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Fiscal Implications: None.

Department Testimony: The Department of Health (DOH) opposes HB1634 which proposes to
amend 8245-3, HRS to reduce the excise tax rate on sales of large cigars from 50 percent of
wholesale value to the lesser of: a) $0.50 for each large cigar; or b) 50 percent of the wholesale
price of each large cigar after July 1, 2016.

There is neither public health nor fiscal justification for giving cigars of any size
preferential tax treatment. Cigar smoking is not a safe alternative to cigarette smoking. The U.S.
Surgeon General has declared that cigar smoke contains the same toxic substances as cigarette
smoke, with varying concentrations of these ingredients found in different types and sizes of
cigars.! The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) states “all cigars are harmful and potentially
addictive (including small cigars, cigarillos, large cigars, and premium cigars). Cigar smoking is
strongly related to certain cancers (including oral, esophageal, laryngeal, and lung cancers), heart
disease, and premature death. Cigar smoking can cause cancers of the mouth and throat, even
for smokers who do not inhale.”? A large cigar may contain as much tobacco as a whole pack of

cigarettes.®

1 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Health Consequences of Smoking-50 Years of Progress. A Report of the
Surgeon General. Atlanta GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 2014, p.428

2 National Cancer Institute (NCI), Cigars: Health Effects and Trends, Smoking and Tobacco Control Monograph 9, 1998,
http://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/tcrb/monographs/9/index.html

3 Baker, F., S. Ainsworth, J.T. Dye, et al., “Health Risks Associated with Cigar Smoking,” Journal of the American Medical
Association, 284(6):735-740, 2000.
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Low cigar prices also increase the number of youth who try cigars and become addicted,
and reduce the number of adult smokers who quit. A study presented at the Society for Research
on Nicotine and Tobacco provided preliminary confirmation that premium cigar use is
increasingly being reported by young adults (18-29 years), and that such use is not restricted to
older adults.

There are no safe tobacco products, and there is no safe level of exposure to tobacco
smoke. Smoking and tobacco use are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in
Hawaii, claiming 1,200 lives each year, and exacting an excess of $526 million in annual
medical costs directly attributable to smoking, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) 2014 report “Best Practices for Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs.”

Cigars have fewer federal regulations than cigarettes and other tobacco products. This, as
well as their lower taxes, is resulting in increased popularity. While cigarette smoking is
declining across the nation, total consumption of all cigars increased dramatically between 2000
and 2014. Cigar consumption increased by 122% while cigarette consumption declined by 40%.2
In Hawaii, current adult cigar use tripled from 3.2% in 2006 to 10.8% in 2010.

CDC research has shown that increasing the unit price of all tobacco products is an
effective strategy for curbing adult and youth smoking. Conversely, lowering the price of
tobacco products may increase smoking rates and discourage individuals from quitting. A cap
on the state large cigar tax could also be considered favoring those smokers who buy and smoke
expensive brands.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Offered Amendments: None.

4 Coleman B.N., C.G. Corey, C.D. Delnevo, et al. “Use of Flavored Cigars, Cigarillos, and Little Filtered Cigars: Findings from the
2012-13 National Adult Tobacco Survey,” presented at the Conference for the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco
(2014).
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To: The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce
Date: February 17, 2016
Time: 2:00 P.M.
Place: Conference Room 325, State Capitol
From: Maria E. Zielinski, Director

Department of Taxation

Re: H.B. 1634, Relating to Taxation.

The Department of Taxation (Department) provides the following comments on H.B. 1634
for the Committee's consideration.

H.B. 1634 amends the tax on large cigars by replacing the current rate of 50% of the
wholesale price with a rate of the lesser of either 50 cents per cigar or 50% of the wholesale
price. H.B. 1634 is effective for large cigars sold on or after July 1, 2016.

The Department notes that it can implement this measure as currently drafted. The
Department defers to the Department of Health with respect to the effect this measure would
have on the health of the State of Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
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Testimony STRONGLY OPPOSING HB 1634, “Relating To Taxation”

The American Heart Association STRONGLY OPPOSES HB 1634, “Relating to
Taxation.”

Cigar use is a significant public health concern. Cigars—ijust like cigarettes and other
tobacco products—are not safe. Cigar smoking exposes users to toxic chemicals;
causes cancer of the oral cavity, larynx, esophagus, and lung; and increases risk for
heart disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and aortic aneurysm. Exposure to
secondhand cigar smoke also places nonsmokers at risk.

While cigarette smoking has been gradually declining in the United States, cigar
smoking has recently increased dramatically. More importantly, cigar smoking is not
limited to adults; it is the second most common form of tobacco use among youth.
Among high school students, while cigarette smoking declined between 2005 and 2011,
cigar use did not change statistically. The most recent data available show that 13.1
percent of high school students currently smoke cigars (17.8% among boys; 8.0%
among girls). Cigars also appeal to youth because they, unlike cigarettes, can be
purchased individually.

Cigars are Under Taxed & Less Restricted. The federal government and almost all of
the states compound these problems by sharply under-taxing cigars compared to
cigarettes, often making smaller cigars a less-expensive alternative to cigarettes.
Moreover, many laws and restrictions pertaining to cigarettes — such as federal laws
banning flavored cigarettes, blocking illegal Internet sales and restricting cigarette
marketing — do not apply to cigars.

In addition, the most recent Youth Risk Behavior data for Hawaii shows that state tax
revenue for cigar sales, as well as for cigarette sales, actually rose for the first time in
recent years indicating a need to not only stay the course on these taxes, but to begin
considering actually raising them to serve as a dissuasion to youths considering
experimentation with these lethal products.

Because of these reasons, the AHA strongly opposes suggestions that cigar taxes be
capped or reduced. If anything, cigar taxes should be increased to create parity with
cigarette taxes in Hawaii.

The American Heart Association urges legislators to oppose HB 1634.

Respectfully submitted, -

Donald B. Weisman
Hawaii Government Relations/Community Relations Director

“Building healthier lives, L . .
free of cardiovascular life iswhy- esporlavidas % H4&%as-

ACCREDITED
CHARITY

diseases and stroke.” bbb.org/Charity



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 10:39 AM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: wfujio@abcstores.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Wendy | ABC Stores | Support | No |

Comments: ABC Stores agrees with a tax cap of 50 cents for large Cigars, therefore, highly
recommends support of HB1634. Thank you very much for allowing us to submit testimony on this
bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



LEGISLATIVE TAX BILL SERVICE

TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII

126 Queen Street, Suite 304 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 Tel. 536-4587

SUBJECT: TOBACCO, Adjust tax rate on large cigars
BILL NUMBER: HB 1634
INTRODUCED BY: SOUKI, KAWAKAMI, MORIKAWA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Reduces the tax on large cigars to the lesser of: (1) 50 cents per
cigar; or (2) 50% of its wholesale price on and after July 1, 2016.

BRIEF SUMMARY: Amends HRS section 245-3 to provide that large cigars shall be taxed at
the lesser of: (1) 50 cents per cigar; or (2) 50% of its wholesale price on and after July 1, 2016.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2016.

STAFF COMMENTS: Presently, the tobacco tax on large cigars is 50% of the wholesale price.
This measure would reduce it to either 50 cents each, or 50% of the wholesale price, whichever
is less, on and after July 1, 2016.

The adoption of this measure would, in theory, lower the price of large cigars, but it is
questionable why the legislature would want to single out costly large cigars for a tax break.

In addition, because the tobacco tax now feeds several special funds, the recipients of largesse
from those special funds, such as the University of Hawaii Cancer Center and the John A. Burns
School of Medicine, would have a vested interest in any proposal to reduce this tax.

Digested 2/12/2016
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 11:25 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: b.leong@thehavanaclub.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/14/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Bernard Leong | Havana Club Honolulu || Support | No |

Comments: | am writing to support a tax cap on large cigars. | have been in business since 2002 and
as a small business a tax cap would promote more local business. The current tax structure on large
cigars does not promote local sales. This tax cap would help local, small businesses. Thank you for
your consideration.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



To: The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Date: Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Time: 2:00 p.m.

Place: Conference Room 325, State Capitol
From: Les Drent

for the Hawaii Cigar Association

Re: HB1634, Relating to Taxation

Dear Representative McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection &
Commerce,

The Hawaii Cigar Association (HCA) supports the findings of the Legislature, and we also support
HB1634.

The HCA contends that large cigars are rarely--if ever--possessed or consumed by minors and there-
fore pose negligible risk to them. Children are not attracted to cigars, and their cost--between $5 and
$30 apiece on average--prices them beyond the reach of most minors.

The HCA is committed to protecting the freedom of legal-age adults to enjoy cigars. Pursuant to that
aim, HCA is also committed to revising the burdensome Hawaii tax code, which disadvantages local
cigar retailers, and the Kauai grown cigar industry by requiring it to pay far more than its fair share
in taxes for their artisanal products. The current wholesale tax of 50% also incentivizes consumers to
buy cheaper cigars from unlicensed sources outside the state.

The HCA stands united with the Legislature and with Tobacco-Free in ensuring that Hawai‘i’s youth
be discouraged from using tobacco of any kind, including cigars.

On behalf of all those who enjoy cigars, we thank you for your consideration on this very important
tax bill. This law would bring parity to the tax code, support local businesses, and farms, and keep
Hawaii’s tax dollars at home.

Sincerely,

Les Drent
for the Hawaii Cigar Association

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



CAP THE CIGAR TAX!

Create Fairness and Equal Opportunity for Hawaii Businesses

Tax Caps in other US States with high % Cigar Taxes

Arkansas
(68 %omfr. price, 50¢ cap)

Connecticut
(50% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

Florida
(no tax on cigars)

Iowa
(50% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

Michigan
(32% wholesale, 50¢ cap)

New Hampshire
(No tax on premium cigars)

Oregon
(65% wholesale price, 50¢ cap)

Pennsylvania
(no tax on cigars)

Rhode Island
(80% wholesale price, 50¢ cap)

Wisconsin
(71% wmfr. price, 50¢ cap)

Washington
(95 % taxable sales price, 75¢ cap)

US Government
(52.75% wmfr. price 40.26¢ cap)

hawaiicigarassociation.org



To: The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Date: Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Time: 2:00 p.m.

Place: Conference Room 325, State Capitol
From: Les Drent

for the Kauai Cigar Company

Re: HB1634, Relating to Taxation

Dear Representative McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection &
Commerce,

The Kauai Cigar Company, its employees, and industry partners stand in strong SUPPORT of
HB1634.

This bill, if passed, would bring parity to the Hawaii tax code, and our Kauai grown cigars would fi-
nally be treated fairly under the law. For years, our company has been paying much more than its fair
share of taxes as a result of an extremely high cost of production here in the Islands. Because the tax
rate is percentage based, our competitors are selling the same size cigars, but are able to charge less
tax as a result of a much lower cost of goods. Furthermore, many of our competitors’ cigars are made
entirely by machine and sell at very low price points, thus driving the tax liability to a mere fraction
of what Kauai Cigar Company must pay every month on its M19 returns.

Also impacting our farming business negatively is the loss of sales as a result of many Hawaii con-
sumers purchasing lower priced mail order premium cigars from outside of Hawaii. We strongly
believe that few, if any, of these consumers file usage tax returns on their out of State purchases. We
lose, the Department of Revenue loses, and ultimately the people of Hawaii lose with the loss of tax
collection.

Even under this unfair tax structure, no farm laborer is paid less than fifteen dollars per hour, and full
time employees receive the benefit of full health care insurance, paid in full by the company. Ev-

ery employee is covered by Worker’s compensation insurance, and Temporary Disability Insurance.
When you add all this together and tax the final product at 50% what you have are cigars that are
priced between ten to twenty dollars by the time they hit store shelves. And at these prices, we would
venture to guess that these cigars never reach the hands of a youth consumer!

For all these reasons listed, all of us at Kauai Cigar Company applaud each and every Hawaii Legisla-
tor that recognizes our hard work, and our right to be treated fairly under Hawaii tax code.

Sincerely,

Les Drent
Farmer/President

Kauai Cigar Company
6200 Kawaihau Road, Unit B, Kapaa, HI 96746 USA
Ph: 808-822-4495 Fax: 808-822-9731
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Ciear Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

[ am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPTORT ond vole AYE on Scnate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) writlen only a2 an exeise lax cap on

large or premium cigars,

As a premivm cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premivm cigars parity and fiimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelit retailers, comsumers, ind in turn the stale by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premiwm cigar redailers Lo
betler price ther products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and ax revenue,

In addition, 5B 2135 15 purcly a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related 10
taxation should be dismmssed as umrelated lestimony,

Also, T urge you o PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language

uneclated to an excise tax cap on large or premium eigars; itis an unethical circumvention and

marpulution ¢l the proper process for public involvemenl.

In closing, | respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
consumers, relalers, distributors, and manufactorers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writlen

omly as an excise lx cap on lirge or premum cigiars,

Thank you lor your lime and allention on this taxalion maller.
smcerely,

LT 2[5/
Signature: 25.5"" x Deati: 2
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as a consumer of premiom cigars and to arge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) wntten only as an excise tax cap on
large or premiwm cigars

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion lor premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars panty and fimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benetit retanlers, consumers, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premiwm cigars. The lixed tax rate will allow premium cigar relailers (o
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately penerile positive growth of im-stale jobs and 1ax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not divectly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated testimony.

Also, 1 urge vou to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrelited o an excise ax cap on large or pramium cigars; il is an unethical cireamvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
comsumers, retatlers, distrbutors, amd manufeciurers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wrillen

only as an excise tax cap on large or premium Clymirs.

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation maller,

Sincerely,

Toate: ?'9 224 e
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY S5UPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

| am writing to vou today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and votc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only a3 an cxcise Lax cap on
laree or premium cigars,

As a premivm cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also bepelit retuilers, consumens, and in tum the stale by encouraging
in-state purchases ol premium cigars. The lixed lax rate will allow premiwm cigar retailers Lo
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimalely generle posilive growlh ol in-state jobs and Lax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 15 purely a proposed tax ball; therelore any testimony not directly related (o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, | urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrelated 1o an exese lax cap on large or prenvium eigars; i is an unethical circomvyvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public imvolvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®l premium clgar
comsuers, relmlers, distrbutors, and mamulactiurers and vole AY E on Senate Bill 2135 writen
only as an cxcise tax cap on Jrge or Promium Qigirs.

Thank vou for vour time and attention on this taxation matlcr.

Sincerely, .f | |

/

ﬁ'ls":I [ III" ' ‘ "
Sipnatur: _ [} .|| II Thate: ? i ':__'1 ol Ii.-

" |I'\-|-

Prinited Manas ! LIS LIy [_ L"L IIl._IL —uﬁrlr'.__:,
Ll Address; __ A L'L.I"L WATETS .-"r ”hhhdﬂ! L)

Fipeade: L? é_“ﬂ_l'?q 7




Bawr b
R N

it ”"‘.S

I‘I
1

Cigar Rights of America, Hawai

RE: Petition to S TRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as a consemer ol premium cigars and o erge you 10 STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vole AYFE on Scnate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an gxcisc tax cap on
large Or Premuum s,

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will profect my passion lor premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also henefit retailers, consumers, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar relalers Lo
better price their products and compete in the market Tor retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately penerate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue.

In addition, SB 2135 1s purcly a proposed tax bull; therctore any testrmony nol directly related o
taxalion should be disissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, Turge you to PREVENT these bills lrom being “putted and replaced™ with other langnage
unrelated o an excise tax cap on larpe or premawm cigars: il 13 an unelhical circamvention and

manipulation ol the proper process [or public involvement.

In closing, [ respectfully ask thal you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
consumers, relmlers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wntien
only as an excise lax cap on large or premium cipars.

