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HB 141 - RELATING TO QUALIFIED COMMUNITY REHABILITATION PROGRAMS

Honorable Sen. Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Chair
Honorable Sen. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair
Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of HB 141.

The purpose of this measure is to clarify that the $850,000 maximum limit
for the civil service exemption for contracts for building, custodial, and grounds
maintenance services with qualified community rehabilitation programs applies to
the maximum amount “per contract”.

I have reviewed the correspondence dated February 19, 2014, from the
Department of the Attorney General, State of Hawaii, that opines that the $850,000
limit prescribed in section 76-77 (16), Hawaii Revised Statutes, is a per contract, not
aggregate, limit. The AG found nothing in the legislative history that contradicts
their conclusion, and states that a plain reading of the statute supports their
conclusion. Accordingly, it appears that it has always been intended that the
amount of $850,000 be interpreted as “per contract” and not an aggregate amount.

This measure is important for Maui County organizations such as Ka Lima O
Maui, which assists persons with disabilities through employment related
programs. Ka Lima O Maui employs 55 persons with disabilities - many of whom
are too often overlooked or not considered for employment. Such employment
provides those with disabilities self-respect, independence, and the opportunity to
become contributing members of our community.

For these reasons, I support HB 141.
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March 16, 2015

Chair Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran
Vice-Chair Maile S.L. Shimabukuro
Committee on Judiciary and Labor
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 016
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Committee on Labor and Judiciary on HB 141, March 17, 2015, 9:00 a.m.

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran and Vice-Chair Shimabukuro:

'm submitting this testimony on behalf of Ka Lima O Maui, a wonderful non-profit
organization on Maui whose mission is “Enhancing Lives through Self-Reliance” for
persons with disabilities through employment related programs, and I'm writing in support
of HB 141 that clarifies the language in exemption # 16 of HRS 76-77 to make it clear
that contracts at a cost of no more than $850,000 per contract for personal services,
building, custodial, and grounds maintenance services with qualified community
rehabilitation programs are exempt from the civil service laws.

Some have claimed that the cap in exemption #16 is an aggregate cap for all contracts
instead of per contract. However, in 2008 when the cap of $850,000 was put into law,
Ka Lima O Maui already had $1 million in contracts with the County of Maui and,
therefore, it could not have been the intent of the legislature. Otherwise, Ka Lima © Maui
would have been out of compliance from the inception of the law. Rather, all parties
involved always intended for the amount of $850,000 to be interpreted as per contract.
It's also important to note that the State Attorney General issued an opinion last year that
the exemption should be read as “per contract”.

Ka Lima O Maui's grounds and custodial service contracts with the County of Maui
currently total approximately $1.2 million and employ over 55 persons with disabilities.
The contracts allow us to deliver services such as assessments, evaiuation and training
and ultimately employment for a population that is often times overlooked. Employment
opportunities provide dignity, self-respect, independence and the chance to become
contributing members of our community.

Please help us by supporting HB 141 so we can continue to put paychecks in deserving
hands. Thank you for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

eu..\.ovl

DAVID M. JORGENBEN



“Cnbiancing Lives Fecougl Self-Seeliance”

March 13, 2015

Chair Keith-Agaran

Judiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221

Honoluly, HI 96813

Fax: ($08) S¥6- 734%

Re: Committee on Judiciary and Labor Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am.

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

| am writing in support of HB 141 that clarifies the language in exemption # 16 of HRS 76-
77. The bill amends the exemption from the civil service laws for contracts for personal
services, building, custodial, and grounds maintenance services, with qualified community
rehabilitation programs at a cost of no more than $850,000 by specifying that the
$850,000 maximum applies per contract.

This effort is to provide additional clarity to the amount of $850,000 that has been incorrectly
interpreted in the past as an aggregate amount instead of an amount per contract. Itis
important to note that in 2008 when the cap amount of $850,000 was put into law, Ka
Lima O Maui already had $1 million in contracts with the County of Maui. All parties
involved always intended for the amount of $850,000 to be interpreted as per contract and
not as a total amount. Otherwise, Ka Lima would have been out of compliance from the
inception of the law.

In addition, the State of Hawaii Attorney General pravided a favorable opinion on the
interpretation of the language agreeing that it should be read as “per contract”. | have

attached a copy of his opinion. He also recommended passage of a bill to further clarify the
iISSUe.

The future of these cantracts is crucial to the mission of our organization; “Enhancing Lives
through Self-Reliance” for persons with disabilities through employment related programs.
Our grounds and custodial service contracts, that currently total $1.4 million, employ 55
persons with disabilities. The contracts allow us to deliver services such as assessments,
evaluation and training and ultimately employment for a population that is often times
overlooked. Employment oppertunities provide dignity, self-respect, independence and the
chance to become contributing members of our community.

J. Walter Camecron Center, 35 Mahalani Strece, Suire 19B - Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Tel: (808) 244-5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2077
info®kalimaomaui.org



Please help us by passing HB 141 in its current version so we can continue to put
paychecks in deserving hands. Thank you for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

@@r{ﬁé wl

Chantal Ratte
Executive Director, Ka Lima O Maui

J. Walter Cameron Center, 25 Mahalani Streer, Suite 19B - Wailuky, Hawaii 96783
Tel: (BOB) 244-5502 1/ 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244.2077
info@kalimaomavi.org



“Cnhoancing Lives Hough SeffcHeliance”

March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Fax# (80§) E8b- 7348

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am. :

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 1o help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

B2 X upbyrecamprs
Grandm Dot arnbra -

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Street, Swite 198 - Watlueku, Hawaii 26793
Tel: (808) 244-5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2077
info®kalimaomaui.org



March 13, 2015

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Fax # ( §08) &86- 7348

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am. _

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HE141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. ! work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

nad DominéD -

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Strect, Swite 19B - Wailuku, Hawail 96723
Tel: {808) 244-55Q2 /7 244-5503 - Fax: (B08) 244-2077
info@kalimaomaui.org



“Crhrancing Lives Fiough SelfFieliarnce”

March 13, 2015

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee
Mawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 86813

Fax#.(§08) 65 - T2U¥

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am. :

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earmn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

_Cuplal s

Cryistal Nunes.

