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HB 141- RELATING TO QUALIFIED COMMUNITY REHABILITATION PROGRAMS 

Honorable Sen. Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Chair 
Honorable Sen. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of HB 141. 

The purpose of this measure is to clarify that the $850,000 maximum limit 
for the civil service exemption for contracts for building, custodial, and grounds 
maintenance services with qualified community rehabilitation programs applies to 
the maximum amount "per contract". 

I have reviewed the correspondence dated February 19, 2014, from the 
Department of the Attorney General, State of Hawaii, that opines that the $850,000 
limit prescribed in section 76-77 (16), Hawaii Revised Statutes, is a per contract, not 
aggregate, limit. The AG found nothing in the legislative history that contradicts 
their conclusion, and states that a plain reading of the statute supports their 
conclusion. Accordingly, it appears that it has always been intended that the 
amount of $850,000 be interpreted as "per contract" and not an aggregate amount. 

This measure is important for Maui County organizations such as Ka Lima O 
Maui, which assists persons with disabilities through employment related 
programs. Ka Lima 0 Maui employs 5 5 persons with disabilities - many of whom 
are too often overlooked or not considered for employment. Such employment 
provides those with disabilities self-respect, independence, and the opportunity to 
become contributing members of our community. 

For these reasons, I support HB 141. 
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TAKITANI, AGARAN & JORGENSEN 

March 16, 2015 

Chair Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran 
Vice-Chair Maile S.L. Shimabukuro 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 016 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

A Law Partnership 

Re: Committee on Labor and Judiciary on HB 141. March 17. 2015. 9:00 a.m. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran and Vice-Chair Shimabukuro: 

I'm submitting this testimony on behalf of Ka Lima 0 Maui, a wonderful non-profit 
organization on Maui whose mission is "Enhancing Lives through Self-Reliance" for 
persons with disabilities through employment related programs, and I'm writing in support 
of HB 141 that clarifies the language in exemption# 16 of HRS 76-77 to make it clear 
that contracts at a cost of no more than $850,000 per contract for personal services, 
building, custodial, and grounds maintenance services with qualified community 
rehabilitation programs are exempt from the civil service laws. 

Some have claimed that the cap in exemption #16 is an aggregate cap for all contracts 
instead of per contract. However, in 2008 when the cap of $850,000 was put into law, 
Ka Lima 0 Maui already had $1 million in contracts with the County of Maui and, 
therefore, it could not have been the intent of the legislature. Otherwise, Ka Lima 0 Maui 
would have been out of compliance from the inception of the law. Rather, all parties 
involved always intended for the amount of $850,000 to be interpreted as per contract. 
It's also important to note that the State Attorney General issued an opinion last year that 
the exemption should be read as "per contract". 

Ka Lima 0 Maui's grounds and custodial service contracts with the County of Maui 
currently total approximately $1.2 million and employ over 55 persons with disabilities. 
The contracts allow us to deliver services such as assessments, evaluation and training 
and ultimately employment for a population that is often times overlooked. Employment 
opportunities provide dignity, self-respect, independence and the chance to become 
contributing members of our community. 

Please help us by supporting HB 141 so we can continue to put paychecks in deserving 
hands. Thank you for your consideration and support. 