Thank you lor your lime and attention on this taxation matter,

simeerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYFE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an cxcise tax cap on
large or premivm cigars.

As g premivm cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion [or premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premiom cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, 8B 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in tum the state by cncouraging
in-state purchases of premivm cigars. The hixed tax rate will allow premium Gigar relatlers o
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and lax revenue.

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposcd tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
laxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, 1 urge you o PREVENT these bills from being “putted and replaced™ with other language
unrélated to an excise tax cap on barge or premium cigars; il is an unethical corrcumvention and

manipulation ol the proper process for public invelvement.

In closing, [ respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium clgar
convsumers, retalers, distribators, and manolaeturers and vote AYT, on Senaie Bill 2135 wrilien
only as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigins.

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation matter.

sincerely,
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Cicar Richts of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

1 am writing to you today as a consumer of premium eigars and (o wree you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Scnate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) written only as an gXcisc tax_cap on

Laree or premaum 'i.-'lll',H]'-."r.

As a premiwm cigar consumer and cnthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion tor premium
cigurs and will no longer deny premivm cigars parity and fairmess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelit retailers, conswmers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax ratc will allow premium cigar retailers to
better prive ther products and compete in the markel lor retal sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive prowth of in-state jobs and tax revenuoe,

[n addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related (o
taxation should be dismissed as unreluled lestimony.

Also, 1 urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gulted and replaced” with other lanpuape

unrelated o an excise lax cap on large or premium cigars; it s an unethical circumvyvention and

manipulation of the proper process lor public involvemend.

In closing, [ respectfully ask thal vou STRONGLY SUPPORT [lawai‘i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distnbuotors, and manufacturcrs and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wnitlen

only as an excise lax cap on large or preminm cigars.

Thank you for your fimme amld attention on this taxation matter.

Sincergly,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am wriling Lo yvou today as a consumer of premiom cigars and (o urge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and voic AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) written only as an excise tax cap on
laree or premium cipnrs.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
ergars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, 5B 2135 wall alse benelit retalers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging,
in-state purchases of premium cigars. ‘The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobhs and tax revenue,

In addition, S 2135 15 purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Aldso, Turge you lo PREVENT these bills from being “gulied and replaced™ with other language

T i e

manipulation of the proper process [or public involvemeni,

In ¢losing, I respectlully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawail premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufactorers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wrillen
only 05 an excise 1ax cap on large Or premium cigars,

Thank you lor vour time and attention on this laxation matler,

Sincerely, P
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai'‘i

RE: Petition to STROMNGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of 5050 on Iaree cipars.

I am wniting 1o you loday as a consumer of premium cigars and (o urge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and votc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an ¢xcisc tax cap on

Largres o premium cipars,

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 21335 will protect my passion for premivm
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parily and [wirness under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelit retmlers, consumers, and in lurn the slate by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers o
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately penerate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue.

In addition, S 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, T urge you 1o PREVENT these hills from being “gutied and replaced™ with other lunguage
unrelated to an excise tax cap on large or promium cigars: it 15 an unethical circumvention and
mamipulation ol the proper process for public involvement.

In clesing, I respectlully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT |lawai®i premiam cigar
consumers, retatlers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written
only a5 an excise tax cap on largce or premium CIEars,

Thank vou for your ime and altention on (his laxation matler,
Sincerely.,

- E’&
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of $0.50 on larre cigars.

I am writing to vou today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) wrtten only a5 an gxoise (ax coap on
large or premium cigars.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion lor premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code,

Furthermore, 5B 2135 will also benefit retailers, comsumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-siale purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premivm cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, S 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therelore any testimony nol divectly related o
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated testimony.

Adso, 1 urge vou to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrelated to an exeise tax cap on large or promawm cigars: il is an unethical circumvention and

manipulation of the proper process for public involvement,

In elosing, 1 respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT lawai®i premium cigar
consumars, retatlers, distnbutors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writien
only as an excise lax cap on larpe or premium cigars,

Thank vou for your time and attention on this taxation mattcr.

Sincerely,

Dhinte; rzl,‘lra'};/é




1 am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and votc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) writlen only as an cxecise tax cap on

laree OF premiun cipars,

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast 8B 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parily and [aimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, 5B 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the stale by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The [ixed tax mte will allow premium cigar retailers 1o
hetter price their products and compete in the market for retail sales ol premivm cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and lax revenue.

In addition, SB 2135 i purely a proposed tax bill: therefore any testimony not directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, I urge you to PREVEN'T these bills from being “gutled and replaced™ with other languape
unrelated o an exeise tax cap on large or premivm cigacs: it 15 an unethical circumyeniion and
manipulation of the proper process for public involvemeni.

In closing. I respeetfully ask that yvou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
consumeérs, retailers, distnbutors, and manulacturers and votc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wrillen
only a5 an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars.

Thank vou for your time and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cipars.

I am writing to vou today as a consumer of premium cigars and Lo urge you lo STRONGLY
SUPPORT and voie AYE on Senate Bill 2135 {SB 2135) written only as an excise tax cap on
large or premium cigars.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will ne longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax eode.

Furthermore, SIE 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchascs of premiwm cigars. The hixed tax rale will allow premium cigar retailers (o
belter price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately gencrate positive growth ol in-slale jobs and lax revenue,

In addition. SB 2135 is purcly a proposced tax ll; therelore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated testimony.

Also, | urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ wath other language
uneclated to an excise tax cap on large or premiwm cigars: 1L is an unethical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public myvelvement.

In closing. I respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawat'i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate il 2135 wnillen
only as an excise L cap on lurge or premium cigans.

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincercly,

) .
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY 5UPPMORT an cxcise tax cap of %0.50 on large cigars.

| am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT ind vote AYFE on Senate Bill 2135 (SR 2135) wrillen only a8 am excise lx cap on
large or premivm cigars.

Asa premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premivm cigars panty and faimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelil retinlers, consumens, and 1in lum the stale by encpuragong
in-state purchases ol premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premiem cigar retailers to
better price their prodocts and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ullimately penerale positive growth ol in-slate jobs and lax revenue,

In acdition, SB 2135 1 purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated testimony.

Also, 1 urge yvou to PREVENT these bills from being “guttcd and replaced™ with other language
unrelated to an exeise tax cap on large or premiwm cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public mmvolvement.,

In closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premivm cigar
comsumers, retwlers, distributors, wnd manufeturers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writien
only as an cxoise tax cap on large Or promaum s,

I'hank yvou for vour time and attention on this laxation matler.

Sineerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Fetition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cipars.

I am wrling 0 vou loday ax @ consumer of premium cigars and (o urge you 1o STRONGLY

large or premium cigars.

Ax g premaum cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will prolect my passion lor premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and faimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benetit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchascs of premivm cigars. The [xed tax mate wall allow premivm qigar retailers Lo
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately gencrate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, 5B 2135 13 purcly a proposed tax ball; therefore any teshmony net directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Aldso, 1 urge you to PREVENT these hills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrclated to an excise tax cap on large or premiwm cigars; i 1s an uncthical arcumvention and

manipulation ol the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, | respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
consumoers, retmloers, distributers, and manolacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wrillen
only as an excise tax cap on large or premium cipars.

Thank vou for your time and attention on this taxation matter.
sincerely,

i
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

| am writing to-you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to vrge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vole AYE on Senade Bill 2135 (SB 2135) wrilten only as an excise lax cap on
large or premiunm cyrars,

As a premmm cigar conswner and enthusiast 3B 2135 will proteet my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars panily and Lamess onder the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelil retailers, consumers, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retal sales ol premivm cigars and

ultimately penerale positive growth of im-state jobs and lax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 15 purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated testimony.

Also, Lurge vou to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced”™ wath other linguage
unrelated (0 an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an uncthical circomvention ad
manipulation of the proper process for public involvement,

In closing, 1 respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT ]lawa®s premium cigar
consumens, relailers, distribuotors, and manutacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wnitten

only a5 an excise tax cap on Lrge or promium Cigars.

Thank you for your time aod.atiention on this taxation matter,

Sincerely.
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to S TRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as a consumer of premivm cigars and o urge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Scnate Bill 2835 (5B 2135) written only a8 an ¢xcisce tax cap on
Liargc OF promuoum cizars,

As a premium clgar consumer and enthusiast 8B 2135 will protect my passion [or premivm
cigars ad will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

urthermore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
m-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
betler price their products and compete in the markel for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately penerate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; theretore any testimony not direetly related to
taxation should be dismissed as umrelated Lestimony.

Also, Turge vou to PREVENT these bills from being “gulied and replaced™ with other language
unrelated to an excise lax cap on large or premium cigars: it 15 an unethical circumvention s

manipulation of the proper process [or public involvement.

In closing, [ respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT llawai‘i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distiibutors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wnilien
only s an excise X cap on large or premiwm cigars.

Thank you for your tirne and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincercly,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

KRE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

1 am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to vrge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vole AYE on Scenalde Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only a8 an excise tax cap on
larpe or premiwm cimrs,

As a premium cigar conswmner and enthusiast 8B 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cipars and will no longer deny promium cigars parily and lmmess under the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelil retailers, consumers, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the markel for retal sales ol premium cigars and
ultimatély penernte positive prowth of in-state jobs and tax revenoe.

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated lestimony.

Also, Turge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other linguape
unrelated W0 an excise lax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper proeess [or public mvalvermeni.

In closing, 1 respeetfully ask that yvou STRONGLY SUPPORT Tlawai's premium cigar
comsumers, retutlers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wntien
only as in Creise X cap on large or promium cigirs.

Thuank vou for your ime and atlention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,

i ;, 2 Js
Signalure; (. -7'?’ Draie: 'fq /
Frimtel M:I'I.IH‘Z-: -flld‘{r.‘“lrjr‘i'l.-r J"Qamﬁ-uﬂl%

Fimaal Achidoeses: II'\«."E‘.'-I ) E*_,ﬂ'.l.m'n-l‘ll.li{:i.-'h"l
bt

Lipoodde: Cﬂ{;ﬁ.&,




Ciear Riehts of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition (o STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of 50.50 on large cigars.

I am wriling 1o you today as a consumer of premiom cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) wnllen only a5 an excise Wy cap on
large or premium cigars.

As o premiom cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect myy passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars panty and faimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, 5B 2135 will also benehit retinlers, consumers, and m tum the stale by encourugnng
in-slaie purchases ol premium cigars. The [xed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premivm cigars and
ultimalely generate positive growth ol in-state jobs and lax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tux all; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, | urpe you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language

manipulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that yvou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai’i premium eigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manulacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written
only as an excise tax cap on large or premium crears,

Thank you for vour time and attention on this taxation maller.
sincercly,

-
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcisc tax cap of %0.50 on large cigars.

| am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) wnlien only as an gxcise 14x ¢ap on
large or premium cigars.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast 8B 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars panty and Bumess under the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benehil retmlors, consumers, and m tum the state by encouraging
in-stale purchases of premivm cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premivm cigars and
ultimately penerale postiive growth of in-stale jobs and lax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated testimony.

Also, Lurge vou to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other language
unrelated o an excise ax cap on large or premium cigars; it s an unetlical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper process tor public involvement,

In closing, | respectfully ask that yvou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawwi'i premium cigar
consumers, retatlers, distributors, and manulaclurers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written
only as an excisc tax cap on large Or promium CLEirs.,

Thank vou for your fime and attention on (his taxabon maller.

sincerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petitton to STROMNGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of SIL.50 on laree ciears.

| arm wriling 1o you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) wntten only as an ¢xcise lax cap on
large ur premium cigars.

As g premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and faimess under the tax code.

Furthecrmore, SB 2135 will also benetit retinlers, consumers, and i tum the stale by encouraging
in-state purchases of premivm cigars. The ixed tax rate will allow premivm cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete i the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth ol in-state jobs and lax Tevenue.

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposad tax il therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, | urge you o PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrclated to an exaise tax cap on large or premiwm cigars; il s an unethical circamvention and
manipulation ol the proper process for public mvolvement.

In closing, [ respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manulacturers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written
only as an excise tax cap on large or premium cipars.

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation maltler.

sincerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap ol $0.50 on large cigars.

| am wriling e vou loday as o consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) written only @5 an cxeise tax cap on
lirge or premium cigars,

As a premivm cigar consumer and enthusiasl SB 2135 will protect my passion for preminm
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, 8B 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by cncouraging
in-state purchascs of premium cigars, The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retatlers W
better price their prodlucts and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately gencrate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

Iln addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill; therelore any lestimony not directly related 1o
laxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, T urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
wnrelated to an exeise tax cap on large or premium cigars; il s an uncthical circumvention and

mampulation ol the proper process Tor public invelvement.

In closing, [ respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i promium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vole AYE on Senaie Bill 2135 wratten
only as an excise 1ax cap on large or premium cigars.

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i
RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing by you today as a consumer of premiom cigars and w urge you 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and votc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) writtcn only a5 an ¢xcisc tax cap on
large or premium cigars.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusist SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars panty and fairmess under the tax code.

Furthermore, 8B 2135 will also benelin retatlers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premawm cigars, The fixed mx eate will allow premium cigar retailers to
hetter prsce therr products and compete mthe mocket Tor retal sales of premoum cigirs and
uliimately penecate positive prowih of me-staie jobs and ax revenue,

In addition, 8B 2135 is purcly a proposed tax hill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxsdion should be dismissed as unrelated testimony,

Adso, 1 urge you o PREEVENT these blls from being “potted and reploced™ with otber langagee
unrelated woan excise bx cap on large or premigm cigacs: i1 is an unethical circumvention and
ramipulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, | respectlilly ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT [ Lvwa 't premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writien
only a5 an cxcise tux cap on large or premivm cigars.

Thamk you for your time amd attention on this axanon matter,
mimecerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY S5UPMORT an cxcise tax cap nf.ill.ﬁll on large cigars.

[ am writing to vou today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT ind vote AYFE on Senate Rill 2135 (SR 2135) writlen only a8 an excize (ax cap on
large or premium cliars,

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will ne longer deny premivm cigars pantly and faimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, 5B 2135 wall also benelil retimlers, consumers, and i tum the stale by encouraging
in-state purchases of premiwm cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers Lo
betier price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately penerle posilive growlth ol in-slale jobs and Lax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated testimony,

Also, [ urge yvou to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrelated o an excize tax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical cireamvention ad
manmpulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, 1 respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
comsumers, relmlers, distrbulors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writien

only as an excise lx cap on irge or premium cigars,

Thank you for your time and atlention on this faxation malier,

Sinceraly,
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Ciear Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

1 am writing W vou loday as @ consumer ol premium cigars and o urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and votc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an cxeise tax cap on
large or premium cigars.

Ax a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast 8B 2135 will prolect my passion lor premaum
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, 8B 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by cncouraging
n-state purchazes of premium cigars, The fixed tax rate wall allow premiom cigar refmlers (o
better price their proclucts and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 13 purely a proposed tax all; therelore any testimony not divectly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, 1 urge you w PREVENT these bills from being “putted and replaced™ with other language

unrclated 10 an exeise tax cap on large or prenium cigars; i is an unethical circumyvention and

manipulation ol the proper process for public invelvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that yvou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
consumners, retaloers, disteibutors, and manulbaeturers and vole AYFE on Senate Ball 2135 wrillen
only as an excise tax cap on larpe or premium cisins.

Thank you for yvour time and attention on this taxation matter.

sicerely,
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Ciear Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

[ am writing to you today as a consumer ol premivm cigars and o wrge vou 10 STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (8B 2135) written only as an gxcisc tax cap on
Laarure OF PRCIMIUm CIears,

As a premivum cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2133 will protect my passion [or prermurm
cigars amd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
i-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retalers to
betler price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premiom cigars and
ultimately generate positive prowth of in-state jobs and tax revenue.