J. Walter Cameron Center, 93 Mahalani Strect, Suite 198 - Wailuku, Hawait 96793
Tal: (BOB) 244-3502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (BOR) 244-2077
info®kalimaomaui.org



March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Commiltee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honoluly, HI 96813

Fax #(808.) 586 - 1348

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am.

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 fo help me keep my job at Ka Lima © Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence, | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

Fotoe T R
Hokudirny T Badle

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Streer, Suite 19B - Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Tel: (808) 244-5502 1 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2077
info@kalimaomaui.org



“Crntiancing Liver Fevugh Self-HKeliance”

March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Fax# (508 55 134§

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am.

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job, These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

MIn Sutuhara -

J. Walter Cameron Center, 25 Mahalant Street, Suite 19B - Wailuko, Hawaii 96793
Tel: (808) 244.5502 / 244.5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2077
info@kalimaomaui.org



March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Jdudiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Fax #{(§0%) &8l - 134§

Re: Judiciary and Labor Commitiee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
2:00am. :

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very impartant to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

fa hq (e M@@/m
Kandle. MedtirsS

J. Walter Cameron Center, 85 Mahalani Srrect, Suitg 192B - Wailuku, Hawaii #6793
Tel: (808) 244.5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (80B) 244-2077
info@kalimzomaui.org



March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Fax#: (§08) 6567245

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am. :

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

e L1 Sow
Keonr' Wilson.

1. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Strect, Suite 19B - Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Tel: {808) 244-5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2077
info@kalimaomaui.org



“Crtrancing Lives Forougl Self-Seliccrice”

March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Fax#: ( §08) 5 8 - 1345

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am. . :

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

Komes Vigdacion

Komed VIsitacror .

]. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Screer, Saite 29B « Wailuky, Hawali 96783
Tel: (808) 244-5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244.2077
info@kalimaomaui,org



March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Fax#: (§08) 56 - 7348

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am. ‘

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

Man,  abnd
Jarm  Cabalp

J. Walcer Cameron Centet, 95 Mahalsni Strect, Suite 19B - Wailuku, Hawaii 96723
Tel: (808B) 244-5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (BQU8) 244-207%7
info@kalimaomaui.org



March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Commitiee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honoluly, HI 96813

Fax #:(§08) 680~ 724%

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am. .

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training te hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now eam my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

Do Koot
Jharsn Kimoid

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Street, Svite 19B - Wailuku, Hawaii 56793
Tel: (B0O8) 244-5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (BOB) 244-2077
infoBkalimaomauti.org



March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judiciary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Roam 221
Honoluly, HI 96813

Fax#(508) 556-12 ¢+&

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
8:00am.

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:;

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, 1 now eam my own money and that gives me
independerice and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,

o

thaun Labunts

1. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Street, Suive 19B - Wailuku, Hawzii 96793
Tel: (B08) 244.5502 / 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2027
info@kalimaomaui.org



Crthancing Lives Huough Self-Reliance”

March 13, 2015
Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Judictary and Labor Committee

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 26813

Fax#: (J08) 586 734§

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9:00am,

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and
my peers. Because of this job, | now earn my own money and that gives me
independence and confidence. | work hard to keep everything clean in the parks.

By suppotting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job.

Sincerely,
(Withos A\{@émw

Witham *aabans

1. Walter Cameron Center, 25 Mzhalani Streer, Suite 19B - Wailuky, Hawaii 96793
Tel: (B0OB) 244.-5502 / 244.5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2077

info@kzlimaomaui.org
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JACK WOLFE INS. 07:39:12a.m.  03-16-2015

March 12, 2015

Chair Keith-Agaran

Judiciary and Labor Committee
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Committee on Judiciary and Labor Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at
9.00am.

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran:

| am writing in support of HB 141 that clarifies the language in exemption # 16 of HRS 76-
77. The bilt amends the exemption from the civil service laws for contracts for personal
services, building, custodial, and grounds maintenance services, with qualified community
rehabilitation programs at a cost of no more than $850,000 by specifying that the
$850,000 maximum applies per contract.

This effort is to provide additional clarity to the amount of $850,000 that has been incorrectly
interpreted in the past as an aggregate amount instead of an amount per contract All
parties involved always intended for the amount of $850,000 to be interpreted as per
contract and not as a total amount.

In addition, the State of Hawaii Attorney General provided a favorable opinion on the
interpretation of the language agreeing that it should be read as “per contract”. |
believe you have attached a copy of his opinion. He also recommended passage of a
bill to further clarify the issue.

The future of these contracts is crucial to the mission of our organization; “Enhancing Lives
through Self-Reliance” for persons with disabilities through employment related programs.
Our grounds and custodial service contracts, that currently total $1.4 million, employ 55
persons with disabilities. The contracts allow us to deliver services such as assessments,
evaluation and training and ultimately employment for a population that is often times
overlooked. Employment opportunities provide dignity, self-respect, independence and the
chance to become contributing members of our community.

Please help us by passing HB 141 in its current version so we can continue to put
paychecks in deserving hands. Thank you for your consideration and support.

172
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Sincerely,
. ‘/’M’w’_'_‘,-, ;/‘/A
Lawrence Stubblefield

Board Membgr/;‘
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