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April 2, 2015 
9:30 A.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 211 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1042, SD 1 
RELATING TO IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LANDS 

   
Chairperson Tokuda and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 1042, Senate Draft 1.  The 

purpose of this measure is to provide grants-in-aid to the counties for the identification 

and mapping of potential Important Agricultural Lands (IAL).  The Department of 

Agriculture strongly supports this measure provided it does not adversely affect the 

priorities expressed in the Administration’s FY15-17 executive biennium budget. 

The county identification of potential IAL is a critical component of the IAL Law 

(Chapter 205, Part III, HRS).  Unlike the “voluntary” IAL process, the county process is 

more intensive and time-consuming, involving significant stakeholder and public input, 

use of advisory committees, notification of affected land owners, and adoption of the 

maps and plans by resolution of the county council prior to transmittal to the Land Use 

Commission for further action.  The counties of Kauai and Honolulu have already made 

significant progress in identifying potential IAL pursuant to Section 205-47.  Passage of 

this measure would reinforce the State’s commitment to identifying and incentivizing IAL 

in alignment with the mandate to protect and conserve IAL found in Article XI, Section 3 

of the State Constitution. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important measure. 
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Statement of  
Daniel E. Orodenker 

Executive Officer 
Land Use Commission 

 
Before the 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 

April 2, 2015 
9:30 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 
 

In consideration of  
HB 1042 SD1 

RELATING TO IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LANDS 
 

Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Kouchi, and members of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means: 
 

The Land Use Commission supports HB 1042 SD1 that would provide funds for grants-
in-aid to the counties for the identification and mapping of important agricultural lands (IAL). 
 

The IAL idenfication and mapping process for the counties as set out in Section 205-47, 
Hawai`i Revised Statutes (HRS) requires signficant public involvement to include coordination 
with a broad range of stakeholders, public meetings, and citizen advisory groups.  Adequate 
funding to complete this process could result in a quality product supported by a broad range of 
stakeholders. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 
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April 2, 2015 
 
The Honorable Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol, Room 211 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
RE: H.B. 1042, S.D.1, Relating to Important Agricultural Lands 
 
HEARING:  Thursday, April 2, 2015, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Aloha Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Kouchi and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Myoung Oh, Government Affairs Director, submitting written testimony on behalf of 
the Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and 
its 8,400 members. HAR supports H.B. 1042, S.D.1 which appropriates funds for grants-in-
aid to the counties for identifying and mapping important agricultural lands, preparing the 
final submission package to the land use commission, and assistance with exploring county 
incentives for important agricultural lands. 
 
In 1978, voter approved article XI, section 3, of the Constitution of the State of Hawai‘i, 
which sets out the framework for state policies to promote agriculture and the conservation 
of productive agricultural lands in the State. 
 
In 2005, the Legislature passed Act 183, finding that there is a compelling need to provide 
standards, criteria, and mechanisms to fulfill the intent and purpose of Article XI, section 3 
of the Constitution. Additionally, Act 183 tasked the Counties to identify IAL, provide maps, 
and establish one or more citizens’ advisory committees to provide public input. 
Unfortunately, the lack of funding jeopardized this necessary need.  
 
HAR supports the mapping and identification of IALs in Hawai‘i and believes that such 
mapping and identification will help justify and dictate what uses will be permitted on IAL 
and other non-IAL lands.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit written testimony. 



In Support of HB 1042 
 

Relating to Important Agricultural Land 
 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
 

April 2, 2015, 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room 224 
 
 
Aloha Chair Tokuda and members of the Ways and Means Committee, 
 
 
My name is Bennette Misalucha, Executive Director of the Hawaii Crop Improvement 

Association.  HCIA is a Hawaii-based non-profit organization that promotes ag biotech to 

help farmers and communities succeed.  Through education, collaboration and advocacy, we 

work to ensure a safe and sustainable food supply, support responsible farming practices 

and build a healthy state economy. 

 
HCIA is in support of the intent of HB 1042. 
 
The identification and the mapping of potential important ag lands, as well as its eventual 

designation by the Land Use Commission, is an important task that was provided for in Act 

183, which was enacted by the Legislature in 2005.  

 
Unfortunately, the monies to support the five counties to implement ACT 183, was never 

appropriated.  

 
We believe this Bill seeks to correct that funding gap so the goal to ”conserve and protect 

agricultural lands, promote diversified agriculture, agricultural self-sufficiency, and assure 

the availability of agriculturally suitable lands” and provide specialized protections for 

lands identified as important agricultural lands”, may be appropriately fulfilled. 

 
We humbly ask for the Committees’ support of HB 1042. 
 
Mahalo for your kind consideration. 
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Aloha Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Kouchi and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Christopher Manfredi, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized 
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,932 farm family members statewide, and serves 
as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic 
and educational interests of our diverse agricultural community. 
 
HFB supports HB 1042 SD 1, which appropriates funds for grants-in-aid to the 
counties for assistance with identifying and mapping important agricultural lands. 
  
Since the enactment of the Constitutional Mandate in 1978 to preserve and protect 
Important Agricultural Lands (IAL), HFBF came before the Legislature every year with 
proposals of how this measure could be implemented.  It was only in 2005 when the 
standards and criteria to designate IAL was finally passed and in 2008 when the 
incentives were passed.  It was a long road. 
 
We were pleased when the first lands were designated by Alexander and Baldwin in 
2009 totaling nearly 4000 acres in Kauai.  Today, we have over 100,000 acres that were 
voluntarily designated by landowners across the State.   
 
Seven years have passed since 2008 and we remain in the phase in which counties will 
submit maps to the LUC identifying lands to be designated as IAL.  Act 183 (SLH 2005) 
states that the counties will work on identification and mapping of important agricultural 
lands via funding from the Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism disbursed through the Land Use Commission.  The funding has never been 
released and in turn the county IAL identification and mapping has not progressed as 
anticipated.  HFB supports the funding necessary to identify and map IAL in each 
county and defers to the LUC on amount necessary to carry out this measure. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 
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HB1042

Submitted on: 4/1/2015

Testimony for WAM on Apr 2, 2015 09:30AM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

lois crozer Individual Support No

Comments: Our prime ag lands are incredibly important to our sustainability and

 allowing rain to get into our aquifers... Please let's not concrete over our beautiful

 island. We cant go back once we do. We have got to stop!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
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Councilmember Don

 Couch
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Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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