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Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the Senate Committee on 

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

Monday, April 18, 2016 
1:15 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 

In consideration of 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 743 

SUBMITTING FOR THE CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE ISLAND 
BURIAL COUNCIL, ISLAND OF OAHU, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, NORMAN 

CACERES FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2016 
 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports Governor's 
Message 743, nominating Mr. Norman Caceres to the Island Burial Council, Island of 
Oahu expiring June 30, 2016.  
 
The Island Burial Councils are established under Section 6E-43.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes. With 
regard to previously known burials, the Burial Councils determine whether to leave the burial in 
place or remove it, recognize lineal and cultural descendants and provide counsel and advice to 
the Department.  
 
Mr. Caceres has a B.A. in Communication from the University of Hawaii-Hilo.  He is currently 
employed by ‘Oiwi Cultural Resources as a Cultural Monitor Assistant.  As such, he has 
obtained much knowledge and experience as it relates to the treatment of human skeletal 
remains.  He is familiar with State and Federal statutes, regulations, and administrative rules 
relevant to the disposition of skeletal remains within the state.  More importantly, Mr. Caceres 
possesses protocols and skills relating to the care of native Hawaiian traditional, cultural, and 
historic properties.   
 
Senate confirmation will ensure that Mr. Caceres’ knowledge, experiences and perspective 
informs the deliberations of the Island Burial Council until June 30, 2016. 
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Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the Senate Committee on 

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

Monday, April 18, 2016 
1:15 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 

In consideration of 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 744 

SUBMITTING FOR THE CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE ISLAND 
BURIAL COUNCIL, ISLAND OF OAHU, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, NORMAN 

CACERES FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2020 
 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports Governor's 
Message 744, nominating Mr. Norman Caceres to the Island Burial Council, Island of 
Oahu expiring June 30, 2020.  
 
The Island Burial Councils are established under Section 6E-43.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes. With 
regard to previously known burials, the Burial Councils determine whether to leave the burial in 
place or remove it, recognize lineal and cultural descendants and provide counsel and advice to 
the Department.  
 
Mr. Caceres has a B.A. in Communication from the University of Hawaii-Hilo.  He is currently 
employed by ‘Oiwi Cultural Resources as a Cultural Monitor Assistant.  As such, he has 
obtained much knowledge and experience as it relates to the treatment of human skeletal 
remains.  He is familiar with State and Federal statutes, regulations, and administrative rules 
relevant to the disposition of skeletal remains within the state.  More importantly, Mr. Caceres 
possesses protocols and skills relating to the care of native Hawaiian traditional, cultural, and 
historic properties.   
 
Senate confirmation will ensure that Mr. Caceres’ knowledge, experiences and perspective 
informs the deliberations of the Island Burial Council until June 30, 2020. 



From: David Shideler
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: Testimony in favor of Mr. Mana Caceres nomination to the O"ahu Island Burial Council
Date: Monday, April 18, 2016 8:12:55 AM

To whom it may concern:
 
I am writing in support of Mr. Mana Caceres nomination to the O'ahu Island Burial Council.
 
I have worked with Mr. Caceres for many years in his capacity as a recognized cultural descendant
 on several projects and have observed his attendance and testimony at the O‘ahu Island Burial
 Council (OIBC) on more than twenty occasions.
 
I believe Mr. Caceres brings substantial knowledge of iwi kupuna history and issues to the OIBC and
 that his sagacity would be a valuable addition to that Council.
 
I request that you support Mr. Caceres nomination to the OIBC.
 
Aloha.
 
David Shideler
Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i
PO Box 1114
Kailua, HI 96734
PH: (808) 262-9972
Cell: (808) 753-0785
Fax: (808) 262-4950
dshideler@culturalsurveys.com
 
 
 
 

mailto:DShideler@culturalsurveys.com
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dshideler@culturalsurveys.com


 

 

 

15 April 2016 

 

Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Chair 

Senator J. Kalani English, Vice Chair 

Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 

Senate, State of Hawai‘i 

 

RE: GM 744--Support for confirmation to the Island Burial 

Council Island of O'ahu, Gubernatorial Nominee, 

NORMAN CACERES, for a term to expire 06-30-2020. 
 

