to: 808-822~9731
For More hiforrnation on flue Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Om Schools)

Dear Members ofthe Hawaii State Legislature,

I am it teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

l would like to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars heing a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal Ereedoms as adults.

l understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully S rtted,

Signature: '-

Printed Name: j  Z\.i=i

School: "i"\{N at i \-<'Af?l=~r\£C> _ Grade Level: ALL

Email Address: l-4»; zeta-is<>?+Lot¢ or L(_<'1)§.ma.u_. Cam
Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email’ thispetition to ies@!bdco_g?Zse.com. orfatr to: 808-822-W31
For More information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociafion.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that oould either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ofour students first, l have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf; hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

see-me:
PrintedName:_ Mari V01?of

School:_ Kenufrepane For Grade Lsve1;_4_dmi'mi~re-fen ~.tv.a;srf-
snot

Email Address: mark. l'o.yautw'Cj§mar,}_ Con]

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to Ies@!bdc01jVee.com, orfxx to." 808-322-9731
For More Infonnation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every elfort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf, ha.nd~constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when comideting legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Sub 'tted,

Signature: ,»'L'

Printed Name: ' H

School: ' ‘ _,4?7fl@_fl.».:¢> _ _ Grade Level: 5 */Z
Email Address: 51% ;-»,,:.--, Czgfzjg-Q gdm-:3’; / CE}; , -

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email’ thispetition to !es@lbdcnfi'ee.com, orfax to: 808-822-W3!
For More htformation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should he made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf} hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted

Signature: 4%
Printed Name: __§°¢l 1‘l'Y3l 5 H‘ H)
Stilt)-D12 l<4/ht/ilk, GradeLevel: Q?‘ [Z
Email Address: 6¢>d\/¢14’flfh'lV0@,g?M/ll-F4-"'1 -
Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to ies@1bdc0fi'ee.com, orfax to: 308-322-973]
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
rnium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should he made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal fiecdorns as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask fliat you consider my testimony when considering legislation that oould either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, "SW. ,___ L, ii? ll (K /4§“~»-s.-._<»\./i£'(
I I

Pri.ntedName:_ _ l"""“'~fJ-1’ clef; /Ii-' /if f/Gilt/tt’

School: E 51. P vi '(('5l1,j‘+'."-'i"'"' Ci Grade Level: K0~..1;'l' ;:1..t_.r

Email Address: fv./f1*‘; '

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to 1es@ibdcofii=:e.eom, orfttx to: 808-822-SW31
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociat:ion.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I wouldlike to say that while I place the health, and safety ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect ozn farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully S '

Signature‘

Printedbl : Ipohlgri Q

School: l'<a\"|l£‘.l<@-§ZQ\_t"iO PC» 5 Grade Level: l< “l 1-

Emailaddressz IPo‘l'i>i"r'==Q3 '

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Piease email this petition to l'es@l'bdco_fi'ee.c0m, orfax to: 308-3Z2—9?'3I
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members oflhe llawaii Slate Legislature,

I am a teacher. and recently l became aware oflegislation that could eilhcr support, or thrcatcn the liveli-
hood ofthc Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while l place the health, and safely ofour students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars bcing a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every clTort should be madc to protect our famis, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the l-lawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely" by
hand ofall natural tobacco lcafl hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Quhrn ittcd

Signature: _

Printed l\lame:fi it 7L='_Jjtt 5/_/_1/A51‘-'1kw _

School: _ Fr _ _ _ __ Grade l.cvel:&H Q 5 .§

Emallfiiddrcss: I]1Qj\_l.Y\Cl-bya lap! gpv Eéaglhod l Lam

Add personal comments hcrc, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdco_,§l"ee.corn, orfor I0: 808-822-9?3l
For More lniormation on the llawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members ufthe Hawaii Slate Legislature.

l am a teacher. and recently I beearne aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hund ot" the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

l would like to say that while I place the health, and safety nfuur students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed ltt. ur eunsunted by youth in our sehu-els. I-‘ttrthermere.
every etibn should be made to protect our fanns. bt|s1'nesses.jnbs. and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the llav--aii Ci;_1art-fltsseeiation is a eigar made entirely by
hand efall natural tobacco leaf. hand—ennst|-uetcd and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weigltirtg more than l'i1nr puunds per nne thousand cigars.

l would ltindly ask that you eensider my teirtimnnjv when t:0rt5idt:t'it1g legislatinn that euuld either support ctr
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in |l- waii.

Respeetfullv Submitted |‘ )'

Signature:

Printed l\’amt::_ d.¢C-t ill HQ tat t.»t QM
School: CU.5_l'l4-t_ CQ_U»t /\_-gt vt_.-1_,qL|_-g_ Grade l.evel:__i _ _

Add personal eeminents here. er attach additienal testimony:

Please er.-rm‘! this peritierr re festigilbdcrg/j?t'=2e.r'or:r, cirfrzr I0: -5'06’-822-973!
Fer More Inforrnatien on the I-lawaii Cigar /tsseeiatinn please visit

hawaiieiga rassneiatinn.org



Teaeher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the I lawaii State l.egislature.

I am :1 teaclier, and recently l became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood ofthe Kauai Cigar C't‘tmpat't}". and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and sat‘-::t)' of our students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthemiore.
ever}-' clfort should be made to protect our farrns. businesses. jobs. and personal tieedorns as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the llnwaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ol'all natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than ibur pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in llavraii.

ltcspectiully Submitted.