Sincerely, 

/"\.._ ~uO~e·· ..w[ 
~~~ENSE~'-



March 13, 2015 

Chair Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu. HI 96813 
FQ.X: (jag) SF"- 731/:K 
Re: Committee on Judiciary and Labor Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

I am writing in support of HB 141 that clarifies the language in exemption# 16 of HRS 76-
77. The bill amends the exemption from the civil service laws for contracts for personal 
services, building, custodial, and grounds maintenance services, with qualified community 
rehabilitation programs at a cost of no more than $8501000 by specifying that the 
$850,000 maximum applies per contract. 

This effort is to provide additional clarity to the amount of $850,000 that has been incorrectly 
interpreted rn the past as an aggregate amount instead of an amount per contract. It is 
important to note that in 2008 when the cap amount of $850,000 was put into laws Ka 
Lima 0 Maui already had $1 million in contracts with the County of Maui. All parties 
involved always intended for the amount of $850,000 to be interpreted as per contract and 
not as a total amount. Otherwise, Ka Lima would have been out of compliance from the 
inception of the law. 

In addition, the State of Hawaii Attorney General provided a favorable opinion on the 
interpretation of the language agreeing that it should be read as "per contract". I have 
attached a copy of his opinion. He also recommended passage of a bill to further ctarify the 
issue. 

The future of these contracts is crucial to the mission of our organization; "Enhancing Lives 
through Self-Reliance" for persons with disabilities through employment related programs. 
Our grounds and custodial seivice contracts, that currently total $1.4 million, employ 55 
persons with disabilities. The contracts altow us to deliver services such as assessments, 
evaluation and training and ultimately employment for a population that is often times 
overlooked. Employment opportunities provide drgnity, self-respect, independence and the 
chance to become contributing members of our community. 

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 MBhalarli Street, Suite, 19B • Walluku, H;iwilii ?6793 

Tel: (808) 244-5502 I 244-.5503 ·Fax: (808) 244·Z077 
info@ka lim aomau i.org 



Please help us by passing HB 141 in its current version so we can continue to put 
paychecks in deserving hands. Thank you for your consideration and support. 

Sincerely, 

~(rj_ @Jt 
Chantal Ratte 
Executive Director, Ka Lima 0 Maui 

J. Walter Cameton Center, 95 Mahalani Street, Sulte l9B · Waduk1.1, Hawaii 96793 
Tel~ {808) 244-5502 I 244-550.3 - Fu: ' (SOB) 244·2077 

info@ka li ma om au i .org 



March 131 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Fax#: ( 308) Sf&>· 7o'IJ' 
Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima 0 Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean· in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons wrth disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

$ f. Jr fiJ D 6 V 1>-e GAY'vl tM 

/J1WJ11rn &t!Hnbn::t · 

J. Walter Cameron Centtr, 9.5 Mahala.t"li Street, S4ilit¢,. l\?$ - \'V::idvKu , tiawaii 516793 

Tel: (808) 244·.5502 I 244-5503 • Fa;x: (808) :Z44·l077 
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March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith~Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HJ 96813 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Uma O Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

J . W !I h c r C am i; r on Cc n t t; r , 9 S M 3 'f:ud <1 ri i S tr c; c t , S I) l t e: l 9 '8 - W 'll i t ll k u , I-1 a w a i l 9 6 7 9) 

Tel: (808) 244·.5.502 I 244.;503 • f3 1c:: (808) 244·2077 
infC>@ka limaomau I .org 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Fax#: ( B"OS) 5otc-1al+<f 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support. HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima 0 Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

J. Wr.iltcr C;;.mcron Center, 95 M<ihalani Street, Sulti::· .\ 9'6 , Wailu'ku. Hawaii 9679.3 
Tel; {808) 244-5502 / . 244-SSOJ ·Fax ; (808) 2.44·2077 

info@kal i ma o ma u i . org 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu. HJ 96813 

Fax #:(!08) G8tp · 73¥8' 

Re: Judiciary and labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith~Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima 0 Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and.training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

.JIDKW/i/J1 · J. fx:u le Y· 

J. W!llt¢r Cam-zron Center . 95 Maha1ard Strccc, Suite: 19B · Wi11h1ku, Hawaii 9679~ 
Tel: {808) 244·.5502 I 244 " 5503 · Fax: (808) 244·'-077 
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March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu1 HI 96813 

Fax#: (ft)f) 5~ .. 73¥~ 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB 141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job, These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to ke~p everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalar\I Street, Si;ite· 198 - Wailuku. Hawaii 9679.) 

Tel : (808) 244·5502 1. Z44·550J • FRx! {808} 244-20i7 
info@ka li maomR 1~ i .org 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Fax #:(!O'i") S8fo · 7.31.f 3 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima 0 Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skilts and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this jobt I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep eve1ything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

' 

ka b 1 fe fVl f(,t? I !'Gs 

:kant1!0 N.tdetl-~s 

J. We.her Cameron Center, 95 Mahalan.i Street, Suito 19B · Wailuku, Hawaii 96793 
Tch (808) 244·5502 1. 244-5503 • Fax: (808) 244-2077 

lnfo@ka li maomau l .oi:g 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Hon.olulu, HI 96813 