Dear Chairperson Shimabukuro and Committee Members: 

 

I represent the cultural resource management firm Cultural Surveys 

Hawai‘i, Inc. (CSH). We specialize in providing archaeological, 

historical, and cultural studies that support projects’ state and federal 

historic preservation review. Our studies assess a planned development 

project’s impacts on historic properties and cultural practices and, if 

needed, develop mitigation measures to alleviate any project impacts on these cultural resources.  

 

A key component of this work is documenting Native Hawaiian burial sites and facilitating the 

appropriate consultation with Native Hawaiian stakeholders, agencies, and project proponents to 

ensure appropriate burial treatment, pursuant to Hawai‘i State burial laws (Hawaii Revised 

Statutes Chapter 6E-43 and Hawai‘i Administrative Rules Chapter 13-300). Based on a two and 

half decade working relationship with the various Island Burial Councils, CSH has a deep 

working understanding of the importance of the Island Burial Councils, and how the council 

members fulfill a critical role in Native Hawaiian burial treatment decisions. Based on this past 

experience, CSH strongly supports Mr. Norman “Mana” Caceres’ confirmation to the O‘ahu 

Island Burial Council.  

 

CSH, and myself in particular, have worked with Mr. Caceres for the last five years on historic 

preservation issues in general and specific Native Hawaiian burial treatment. I’ve worked with 

him extensively on the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation’s Honolulu Rail Transit 

Project, and on many development projects in Kaka‘ako and Waikīkī. Mr. Caceres is a respected 

Native Hawaiian cultural practitioner who understands Native Hawaiian culture and beliefs. He 

has many years’ experience caring for iwi kūpuna (Native Hawaiian ancestral remains), 

facilitating their proper treatment and protection. Mr. Caceres is an experienced Native Hawaiian 

cultural monitor who understands development issues and the related construction industry. He 

also understands archaeology and the historic preservation review process, as well as Hawai‘i 

State burial law. This understanding will serve him well on the burial council, where so many 

decisions revolve around development, construction, and archaeology. As a recognized Native 

Hawaiian cultural descendant, Mr. Caceres has many times assumed the kuleana (responsibility) 
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CULTURAL SURVEYS HAWAI‘I 
 

of caring for Native Hawaiian burial sites. His past actions demonstrate his deep commitment to 

mālama nā iwi kupūna (care for ancestral Native Hawaiian remains).  

 

Mr. Caceres is uniquely suited to fulfill his responsibility as an O‘ahu Island Burial Council 

member. He is great to work with, reasonable, responsible, and committed. I wholeheartedly 

recommend him for the position and ask the Committee on Hawaiian Affairs to confirm his 

nomination.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (808) 262-9972 on O‘ahu or toll free at 

1-800-599-9962. You may also reach me by e-mail at mmcdermott@culturalsurveys.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i, Inc. 

 
Matt McDermott 

Project Manager 

 







From: CHARLES EHRHORN
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: Testimony in support of Norman "Mana" Caceres, confirmation to the Island Burial Council of Oahu, GM 743 and

 GM 744
Date: Sunday, April 17, 2016 12:51:20 PM

To: Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Chair
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs

I wish to submit testimony to support the confirmation of Mr. Mana Caceres to the Island
 Burial Council of Oahu.

Mr. Caceres and his ohana have consistently, over the years that I have known him, been
 diligent and consistent in preserving and protecting na iwi o kupuna.  

Mana and his ohana have successfully worked closely with a variety of developer interests
 throughout the Kona District.  In so doing he has gained their respect while helping them
 understand the importance of protecting na iwi o kupuna.

I look forward to serving with him on the Oahu Island Burial Council.

I am a long time member of the OIBC, now serving as the Council's interim vice chair.  I also
 represent the "large landowner/developer" interests on the council.

Thank you for your consideration and confirmation of Mr. Norman "Mana" Caceres.