Signature: J/;:7: ___‘_ ____

Printed i\'ame:_ P21/'{_ ti~5fi4='ZrJ __ _

S-ChD'4JlI __ L‘. C-_ * i _ 7 _ Grade Leg-c|:_

Email Address: _ 5rfi& 

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Pfeose erttctitl riiiir petition to iest'§t}ibdeog?i*e.e*r1nz, orfiix 10: 808-822-9?} I
For More lnfom-nation on the I lawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii Stale I.egislature.

I um a teacher. and recently l became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood ol'the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and satiny ofour students firsL I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. i-'urthermorc.
every etTorl should be made to protect our famts. businesses. jobs. and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as delined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco lcail hamzi-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or cltaractcrizing flavors,
and weigliing more than tiuur pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Rcspcctiitlly Sulapiiltcd, _ =~ 9,
/ -l. -- /

Sig|1at fi"' it _/,1’ . _
_,_/‘/I -I¢"‘- /

l’rintc-hdNarne: t-._‘-“Tt'-3-,[r_’-‘~-"../’ --I‘?/7 /if

-;_1‘l-’\ £11.]. F I '

School: __' _ ___ __ i-"__ fjmdg [_¢\.-el;__ _
. .», ,2

. . /' - lizmatl Address:/".171 1’__Cft- 1% ___ 

Add personal comments here. or attach adclitlonal testimony:

B

Please ernoif this petition to !e.r@iJ.iiidc-o,§?'ee.co:i:. orfttx to; 30¢‘?-822-9?3i
For More lnfbrrnation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiieigarassoeiation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the I-lawaii State Legislature.

I am a teacher. and recently i became aware oflegislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Contpany. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in I-Iawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ofocr students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or cortsutned by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our l'am1s. IJt1sirtcsses.joiJS. and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined he the Ilawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf. hand—construeicd and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in llawaii.

r‘ _' _.__

RtIspcctI'ttIl}'5t.t9l11liit.ItI. '~
Signature: 7- La ___ _ I

“~ ‘ r
Printed Natnep it.-Jk-‘~lll_l-‘c E _ ‘ i"L'_'i_ it t -It-t T- 5"

School: Ir‘-.;'t =_ t\[t'1 ll L'.-'t-'t_';-5 t_t ltj "L-‘*_i-411---‘llI *"'_';f*T Grade Level: 7 51' I I ":5 "sf
J

Email Address: ii lift ll r" I}-1. l tg_Q§;'—

Add personal comrnents here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petitiotr to t'es@ibrfeoflee.cor!t. or'f:I.t‘ to.‘ SUE-822-9?} I’
For More lnforintttion on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassoeia tion.org



Teaeher’s Petition
{And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the I lawaii State Legislatttre.

I am a teacher: and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
lwod oFll1¢ Kflllfli Cigar‘ Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

l would like to soy that wltilc l place tlte ltealtlt. and safety of our studeno: first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms. businesses. jobs. and personal Freedoms as adults.

I unden-ztancl that a premium cigar as defined by the llav.-aii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either sttpp-ort or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in llawaii.

ltespecttttlly Submitted. .

Signature: __ /K

Printed Name: é, K i)tZ{';:.-"l__\l-‘F
Scho-ol:_"£ é 51"5-"1 3 l égfi 5;;/_??;;,§?;_'_ Grade Level: l 39¢-1-'¢7}£L¢'

|=.m=ia| Address:

Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please enroii this péfffiflfl to !es@!brfcoflée.r;'unr. or121.: Z0.‘ 803-1???-975!
For More lnlbrmation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociatiomorg



Teacher's Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members ofthe Hawaii State Legislature,

lam a teacher. and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood ofthe Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in I-lawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ofour students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars bcing a product that is either marketed tn. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms. businesses, jobs. and personal freedoms as adults.

l understand that a premium cigar as defined by the I Iawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco Icafi hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or cltaractcrizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar indut~1ry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature:__2p("'42:'--I ___ _

Printed Name: Lon‘. D¢Z'7fQ_l5fl_‘5 _

Schoo|:§_-liq!-“it éfl'Iflt-t_l'_‘]_r-1')‘ _ Grade Levelzcgjgufl.

Email Addms:lm Qflg@ (U MA

Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please emoii this petition to ie.t'@.ibdc0,§Fec.cont, orfrrx to: 808-822-973}
For More information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiieigarassoeia tiort.org



Teaehe1"s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature.

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware oflcgislation that could either support. or threaten the iii.-cl i-
hood ofthc Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in I-lawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ofour students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or eonsttroetl by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every elfort should be made to protect our famts. businesses. jobs. and personal Freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and Itand-wrapped. 1.'-'it.l1 no filler or characterizing liavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would ltindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in I-law.-iii.

Respeetlitlly Submitted. F
1 _4¢;.:_,,_.;- '

Signature: _ -- “—.4:='-‘F--%--;

Printed Name: _ F241’ /'1/1 iq _

School: ijQ,i,;,, Q 'Q,I,,-1._~,,{¥ gfltffigg _ Grade Lcvcl: ggliifiq

Email 1\ddress:__F;,;n (-9 E-Gib é _

Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Piease email this pew.-‘on to 1es»:'§;:!todcq[]"ee.¢-011:, orfax to: 808-622-9?3i
I-‘or More information on the lian.-"aii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiieigarassoeiatiomorg



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the I-Iatvaii State Legislature.

I am a teacher. and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood oi‘ the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety oliottr students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium eigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms. businesses. jobs. and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a prcntium cigar as defined by the I-lav-aii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ot‘all natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and ltand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respcetfitlly Submitted. . ,.
7 -. .: -‘-.

