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TESTIMONY ON GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE NO. 752, SUBMITTING FOR 
CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY, 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, SHERRY SUTHERLAND-CHOY, FOR A TERM TO 
EXPIRE 6-30-2020. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR, 
 AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 
 
 My name is Catherine Awakuni Colón, Director of the Department of Commerce 

and Consumer Affairs (“Department”).  The Department appreciates the opportunity to 

provide testimony in support of Governor’s Message No. 752, nominating                            

Ms. Sherry Sutherland-Choy for membership on the Board of Psychology (“Board”) for a 

term to expire June 30, 2020. 

 Ms. Sutherland-Choy started out in crisis intervention 25 years ago in 1991 and 

worked her way up as a health professional, eventually earning advanced degrees in 

nursing and clinical psychology.  She has experience working in various hopsitals in 
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California and Hawaii.  Ms. Sutherland-Choy began working as a registered nurse in 

Hawaii at Kahi Mohala Behavioral Healthcare in 1999, and most recently joined Waianae 

Coast Comprehensive Helth Center in 2013, where she continues to work as a family 

nurse practioner and clinical psychologist. 

 In addition, Ms. Sutherland-Choy is an adjunct instructor of psychopharmacology 

at the Hawaii School of Professional Psychology at Argosy University.  She understands 

her responsibility to attend and prepare for the Board’s monthly meetings. 

Given Ms. Sutherland-Choy’s education and professional experience, the 

Department believes that she is in a good position to positively contribute to the Board. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments in support of                      

Ms. Sutherland-Choy’s nomination to the Board of Psychology.   



From: Scanlan, Sean W.
To: CPH Testimony
Subject: Sherry Sutherland-Choy nomination
Date: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 2:48:06 PM

 
Aloha,
 
I am writing in support of Sherry Sutherland-Choy, Psy.D. for a position on the Board of Psychology.
 First, Sherry’s CV is very impressive, as she is experienced and holds degrees and licenses in both
 Clinical Psychology and Nursing. I believe that her varied training and degrees offers a well-rounded
 perspective to the Board. Second, Sherry has a calm demeanor and is able to work well with others.
 She is professional, trustworthy, and, most importantly, has integrity. In sum, she has the
 experience and character of someone who should be on the Board of Psychology, and as a
 psychologist, we need people like her on the Board of Psychology. I hope she is selected.

 

Sean W. Scanlan, Ph.D.
Sean W. Scanlan, Ph.D
Program Dean

Hawai'i School of Professional Psychology at Argosy

 University

1001 Bishop St. | Suite 400 | Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Tel: (808) 791-5254 | Fax: (808) 536-5505

sscanlan@argosy.edu

http://clinical.argosy.edu/locations/hawaii/clinical-psychology-

doctor-of-psychology
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Dr. Sherry Sutherland-Choy Responses 

April 3, 2016 
 
(1) Why do you want to be a member of the Board? 
  
            I would like to contribute to the practice of psychology in Hawaii by improving 

access and quality of care.  I would also provide guidance on the necessary 
training and qualifications for psychologists to prescribe medications.  I am 
licensed as both a psychologist and a prescribing nurse practitioner.  I actively 
prescribe medications in my current dual position at Waianae Coast 
Comprehensive Health Center. 

       
(2)       What do you perceive are the roles and responsibilities of a member of the Board? 
           
            Understand and apply the current rules and regulations, evaluate proposed 

legislation from the perspective of both the consumer and the clinician, and seek 
to improve the regulatory scheme. 

 
(3)       In what ways do you feel that you can help protect the consumer? 
              
            Promote ethical guidelines and training requirements to ensure that clinicians are 

safe, competent, and deliver a high standard of mental health care services.    
 
(4)       Given your understanding of the roles and responsibilities of a Board member, 

why do you believe that you are qualified for the position?  Please include a brief 
statement of your skills, expertise and knowledge that would aid you as a member 
of the Board. 

 
I have spent the majority of my professional life working in a variety of clinical 
settings from psychiatric hospitals and community mental health to performing 
psychopharmacology research and teaching doctoral students.  My background as 
both a psychologist and family nurse practitioner has given me a solid clinical 
foundation.  Working with the Waianae Coast community has provided me with 
insight into the complexity of social issues that impact mental health.        

 
(5)       What do you hope to accomplish during your term of service? 
   
            I hope to positively influence mental health policy. If psychologists were to obtain 

prescription authority, educational and training requirements would need to be 
reviewed and revised in order to produce safe and competent clinicians. In 
addition, if psychologists were to treat the persistently and severely mentally ill 
population with psychotropic medications, then we need to integrate psychosocial 
rehabilitation into our educational requirements. Prescribing psychotropic 
medications is not enough to restore functional capacity, improve quality of life, 
and reduce mortality rates in the persistently mentally ill.     
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(6)       Name three qualities that best describe you and how these qualities will benefit 

the Board. 
                
            I am a hard and conscientious worker, receptive to understanding multiple 

perspectives on issues, and motivated to do what is in the best interests of the 
consumer. Holding multiple perspectives makes me less susceptible to the 
pressures of group thinking or the momentum of one polarizing point of view.        

 
(7)       Name a previous experience you've had that will be beneficial as a Board 

member. 
 
            I served as a board member for the Hawaii Nurses’ Association 
            and engaged in contract negotiations as a nurse representative. I believe this 

experience has helped me with conflict resolution and working collaboratively 
with others.  

 
(8)       Can you foresee any possible conflicts of interest that could arise during your 

service on the Board?  How would you overcome conflicts of interest? 
  
            I do not foresee conflicts of interest at this time.  If a conflict of interest arose, I 

would disclose the nature of the conflict to the board, obtain a determination from 
the board that the conflict is genuine and, if so, recuse myself from any vote or 
deliberations.         
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