In addition, 8B 2135 is purcly a proposcd tax bill; therefore any testimony not darectly ralated (o
taxution should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, Turge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutled and replaced™ with other language
unrelated to an excise tax cap on larpe or premium cigars: 10 is an uncthical circumvention and

manmpulation of the proper process [or public involvement.
In closing, 1 respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT | lawai'i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vole AYFE on Senate Bill 2135 wrilten

only as an excise [ax cip on large or premium cigars.

Thank you lor your lime and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,

Lk -’il- e""?ﬂ/f""{
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition (o STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of 50.50 on large cigars.

I am wriling 1o you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) witlen only @5 an exeise lax cap on
large or premium cigars.

As g premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and faimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benchit retatlers, consumers, and i tumm the state by encouragimg
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The [xed tax rate will allow premiwm cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth ol in-state jobs and Lax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a propused tax bill; therelore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, | urge you o PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unreliated 1o an exase tax cap on large or preomum cigars; it is an unethical circumvyention and
manipulation of the proper process for public ivolvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai’1 premium eigar
consumoers, retailers, distributors, and maoulbeturers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writicn

only as an excise tax cap on large or premium erpars.

Thank you for yvour time and attention on this taxation maller,

Sincercly,

Signature: CLLH? L (';La,'-'r‘rr’uj _ #f 4 / (r
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition (o STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcise tax cap of S0.50 on large cigars.

I am wriling 1o you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) wrillen only as an excise Inx cap on
litrge or premivm cigars.

As a premiuvm cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars panly and faimess under the i code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelil retailers, consumers, and in turn the stale by encouraging,
in-slate purchases of premium cigars. The [ixed tax rate will allow premium cipar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premom eigars and
ultimately generate positive growth ol in-state jobs and L revenue.

In addition, SB 2135 15 purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not dircctly related to
taxation should be dismisscd as unrelated testmony.

Also, L urpe you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unreluted 1o an excise lax cap on large or premium cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper process tor public invelvement,

In closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manulactorers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wnitten
only 05 an cxcise tax cap on Jurge Or promaum CIgiurs.

Thank vou for your time and attention on (s lacation matler.

Sineerely,

Sigmatuns: g"""*—é} -:g-'—"‘:' e Date: %/""'/JL
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition 1o STRONGLY SUFPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as a consumer ol premium cigars and Lo urge you 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and votc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an excise tax cap on
large or premium cipars.

As a premium cigar comsumer and enthusiast SB 2135 wall protect my passion for premivm
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairmess under the tax code,

Furthermore, 5B 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases ol promivm cigars, The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generaie positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenuc.

In addition, 8B 2135 15 purcly o proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not dircetly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, Turge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other languagee

e i

manipulation of the proper process for public invelvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
comsumers, retmlers, distnbutors, and manufaciurers amd vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writicn
omly a8 an exaIse tax cap on large or premium Cignrs.

Thank you for vour time and attention on this taxation matter.

sincerely,

TPV e
.-)/.-’I b Date: _£-12-10
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RIL: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

| am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and W urge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT wnd vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an excise tax cap on
Large or premium cigars,

Az a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premiom
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars panly snd faimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and i lurn the state by encouraging
m-slule purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the markel [or retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimalely generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue.

In addition, SB 2135 15 purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not divrectly related o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Alzo, | urge you 1o PREVENT these bills [rom being “gutled and replaced™ with other language

e it B e S

mamnipulation ol the proper process for public involvement,

In elosing, 1 respectfully ask that yvou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai‘i premium cigar
consumers, retatlers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writien
only a3 an excise lax cap on large or premium cigars,

Thank vou {or your ime and attention on (his laxation matler.

Sincerely,

Sigﬂﬂmf_": té‘—’ia//-\—/ FicH Thate: f% ;Lﬁ Eﬂ'lt-"

Printed Name: ERE- WiEEh

Fnwmil Avlclress:

Zipcode:  PETEN




Ciear Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of 50.50 on large cigars.

[ am wnting to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPMORT and vole AYE on Scnate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) wrillen only as an ¢xeise lax ¢ap on

large or premium cigurs,

As a premivm cigar consumer and cnthusiast 8B 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premivm cigars parity and Fimess under the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelit retailers, consumers, amnd in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
heller price their products and compete in the markel for retal sales ol preomum cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobhs and tax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unreluted testimony.

Also, Turge you 1o PREVENT these Walls from being “gutted and replaced” with other lamguage
unrelated 1o an excise lax eap on large or premium cigars: it s an unethical circumvention and

muampulatiom ol the proper process lor pubhe mvolvement,

Im ¢losing, 1 respectully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawwm®) premmium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written

only as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars.
Thank you for your time and attention on thas laxation matter.
sincercly,

,z";:’;_/i i
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an cxcisc tax cap of %50 on large cigars.

[ am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vole AYE on Scnate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) wrillen only as an ¢xeise lax ¢ap on
large or premum ciers,

As a premivm cigar consumer and enthusiast 8B 2135 will protect my passion for premium
crgars and will no Jonger deny premium cigars panty and faimess under the tax code.

Furthermor e, SB 2135 will alse benelit retmlers, consumers, and i fum the state by encourmgng
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better pnice their products and compete 1o the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and lx revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, [urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other language
unrelated Lo an excise lax cap on large or preminm cigars; il 15 an unethical circamvention and
mamipulation of the proper process for public involvement,

In closing, I respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®1 premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written
only as an gxeise nx cap on Jurye Or promium Claars.

Thank you for your fime and allention on this taxation maller.

sneerely,

e e —
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petitton (o STROMGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of SI0.50 on laree ciears.

I am wriling 1o you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and votec AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) writlen only as an excise tx cap on
large or premivm cigars.

As a premiom cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
eiggars and will no longer deny premivm clgars party and faimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benctit retanlers, consumers, and in tumn the state by encouraging
in-slate purchases of premium cigars. The hixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retalers (o
better price their produects and compete in the market for retail sales of premium eigars and
ultimately generale positive growth of in-slale jobs amd lax revenue.

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therelore any testimony not divectly related o
taxation should be dismisscd as unrclated testimony.

Also, Lurge vou to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
uirelated o an excise lax cap on large or premum cigars; il s an unethical cireamvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawal'l premium cigar
consumers, retalers, distnbutors, and manufaclurers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writlen
only as an excise tax cap on large or promium cigars.

‘Thank vou for your time and attcntion on this taxation matier,

sincerely,
- % -r
Sigmalure; 2 ;J-l-h___- Pl T Tritis: - '||'l_1l UJ:'
I Ir ._I' I
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Ciear Richts of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am wnting to you today as a consumer of premivm cigars and to urge you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vole AYFE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) wntlen only as an ¢xcise tax cap on

Az a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parily and [imess under the tax codde,

Furthermore, 8B 2135 will also benelil retailers, consumers, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchascs of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price ther products and compele in the markel for Tetml sales of premaum cigars and
ultimately penerate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill: therefore any testimony not directly related to
laxation should be dismissed as unmelated lestimony.

Also, Turge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other languape

unreloted (o an excise tax cap on laree or premium ciears: it 15 an uncthical circumvention and

mampulation of the proper process or public invaolvemeni.

In closing, I respectlully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT [ lawm s prémium cigor
consumers, retalers, disteibotors, and manufactucers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written

only as an excise lax cap on large oF premium cigars.

Thank you lor your titne and allention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,

Sipnature: M}ﬁ?‘%i Drate: E'qu_”rb
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Ciear Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPFORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am wnting {0 you today as a consumer of premmium cigars and o urge you 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Scnate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) written only a8 an exXcise 1ax cap on

lurge or premiwm cigurs,

Ay a premivm cigar consumer and cnthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and faimess under the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the slate by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
hetler price their products and compele in the markel for retm] sales ol premium agars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 15 purcly a proposcd tax bill; thercfore any testimony not dircctly related to
taxation should be disrmssed as unrelated testimony.

Also, L urge you to PREVENT these bills [rom being “pulted and replaced™ with other language

unrelated to an exeise tax cap on large or premivm cigars: it 15 an unethical circumyvention and

manipulation of the proper process lor public involvement.
In ¢losing, | respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written

only as an excige tux cap on large or premium cigars.

Thank you for vour time and attention on this taxation matter.

sSincerely,

Sipnature: ;jm;m Do P _||[,[ -1 f-'
Prinned Ni’!l:ll% . ":"F"Erh‘l,:.lnﬂ e = EL,._.-_..,_;-.

Email Address:

Fapseonle: ‘:1 T e




Bl L4
{;ﬁ t%-::;;‘ Mawi
Mitiluan Llu.'?a'!i.i"}' Hawat'i

Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to S TRONGLY SUPPOIRT an excise tax cap of 30.50 on large cisars.

| am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to vrge you (o STRONGLY
STUPPORT und vole AYE on Scnale Rill 2135 (SB 2135) wreilten only as an gxcisce tax cap on
large or premium ciprs,

As a premium cigar conswmer and enthusiast 8B 2135 will proteet my passion for premium
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parily and Taimess under the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelil retailers, consumers, and in tumn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for relal sales of premium cigars and
ultimately penerate positive prowth of in-state johs and tax revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismisscd as unrelated lestimony.

Also, Turge vou to PREVENT these halls from being “gutled and replaced™ with other languape
unrelated o an excise tax cap on large or prenmium cigars; it 15 an unethical circumvention and

manipulation of the proper provess [or public mvolvemeni.

In closing, [ respeetfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT [lawai‘i premium cipar
consumers, relailers, distributors, and manafactorers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wntten

only as an cxcise lax cap on large oF premium cigars.
Thank vou for your ime and atlention on this taxation matter.
sSimeerely,

Signalure: Mﬂmﬂ— Date:  2-* “'l”' ! L
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Ciear Riehts of America, Hawai‘i

RE: FPetition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as a consumer of premivm cigars and (o wrge you o STRONGLY

Lol WLl S L a it L]

large o premium cigars,

As a premium clgar consumer and cnthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion [or premivm
cigars apd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairmess under the tax eode.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
hetler price their producis and compele in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenuc,

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not direetly related 1o
laxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, 1 urge yvou 1o PREVENT these halls from bemg “gutted and replaced™ with other language

unrelated to an excise tax cap on large or premiwm cigars: it is an vnethical circumvention and

mampulation of the proper process lor public involvement.
In closing, I respectiully ask thal you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
consumers, retatlers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wrilien

omly as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars.

Thank you lor your time and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,

Sipmaterc: fg"_kf'é“'—‘—'\— Lhiate; %’{‘F‘f jr’:ﬁr
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Ciear Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

T am wriling 1o you loday as a consemer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vore AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only a8 an gxgise tnx cap on
large or premium cigars.

Ax a premmium ciger comsumner amnd enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars aprd will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, SE 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchascs of premivm cigars, The fixed lax rate will allow premium cigar retailers o
hetter price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately gencrate positive growth of in-stale jobs and tax revenoe,

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill; therelore any testimony nol directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Alse, 1 urge you 1o PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other linguage
unrelated 1o an etcise Lk cap on Lirge or premium cigars: il is an unethical cireumvention and

manipulation of the proper process for public involvement,

In closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawa''t premivm eigar
consumers, retailers, disteibutors, and manuBGicturers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 weatten
only as an excise tax cap on large or premium clymrs,

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation maller,

Sincerely,

Signature: (M‘U‘“ﬂ B Dhate: 4!‘?/15

Printed Nume: < 'L"j L‘D'P‘ﬂ
[
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petittion to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

| am writing to you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge vou'to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (58 2135) written only as an ¢xdise [x cap on
large or premium cigars.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will pratect my passion tor premivm
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and faimess under the ax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
besller price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue.

In addition, 5B 2135 15 purcly a proposed tax ll; therefore any testimony not directly related (o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated lestimony.

Also, | urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrelated (o an excise Lax cap on large or premium cigars: it is an uncthical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public involvement,

In closing, | respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vote AYE on Seaate Bill 2135 writien

only a5 an eXcise X cap on large or premium g,

Thank you for vour time and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincercly,

__-‘_,_-.--_.'_-—_-r:-—"-'!___ f-‘-- ".-o-"‘I s ——
Signature: = aie: 8 FEDR 2016
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘j

RE: Petition o STRONGLY SUPPORT an ExCise fax cap of S0.50 on large cigrars,

I'am writing (o You loday as a consumer of premium cigars and 1 WEE You tu STRONGLY
SUPPORT and Vote AVE on Senate il Z135 (S8 2135 wiinen only as an excive Ly Canp

large or Dromium cigy o

As o premipm Cigar consumer an enthusiast SB 2135 wij) proleet my passion for premium
cigars and will po longer deny premium cigars parity and faimess under the mx code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will stlso benefit retailers, viistmers, and in tm the stgre by encouraging
in-state purchases ol premium cigars. The fixed tax rafte will allow Premuiwm cigar retailers o
better price their products and compete in the market for retaj] sitles of premium ¢ gars and
ultimalely penerage positive prowth of In-state jobs and (g revente,

In addition. S13 2135 i« parely a proposed 1ax bill: therefore any testimony not directly related 1o
laxation should be dismissed as unrelateg Icstimony,

Also, T urge vou 1o PREVENT these bills from being “gutied ang replaced” with other language
unrelated 1o an EXCIsE [IX cap on large or premjum o EHrs il is an unethical circumvention aund
mampulation of e PP process for public involvement.

In closing, 1 respectiully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium clpar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manuacturers and vole AYE on Semate Bill 2135 writen
only as an EXCISC 1N cpp on farge or Premium cipyrs.

Thank you for vour time and attention on this taxation matier.

sincerely,

Signature: fé{mq;_ = Dae: L gfifs
Pristted Name: I _‘:'IJ-IL{CW'Q{"L{J,
Frnail Adefress: %UAWL"'F'{-[ E{Jlf{@ t}'["’uu[ Lt
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Cigar Rights ut‘America, Hawai_‘i_

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT s EXCiNg fgx cap of 5050 on 14 rge cigars,

I am writing 1o You loday 45 a consumer of premium eipars and W0 urge vont 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and VOle AYE on Senate [l 2135 (SR 2135) WrHIen only as an ENCLYE LIX cap on
large o Dremium cigars.

As a premiym CIgAT consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 wil protect my passion for premium
cigars and will pg longer deny premium CIZArS parity and fuirness under the L cade,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benciig retailers, consamens, and in turn the state by encouniging
n=state purchases of premium cipurs, The fixed tux rate will allow premium cigar retailers o
better price theiy Products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately Benerate positive prowth ol in-state jobs ang 1y FCVEnLEe, :

In addition, SB 2135 15 purely o Proposed tax bill; therefope Any westimony not direet] ¥ related 1o
taxation should pe dismissed as unreluged lestimony.