Signature: 5?-5. _ "_ "t-'*_-.-5 "

. ‘Tit -_ ." |' - , _ iPrinted Name: \_Q_._. i_ \ it '..'.t, _r__.-__
I r __ _ I .. _

School: I--I I-tvttt if 'll"~l'1-"Riv - t._='-~.i-_-:t_ _ (iradel.evel:___

Email Address: tit If

Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please errtoi! tlrrls petitiort to le.t'@!bd'c0flee.e'r:rtt, or Io: 3915'-322-9P3}
For More lnfonnalion on the Hawaii C lgar Association please visit

hawaiieigarassoeiation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State l.eg,isIalure.

I am a teaeher. and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten lhc liveli-
hood ol'the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I piace the health. and safety ofour students lirst, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marl-teted to. or consumed by youth in our schools. I-'urtherrnore,
every -::Pr"ort should be made to protect our farms. husincsses.jobs, ndpersonal lrcedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco |caI'. hantl-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing Iiavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would ltinrlly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
nt:galiVt2I}" impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Rtspcctfuily Submit: d

Signature: A 
.-if

Printed Name: $0}-'5"?-* __

School: -’i"tg¥l'e§.Ui1£UUfT'y fi§=|;',§'¢I-;1f' _ Grade l.e\.'cl: Ga;

limail Address: 53$"'11___

Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please entail mi: petition to t'e.r@!bu'coj}’ee.c0:n. orfstr to: 8&5‘-322-9?3!
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar .-‘tssociation please visit

hawaiieigarassoeiatiomorg



Teaeher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear ivlembers of the llawaii State Legislature.

l am a teacher. and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in llawaii.

l would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ot‘our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed lo. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms. businesses, jobs. and personal freedoms as aduits.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the llawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than tour pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly asl-: that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respeell'ully_ISubmittct;I.

Sisnalt-r¢=_' I-1'1’-'-1’.
Printed n§me=@7% _Q_, F

School: 4W\_ ~€/ Grade Level: "

|=mai|tdd~s:\/.na%’aAar@/i
Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

' _ M/97I pwpfl ewe 47/351% "J17 P‘ M”
<1/I /»rl’Si \l%M7 slot/all he _ 4“/"“"‘@'

=9 row jwss/i ll»/Q lflwt Hi: i”i-iii)-'3»

Pt'e'ct'.$'€ email this pett't'frJr1' to fe.r{_:§}t"ddc-oflee. com. arfnx to: 808-822-9?31
I-‘er More tnthrmation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiieiga rassoeia tion.org



Teaeher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature.

I am a teacher. and recently l became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and sal'et}' ol" our students first, i have not witnessed pre-
mium eigars being, a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. l-‘ttrthemtore.
every effort shnuld be made to protect our famts. businesses. jobs. and personal fit-cdoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the I lawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco leaf. lt:tnd—eenstrueted and hand-wrappfld. with no filler or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more thatt four peruttds per one thousand cigars.

I wottld kindly ask that you consider my testitnony when considering legislation that could either support or
negativelg,-" impact the premium cigar industry in llawaii.

Re:-1ptt.'ctlulljt'Submilted. .

Signature: _ _

Printed Name: _ _ K 4}-/:_.-"" _

"’ //-I '1? e .
4. t - ,_ _».

Sehool: ,-‘5i¢,_t_»5_- 1'. ._,_;.-,t't;.-.-, 57¢ * ' .-‘-'_ _ Ltrade Level:_ 1 -‘. ‘fag:
' 1

1-:-m-i|M»1r<=»»=
Add persottal comments here. or artaeh additional testimony:

if _ . " . -‘Q . .r .- .-"T L J.-I-t-‘f "///---L{_; f_ f ._ L ,_ _. _ ;-T-1., 1.- ;._ t_..-_ i L- t. t - t - .» - -:7

."/II ‘_z"- ‘ L1’. git I'|l "ll. 1;. III’ ‘| ' ( I "H I.‘ 1%?‘ (_.-'-I ‘up F. ‘ L--‘-1 -4: I ' 5

\- p-I-bk".*.;_--: c l.t_'t-['7“W ix *1; -ii-ill-.’t._. t-"1'-t. . -K _~_! -.3,” it '*""l=--'1-ti? --.--t r 7L J

Piease entail this petitiotr to !es@lbdoo_,-_'fl:e.e*0m. m-frtx to.‘ 308-822-9?3I
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

haw.-aiieigarassoeiafion.org



Teaeher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Ilawaii Slate l.e_t_t,isiaturc.

I am a teacher. and recently I became aware oi" legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood ol‘the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ot'our students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furtltertnore-.
every elTot‘l should be made to protect our farms, businesses. jobs. and personal Freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the I-Iawaii Cigar ./tssociation is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofail natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in llttwaii.

Respeetfttlly Submitted,

Signature: 1" ‘*'

- . .5 if "t.-—-IPrtntedhiatne: —Vl/- __ _ _' _

School: _f“:t»..|.g.i'gt' _ _ Grade |.evel:_-;.'_;;3 '4.“-_lt~:’ _

timat Andros:
Add personal comtncnts here. or attach additional testimony:

Please entail’ this petition to ies@lhdc'0_{,iee.eonz, or-fitx to: S08-S22-9?}!
For More Irtlorntation on the Iiawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature.

I am at teacher, and recently I became aware oi‘ legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood ofthe Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety ol'ottr students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every efliort should be made to protect our fitrtns. businesses. jobs. and personal freedoms as adults.

i understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofell natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and hnnd-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighitig more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

R F ll S b edcspeelu 3" u mitt . ___, -

nature: ' (-=*’“/(%'15 _ . _ _ .