Fax#: (f{)8')5* .. 12>tf~ 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are vert important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

t 4Urrz;., W 1' I )otV 

kt.Oil/ b.J1 /5t)n. 

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalanl Street, Suite 19B • Wailuku, Hiiwail 96793 
Tel: (S08) 244-5502 I 244-5503 ·Fax: (808) 244-2077 

info@ka limaomaui .org 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Fax#:( 8()8)58fp-73t.fj' 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima 0 Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks" 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

~ 0 H\eAJ fl11:~ ~ Cl~ Y\­

R!J!rf!.[) J//s/f tru 'tJn . 

]. Walter Cameror'l Cc:nti;r, 95 Mahahni Screet , Suite- l9B • Wailuku, l"Iawsli 96793 
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March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Fax#: (!{)8).S~~ · 73¥8' 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday Ma~h 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support H8141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn rny own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabillties keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

]. Walcer Cameron C~nter, 95 Mah$li;ini Sti:cct, Suite- 19B ~ Wailuku, Hawidi 96793 
Tel: (SOS) 244-5502 I 244·5.503 • Fa'X: (808) 244·20?7 

info@k9 l im.aomau i .org 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Fax#: (f08) !551.o ... 7?; 1/-f 
Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am . . 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima 0 Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very Important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job! I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities .keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

J'hartJ11 hinot!J 

) . Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Str..:ct, $uitc· l9B • W:p.ilukv, Hawaii 96793 
Tel; (808) 244-5502 f 244-5503 ·Fix: (808) 244·2077 

info®ka lim<tom ttlJ i .otg 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Fax #:(KO 'j) 5 'if.,- 7 8 tf.f 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support H8141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima O Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job1 I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independer1ce and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

J/Jt1t1n l abtvit . 

J. Walter Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Street, Suice 198 • Wailuku, Hawaii 9679.3 
Tel: (BOS) 244·5502 I 244-5503 • Fax: (808) 244·2077 

\nfo@ka limao maui. org 



March 13, 2015 

Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu~ HI 96813 

Fax#: (oOf)58"(()" 73'-ff 

Re: Judiciary and Labor Committee Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:ooam. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

Please support HB141 to help me keep my job at Ka Lima 0 Maui. Ka Lima has given 
me job skills and training to hold a job. These contracts are very important to me and 
my peers. Because of this job, I now earn my own money and that gives me 
independence and confidence. I work hard to keep everything clean in the parks. 

By supporting this bill, you are helping persons with disabilities keep their job. 

Sincerely, 

w~~~~ 
W/l/1/un *aA.hM!L1· 

J . Walt c r Carn c r on Cc n t c r, 9 5 Ma ha la n i Street, Suite 19 B • Wa ii u k 1,1, Hawaii 9 6 7 9 3 
T~I : (808) 244.;502 / 244.5503 • Fax: raos) 244.2077 

info®ka! i maomau i.org 



808-262-2030 JACK WOLFE INS. 

March 12, 2015 

Chair Keith-Agaran 
Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 221 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

07:39: 12 a.m. 03-16-2015 

Re: Committee on Judiciary and Labor Hearing for HB 141 on Tuesday March 17, 2015 at 
9:00am. 

Dear Chair Keith-Agaran: 

I am writing in support of HB 141 that clarifies the language in exemption # 16 of HRS 76-
77. The bill amends the exemption from the civil service laws for contracts for personal 
services, building, custodial, and grounds maintenance services, with qualified community 
rehabilitation programs at a cost of no more than $850,000 by specifying that the 
$850,000 maximum applies per contract. 

This effort is to provide additional clarity to the amount of $850,000 that has been incorrectly 
interpreted in the past as an aggregate amount instead of an amount per contract All 
parties involved always intended for the amount of $850, 000 to be interpreted as per 
contract and not as a total amount. 

In addition, the State of Hawaii Attorney General provided a favorable opinion on the 
interpretation of the language agreeing that it should be read as "per contract". I 
believe you have attached a copy of his opinion. He also recommended passage of a 
bill to further clarify the issue. 

The future of these contracts is crucial to the mission of our organization; "Enhancing Lives 
through Self-Reliance" for persons with disabilities through employment related programs. 
Our grounds and custodial service contracts, that currently total $1.4 million, employ 55 
persons with disabilities. The contracts allow us to deliver services such as assessments, 
evaluation and training and ultimately employment for a population that is often times 
overlooked. Employment opportunities provide dignity, self-respect, independence and the 
chance to become contributing members of our community. 

Please help us by passing HB 141 in its current version so we can continue to put 
paychecks in deserving hands. Thank you for your consideration and support. 

1 /2 
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Sincerely, 

_.-------·····--:. y---· -- / ,· 
Lawrence ~ubb~efield 
Board Mem'l<V 
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