Also, T urge voy 1o PREVENT thegs hills from being “wutted ang replaced” with other languape
unrelated 1o an ENCINE tax cap on large o Dremiun gipars: it is an uncthical circumvention g
manipulation of the Moper process for publjc mvelvement,

In closing, | respectiully usk tha you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawaj-i Premmm cipar
cunsumers, refailers, distributors, and manufaciurers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writien
only as an excise e cap on kg or premin 1 Cigars,

et

Thank you for Your time and attention on this taxation matter

Sincerely,

Sigmature: \_/' Lifi” y | 2= Dhate: ;]/E ﬁ'::
Printed Name: Fin E":'WL‘"‘:W& =
tmail Address: VWUl Linge Vgn, & Kinibiggn Loss , ¢ onn
Zipewie: %] ehlg



Cigar Rights of Ameriea, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition e STRONGLY SUPPORT an EXCISE [y cap of S0.50 on large cisars,

l am Wriling to Fou toduy us a consymer of premium cigars and (o WEe You 1o STRONG LY
SUPPORT ang vote AYE on Senate Big 2135 (SB 2135, wrillen only pg an CROISE (X cap on
Barge or Prenum cipars,

AS 4 preminm CIgAr consumer and cnthusiast SB 2135 wij) Prolect my passion for Premum
cigars and will na longer deny premium cipars parity and foirmess under the tax coge

Furthermore, SR 2 135 will also benefiy retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by CHCOUrging
In-state purchases of premium cigars, The fixed tax cate will allow prefmium cigar retailers 1o
better price their produets and compete i the market for retail sales of premium e pars and
ultimately peperie POsilive prowth of -state jobs and 1 revente,

I addition, SB 2135 i purely a proposed tax bill: therefore any testumony not directly refated o
Lixabion should e dismissed as unrelaged testimony.

Also, 1 urge you 1o PR EVENT these hills from being “Rutted and replaced™ wigh other language
unrelated 1o an CXCiSg 12X cap on large or premiym ci 200 it is an unethica) circumvention and
mampulation of (e IMOpEr process for public mvolvenent,

In closing., | respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai' Preiium cigar
womsumers, retailers, distributors, and manuficturers gng vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 Wrilien
only as an EXCISe iy Lap on large o premmom cigars,

Thank vou for vour time and attention on this laxation matter,

Sincerely,

o Sl g, o 2/ %/

’

Frinfed Mipime: Laiﬁlﬁ{"ibl _L,.-:fiiﬂ i1 g} :
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘j

RE: Petition o STRONGLY SUPPORT AN excise fgy cap of $0.50 o large cigars,

lam wWriling 1w yoy loday as a consymer of premyium cipars and W urge you 1o STRONG LY
SUPPORT and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) writien ey as an EXCTSC X cap o
larpe g BECOum cigars.

AS a premium CIZAT Consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my Passivn for premium
cigars and will no lonper deny premium IS parily and faimess under ghe Lux codg.

Furthermore, Si 2135 will also henefil retailers, consumers, and in turp the slate by encouraging
In-state mirchases ol premium cigars. The fixed jax rake will allow premium cigar retailers 1o
better price thejy products and COMPELE in the market for refai) sales of premium cigars and
ultimately penerte Postlive prowth of -5tk johs and tax revepye.

In adddition, 51 2 L35 is purely 4 Proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony directly refated o
Gexation should be dismissed as ynrelared testimaony,

Also, Turge vou 1o PREVENT these bills from being “puited and replaced™ with other bnguape
urrelated o an CALISE X cap on large or P cigars: it is an wnethical circumvention i
rarpulation of th Proper process for publie vl vement.

In cloging, | respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SU PPORT IHawait Premium cipar
Lomsumers, retuilers. o istributors, and Wanulaeturers and voe AYE o Senate Bill 2135 wriggen
only as an ¢xcisy X cap on lrpe OF premium eipars,

Thank yvou for your time and altention on this taxation matier.
Sincen.:l:.',

e TRl L Falg
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘j

RE: Petition o STRONGLY st PPORT an CXCise fax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

L am writing 1o You loday as a consumer of premiym cigars and o B you 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vore AYF on Senate Bill 2135 (S8 2135) writien only as an excise jyx Eap on
farge or premimg gigars,

As 8 premimm CIgar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 wijl pProfect my passion for Premium
Cizars und wil] pg longer deny premiun cigars rity and fairmess under the s conde.

Furthermaore, 18 2135 will also benetiy retarlers, consumers, und in tirn the state by EnCouraging
n=state purchases of Premivm cigars. The fixed X rate will allow premium Cigar retailers to
better price their rroducts apd compcte i the market for retui] sales of preminn cigars and
ultimately penerme Positive growth of in-staje jobs and tux revenue,

Inaddition, SB 2135 iy purely 4 proposed fax hill: therefore any lestimony no directly related 1o
laxation should be dismissed s unrelated feslimony.

Also, Lurge you 1o PREVENT these hills from being “Butted and replaced™ with other Tanguape
unrelated 1o an exejee ts cap on large or premium cigars; if is an unethical circtimvention il

—_

manipuiation of (e Proper process for publie mvelvement,

In closing, | respectiully ask that vou STRONCGLY SUPPORT TTawai i premipm Cigar
COISUMLTS, retailers, distributors, and mnulacturers and voge AYE on Senate Rill 2135 wWrlen
only a5 an eACie Ay cap o large OF Premium cigirs,

Lk o

Thank you for vour fime gnd attention on this axation matier,

Singerely,

Signature: &Mﬁm 1_ - - Date: Z/ 55?-/ G
Priewed MName: Sf{fﬂf"" +{{:W-J[m . .
misyalde 21 &L {fﬂ},_rqmgl (T
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘j

RE: Petition 0 STRONGLY SUPPORT an CNCINEe lay cap of $0.50 on large cigars,

am writing 10 You loday as a consumer of premium cigars and 10 urge vou 10 STRONGL Y
SUPPORT and vope AYE on Senate Bl ZI35(SB 2135) wrinten only as an excise LN cap on
Rurger o Premuum cipnrs,

As a premium ClgaT consumer angd enthusiast $B 2135 wil) Protect iy passion for premium
cigars and will ng longer deny premium cigars parity and frirness under the tax code,

Furthermore, S1 2 LES will also benelit retaters, consumers, and in turn the stage by encourgng
n-state purcluses of premium cigars, The fixed tax rate will allow premiym clgar retailers 1o
better price their products and compete m the market for reigil sales of premium cigars and
ultimately gencrare Positive growth of in-ste Jobs and tx revenye,

I addition, SB 2135 15 purely o proposed tax hill: there fore any testimony ol directly related 1
Lxation should he dismissed as unrelaged lestimony,

Also_ [ urge Youto PREVENT these hills from being “putted and replaced”™ with other kngunge
unrelated 1o an CxCise iy cap on farpe or PEERLUN Cigars: it is an unethical circumvention and
manepalanion of e PrOper process for public mvolvement,

In closing, | respectiully ask that You STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premigm clgar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manuiaciurers and vole AVE W Senate Bill 2135 writien
only 25 an excise fax capon Large or premium ¢ Cljrs.

Thank you for vour time and attention on this taxalion mafter.

singerely,

Primted Name: ﬂ:ﬂ,ﬂuf&ﬂ{ Kh&‘i{"
Fmail Adebnss: h"f}_‘ Ellﬁi:f‘j& T.Lblr L.h‘*' e
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition i STRONGLY 51 '"PPORT an excise Bax cap of $0.50 op large cigars,

Lam WIIling (o you todg Y 85 a consumer of Premium eigars and 1o Hree You to STRONGLY
SUPPORT uny Ve AYE on Senate Bil 2135 (SB 2135) written only ag an EXCISE X cap oy
Lirge or Premium gigars,

As a premium CIZAr consumer and cuthusiast SB 2135 wil Protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium clgars parity ang faimness under the coude,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the siate by encouraging
M=Statle purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium ergar retailers 1o
better price their products und com pete in the market for regai] sales of premiwn cigars and
ultimately generae positive growth ol in-state jobs and (ux revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 i putely a proposed tax bifl: therefure any lestimony not direetly related 10
taxation should be dismissed 45 unreluted lestimony.

Also. Turge you to PREVENT these bills from being “putied and replaced™ with other | angunpe
unrelated o an CXCISE X cap o large or _PrEINUm cigars: it is an unethical circumvention and
manipulation of thy roper process for publie mvolvenmen).

In closing, | respecttilly ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai*i premium cigur
Consumers, retailers, distri bBulors, and manulaciurers and vore AYE on Senate Rill 2135 writlen
only as an exeise tx cap on large or premium cigars,

Flumk you for your bme and attention on this Laxation mmter.

smcerely,

3 ot T 7 i
Signajure: "':hljf Vibs LD, s o Date: ""_.-",gllf &
i P - _F__ - — —_— —
Pruted Name; -IQ 115"-"‘4. Hidg
Fmanl Adgfress:
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘j

RE: Petiting i .':i‘r'ltUN{:L‘r’ SUPPORT AN Cxeise fay cap of S0.50 o large Cigzmirs,

| am wriling to You Wuday as g consuner of premium Sy and o ERFEE vieag) 1h STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE ol Senate Rl 2135 (SK 2135) writien only ux an EXCISE LN cap on

large or Premium cigarg,

AS a premium cigar consumer and cothusizg SR 2135 will pristect LY passion for premigm
cigars and will po lomper deny premium CIGAS parity fhimess under (he s code,

Furthermone, SR 2135 will also benefir relinilers, consumprs, and i furn the sgage by LI i
In-state purchases of premiym cigars. The fixed X rate will allgw PrEmismm igar rofailers 1
betler price theiy provducts amd COmpete in (he marke fop retail sales of premim CIgars and
ultimately generage POSItIVE prowth of in-state jobs and 1y FCVEne,

In addition, SB 21350 rurely i proposid s hill: there fupe Ay testimony not dipeey] ¥ eelated 1
lxation should be Ismissed 25 unrelated lestimony.

Also, | Urge vou o PREVENT these bills from being “outted and replaced™ with ulher languge
unrelated 1o an ﬁ‘!ﬁfL‘ii.'_[I?__}i_i;ilj] on Kirge OLBeyum cigars: it is e unethieal circumvention and
manipulation of (e Proper process for puablie mvolvemen,

In cloging 1 fespectfully ask that you ST RONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
CONMSIUMCTs, relailers, distributors, yng mamneachrers and voge AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writien
only as an exejue [y cap on Lrpe OF premimm cipars,

Thank vou for your ime and attention o this taxation matter,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawaj<j

RE: Petition 1o STRONGLY SUPPORT an LXCISE fay cap of $0.50 an |y rge cigars,

Fam WIILing (o your tody ¥ a3 # consumer of premium crgars and 1o HFEC You o STRONGY
SUPPORT and vote AYE o Senate Bill 2135 (SE 2135) weigen only as ap CECISE Ly eap on
lerge o Premium cigars,

A% a premium cigar consumer ang enthusiast SI¢ 2135 will protect ny ¥ Passion for premium
eigars and will no 1o nger deny premium o Ears parity and fairness undey the tax code

Furthermore, S 2135 will ulso benefit retailers. Colsimers, and in turp he stale by encouragis B
n-stale purchases ol premium, cigars. The fixeg X rate will aljow Premuum cigar retailers 1
better price thejr products and compere i the market for regj| sales of premium crgeirs and

ultimately genemie positive growgh of in-state jobs and rx revene.

In addition, Sg 2135 ix purely 4 proposed g bill; theretire any lestimony not directly related 1o
laxation should be thsmissed as unreiated testimany,

Also. [ urge you to PREVENT ihegs bills from being “putted ang replaced”™ with other Jag Bl
unrelated to CXEISE Lax cap on lurge or Premmm cigars: it is an wnethical circumvention and

manipulation of ghe PHeper process fur publie myvolvement,

[n closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai PECIminm eipar
COMBUMSTS, retailers, distributors, an manueiurers and vore A YE on Senate Bill 2135 written
only as an CXCISE 1IN eap on Jurge op Prefium ¢ B,

Thank vou for your tme and attention on ithis taxation matier.

Sincerely,

-
Printed Maime: ! ||Ilillt -{f'ﬁ. -\1, T-:ﬂf"- f{'!"t "{'. o
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘j

RE: Petition 0 STRONGLY SUPPORT ag CXCive lax cap of 50.50 an large Cigars,

L am wri ting to voy today as g consumer of premipm cigans and (o Urge you to STRONGI Y
SUPPORT ung vole AYE on Senate Ril) 2 135 (SH 2135} written only us an CRUTSE 1A% cap on
large or Premuinm cigars

A5 a premium ¢ Bdr consumer and enthusjag SB 2135 will protee My passion for preminm
cigars and will ng longer deny premigpm cigars parity and fnirmess under the code,

Furthermore, S8 2135 will also bene it relailers, consumers, and i the siate by encouraging
I=state purchases of premium cigars. The fxed ax rate will allow preminm cigar retailers w
betler price their provlucts and vompete in the market for et sales of premiym clgars and
ultimately penerme positive growth of jp-siage Jobs and tax revenye.

I addition, 818 2135 s purely 4 Proposed fax bill: therefire any lestimony oy directly refated 1o
lxation should be dism; ssed as unrelated testimon ¥,

Also, Lurge vou 1p PREVENT these bills from being “putted und repliced” with ather languape
unrelated 1o an CXCISE 4% cap on large or DECium Cignes: i is an wnethical circwnvention amd

manipulation of the Muper process for publje mvidvement,

In closing, 1 respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Huowai*i premiwm cigar
CORSUMETS, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vole AYF o Senate Bill 2135 Wrillen
only as an ey Cise lax cap on large or Dreniom ¢ TR

Thank vou for vour time and altention on this taxation matter.
Sincerely,
~
: T e 3
L 3 i ] l{;
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Cigar Rights anmericu, Hawai;

RE: Petition iy HTI{{M‘ELY SUPPORT Al excise fax cap of $0.50 gy Egggg tigars,

lam WIILing to vy today as 5 Lolsumer of promium, Chgars and 1o WIBE You 1o STRONG LY
SUPPORT a5 VOle AYE on Sengpe Bill 2135 15 2135) weilten anly as gy EXCISE 13X Cip on

AS a1 premium o EAr consumer and cothusiast SB 2135 will protect iy ¥ Passion for premium
cigars and will ne longer deny premim CHRATS parity ang fairness unger the: tix code.

Furthermore, $ 2135 will alyy benelit retailers, Cansumers, and in turn ghe stute by CCOUraging
I1h-5te Purchases o premiwm cigars. The fixed lax rate will afjow Premium cigar retailers o
betler price theip Products ang ampete in the markey fip retal sales of Premium Cigurs g
ultimatey Eenenite posifive Browith of jn-siye 10obs el 1y revenue,

In addition, s 2 L35 is purely 4 Mraposed tax bill: therefore any testimony not directly related 1o
GEXA00n should by dismissed ge trreluted 1es Moy,

Aldso, | urpe YOu o PREVENT tece bills from being “putied ang repluced” with other langispe
unrelated o an EXCISE lay ap on large or Premimm cipars: i is an unehicy| CIreumvention and

mEnipulation of e Praper process for public mvalvemeny,

In closing, ) respectiully ask thar You STRONGLY sp PPORT Hawgis Premium cigar
temsumers, retailers, disiri butors, and manufctirers ang voge AYE on Senace Bil 2135 writien
only as an EXCISE fax G on large or premim ¢ s,

FPhank you fiay Your time and attention o this taxation manter.

Singerey,

’) g Lodt™ 'I o
Sigmature: = _[ftdé_ff} _E{_'L'g —— Date: '—;__ﬁ - ‘fc"'-'_:'
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Cigar Rights ﬂfAmerica, Hawai<j

RE: Petition 14 STRONGLY SUPPORT an EXCHC fay can of 8050 gn Inrpe cigurs.