Printed Namc:__

School: ti-{fiit"_&_/ Grade Level: I

limailrltddrcss: [fl kfikfl {Q Qggrtjl ,5 {.'{3f)’)

Add personal comments here. or attach additional testinmny:

Please email thispetition to fe.r@fbdeo_,fi’ee.eont, orfdtr Io: 5'83-822-9?3 I
For More lnfonnation on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teaeher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Metnhcrs of the llawaii State Legislature.

I ant a teacher. and recently I became aware oi" legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood ol" the Kauai Cigar Company. and other busittesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health. and safety of our students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or eottstttttctl by youth in our schools. Furthennore.
et-"cry effort should be made to protect our fanns. businesses. jobs. and personal Freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the I lawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ofall natural tobacco Ieati hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filler or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

i would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respettfullt Sub ' ted

Signaturc:_ _ _

Printed Name; __ flip CA, LE “I'D/W

School:_Kfl[,§q 1' Grade Level: Cfli Q

timail r\ddress:_c_-'_'{_>___lil"_o"'\l _

Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please emrrif that petition to t'es{ri‘,=fbrt’co{]é'e.co:t:. orfcrx lo: 808-822-973]
For More lnlormation on the llawaii Cigar Association please visit

hnwaiieigarassoeiatiomorg
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 5:23 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: mz9995@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/16/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Michael Zehner Hawaii Smokers Alliance Support No

Comments: The Hawaii Smokers Alliance supports any reduction in tobacco taxes.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



February 16, 2016

TO: Chair Angus McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on
Consumer Protection & Commerce

FROM: Cigar Association of America, Inc. 
(William Goo)

RE: SB 1634 - Relating to Taxation 
Hearing Date:  February 17, 2016
Time: 2:00 pm

My name is William Goo.  I represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA supports HB 1634 which creates a tax cap on the sale of large cigars.  This bill would
tax large cigars at the lesser of 50¢ for each large cigar or 50% of the wholesale price of
a large cigar which is the current rate.  The effect of a cap would not necessarily be an
increase in the number of cigar consumers or the consumption rate but should result in an
increase in local purchases and hence, more tax revenue for the State.

Thank you for considering this testimony.



16 February 2016

The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Room 320
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Representative McKelvey:

On behalf of Cigar Rights of America, which represents consumers, retailers, and
manufacturers of premium cigars – including the Kauai Cigar Company – we write to
you today in order to extend our full support and endorsement for HB 1634, which would
create a tax cap for premium and large cigars.

In these sensitive economic times, tax caps serve as a ceiling that protect premium cigar
manufacturers, retailers, and consumers from being subjected to onerous and regressive
levels of taxation of a product that is sold at higher prices than other tobacco products.

Tax cap measures, such as HB 1634, allow for the creation of a fair and equitable tax
system on products enjoyed by discerning adults.  These measures, also make a statement
to the small business friendly environment within your state. We applaud Representative
Souki, Representative Kawakami, and Representative Morikawa for their actions in
standing up for the entrepreneurs of Hawaii who want to sell large and premium cigars
and for protecting the consumers of Hawaii who want to enjoy their passion for great
artisan cigars without being subjected to unfair taxation.

A cornerstone mission of any state government is to protect the interests of small
businesses and to design policies that do not hinder their growth.  This mission is
accomplished through legislation like HB 1634

On behalf of our Hawaiian members, Cigar Rights of America again wishes to express
our full endorsement for HB 1634.

Sincerely,
Glynn Loope
J. Glynn Loope
Executive Director

CIGAR RIGHTS OF AMERICA | 300 New Jersey Avenue, Northwest | Washington, DC 20001
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Date:   February 15, 2016 
 
To:   The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair 
  The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair 
  Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

 
From:  Jessica Yamauchi, Executive Director, Hawai‘i Public Health Institute 
 
Re:   Strong Opposition for HB 1634, Relating to Taxation 
 
Hrg:  February 17, 2016 at 2:00pm at Conference Room 325 

 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION of HB 1634 which 
would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of the 
wholesale price for each cigar.   
 
The Coalition for a Tobacco‐Free Hawaiʻi (Coalition) is a program of the Hawaiʻi Public Health 
Institute (HIPHI) that is dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and 
advocacy.  With nearly two decades of history in Hawaiʻi, the Coalition has led several campaigns 
on enacting smoke‐free environments, including being the first state in the nation to prohibit the 
sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age.  
 
Cigar smoking harms health.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon 
General, cigar smoking causes oral cavity cancers (cancers of the lip, tongue, mouth and throat) 
and cancers of the larynx, esophagus and lung, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD).  Cigar smoke contains the same toxins as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar 
products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.  
 
Changing the tax rate promotes regulatory and tax loopholes. The Coalition has been fighting 
this legislation for the last 3 years. Large cigars are already taxed 20% less than other tobacco 
productsi.  Tobacco companies are notorious for taking advantage of loopholes to qualify for 
lower rate by modifying their cigars, even increasing cigar weight by adding material used in kitty 
litterii. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these 
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products more affordable to price‐sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes to 
switch to cigars, rather than quit.   
 
Large cigar sales have INCREASED while State health costs continue to RISE.  Between Fiscal 
Year 2014 and 2015, cigar sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%iii. Tobacco use remains the leading 
cause of preventable death and disease in Hawai‘i, claiming 1,400 lives each year and costing the 
State $526 million in healthcare costs directly attributed to smokingiv. Cigars today are no longer 
just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists of products that vary widely in 
sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including kids. 
Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.  
 