[ am Wriling o you today as Lonsumer of premjun clgars and to HEe ¥ou to STRONGL Y
SUPPORT and Vile AYE on Sepate Bill 2135 (si 2 L35) written only as an EXEISE LIX cap on
_L'Il'gr:'!._ll_' Preminm Cigars,
As a premium CIEAr Consumer and cnthusiast SB 2135 will protee m ¥ pussion for premiu
cigars and will ne longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax eode,

Furthermore, SR 2135 will alsa beneli retailers, Lamsumers, and in tum (he slate by encours ging
In-5tate Purcluses of Premium cigars. The | wed @y rate wil allow preminm cigar retailers 1o
hetier price their products and compete in the market fhr et sales of premiym chgnes and
ultimately penernie Positive prow of in-state jobs ang X revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 15 purely g eposed tax bill: thereforg Ny testimony g direcily relared to
Gaxation should he dismissed g4 uirelated testimony,

Also, I urge vou 1o PREVENT these bill from being “putted ang replaced™ with other g guage
unrelaled 1o gn CXCISE X cap on large or Dremium cigary: iy is an unethicy circumvention und
manipulation of the MOPEr provess for publie involvement,

In closing, | respectiully ask thar you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai Premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vope AYE on Senate Bil 2135 written
only ax an eXeise tax cap on J.-_u_::g;_-_q_n‘p_r;uu:’tQU cipirs,

Thank you for your time and attention o this 1axation mager,

Sincerely, .
- /' ¢if1{s
Signature I j:___&i___; e Drbe: %/ _/

Printed N‘F'J“/:il.': = l!'\ﬂ n{] P"fﬁ'ﬂ'lr[r-l-[}ﬁ
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of 30.50 on large i

| am writing 10 you today as a consumer of premium cigars and to urge vou to STRONGLY
SUPPORT wul vore AYFE on Senate Bill 2135 (S13 2135) written only as an exeise W cop on
large or premium cigars.

As a premuum cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars pavity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthérmore, SB 2135 will also bencfit retailers, consumers, and in wm the state by cncouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tx rote will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market Tor retail sales of premiom cigars and
ultimately penerate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue.

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrclated 1estimony.

Also, | urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “putted and replaced” with other language
unrelated to an gxcise lax cap on large or premium gigars: i1 s an unetbical cireumvention aiwl
manipulation ol the proper process for public involvemeni.

In elosing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT [lawai'i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manuficturers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wnitten
only as an excise iax cap on large or premiwm cigars.

Thank yvou for vour time and attention on this taxation matter.

* 5
[l e, Date: & - 16
g \\La.qﬁ_,

Printed Manw 1‘?:;,}.1.;.'-...

Sincerely,
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars,

Lam writing 1o you iday a3 o consumer of premium cigars and to urge you 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an excise fy cip on
large or premivm cigars.

As a prenium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and frimess under the tx code.

Furthermore, SE 2135 will alse bencfit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium eigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar relailers to
better price their products and compete in the murket for retail sales of premiom cigars amnd
ultimately penenite positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In adcition. 8B 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill: therefore any testimony not directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated estimony.

Also. | urge you 10 PREVENT these hills from being “sutted and replaced™ with other linguage

manipulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawaii premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and mumulaclurers and viole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wrillen

only a% an excise X cnp on large o preminm clgirs.

Thank you for your fime and attention on this taxation maiter,

Sincerely,

Signoture: %’Mﬁ{ifﬂ L"}Fq,_. _ _ Mate: "1/'!‘-‘{”;
Printed Mane, ﬁlﬂ-ﬂﬁh’i wﬁ’j(ﬁ’-\‘.
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of S0.50 on large cigars,

I am writing 10 you today as a consumer of premium cigars and o urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and voie AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only s on excise tux cap on
hiarge or premium cigars,

Az a premium cigar consumer and enthusiost SB 2135 will protect my passion lor premium
eipars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fhirness under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state bv encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The (xed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
hetter price their products and compete in the market for cetail sales of premiom cigars o
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and 15 revenue,

In addition. 81 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bills therelore any testimony net directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated restimony,

Also, 1 urge vou to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced” with other languape
unrelated 1o an excise tax cap on lnrge or premium cigars; it is an uncthical eircumyvention and
manipidation of the proper process for public mvolvement.

In closing, | respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT [Howai‘i premium cigar
consumers, relnilers, distributors, and manuficturers and vote AYFE on Senate Bill 2135 wrinen
only as an excise Wi cap on large or premium cigars.

Thank you lor vour time and atiention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,

Signatune: m—( %’MA‘-”"_ pate: Z/G/\L

Irinted Mome; E I:I'L_h--"f + JHII""'" =P
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise fax eap of S50 on large cigurs,

Lam writing to you today as 4 consumer of premium ¢ gars and 0 urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and voie AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (8B 2135 written only as an EXCIC 1A% Cip on
farp.e OE prenium cigars.

As a preniium Cigar consumer aiid enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium e gars parity and faimess under the lax code,

Furhermore, SB 2135 will also benehit retailers, consumers. and in tum the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premim cigars. The fived wx rge will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compeie in the market for retail sgles of premium eigars and
ultimately generte positive growth of in-state Jobs and wx revenue,

[ addition, SB 2135 jx purely a proposed 1ax bill: therelore sny testinion ¥ not divectly refated 1o
taxation should be dismissed ;5 unrelated testimony,

Also. | urge vou 1o PREVENT these bills [rem being “putted and replaced”™ with other g
unrelated 1o an CACISE WX cap on large or premimg crgars; it is an unethical circummvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawaiti premium cigor
constimers, retailers, distributors, and manufaciurens and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wrinten
only as an excise ax cap on large or premiom cigars,

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation maticr.,

Simcercly,

e Do (P Ltoeg. oy
Printed Nane- -J:"_f?f--’;‘;-' fﬂ i'.-(f;,.L'C-L'?lr‘-" "‘].f‘

Emarl Address:

Lipende: fﬁ -'_'i?‘l:



Cigar Rights of America, Hawaij‘j
RE: Petition 0 STRONGLY SUPPORT an CXCISe tax cap of S0.50 om [g Cignrs,
_-_-_-_-_L—‘—__‘—-!gl-'——ﬂl_

lam Writing to voy loday ag o consumer of promium cigars amd 1o e you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT ang VOle AYE on Senate il 2I35(SR 21215 WrLten only s nn e Lise Wy cap il
larpe or PICHIIm Cigp

s=mi

As i premiym Clar Consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protee My passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium IS parity g fairmess under the 1 o

Furthermore, §1g Z135 will also benefiy retuilers, consumers, and in tirn the siaie by CnCouriging
N-S131¢ purchases of premium ¢ Bars. The fixed tax rafe will allow premiym ¢f gar retailers o
better price their products and compete in the market fir retmil sales of Premium cigars and
ultimately generpe Positive growth of in-stae Jobs and tax revenye.

In addition, S5 2135 iy purely a proposed tiy bigl: therelore any lestimony not directly related 1o
taxation shonld he dismissed 5 unrelated lestimony,

Also. L urge you 1o PREVENT these bills from being “subted gnd replaced™ with othey lnguage
unrelated 1o gn CXCISC (AN cap on large or premiug Clgars: it is an unethical cireumvention up
manipulation of the Praper process for public involvemen.

In closing_ | respectfully ask thq you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai< preminm cipar
Lonsumers, relailers, istributors, and manufacturers and voe AVE o Senate Bill 2135 Wrillen
anly as an excise lax cup on librge or preminm cigars,

Thank vou fur your time and attention o this taxation mugter

Sincercly,

Signature; /W (’;{Z/k_ﬁ . ."L‘_ y i o Daes_ 2 / ¢ / (£
Pritsied Name: /(h.;;—f;\}’j = ip{,ﬁ—l V1o ‘j o .

Emall Address: /ﬁ r-ﬂfh’t . (i-if]-‘{ ](){ Frei fet @ ’fj maell
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

Lam writing to you today os a consumer of premium cipars and 1o urpe you o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Scoate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written onlv us an excise lax epp on
large oF premium cigars.

As 8 premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion [or premium
cigars and will no longer deny preminm eigars parity and fairness under the tax code.

Furthermore, 5B 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turm the state by encournging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tx rate will allow premism cigar retailers
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars anel
ultimately penerale positive growth of in-state jobs and @x revenue.

In addition, S 2135 is purcly a proposed ax bill: therefore any testimony not directly reloted 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, [ urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other languoge
unrelated to i excise s cap on large or preminm eigars: it s an uncthical circamvention and
manipulation ol the proper process for public invelvement

In closing. | respectfully ask that yvou STRONGLY SUPPORT [lawai‘i premium cigar
consumwrs, retnlers, distributors, aned omomueieiorers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 written
only s an excise inx cap on large or premium gigairs.

Thank you for your ime and attention on this taxation matler.

Sincerely.

. —— Ly
Signatone: e AT : e 2! ‘j‘“ &
Printed Marpe: rr{ r«,qh. ' L}:}:’nrr"‘l

il Address: '1L|.1.- ek el e -";-IJ\"""- hoa. (o
Aiprode: q{'\-. _] q i



Lam writing 10 You taday as o consuner ol premium cigars and (o UIEC ¥ou 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT el vie AYE on Senate Bl 2135 (81 2135 written only s an CACTSE X Cap on
’ﬂ"J.'.EULI“;*'.IW.iwiLI'!;ﬂJR

Asa premium ¢ BAr consumer and enthusing SR 2135 will projeer my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny Premium cigars pariy ¥ and Faeness under the gy vonle,

Furthermaore, S 2 L35 will alsp heneiit retiilens, consumers, and in turn the stae by enCoUraging
in=state purchases of premium cigars, The fixed ta raie will allow premium cigar relailers 1o
betier price their proclucts ang compete in the market for regyjl sales of premium ¢f gars ang
ultimately peneme positive growth of in-siae Jobs and Wy pevene.

In addition, SB 135 s purcly o Praposed tax hill: therelore any lestimony o direetly related 1o
taxation should be g ismissed as unrelated testimony,

Also. | urge You o PREVENT these il from being “putied and replaced™ with other lnngimge
unrekated 1o an CxCine s cap on large or _PRERIIT Cigauns; if i an unethical cireumvention mnd
nanipulation of the Proper process for public in volveiment.

In closing, | respectiully ask thay You STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium CIgir
Consumers, relailers, distributors, und manuiaeticers and vore A YE on Senate Bill 2135 o lten
only as an exvise tax eap WALl oF premitgm ojpars,

Thank vou fior your time and attention on this taxation matter,

Sincercly,

T
Sigrasture: _....—-_:-._., r‘_f',_:r’-_,"'-\:‘m S [ate; {f‘:‘; =
P = .
Printed Mane: '--EU i W Rl Ir"-l'\_ b LT LT |

Fmail Addreis: [ TALAT M5 ¢ i
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Cigar Rights of America, Ha wai‘i
RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an ex CiSe tax eap of S0.50 on large cisars,
_‘_“—'—-B——________g__;k__

Fam writing 1 yon today 2% a consumer of premiun cigars and 1o Uree You io STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vole AY'E on Senate Bill 2135 sk 2135) wrilten Y s an exe L5 LN cap on
Largee G Premimm cigars,

A5 3 premium Cigar consumer ind enthusiast SB 2135 will Pretect my passion lor preimium
cigars and will no lenger deny Premium cigars parity and luiress unger the tax code.

Furthermore, S8 2115 will ulso beneli relilers, consumers, and in turn the siate by encouraging
In-state purchases ol premium cigars, The tixed tax rate will allow Premuem cigar retailers 1o
better price their products and compete in the muarket for retail sales ol premium cigars and
ultimately Benenite positive prowth of m=state jobs and revente,

In addition, SB 2135 i« purely & proposed tax bill: therefore any testimony 1 directly related 1o
Eaxation shouwly be dismissed as unrelaged lestimony,

Also, L urge vou 1o PREVENT these bills fron being “wutted and replaced” with other langnpe
unrelated 1o an excise BN cap on Jarge OF PrEmIum Clpnes: i is an urethucal circumvention and
manipulation of the Maper pricess for public mvelvement,

In closing. | respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT | wai Premium cigar
consumers, retailers. distributors, and manufaciurers and vore AYE an Senate Bill 2135 written
only as an excise nx G o lange or premium CLEArs.

Thank you for vour time and attention on this laxation matier.

Sincerely,

Siumature: _//W{" Efjj%’ N b 2 ¥ [ €

Printed Name: !E'.'Elhulf"f'“ F_I':.-:,}.;

Enusil Address:

Liprode: - q{;: 1 !] 1.-—__
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise lax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

am writing o you today as a consumer of premium cigars and 1o wrge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Sennte Bill 2135 (5B 2135) written only s an exeise tux cap on
large or premium cigars.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cipars and will no longer deny preminm cigars pority and limess ander the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benelit retailers, consamers, and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium eigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
bedter price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

[ addition. B 2135 @ purely a proposed tax bill: therefore any testimony not dircetly related w
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, Lurge you o PREVENT these hills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrelated to an excise tax cap on large or premivm cigars; it is an unethical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper process Tor public imvolvement.

In closing, | respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT |Hawai'i premium cigar
comsumers, retwlers, distribgtors, and manufocturers and vote AYE on Senate Bill 21358 writlen
only s an exeise [y eap on lirge or premivm cigan.

Thank you for your time and attention on this laxation mailer.
sincerely,

h:nmjtmg }' Durte: GJ- /"r/

Mrinbed Nrme: ('\(/;-'l?'ﬂf Ly M r'",.l’f},‘"} . ——
Lomanil Addidress: ﬂ/é#ﬁf?{ﬁt Fa (""-'-” /u’fl:lit-:' CeFr
Lipoode: ‘:(%’.‘;‘?;‘7
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPOR'T an excise tax cap of 50.50 vn large cigars.

1 am writing to you today a8 a consumer of premium cigars and 0 urge you 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Seaate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) written only as an excise ax cap on
larpe or preaviimn cigars,

As o premium cigar consunter and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion {or premiom
cigars and will no longer deny premivm cigars parity and fairness under the wx code,

Furthenmore, SB 2135 will alse benefit retailers, consumers, amd in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax nue will allow premium cigar retailers to
hetter price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premivm cigars and
ubtimately penerate positive growth of in-state jobs and tx revenue,

In addition, SB 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill; therefore any testimony not directly related to
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, [ urge you to PREVENT these hills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrehated to an exeise tax cap on large or premmivm cigars: it 15 an uncthical circumvention and

manipulation of the proper process for public involvement,

In closing, | respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
consumers, retmlers, distnboators, amd manuioeturers ond vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wilen
only as an excise X cop on large or premiun Cigrs.

Thank vou for your time and altention on this Gxation muatier.

Sincerely,

Sighanone: )(J {)/1 ' /f P I:/ naee: 2/ )\

Printed Mame: 1% ||‘|l f‘F‘I‘[f‘-TlE

Emuil Address: H'Il.ﬂ“-.t\ﬂ‘l lhﬂdmgjﬂ[ff'wrﬂl{} U'I'tf
fipoode: f]l]Ir_jL] g



Cigar Rights of America, Hawai'‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of 80.50 oo large cigars,

| am writing to you today as a consumer of premivm cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT amd vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) writlen only as an excise tax cap on
lrge o premim cigars.

As a preminm cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will protect my passion for preminm
cigars and will no longer deny premium cipars parity and faimess under the 1ax code.

Furthermore. 5B 2135 will also benelit retaiters, consumers. and in turn the state by encouraging
in-state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers to
better price their products and compete in the market for retal sales of prenuum crgars amnd
wltimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenoe,

In addition, SB 2135 is purely a proposed 1ax bill: therelore any testimony not dircetly related o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, L urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unrelated to an excise tax cop on large or premm eigars; il s an onethical eireumvention and

manipulation of the proper process Tor public involvement.

In closing, | respectiully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Howai®i premium cigar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vole AYE on Senate Bill 2135 writlen
only as an excise X cap on lnrge or preminm cigars,

Thank yan for your time and attention on this Lexation matler,

sincerely.

signanure: FFlaghatyt Tedvod S oate: - & | (¢
primed Name: MG e T oS

Fenil Address: RastVe L j'h'\ '_;ﬁl("-_';j\jgﬂl'l-td e Uﬂf]

fipende: "f“é 7 LQ.}F—
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of $0.50 on large cigars.

I am writing to you today as o consumer of premium cigars and 1o urge vou to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) written only as im exgise ax cap on
large or prenium cigars,

As a premuum eigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 will proteet my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and Teimess under the tax code.

Furthenmore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encoursigzing
in=state purchases of premium cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retuilers (o
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth ol in-stale jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, 5B 2135 is purcly a proposed tax bill; therefore uny testimony not directly related 1o
taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Albso, urge you 1o PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language

unrelated 1o an excrse oy cap on lrpe or preminm cigars; it is an anethicnl circumyvention and

mumipulation of the proper process [or public involvement.

In closing. | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'l premium cigar
consumwers, retnlers, distributors, and manufctorers and vole AYE on Senate Bl 2135 weitlen
only s on exeise WX cap on large or premium cigres.

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation matter.

Sincerely,

,

2 E
Prived Mang; :ED" Ibc_,. i"u"lﬂhlhr
Ermmil Address: oLP1rs L o, \Jﬂ.;.q_.. al

Lipeode: ¥ Y

Signature: \:'_1,.,... L\.«/r— Date: "—l‘f!'l.:-u.




Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax_cap of 30.50 on large cipars.

I am writing 1o you today as o consumer of premium cigars and 1o urge you o0 STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (5B 2135) writlen only as an exeise lax cap on
lurge or premiwm cigars.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusinst SB 2135 will protect my passion for premium
cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and fairness under the tax code,

Furthermore, SB 2135 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in turn the state by encouraging
m-state purchases of premivum cigars. The fixed tax rate will allow premium cigar retailers o
better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium cigars and
ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition, 5B 2135 is purely a proposed tax bill: therelore any testimuony nol directly velated to
laxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, L urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other linguage
unrelated 1o an excise tax cap on large or prenniom gigars: it is an unethical circumvention and
mampulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing. | respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai® premium cigar
consumers, retnilers, distributoes, and manuferers and voie AYE on Senate Bill 2135 wnitien
only s o excise tnx cap on large or premimm cigors.

Thank you lor your (ime and atlention on this leaefon malier,

Sincerely,

I‘I
Siznature: ﬂp%{-‘rjM
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of 50.50 on large cigars.

I am writing 1o vou today a3 a consumer of premium cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and volc AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) and companion House Rill 1634 (HB
1634) written only as an excise tax cap on large or premium Cirs,

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 and HB 1634 will protect my passion for
premium cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and [aimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 and HB 1634 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in tum the stale
by cncouraging in-state purchases of premium ¢igars, The fixed tax rate will allow premium
cigar retailers to better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium
cigars and ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addition. SB 2135 and HB 1634 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any testimony not
directly related to taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, | urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced”™ with other language
unrelated 10 an exeise tax cap on large or premiwm cigars; it is an uncthical circumvention and

manipulation of the proper process for public invelvement.

In closing, I respectfully ask that you STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cigar
consumers, retatlers, distributors, and manufacturers and vole AYFE on Senate Bill 2135 and
companion House Bill 1634 (HB 1634) written only as an cxeise tax cap on large or premium

I'hank you for vour time and attention on this taxation matter.
Sincerely,
I_-;..’_-.-": .r-- .-'."-"__-_,..-'"'- g
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2-15-2016
Grranl Kawasaks
sushusupremehawali@vahoo.com
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: Petition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of 50.50 on large cizars.

| am writing to vou today as a consumer ol premium cigars and 1o urge vou 1o STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) and companion House Bill 1634 (HB
1634) written only as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars.

As g premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 and HB 1634 will prolect my passion lor
premium cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and faimess under the tax code,

Furthcrmore, SB 2135 and HB 1634 will also benelil retailers. consumers, and in turn the state
by encouraging in-state purchases of premium cigars. The lixed tax rate will allow premium
cigar retailers o better price their products and compete in the market for retail sales of premium
cigars and ultimately generate positive growth of in-state jobs and tax revenue.

In acidition, SB 2135 and HB 1634 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any lestimony not
direetly related to taxation should be dismissed as unrelated estimony.,

Also, | urge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced™ with other language
unreloted o an excise tax cap on large or premium eigars: it 15 an unethical circomvention amud
manipulation of the proper process for public involvemenl.

In closing, [ respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai®l premium cigar
consumers, retatlers, distnbotors, and manuGciurers and vote AYE on Senate Bl 2135 and
companion House Bill 1634 (HB 1634) wiitten only as an excise tax cap on large or premium
ClEars.

Thank you for your time and atlention on this taxation matter.

scerely, 2 /:;?
Sipnalure: — Trale: I""f F E-B Za |

Primed Name: - JolrMATHen F"'l'“fE'_,F-"S
Lwanil Address: MF'E-"'}-—g !pr‘;'{n @rmhd- Loy
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Cigar Rights of America, Hawai‘i

RE: I"etition to STRONGLY SUPPORT an excise tax cap of 50.50 on large cigars.

L am writing to you today as a consumer of premivm cigars and to urge you to STRONGLY
SUPPORT and vote AYE on Senate Bill 2135 (SB 2135) and compunion House Bill 1634 (1B
1634) written only as an excise lax cap on large or premium Cigurs.

As a premium cigar consumer and enthusiast SB 2135 and HB 1634 will protect my passion for
premium cigars and will no longer deny premium cigars parity and laimess under the tax code.

Furthermore, SB 2135 and HB 1634 will also benefit retailers, consumers, and in tum the state
by encouraging in-state purchases of premium cigars, The fixed tax rate will allow premium
cigar retailers 10 better price their products and compete in the market [or retail sales of premium
cigars and ultimately generate positive growth ol in-state jobs and tax revenue,

In addinon, 5B 2135 and HB 1634 are purely proposed tax bills; therefore any testimony not
directly related to taxation should be dismissed as unrelated testimony.

Also, Lurge you to PREVENT these bills from being “gutted and replaced”™ with other language
unrelated 1o an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars: it is an uncthical circumvention and
manipulation of the proper process for public involvement.

In closing. 1 respectfully ask that vou STRONGLY SUPPORT Hawai'i premium cipar
consumers, retailers, distributors, and manufacturers and vole AYE on Senate Rill 2135 and
companion House Bill 1634 (HB 1634) written only as an excise tax cap on larpe or premium
CLZATS.

Thank you for your time and attention on this taxation matter.
Sincerely, '
Signatun: _@ﬂ Ev _';-_FF ) Distes 15 b Zolk

Printed Name:  Donagll E. FREgman p—
Fmail Address: 0S stagz (2 apranl . Lom
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Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawail.

Printed Name: é’bﬂog Vuoégm

School:;@&ﬁ— 'ur < Grade Level: (O

Email Address: (7 Yuag 1siarA I 3m¢‘.!.t—oc—~

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

[ am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawai.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

] understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, ‘ \
e P S S

Signature: SO “‘*‘:\.“4—"”‘“ :

Printed Name: ?QLQV\ @—e X L) )

sencor A0 00O tialn Scliool  casres: [
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:
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Please email this petition to les@Ibdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

| understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, =
A ' i
Signature: r/}///;‘/ ‘}/L AT

Printed Name: 'ﬁ[(ﬁ/a e/ /?20/“'50/’
School:_( A[ ¢ ié’ﬁﬁzvﬁé_/é/ fi’_/,d_ Grade Level: =
bmail Addeess: /. Nz Searzon < SRR

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@Ibdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, |

Signature: N ) Uk:*

Printed Name; LL’ Frla //’\(’.S é(’{/ = /ZQ' J‘}, “L3

School: k(‘%&@u fl%ﬁﬁ /‘( Jehr?” Grade Level: 7 4 //, 2

Bmail Addresse. L ovnd . TreSler- 6&5[@1] =

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

SignamW

Printed Nam¢’ A USTUNTEN

School: KAFAA  H CrH SCHDOL Grade Level: [0-13

Email Address: Q) y ieeunten yahio. s

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

i understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
Signature: @tﬂ?/&/qu{_/

Printed Name: D.ﬁu? S LLI['.\/

School: 7‘,/[‘/ Ui Grade Levcl:ﬁicfj’ 5 ki

Email Address: __ £20v4 supen@) fobmadl . com

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:
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Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
5 Y,
Signature:. l” (;_".,‘]1& N~ H{«g,fﬁ

Pn'ntedName:J’\AQ SAMNA HECTT ~

School: Kapoa thanScheel Grade Level:. G~ 7.
J

\
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit
hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

[ would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, )
Signature: __[{/{AL. I h—

Printed Name: YF/[{ i / ' L ( essel”
School: A/ [ ea H'? “ Sclod Graderevet 1© (2
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:
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Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

[ would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Sut\mn/'ttsd.‘ 4/_\
Signature: /d
Printed Name: /205:( @C—-ﬂt«/ VAR

School: /@7’,&7/ Méf/ \YC/FDO e Grade Level: ?
Email Address: ’//C’Kj&%/ct @/CR Ul . 30(/

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfull)’ Submx c/>_/ /

S;gna

Printed Name: // (5.4d: ,[/

School: /H //,/M/ Grade Level: '/(’ /(1

Email Address: //u'(/.«.‘ o (i‘) qgMa- | ¢ gt

Add personal commenlszzre, Jr attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org




March 31, 2013

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

My name is Shana T. Carvalho, and [ am a Hawaii public school teacher at Wilcox
Elm. School. Recently, I became aware of legislation that could either support or
threaten the livelihood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses selling
premium cigars in our State.

[ would like to say that while I place the health and safety of our children and
students first, I have not witnessed nor heard of premium cigars being a product
that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our public schools.

[ feel that premium cigars should be regarded as a luxury product that is enjoyed by
legal aged adult consumers, and every effort should be made to protect our Island

farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms.

[ would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that
could either support or negatively impact the premium cigar industry.

Sincerely,

STC

Shana T. Carvalho



March 31, 2013

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

My name is Kathryn Bailey, and 1 am a Hawaii public school teacher at Kapaa High
School. Recently, | became aware of legislation that could either support or threaten
the livelihood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses selling premium
cigars in our State.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of children first, | have
not witnessed or have knowledge of premium cigars being a product that is either
marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schoois.

[ feel strongly that premium cigars should be regarded as a luxury product that is
enjoyed by legal aged adult consumers, and every effort should be made te protect
our Island farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that
could either support or negatively impact the premium cigar industry.

Sincerely,

i 552

Printed Name
Kathryn Bailey



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.
I'understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

[ would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
signature:__/ Jrns Ser o

Printed Name:_ AINEe | Orio

sehoot__Kanug kaloom Grade Level: f

Email Address: Qﬂn[‘eu/‘ N i 22[ QFQ (Q gmcu'l. com

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or Jax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.
I'understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
Signature: @0« S .' : /K—-
Printed Name: Sy 711 L. Sthownfel 4

School: KA kapuo P(E Grade Level: Student SenwiiS
: Condinatv-

Email Address:_S|S¢chownfel @gmni l. .0m

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@Ibdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I'would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii,

Respectfully Submitted, Y-
& "/""75——// =

1gnature .//

Printed Name: Mahaﬁnqzze- KYU.Q%&’

School: Vm\mka?bno Grade Level: —

Email Address: talla finmat@gmeail .com

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-973]
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii,

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

<

>

Signature:
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit
hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I'am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

[ would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Subitted, \
Signature: S&‘MZ%‘? . %%au )
Printed Name: &%/bu E.Jkbin
school: _Kanuk pone < Grade Level:
Email Address: el dabin @ Hotyaa . cam
Add personal comment here, or attach additional testimony:
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Please email this petition to les@Ibdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars,

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Sybmitted,
Signambﬂs.k»/k\r\ @k&.\/

Printed Name: TO\VE\ 0 Chal 0\Q

=TS ‘
School: K&M\(CL(\?D(\Q éc— S Grade Level: 3

Email Addressr‘m‘(\é‘v\\m\e)\@ f\) el = CONA

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or Jax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, Jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I'would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, g.
Signature: Zg"/ Koy w‘“?éu\\’. O FH—
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:
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Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I'am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I'would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

[ would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signaturezg;) : QQBQ
Printed Name: LA-. ol -.gE%AK
School: LUIUALDND GradeLevel: AU

Email Address: M—l Z SonE RN A @QYEMAiL , Corn

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit
hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, | have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
Signature: @'W

Printed Name: Mart Yokoi

School: _Kanuikapone FCS Grade Level: Adminis traton Suppelt -
SASA

Email Address: /mart. la.yekei @ gmat). com

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.
I'understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Sub
Slgnature lﬂm\ W

Printed Name .é// (. / /44 DM/ 74/
School: /% L) KA /&/7 o Grade Level: /‘{‘ /27

Fimail Address: “Ué 2. r/d/?/ 22 é) /. rare

Add personal comments here, or attach addmonal testimony:

Please email this petition to les@Ibdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit
hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I'am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I'would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I'would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Supmitted,

Signature: M% W

Printed Name: y&"d)/ fvas hiho

School: _[KANUI kd/fOI\JO aadsisal—12.
/ .

Email Address: COd\l/M as ‘fln@ g"W‘- Colin

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@Ibdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-973]
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature: PN b ‘.\,I) i ( /( /‘01«,\_«\/(/(
Printed Name: ’Z‘ "'\IJJ//\// /(//( /0;71«7( //

/ R .
School: == anNnui ICa 20 Grade Level: S: ¢ ol s
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Email Address:  A/A

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@Ibdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii,

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

School: Kanu: Kapono Pec & Grade Level: I =172

Email Address:_| ?ob'ﬂb@f} meul. Corn

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, | have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,

and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
Signature: /fl @/7]1/ / /M

Printed Name: J%h e F e A/ / // / ik LA—*
sehool: Kol ( ¢

Email Address: o Yinee | v € \eNos  cam

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Grade Level: 60 “Q QL
d

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit
hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

| am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could cither support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while | place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed 1o, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
cvery effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal frecdoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii C igar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing Mavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Signature: W R
printed Name:__ M\ Cluee 2| Hauumae, LQJ
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Respectfully Submitted, §

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or Jax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii C igar Association pleasc visit
hawaiiciga rassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, Jjobs, and personal frecdoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or

negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submiued.

Signature: &j& K o=

Printed Name: A y4n  Grr4Rp

School: _ KAvAL ¢ ¢ _ Grade Level: . Lommcn. 5 (bf/j (%

Email Address: 50"/,&’«’_0__&@____

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I'am a teacher. and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safcty of our students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed 1o, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
cvery cffort should be made to protect our farms. businesses, jobs. and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii C igar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii,

Respectfully Submitted, -
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition 1o les@lbdcoffee.com, or Jax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association pleasc visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while 1 place the health, and safety of our students first. I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed 10, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms. busincsses. jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-«.onstructcd and hand-wrapped with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
negatively impact thc premlum cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Su?mmtd i (
v r e j\ j

.Sq,nalurc o
Printed Name; \ )\MUL @ LK (154 { &
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-973]

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassocia tion.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could cither support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first. | have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
every effort should be made to protect our farms. businesses. Jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,

and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Iawaii.

Respectfully Submitted.