The public supports taxing large cigars. An independent poll conducted by Ward Research Inc. 
for the Coalition in November 2015 finds that 79% or nearly 8 out of 10 registered Hawai‘i 
voters support taxing other tobacco products such as smokeless tobacco and cigars at the same 
rate as cigarettes as part of efforts to reduce tobacco usev.  
 
Cigars appeal to kids. High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of 
all adults.  Young people model adult behaviors and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. 
According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Surveyvi, young adults (ages 18‐24) have the 
highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked 
cigars in the past month.  In addition, cigars are less regulated than cigarettes and are able to use 
kid‐friendly flavors that attract youth to their product. 
 
Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. 
Hawai‘i is already considered a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke‐free and 
tobacco control laws protecting our residents and children. Hawai‘i has been leading the way in 
tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  
Hawaii’s progress against tobacco must continue.  
 
The Coalition strongly opposes HB 1634 and respectfully ask the members to hold this bill in 
committee.  
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Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi 
Executive Director 
																																																								
i	Tobacco Tax (Chapter 245‐3) ‐ $0.16 per cigarette and little cigars, 50% of wholesale price for large cigars, and 70% 
of wholesale price for all other tobacco products. http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol04_Ch0201‐
0257/HRS0245/HRS_0245‐0003.htm  
ii	Bloomberg News. “Tobacco Firms Save $1Billion With Kitty Litter in Cigars,” 28 Feb 2013. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2013‐03‐01/tobacco‐firms‐save‐1‐billion‐with‐kitty‐litter‐in‐cigars		
iii	State of Hawai‘i, Department of Taxation. “Tobacco Tax Collections and Licenses – Year Ending June 30, 2015.” 
http://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/monthly/2015fyr7.pdf		
iv Campaign for Tobacco‐Free Kids. “The Toll of Tobacco in Hawai‘i,” 25 Sept 2015. 
http://www.tobaccofreekids.org/facts_issues/toll_us/hawaii  
v This study by War Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=806 Hawaii registered voters, 
conducted between October 17 and November 8, 2015. 
vi Campaign for Tobacco‐Free Kids. “Not Your Grandfather’s Cigar,” 13 Mar 2013. 
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/content/what_we_do/industry_watch/cigar_report/2013CigarReport_Full.pdf 	
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Executive	
  Officers:	
  
Derek	
  Kurisu,	
  KTA	
  Superstores	
  	
  -­‐	
  Chairperson	
  
John	
  Erickson,	
  Young’s	
  Market	
  Company	
  –	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  
Bob	
  Stout,	
  Times	
  Supermarkets	
  –	
  Secretary/Treasurer	
  
Lauren	
  Zirbel,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  
	
  

	
  
1050	
  Bishop	
  St.	
  	
  PMB	
  235	
  

Honolulu,	
  HI	
  96813	
  
Fax	
  :	
  808-­‐791-­‐0702	
  

Telephone	
  :	
  808-­‐533-­‐1292	
  
	
  
TO:	
  COMMITTEE	
  ON	
  CONSUMER	
  PROTECTION	
  &	
  COMMERCE	
  
Representative	
  Angus	
  L.K.	
  McKelvey,	
  Chair	
   	
  
Representative	
  Justin	
  H.	
  Woodson,	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  
	
  
FROM:	
  HAWAII	
  FOOD	
  INDUSTRY	
  ASSOCIATION	
   	
  
Lauren	
  Zirbel,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
RE:	
  HB1634	
  

	
  
Position:	
  Support	
  
	
  
The	
  Hawaii	
  Food	
  Industry	
  Association	
  is	
  comprised	
  of	
  two	
  hundred	
  member	
  companies	
  
representing	
  retailers,	
  suppliers,	
  producers,	
  and	
  distributors	
  of	
  food	
  and	
  beverage	
  related	
  
products	
  in	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Hawaii.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  support	
  this	
  measure.	
  A	
  taxation	
  rate	
  for	
  large	
  cigars	
  of	
  the	
  lesser	
  of:	
  fifty	
  cents	
  for	
  each	
  
large	
  cigar	
  or	
  fifty	
  per	
  cent	
  of	
  the	
  wholesale	
  price	
  is	
  a	
  fair	
  and	
  reasonable	
  rate	
  for	
  these	
  
products.	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  testify.	
  	
  

 

DATE:	
   Wednesday,	
  February	
  17,	
  2015	
  
TIME:	
   2:00	
  p.m.	
  