Signature: W/M A_,Q/i\/

Printed Name: \/;74‘/;, ( DRENT
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or Jax to: 808-822-973]
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, [ have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every cffort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filier or characterizing flavors.

and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
Signature: 2{:{ =
Printed Name; LOIH' DC[Q'D'G"!-C
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed to. or consumed by vouth in our schools. Furthermore,
every cffort should be madc to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted.
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Signature: A2t
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax t0: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

[ am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore.
cvery effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

| understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco Icaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

[ would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted., ~ a\l
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectiully S}bmiu d.
. %
Signature: Gl Z’
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Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

[ am a teacher, and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

[ would like to say that while [ place the health, and safety of our students first, I have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms. businesses, jobs, and personal frecdoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors.
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted,
Signsniie: J00ac. e /] )/,(/éd%d»/

Printed Ndme: | Z%_& : ﬂk a/lq) a_

School: /Wﬂi G\ %s& Grade Level:
Email Address: d[[@_@ /)5?/‘ &’ H

Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony: _ ,
T ﬂlug?ﬁ/ Cza aﬁ{n/ ~+z bt A 777
Uears %7 shandd b At
o1 any possi ble hea N ris¥s

Please email this petition to les@lbdeoffee.com, or Jax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassocia tion.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently | became aware of’ legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, | have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed 10. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms. businesses. Jjobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

| understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii C igar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco Ieaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,
and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted, .
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Please email this petition to les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher. and recently | became aware of legislation that could either support. or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company, and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while | place the health, and safety of our students first, [ have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is cither marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
cvery effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and hand-wrapped. with no filter or characterizing flavors,

and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would Kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
ncgatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Submitted.
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Add personal comments here. or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition 1o les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-9731

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Our Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher, and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while | place the health, and safety of our students first, | have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to. or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesses, jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

[ understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii Cigar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand ot all natural tobacco leaf. hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,

and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I would Kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could cither support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectlully Submitted, ) 7 ; )
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition o les@lbdcoffee.com, or fax to: 808-822-973]
For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



Teacher’s Petition
(And Response to Alleged Cigar Use in Qur Schools)

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am a teacher. and recently I became aware of legislation that could either support, or threaten the liveli-
hood of the Kauai Cigar Company. and other businesses that sell premium cigars in Hawaii.

I would like to say that while I place the health, and safety of our students first, | have not witnessed pre-
mium cigars being a product that is either marketed to, or consumed by youth in our schools. Furthermore,
every effort should be made to protect our farms, businesscs. Jobs, and personal freedoms as adults.

I understand that a premium cigar as defined by the Hawaii C igar Association is a cigar made entirely by
hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or characterizing flavors,

and weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

I'would Kindly ask that you consider my testimony when considering legislation that could either support or
negatively impact the premium cigar industry in Hawaii.

Respectfully Subpri

Signature:_

Printed Name:___ Ly p v cLl FTON -
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Add personal comments here, or attach additional testimony:

Please email this petition 1o les@lbdcoffee.com, orfax to: 808-822-973]1
For More Information on the Hawaii C igar Association please visit
hawaiiciga rassociation.org



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 5:23 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: mz9995@hotmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/16/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Michael Zehner || Hawaii Smokers Alliance || Support || No |

Comments: The Hawaii Smokers Alliance supports any reduction in tobacco taxes.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



February 16, 2016

TO: Chair Angus McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on
Consumer Protection & Commerce

FROM: Cigar Association of America, Inc.
(William Goo)

RE: SB 1634 - Relating to Taxation
Hearing Date: February 17, 2016
Time: 2:00 pm

My name is William Goo. | represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA supports HB 1634 which creates a tax cap on the sale of large cigars. This bill would
tax large cigars at the lesser of 50¢ for each large cigar or 50% of the wholesale price of
a large cigar which is the current rate. The effect of a cap would not necessarily be an
increase in the number of cigar consumers or the consumption rate but should result in an
increase in local purchases and hence, more tax revenue for the State.

Thank you for considering this testimony.



16 February 2016

The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey
Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Room 320

Honolulu, H1 96813

Dear Representative McKelvey:

On behalf of Cigar Rights of America, which represents consumers, retailers, and
manufacturers of premium cigars — including the Kauai Cigar Company — we write to
you today in order to extend our full support and endorsement for HB 1634, which would
create a tax cap for premium and large cigars.

In these sensitive economic times, tax caps serve as a ceiling that protect premium cigar
manufacturers, retailers, and consumers from being subjected to onerous and regressive
levels of taxation of a product that is sold at higher prices than other tobacco products.

Tax cap measures, such as HB 1634, allow for the creation of a fair and equitable tax
system on products enjoyed by discerning adults. These measures, also make a statement
to the small business friendly environment within your state. We applaud Representative
Souki, Representative Kawakami, and Representative Morikawa for their actions in
standing up for the entrepreneurs of Hawaii who want to sell large and premium cigars
and for protecting the consumers of Hawaii who want to enjoy their passion for great
artisan cigars without being subjected to unfair taxation.

A cornerstone mission of any state government is to protect the interests of small
businesses and to design policies that do not hinder their growth. This mission is
accomplished through legislation like HB 1634

On behalf of our Hawaiian members, Cigar Rights of America again wishes to express
our full endorsement for HB 1634.

Sincerely,

Glynn Loope

J. Glynn Loope
Executive Director

CIGAR RIGHTS OF AMERICA | 300 New Jersey Avenue, Northwest | Washington, DC 20001
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Date: February 15, 2016
To: The Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair

The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair

Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce
From: Jessica Yamauchi, Executive Director, Hawai'i Public Health Institute

Re: Strong Opposition for HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Hrg: February 17, 2016 at 2:00pm at Conference Room 325

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION of HB 1634 which
would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of the
wholesale price for each cigar.

The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai'‘i (Coalition) is a program of the Hawai'‘i Public Health
Institute (HIPHI) that is dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and
advocacy. With nearly two decades of history in Hawai'i, the Coalition has led several campaigns
on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in the nation to prohibit the
sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age.

Cigar smoking harms health. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon
General, cigar smoking causes oral cavity cancers (cancers of the lip, tongue, mouth and throat)
and cancers of the larynx, esophagus and lung, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar
products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Changing the tax rate promotes regulatory and tax loopholes. The Coalition has been fighting
this legislation for the last 3 years. Large cigars are already taxed 20% less than other tobacco
products’. Tobacco companies are notorious for taking advantage of loopholes to qualify for
lower rate by modifying their cigars, even increasing cigar weight by adding material used in kitty
litter. Lowering the tax on large cigars compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these

tobaccofreehawaii.org ¢ hiphi.org ® 850 Richards Street, suite 201 ® Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
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products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and encourages those smoking cigarettes to
switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Large cigar sales have INCREASED while State health costs continue to RISE. Between Fiscal
Year 2014 and 2015, cigar sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Tobacco use remains the leading
cause of preventable death and disease in Hawai‘i, claiming 1,400 lives each year and costing the
State $526 million in healthcare costs directly attributed to smoking". Cigars today are no longer
just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists of products that vary widely in
sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including kids.
Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

The public supports taxing large cigars. An independent poll conducted by Ward Research Inc.
for the Coalition in November 2015 finds that 79% or nearly 8 out of 10 registered Hawai'i
voters support taxing other tobacco products such as smokeless tobacco and cigars at the same
rate as cigarettes as part of efforts to reduce tobacco use".

Cigars appeal to kids. High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of
all adults. Young people model adult behaviors and more kids are learning to smoke cigars.
According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior SurveyY, young adults (ages 18-24) have the
highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month. In addition, cigars are less regulated than cigarettes and are able to use
kid-friendly flavors that attract youth to their product.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message.
Hawai'i is already considered a vanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and
tobacco control laws protecting our residents and children. Hawai'‘i has been leading the way in
tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State.

Hawaii’s progress against tobacco must continue.

The Coalition strongly opposes HB 1634 and respectfully ask the members to hold this bill in
committee.

tobaccofreehawaii.org ¢ hiphi.org ® 850 Richards Street, suite 201 ® Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
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Mahalo,

Ve

Jessica Yamauchi
Executive Director

i Tobacco Tax (Chapter 245-3) - $0.16 per cigarette and little cigars, 50% of wholesale price for large cigars, and 70%
of wholesale price for all other tobacco products. http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol04 Ch0201-
0257/HRS0245/HRS_0245-0003.htm

i Bloomberg News. “Tobacco Firms Save $1Billion With Kitty Litter in Cigars,” 28 Feb 2013.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2013-03-01/tobacco-firms-save-1-billion-with-kitty-litter-in-cigars

i State of Hawai'i, Department of Taxation. “Tobacco Tax Collections and Licenses - Year Ending June 30, 2015.”
http://files.hawaii.gov/tax/stats/monthly/2015fyr7.pdf

v Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. “The Toll of Tobacco in Hawai‘i,” 25 Sept 2015.
http://www.tobaccofreekids.org/facts_issues/toll_us/hawaii

v This study by War Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=806 Hawaii registered voters,
conducted between October 17 and November 8, 2015.

vi Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. “Not Your Grandfather’s Cigar,” 13 Mar 2013.
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/content/what we do/industry watch/cigar report/2013CigarReport Full.pdf

tobaccofreehawaii.org  hiphi.org ¢ 850 Richards Street, suite 201 ® Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813



Executive Officers:
Derek Kurisu, KTA Superstores - Chairperson
\ John Erickson, Young’s Market Company - Vice Chair
Y Bob Stout, Times Supermarkets — Secretary/Treasurer
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director

HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

1050 Bishop St. PMB 235
Honolulu, HI 96813
Fax : 808-791-0702

Telephone : 808-533-1292

TO: COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Representative Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
Representative Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair

FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director

DATE: Wednesday, February 17, 2015
TIME: 2:00 p.m.

PLACE: Conference Room 325

RE: HB1634

Position: Support

The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage related
products in the State of Hawaii.

We support this measure. A taxation rate for large cigars of the lesser of: fifty cents for each
large cigar or fifty per cent of the wholesale price is a fair and reasonable rate for these

products.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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From: Lynda Hirakami <diabeatit@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:42 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Lynda Hirakami

15-2866 Pahoa Village Rd
P.O. Box 1455

Pahoa, HI 96778



woodson2-Shingai

From: Lawrence Denis <lbd3emails@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:44 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Lawrence Denis

PO Box 385847
Waikoloa, HI 96738
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From: Shay Chan Hodges <shay.chanhodges@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:50 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Shay Chan Hodges

37 Puu Koa Place
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Michelle Gray <mmg2b@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:59 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Michelle Gray

430 Lanipuao Street
Honolulu, HI 96825
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From: Michael Kellar <Worldmk007@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:06 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai'‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Michael Kellar

435 Haleloa Place, Apt. E
Honolulu, HI 96821
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From: Joseph Humphry <jhumphry@hawaii.rr.com=>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:10 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Joseph Humphry

3579 Nipo Street
Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: Stephanie Austin <stephandjim@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:13 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Stephanie Austin

495 Awalau Rd.
Haiku, HI 96708
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From: Barbara Nosaka <barbrick@hawaiiantel.net>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 3:29 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Barbara Nosaka

2216 Hoonanea Street
Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: Kristie Roach-Holmes <krstroach@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4.07 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Kristie Roach-Holmes

75-6115 Ka'ane'e PI
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
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From: Michele Nihipali <nihipalim001@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4:12 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large ci gars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Michele Nihipali

54-074 Kamehameha Hwy. # A
54-074 A Kam Hwy

Hauula, HI 96717



woodson2-Shingai

From: Ronald Chow <rowser50@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4:27 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar

sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market ¢ onsists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Ronald Chow

548 ULUOA ST
KAILUA, HI 96734



woodson2-Shingai

From: Christopher La Chica <cricketlachica@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 4:29 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the | esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Christopher La Chica
94-1410 Lanikuhana Ave, 436, Mililani, HI Mililani, HI 96789



woodson2-Shingai

From: Forrest Batz <fbatz@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 5:09 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Forrest Batz

HC3 Box 4730
Keaau, HI 96749



woodson2-Shingai

From: Jeyci Kaili <jeyci.kaili@imua.ksbe.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 6:03 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the | esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Jeyci Kaili

456 Makani Circle
Hilo, HI 96720



woodson2-Shingai

From: Jayson O'Donnell <jaysonod @hawaii.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:09 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Jayson O'Donnell

3311 Campbell Ave
Honolulu, HI 96815



woodson2-Shingai

From: Mark Levin <levin@hawaii.edu>

Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:19 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Mark Levin

2108 Hunnewell St.
Honolulu, HI 96822



woodson2-Shingai

From: Cynthia P Chow <cyn.artemis@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:27 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Cynthia P Chow
46-369 Haiku Road
D-6
Kaneohe, HI 96744



woodson2-Shingai

From: Lorrie Ann Santos <anelalani@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 7:48 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large ciga rs to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Lorrie Ann Santos

45-415 Lolii Street
Kaneohe, HI 96744



woodson2-Shingai

From: Maria Moreno - Chow <morenochow@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 8:06 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Maria Moreno - Chow

548 Uluoa st.
Kailua, HI 96734



woodson2-Shingai

From: Donna Chalmers <markheritage19@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 8:28 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Donna Chalmers

HCR 3 box 11074
Keaau, HI 96749



woodson2-Shingai

From: Nicole Xavier <nhxavier.16 @gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 10:45 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoke d by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Nicole Xavier
Kapolei High School

Nicole Xavier



92-320 Kiowao PI.
Kapolei, HI 96707



woodson2-Shingai

From: Alvin Wong <anwprods@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 12:16 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Alvin Wong

1163 Hooli Circle

1163 Hooli Circle

Pearl City, HI 96782/1904



woodson2-Shingai

From: Patricia Fleck <pat.fleckconsulting@hawaiiantel.net>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 5:46 AM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cig ars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo, Patricia Fleck
Patricia Fleck

77-215 Ho'owaiwai Court
Kailua Kona, HI 96740



woodson2-Shingai

From: Marilyn Gagen <mgagen@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:34 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar

sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar mar ket consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Marilyn Gagen
59-398 Ka Nani Drive
N/A

Kamuela, HI 96743



woodson2-Shingai

From: Hau'oli Tomoso <john.a.h.tomoso@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 9:01 AM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the | esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

John A. H. Tomoso, MSW, ACSW, LSW
51 Ku'ula Street

Kahului, HI 96732-2906

Hau'oli Tomoso



51 Ku'ula Street
Kahului, HI 96732



woodson2-Shingai

From: Francis Wong <fbad4@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 9:48 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Francis Wong

3522 Ala Aloalo PI.
Honolulu, HI 96818



woodson2-Shingai

From: Ronald Kuriki <kurikir001@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 11:53 AM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Ronald Kuriki

1655-C Palolo Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96816



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:08 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: keane.tanaka@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM*
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Keane Tanaka | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



woodson2-Shingai

From: Jo Ann lkehara <jikehara@lava.net>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:29 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Date: February 16, 2016
To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce
Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo, Jo Ann lkehara, BS, RRT

Jo Ann lkehara

2515 North School St
2515 North School Street
Honolulu, HI 96819



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:30 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: myers_florida@rocketmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Johnathon Myers || Individual | Support | No |

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: | understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). | am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawai‘i and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ‘i does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawai‘i inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent, Johnathon Myers Cigar Rights Of America Ambassador, Hawai‘i

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



woodson2-Shingai

From: Kevin Cassel <kevin@cc.hawaii.edu>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:40 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Kevin Cassel

1054 Green St
Honolulu, HI 96822



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:52 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: DHCigarman@aol.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Dennis A.Huddy || Individual | Support | No |

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: | understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). | am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawai‘i and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ‘i does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawai‘i inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent,

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



woodson2-Shingai

From: Debbie Apolo <debz96789@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 2:19 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Debbie Apolo, CTTS

Debbie Apolo
95-045 Wiakalani Drive



#G104
Mililani, HI 96789



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 4:02 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: sushisupremehawaii@yahoo.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Grant Kawasaki | Individual | Support | No |

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: | understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). | am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawai‘i and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ‘i does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawai‘i inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent, Grant Kawasaki

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson:

I understand you will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair,
respectively, of the Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). | am reaching
out to you today to STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on
large or premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether we
spend our money locally within the state of Hawai‘i and generate taxable revenue for local and small
businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and online
purchases and the state of Hawai‘i does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state of
Hawai‘i inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all benefit.
Itis important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you understand.
When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding taxation, not a bill
regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written ONLY as an excise
tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!

Your supporter and constituent,

Noel K. Araki

94-246 Kiaha Loop
Mililani, HI 96789
(808) 623-0685
(808) 258-8379



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 7:24 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: thasugarbear@hotmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM*
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| leroy woods jr | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



To: CPC committee

From: Jon Fia

February 15, 2016

Re: HB 1634

Position: In STRONG SUPPORT

As a resident of Hawaii, | understand the difficult financial situation that exists. It is important we all do our part to
help the budget, however, | am writing to testify today that the premium cigar industry pays more than its fair share
of taxes.

The current cigar tax rate of 50% is disproportionate to any other business in Hawaii that | am aware of:

-The high tax rate has only driven the majority of cigar enthusiasts to mail order to buy their premium cigars instead
of buying locally.

-Passing HB 1634 with a .50 cent per cigar cap, would recapture sales lost to mail order and the internet thus
supporting small local businesses as well as increasing tax revenue for the state of Hawaii.

-According to industry experts, the Premium Cigar Internet Business currently represents between 55-60% of all
premium cigars sold in the U.S. This number is an average for all states. For high cigar tax states such as Hawaii,
cigar internet purchases are much much higher. Im very tuned into the local premium cigar scene and it would be
easy for me to say that virtually every cigar enthusiast | know makes the majority of their cigar purchases via the
internet. In the cigar business, Hawaii is referred to as a “sampling state.” That means consumers will buy one cigar
for a local retailer to see if they like it and if they do they will search online to purchase boxes. What would you
rather have? A couple dollars tax revenue off of one cigar or $12.50 tax revenue from the sale of a box with the .50
cent tax cap? This is a situation where less is more.

-NO CIGAR taxes nor the state GE excise taxes are charged by online sellers so this makes it very difficult for
consumers to ignore savings of anywhere from $50-$100 on each box of cigars. | frequently witness consumer walk
into a local retailer, inquire about cost on a specific box of cigars, and scoff at the quoted price by the retailer, and
then rub it in by telling the retailer that they can buy it online and save 50.00 or more. The retailer explains that we
have a 50% state tax but to no avail. To the consumer money is money and they walk out without purchasing
anything. This situation happens time and time again to our local retailers. The retailer loses a sale, the state loses
tobacco tax revenue and GE tax revenue.

-The .50 cent tax cap is a fair number that would make us competitive. For example, Rhode Island has a higher tax
but caps each cigar at $.50 cents. This cap has served to increase tax revenues in Rhode Island as cigars are more
competitively priced with online sellers. Conversely increases in New York made to their cigar tax had almost
decimated the industry. They finally woke up and also implemented a cigar tax cap recently. Other states that have
very high taxes like Washington State and Oregon have also implemented caps that have rejuvenated the industry
and increased state tax revenues. Having a cap would be a win-win situation for the retailers, the consumers, and for
the state in increased tax revenue. Many other states have also recognized this and also have implemented tax caps
to the tune of 12 states now.

-1 would also like to ask that you take those statistics from the anti-tobacco organizations with a grain of salt. They
will tell you by raising the tax, the state will increase revenue. They obviously never took Economics 101 and
learned the basic principles of price elasticity. When price goes up, sales go down. This is especially true when there
are alternative places to buy the same product i.e. the internet. They will also label cigars in the same light as
cigarettes which they are not. Somehow they mix in health issues concerning a bill that is supposed to be related to
taxation and stir up emotions. They will threaten that the tax cap will create new smokers in the young crowd. The
reality is some teenager isn’t going to spend 10-15 dollars on a single cigar. With the cap lowering the price of a



premium cigar by two-three dollars with a cap, it wont make young people rush out to become premium cigar
smokers.

-Premium cigars need not be bought in shops. It is extremely convenient to purchase online and consumers know
this. A lack of a cigar tax cap will continue to chase business out of Hawaii thereby reducing potential revenues. |
am confident that this information | have provided is accurate and that the progressive measures taken by other
states be considered or our state will continue to lose potential tax revenues to other states.

Thank you for taking my testimony into consideration.

Kindest Regards,

Jon Fia
Cigar Enthusiast



woodson2-Shingai

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:27 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: rbrooks@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/15/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Ronald Brooks | Individual | Support | No |

Comments: Representative Angus McKelvey and Representative Justin Woodson: | understand you
will be the Consumer Protection & Commerce (CPC) Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the
Conference that will be deliberating over House Bill 1634 (HB1634). | am reaching out to you today to
STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634 written only as an excise tax cap on large or
premium cigars. Creating a tax cap on large or premium cigars is not going to create new cigar
smokers; all the cigar smokers already exist and we are here to stay. The tax cap will control whether
we spend our money locally within the state of Hawai‘i and generate taxable revenue for local and
small businesses; or with no tax cap we send our money out-of-state via mail order purchases and
online purchases and the state of Hawai ‘i does not receive a cent. All residents and locals of the state
of Hawai‘i inherently want to support local businesses and keep the money within the state--we all
benefit. It is important to all of us consumers and purveyors of large or premium cigars that you
understand. When reviewing all of the testimony, please keep in mind that this is a bill regarding
taxation, not a bill regarding health. In summary, STRONGLY SUPPORT and vote AYE on HB1634
written ONLY as an excise tax cap on large or premium cigars. Thank you for your time and support!
Your supporter and constituent, Ronald Brooks

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



woodson2-Shingai

From: Rudolf Kuszmider <rukich@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:51 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Rudolf Kuszmider

438 Hobron Lane ,Suite 307
Honolulu, HI 96815



woodson2-Shingai

From: Kim Swartz <kswartz@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:18 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Kim Swartz

98-1394 Hinu PIB
Pearl City, HI 96782



woodson2-Shingai

From: May Rose Dela Cruz <mdelacruz@papaolalokahi.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:35 AM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

I strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the t ax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

May Rose Dela Cruz
894 Queen Street
894 Queen Street
Honolulu, HI 96813



woodson2-Shingai

From: Carolyn Lee <carolynjayne@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:43 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Carolyn Lee

2201 Helo Place
Honolulu, HI 96816



woodson2-Shingai

From: Koa Robinson <krobinson@cc.hawaii.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 1:01 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today ar e no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Koa Robinson

701 llalo Street
Honolulu, HI 96813



woodson2-Shingai

From: Tyler Ralston <dgkahalas@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:58 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Tyler Ralston

PO Box 10528
Honolulu, HI 96816



woodson2-Shingai

From: Nicole Kerr <nicole.kerr@ah.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:49 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Nicole Kerr

520 N. Kalaheo
Kailua, HI 96734



woodson2-Shingai

From: Kanani Kilbey <KilbeyKN@ah.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:30 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,

Kanani Kilbey

642 Ulukahiki Street
Suite 105

Kailua, HI 96734



woodson2-Shingai

From: Napualani Spock <nspock@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 10:51 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Napualani Spock

P.O. Box 880868
Pukalani, HI 96788



woodson2-Shingai

From: Patti Ornellas <patti.ornellas@cancer.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 9:41 AM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Patti Ornellas

3343 Kanakolu Street
Lihue, HI 96766



woodson2-Shingai

From: Maile Goo <goomaile@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 9:44 AM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Maile Goo

3683 Woodlawn Terrace Place
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822



Maile Goo
3683 Woodlawn Terrace Place
Honolulu, HI 96822



woodson2-Shingai

From: Nora Usita, RN <nusita.metrocare@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:39 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai‘i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Nora Usita, RN

170 Aikane circle
Hilo, HI 96720
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From: Bryan Mih <bmih@hawaii.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:01 PM
To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the | esser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'i is already considered
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Bryan Mih, MD MPH FAAP
Pediatrician

Bryan Mih
1944 Naniu PI



Honolulu, HI 96822
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:18 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Cc: BronsonKSilva@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1634 on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM
HB1634

Submitted on: 2/16/2016
Testimony for CPC on Feb 17, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Bronson K. Silva | Individual | Support | No |

Comments: Aloha Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce: My name is Bronson K. Silva.
| am a voter and resident of Hawai'‘i. | truly appreciate the opportunity to address you today as a
fellow constituent. | am in strong support of House Bill 1634. The State of Hawaii, as a whole, is
moving towards supporting local businesses in the hope of fostering a stronger independent local
economy. Nevertheless, not all Hawai‘i businesses benefit from this trend. Hawaii‘s businesses and
premium cigar manufacturer currently face very steep taxes on large cigar products. In addition to
taxes provided by law, Section 245- 3 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes imposes an excise tax of 50% of
the wholesale price for each large cigar. Tourists and Hawai'i residents recognize the steep prices of
premium cigars in Hawali'i. Tourists purchase lower priced imported cigars over locally-produced
premium cigars. Hawai'i residents often purchase cigars from competitively priced online vendors
instead of local retailers. Respectively, both instances create a loss of revenue within the State of
Hawaii. The effect of a tax cap, as proposed in HB 1634, will not create or increase the number of
cigar consumers. Existing laws already restrict the access and use of tobacco products by individuals
under the age of 21. The effect of a tax cap, as proposed in HB 1634, will simply increase tax

revenue within the State of Hawaii and support the local economy. | support the purpose of HB 1634
in addressing the clear disadvantage that Hawaii’s businesses currently face by changing the tax rate
on the sales of premium cigars under HRS § 245- 3. Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify
in support of House Bill 1634. Mahalo, Bronson K. Silva BronsonKSilva@gmail.com / (202)709-9611

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Michelle Kwock <nina2beach@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 9:39 PM

To: CPCtestimony

Subject: Oppose HB 1634, Relating to Taxation

Date: February 16, 2016

To: The Honorable Angus L.k. McKelvey, Chair
The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1634, Relating to Taxation
Hrg:  February 17,2016 at 2:00 pm in Capitol Room 325

| strongly oppose HB 1634, which would lower the tax on large cigars to the lesser of a) 50 cents each or b) 50 percent of
the wholesale price for each cigar.

Cigars are tobacco products. According to the National Cancer Institute and the U.S. Surgeon General, cigar smoking
causes cancer, heart disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Cigar smoke contains the same toxins
as cigarette smoke, and many new cigar products are more easily smoked and inhaled just like cigarettes.

Large cigar sales have increased, while sales of small cigars has decreased. Between Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, cigar
sales in Hawai‘i increased by 7%. Cigars today are no longer just smoked by older men. Instead, the cigar market consists
of products that vary widely in sizes, shapes, flavors and prices, making them appealing to a broader audience, including
kids. Lowering the tax will make it even more appealing for teens to start smoking.

High school students and young adults smoke cigars at twice the rates of all adults. Young people model adult behaviors
and more kids are learning to smoke cigars. According to the national 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, young adults
(ages 18-24) have the highest cigar smoking rate at 15.9 percent compared to 6.6 percent of all adults that smoked
cigars in the past month.

Lowering or capping taxes on any tobacco product sends the wrong public health message. Hawai'‘i is already conside red
avanguard state in the nation, with our current smoke-free and tobacco control laws protecting our residents and
children. Large cigars are already taxed at lower rates than other tobacco products. Lowering the tax on large cigars
compared to cigarettes and small cigars will make these products more affordable to price-sensitive youth and
encourages those smoking cigarettes to switch to cigars, rather than quit.

Hawai‘i has been leading the way in tobacco control, and this bill is a step backwards for our State. | strongly oppose HB
1634 and ask you to hold this bill in committee.

Mahalo,
Michelle Kwock

814 Kinau #303
Honolulu, HI 96813



TO: Chair Angus McKelvey and Members of the Senate Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce

FROM: Mokule’ia Cigar Company

RE: HB 1634, Large Cigars; Tax
Hearing Date: February 17, 2016
Time: 2:00 PM

My name is Kalani Matsuura and | am the owner of Mokule’ia Cigar Company. | recently started
retailing large premium cigars in June of 2014.

| support SB 2135 which creates a tax cap on the sale of large premium cigars. | am a
tobacconist and a consumer of large premium cigars. Until becoming a cigar retailer | purchased
majority of my large premium cigars online. Purchasing online gains no revenue for the state.
The cap would benefit local cigar retailers, consumers and generate revenue for the State. The
cap will allow local retailers to price premium cigars at competitive rates and consumers will be
able to purchase premium cigars at fair market pricing. The State would see in increase in local
sales thus, gaining tax revenue for the State. Protection of our current brick and mortar cigar
stores and cigar retailers is paramount. The tax cap will provide the local cigar industry
potential for growth and stability.

Mahalo for considering this testimony.
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House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce
Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair
Representative Justin Woodson, Vice Chair

HB 1634 — RELATING TO TAXATION
Cory Chun, Government Relations Director — Hawaii Pacific
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of HB 1634, which
changes the excise tax rate on large cigars by setting the maximum tax at $.50 per large
cigar.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nation's leading
cancer advocacy organization. ACS CAN works with federal, state, and local government
bodies to support evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate
cancer as a major health problem.

Cigar use has substantial health risks.

Many people view cigar smoking as more sophisticated and less dangerous than
cigarette smoking. Yet one large cigar can contain as much tobacco as an entire pack of
cigarettes. Cigars are tobacco, and they are dangerous to your health.

Cigars contain nicotine, the substance in tobacco that addicts people. Cigar smokers
who inhale absorb nicotine through the lungs as quickly as cigarette smokers. For those
who don’tinhale, the nicotine absorbs more slowly through the lining of the mouth.
Cigar smoke dissolves more easily in saliva than cigarette smoke. This means cigar
smokers can get the desired dose of nicotine without inhaling the smoke into their
lungs. People who use oral or spit tobacco products absorb nicotine the same way.
Nicotine in any form is highly addictive.

Cigars are not a safer alternative to cigarettes.

Cigars contain the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes and other tobacco
products. Cigar smoking increases the risk of cancers of the lung, mouth, larynx,
esophagus, and likely pancreas and bladder (if inhaled). Cigar smokers are four to ten
times more likely to die from laryngeal, oral, or esophageal cancers than nonsmokers.




Even cigar smokers who don’t inhale are still breathing in large amounts of smoke that
come from the lit end of the cigar and face an increased risk of lung cancer.

Even though people smoke cigars for different reasons, the fact is, like cigarettes, cigars
deliver nicotine. Most full size cigars have as much nicotine as several cigarettes.
Cigarettes contain an average of about 8 milligrams (mg) of nicotine. Many popular
brands of larger cigars contain between 100 and 200 mg, or even as many as 444 mg of
nicotine.

Like all other tobacco products, cigars should be subject to taxation to reduce the
deadly and costly burden of tobacco use.

What this measure attempts to do is treat large cigars differently than other tobacco
products by capping the tax to $.50. Large cigars may contain more than a half an ounce
of tobacco. This is as much tobacco as a whole pack of cigarettes. This measure
essentially makes the purchase of tobacco cheaper for a cigar than a cigarette. We
shouldn’t be favoring one tobacco product over another and creating an unjustified
economic advantage for a known cause of cancer. For these reasons, ACS CAN isin
opposition to this measure and urges the committee to consider the negative health
effects that come from making a tobacco product more affordable for people, especially
our youth and young adults.

All tobacco products present the health same dangers and should be treated the same
for taxation purposes. We feel creating significant advantages for large cigars for
economic purposes should never have a higher priority than public health. Thank you
for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.
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