PLACE:	
   Conference	
  Room	
  325	
  

HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONHAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
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From: Lynda Hirakami <diabeatit@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:42 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Lynda Hirakami
15-2866  Pahoa Village Rd
P.O. Box 1455
Pahoa, HI 96778
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From: Lawrence Denis <lbd3emails@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:44 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Lawrence Denis
PO Box 385847
Waikoloa, HI 96738
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From: Shay Chan Hodges <shay.chanhodges@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:50 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Shay Chan Hodges
37 Puu Koa Place
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Michelle Gray <mmg2b@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:59 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Michelle Gray
430 Lanipuao Street
Honolulu, HI 96825
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From: Michael Kellar <Worldmk007@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:06 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Michael Kellar
435 Haleloa Place, Apt. E
Honolulu, HI 96821
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From: Joseph Humphry <jhumphry@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:10 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Ci gars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Joseph Humphry
3579 Nipo Street
Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: Stephanie Austin <stephandjim@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:13 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Stephanie Austin
495 Awalau Rd.
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Barbara Nosaka <barbrick@hawaiiantel.net>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:29 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Barbara Nosaka
2216 Hoonanea Street
Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: Kristie Roach-Holmes <krstroach@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4:07 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. C igars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Kristie Roach-Holmes
75-6115 Ka'ane'e Pl
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
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From: Michele Nihipali <nihipalim001@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4:12 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large ci gars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Michele Nihipali
54-074 Kamehameha Hwy. # A
54-074 A Kam Hwy
Hauula, HI 96717
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From: Ronald Chow <rowser50@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4:27 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market c onsists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Ronald Chow
548 ULUOA ST
KAILUA, HI 96734
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From: Christopher La Chica <cricketlachica@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4:29 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the l esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Christopher La Chica
94-1410 Lanikuhana Ave, 436, Mililani, HI Mililani, HI 96789
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From: Forrest Batz <fbatz@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 5:09 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Forrest Batz
HC3 Box 4730
Keaau, HI 96749
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From: Jeyci Kaili <jeyci.kaili@imua.ksbe.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 6:03 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the l esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Jeyci Kaili
456 Makani Circle
Hilo, HI 96720
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From: Jayson O'Donnell <jaysonod@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:09 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Jayson O'Donnell
3311 Campbell Ave
Honolulu, HI 96815
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From: Mark Levin <levin@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:19 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Mark Levin
2108 Hunnewell St.
Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: Cynthia P Chow <cyn.artemis@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:27 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Cynthia P Chow
46-369 Haiku Road
D-6
Kaneohe, HI 96744
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From: Lorrie Ann Santos <anelalani@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:48 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large ciga rs to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Lorrie Ann Santos
45-415 Lolii Street
Kaneohe, HI 96744
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From: Maria Moreno - Chow <morenochow@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 8:06 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Maria Moreno - Chow
548 Uluoa st.
Kailua, HI 96734
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From: Donna Chalmers <markheritage19@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 8:28 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Donna Chalmers
HCR 3 box 11074
Keaau, HI 96749
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From: Nicole Xavier <nhxavier.16@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 10:45 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoke d by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Nicole Xavier
Kapolei High School

Nicole Xavier
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92-320 Kiowao Pl.
Kapolei, HI 96707
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From: Alvin Wong <anwprods@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 12:16 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Alvin Wong
1163 Hooli Circle
1163 Hooli Circle
Pearl City, HI 96782/1904
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From: Patricia Fleck <pat.fleckconsulting@hawaiiantel.net>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 5:46 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cig ars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,  Patricia Fleck

Patricia Fleck
77-215 Ho'owaiwai Court
Kailua Kona, HI 96740
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From: Marilyn Gagen <mgagen@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:34 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar mar ket consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Marilyn Gagen
59-398 Ka Nani Drive
N/A
Kamuela, HI 96743
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From: Hau'oli Tomoso <john.a.h.tomoso@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 9:01 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the l esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
John A. H. Tomoso, MSW, ACSW, LSW
51 Ku'ula Street
Kahului, HI 96732-2906

Hau'oli Tomoso
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From: Francis Wong <fbad4@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 9:48 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Francis Wong
3522 Ala Aloalo Pl.
Honolulu, HI 96818
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From: Ronald Kuriki <kurikir001@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 11:53 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Ronald Kuriki
1655-C Palolo Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96816



1

woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:08 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: keane.tanaka@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM*

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Keane Tanaka Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Jo Ann Ikehara <jikehara@lava.net>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:29 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,   Jo Ann Ikehara, BS, RRT

Jo Ann Ikehara
2515 North School St
2515 North School Street
Honolulu, HI 96819
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:30 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: myers_florida@rocketmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Johnathon Myers Individual Support No

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: I understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). I am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawaiʻi and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ʻi does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawaiʻi inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent, Johnathon Myers Cigar Rights Of America Ambassador, Hawaiʻi

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Kevin Cassel <kevin@cc.hawaii.edu>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:40 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Kevin Cassel
1054 Green St
Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:52 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: DHCigarman@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dennis A. Huddy Individual Support No

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: I understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). I am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawaiʻi and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ʻi does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawaiʻi inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent,

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Debbie Apolo <debz96789@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 2:19 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Debbie Apolo, CTTS

Debbie Apolo
95-045 Wiakalani Drive
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 4:02 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: sushisupremehawaii@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Grant Kawasaki Individual Support No

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: I understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). I am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawaiʻi and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ʻi does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawaiʻi inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent, Grant Kawasaki

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson:

I understand you will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair,
respectively, of the Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). I am reaching
out to you today to STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on
large or premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether we
spend our money locally within the state of Hawaiʻi and generate taxable revenue for local and small
businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and online
purchases and the state of Hawaiʻi does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state of
Hawaiʻi inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all benefit.
It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you understand.
When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding taxation, not a bill
regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written ONLY as an excise
tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!

Your supporter and constituent,

Noel K. Araki

94-246 Kiaha Loop
Mililani, HI 96789
(808) 623-0685
(808) 258-8379
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 7:24 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: thasugarbear@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM*

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
leroy woods jr Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



To: CPC committee

From: Jon Fia

February 15, 2016

Re: HB 1634

Position: In STRONG SUPPORT

As a resident of Hawaii, I understand the difficult financial situation that exists. It is important we all do our part to
help the budget, however, I am writing to testify today that the premium cigar industry pays more than its fair share
of taxes.

The current cigar tax rate of 50% is disproportionate to any other business in Hawaii that I am aware of:

-The high tax rate has only driven the majority of cigar enthusiasts to mail order to buy their premium cigars instead
of buying locally.

-Passing HB 1634 with a .50 cent per cigar cap, would recapture sales lost to mail order and the internet thus
supporting small local businesses as well as increasing tax revenue for the state of Hawaii.

-According to industry experts, the Premium Cigar Internet Business currently represents between 55-60% of all
premium cigars sold in the U.S. This number is an average for all states. For high cigar tax states such as Hawaii,
cigar internet purchases are much much higher. Im very tuned into the local premium cigar scene and it would be
easy for me to say that virtually every cigar enthusiast I know makes the majority of their cigar purchases via the
internet. In the cigar business, Hawaii is referred to as a “sampling state.”  That means consumers will buy one cigar
for a local retailer to see if they like it and if they do they will search online to purchase boxes. What would you
rather have? A couple dollars tax revenue off of one cigar or $12.50 tax revenue from the sale of a box with the .50
cent tax cap? This is a situation where less is more.

-NO CIGAR taxes nor the state GE excise taxes are charged by online sellers so this makes it very difficult for
consumers to ignore savings of anywhere from $50-$100 on each box of cigars. I frequently witness consumer walk
into a local retailer, inquire about cost on a specific box of cigars, and scoff at the quoted price by the retailer, and
then rub it in by telling the retailer that they can buy it online and save 50.00 or more. The retailer explains that we
have a 50% state tax but to no avail. To the consumer money is money and they walk out without purchasing
anything. This situation happens time and time again to our local retailers. The retailer loses a sale, the state loses
tobacco tax revenue and GE tax revenue.

-The .50 cent tax cap is a fair number that would make us competitive. For example, Rhode Island has a higher tax
but caps each cigar at $.50 cents. This cap has served to increase tax revenues in Rhode Island as cigars are more
competitively priced with online sellers. Conversely increases in New York made to their cigar tax had almost
decimated the industry. They finally woke up and also implemented a cigar tax cap recently. Other states that have
very high taxes like Washington State and Oregon have also implemented caps that have rejuvenated the industry
and increased state tax revenues. Having a cap would be a win-win situation for the retailers, the consumers, and for
the state in increased tax revenue. Many other states have also recognized this and also have implemented tax caps
to the tune of 12 states now.

-I would also like to ask that you take those statistics from the anti-tobacco organizations with a grain of salt.  They
will tell you by raising the tax, the state will increase revenue. They obviously never took Economics 101 and
learned the basic principles of price elasticity. When price goes up, sales go down. This is especially true when there
are alternative places to buy the same product i.e. the internet. They will also label cigars in the same light as
cigarettes which they are not.  Somehow they mix in health issues concerning a bill that is supposed to be related to
taxation and stir up emotions.  They will threaten that the tax cap will create new smokers in the young crowd.  The
reality is some teenager isn’t going to spend 10-15 dollars on a single cigar.  With the cap lowering the price of a



premium cigar by two-three dollars with a cap, it wont make young people rush out to become premium cigar
smokers.

-Premium cigars need not be bought in shops. It is extremely convenient to purchase online and consumers know
this. A lack of a cigar tax cap will continue to chase business out of Hawaii thereby reducing potential revenues. I
am confident that this information I have provided is accurate and that the progressive measures taken by other
states be considered or our state will continue to lose potential tax revenues to other states.

Thank you for taking my testimony into consideration.

Kindest Regards,

Jon Fia
Cigar Enthusiast
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:27 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: rbrooks@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Ronald Brooks Individual Support No

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: I understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). I am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawaiʻi and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ʻi does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawaiʻi inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent, Ronald Brooks

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Rudolf Kuszmider <rukich@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:51 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Rudolf Kuszmider
438 Hobron Lane ,Suite 307
Honolulu, HI 96815



1

woodson2-Shingai

From: Kim Swartz <kswartz@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:18 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Kim Swartz
98-1394 Hinu Pl B
Pearl City, HI 96782
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From: May Rose Dela Cruz <mdelacruz@papaolalokahi.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:35 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the t ax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

May Rose Dela Cruz
894 Queen Street
894 Queen Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
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From: Carolyn Lee <carolynjayne@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:43 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Carolyn Lee
2201 Helo Place
Honolulu, HI 96816
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From: Koa Robinson <krobinson@cc.hawaii.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 1:01 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today ar e no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Koa Robinson
701 Ilalo Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
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From: Tyler Ralston <dgkahalas@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:58 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Tyler Ralston
PO Box 10528
Honolulu, HI 96816
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From: Nicole Kerr <nicole.kerr@ah.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:49 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Nicole Kerr
520 N. Kalaheo
Kailua, HI 96734
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From: Kanani Kilbey <KilbeyKN@ah.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:30 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Kanani Kilbey
642 Ulukahiki Street
Suite 105
Kailua, HI 96734
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From: Napualani Spock <nspock@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 10:51 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Napualani Spock
P.O. Box 880868
Pukalani, HI 96788
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From: Patti Ornellas <patti.ornellas@cancer.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 9:41 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Ci gars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Patti Ornellas
3343 Kanakolu Street
Lihue, HI 96766
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From: Maile Goo <goomaile@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 9:44 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Maile Goo
3683 Woodlawn Terrace Place
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
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Maile Goo
3683 Woodlawn Terrace Place
Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: Nora Usita, RN <nusita.metrocare@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:39 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Nora Usita, RN
170 Aikane circle
Hilo, HI 96720
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From: Bryan Mih <bmih@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:01 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the l esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Bryan Mih, MD MPH FAAP
Pediatrician

Bryan Mih
1944 Naniu Pl
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Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:18 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: BronsonKSilva@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM

HB1634
Submitted on: 2/16/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Bronson K. Silva Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce: My name is Bronson K. Silva.
I am a voter and resident of Hawaiʻi. I truly appreciate the opportunity to address you today as a
fellow constituent. I am in strong support of House Bill 1634. The State of Hawaii, as a whole, is
moving towards supporting local businesses in the hope of fostering a stronger independent local
economy. Nevertheless, not all Hawaiʻi businesses benefit from this trend. Hawaiiʻs businesses and
premium cigar manufacturer currently face very steep taxes on large cigar products. In addition to
taxes provided by law, Section 245- 3 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes imposes an excise tax of 50% of
the wholesale price for each large cigar. Tourists and Hawai’i residents recognize the steep prices of
premium cigars in Hawai’i. Tourists purchase lower priced imported cigars over locally-produced
premium cigars. Hawai’i residents often purchase cigars from competitively priced online vendors
instead of local retailers. Respectively, both instances create a loss of revenue within the State of
Hawaii. The effect of a tax cap, as proposed in HB 1634, will not create or increase the number of
cigar consumers. Existing laws already restrict the access and use of tobacco products by individuals
under the age of 21. The effect of a tax cap, as proposed in HB 1634, will simply increase tax
revenue within the State of Hawaii and support the local economy. I support the purpose of HB 1634
in addressing the clear disadvantage that Hawaii’s businesses currently face by changing the tax rate
on the sales of premium cigars under HRS § 245- 3. Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify
in support of House Bill 1634. Mahalo, Bronson K. Silva BronsonKSilva@gmail.com / (202)709-9611

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Michelle Kwock <nina2beach@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 9:39 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To:  The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
 The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
 Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products.  According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already conside red
a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.  I strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Michelle Kwock
814 Kinau #303
Honolulu, HI 96813



TO: Chair Angus McKelvey and Members of the Senate Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce

FROM:  Mokule’ia Cigar Company

RE:  HB 1634, Large Cigars; Tax
  Hearing Date: February 17, 2016
  Time: 2:00 PM

My name is Kalani Matsuura and I am the owner of Mokule’ia Cigar Company. I recently started
retailing large premium cigars in June of 2014.

I support SB 2135 which creates a tax cap on the sale of large premium cigars. I am a
tobacconist and a consumer of large premium cigars. Until becoming a cigar retailer I purchased
majority of my large premium cigars online. Purchasing online gains no revenue for the state.
The cap would benefit local cigar retailers, consumers and generate revenue for the State. The
cap will allow local retailers to price premium cigars at competitive rates and consumers will be
able to purchase premium cigars at fair market pricing. The State would see in increase in local
sales thus, gaining tax revenue for the State. Protection of our current brick and mortar cigar
stores and cigar retailers is paramount. The tax cap will provide the local cigar industry
potential for growth and stability.

Mahalo for considering this testimony.



House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce
Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair
Representative Justin Woodson, Vice Chair

HB 1634 – RELATING TO TAXATION
Cory Chun, Government Relations Director – Hawaii Pacific

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of HB 1634, which
changes the excise tax rate on large cigars by setting the maximum tax at $.50 per large
cigar.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nation's leading
cancer advocacy organization.  ACS CAN works with federal, state, and local government
bodies to support evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate
cancer as a major health problem.

Cigar use has substantial health risks.
Many people view cigar smoking as more sophisticated and less dangerous than
cigarette smoking. Yet one large cigar can contain as much tobacco as an entire pack of
cigarettes.  Cigars are tobacco, and they are dangerous to your health.

Cigars contain nicotine, the substance in tobacco that addicts people. Cigar smokers
who inhale absorb nicotine through the lungs as quickly as cigarette smokers. For those
who don’t inhale, the nicotine absorbs more slowly through the lining of the mouth.
Cigar smoke dissolves more easily in saliva than cigarette smoke. This means cigar
smokers can get the desired dose of nicotine without inhaling the smoke into their
lungs. People who use oral or spit tobacco products absorb nicotine the same way.
Nicotine in any form is highly addictive.

Cigars are not a safer alternative to cigarettes.
Cigars contain the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes and other tobacco
products.  Cigar smoking increases the risk of cancers of the lung, mouth, larynx,
esophagus, and likely pancreas and bladder (if inhaled).  Cigar smokers are four to ten
times more likely to die from laryngeal, oral, or esophageal cancers than nonsmokers.

American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network
2370 Nu`uanu Avenue
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96817
808.432.9149
www.acscan.org
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Even cigar smokers who don’t inhale are still breathing in large amounts of smoke that
come from the lit end of the cigar and face an increased risk of lung cancer.

Even though people smoke cigars for different reasons, the fact is, like cigarettes, cigars
deliver nicotine. Most full size cigars have as much nicotine as several cigarettes.
Cigarettes contain an average of about 8 milligrams (mg) of nicotine. Many popular
brands of larger cigars contain between 100 and 200 mg, or even as many as 444 mg of
nicotine.

Like all other tobacco products, cigars should be subject to taxation to reduce the
deadly and costly burden of tobacco use.
What this measure attempts to do is treat large cigars differently than other tobacco
products by capping the tax to $.50.  Large cigars may contain more than a half an ounce
of tobacco. This is as much tobacco as a whole pack of cigarettes.  This measure
essentially makes the purchase of tobacco cheaper for a cigar than a cigarette.  We
shouldn’t be favoring one tobacco product over another and creating an unjustified
economic advantage for a known cause of cancer.  For these reasons, ACS CAN is in
opposition to this measure and urges the committee to consider the negative health
effects that come from making a tobacco product more affordable for people, especially
our youth and young adults.

All tobacco products present the health same dangers and should be treated the same
for taxation purposes.  We feel creating significant advantages for large cigars for
economic purposes should never have a higher priority than public health.  Thank you
for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.
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