Charles A. Ehrhorn, AIA
Interim Vice Chair, Oahu Island Burial Council.

mailto:EHRHORN@LAVA.NET
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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April 12, 2016 

 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

 

TESTIMONY OF DAWN N.S. CHANG, PRINCIPAL OF KU‘IWALU CONSULTING 

 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 744 

 

GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, NORMAN CACERES 

Island Burial Council, Island of O‘ahu (OIBC) 

 

The Honorable Maile Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee: 

 

 I support the nomination of Norman “Mana” Christopher Moore Kaleilani Caceres for 

appointment to the Island Burial Council Island of O‘ahu. I have known Mr. Caceres for over 5 

years working on projects such as The Howard Hughes Corporation, General Growth Properties, 

HART and MK Development.   

 

Mr. Caceres has a deep sense of cultural sensitivity concerning iwi kūpuna yet realizes 

the importance of timely decisions in the context of development projects. He regularly and 

consistently volunteers to attend consultation meetings with developers and many times brings 

his ‘ohana to the meetings to pass down the kuleana. His participation in these consultation 

meetings has been invaluable. His expertise within the Hawaiian community makes him an asset 

to serve on the OIBC that is constantly faced with challenging issues.  

 

I respectfully ask that Norman Caceres’ nomination receive the consent of your 

committee and be forwarded to the full Senate for confirmation. I appreciate the opportunity to 

provide comments on Mr. Caceres’ nomination. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

DAWN N.S. CHANG 

Principal 





From: Hallett Hammatt
To: HWNTestimony
Cc: Carmen Delos Reyes
Subject: Testimony for O`ahu Island Burial Council position for
Date: Monday, April 11, 2016 1:08:42 PM

Greetings
 I am expressing my strongest support to Mr. Mana Caceres for appointment to the O`ahu Island
 Burial Council. I have known Mana for many years as a colleague in numerous archaeological
 projects undertaken on O`ahu including Waikiki, Kaka`ako and central Honolulu and other places
 on O`ahu. Mana has from the beginning displayed great leadership in all of these projects showing
 deep understanding  through his cultural beliefs and practices and a deep grasp of the practices of
 archaeology and its role in land permitting and  development. He has taken leadership in issues
 related to treatment of iwi kupuna in many projects, including complex multi year projects
 involving long periods of construction monitoring. Many people on all sides of these projects turn to
 him for advise and guidance. He has great natural wisdom born of his ancestors, his family, and his
 own foresight. He is humble and considerate in his devotion to this calling.
For these reasons I very enthusiastically support the appointment of Mana Caceres to membership in
 the O`ahu Island Burial Council.
 
Hallett H. Hammatt, Ph. D.
Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i
P.O. Box 1114
Kailua, HI 96734
262-9972 Office
282-2724 Cell
 

mailto:HHammatt@culturalsurveys.com
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cdelosreyes@culturalsurveys.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HWNTestimony
Cc: pkaleikini@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM744 on Apr 18, 2016 13:16PM
Date: Sunday, April 17, 2016 5:17:51 PM

GM744
Submitted on: 4/17/2016
Testimony for HWN on Apr 18, 2016 13:16PM in Conference Room 423

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Kaanohi Kaleikini Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha pumehana I SUPPORT the nomination of Mr. Norman Caceres to
 the Island Burial Council, Island of Oahu. The Council determines whether to leave
 burials in place or relocate it. The Council recognizes lineal and cultural descendants
 to native Hawaiian burials that have been impacted and provide counsel and advice
 to the Department of Land and Natural Resources. Mr. Norman Caceres has
 extensive knowledge of these processes and more. Mr. Caceres has dedicated his
 life’s work to the care and perpetuation of Hawaii’s culture, peoples, values,
 traditions, history and more recently, the kuleana, responsibility, to care for iwi
 kupuna, the remains of native Hawaiians. Mr. Caceres has more than the necessary
 knowledge, commitment, energy and competence to be a reasonable and thoughtful
 representative on the Council and to properly consider and balance sometimes
 competing objectives in a way that considers the needs of the living while respecting
 the kupuna of the past. Understanding the issues and needs of this Council, matched
 with my association and knowledge of his ability to handle situations the Council will
 definitely encounter in the near future, I give my full support, faith and trust in Mr.
 Norman Caceres as a member of this Council and urge your confirmation of his
 nomination to the O’ahu Island Burial Council. ola na iwi P. Kaanohi Kaleikini 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:pkaleikini@hawaii.rr.com


From: Farm, Kawika
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: Testimony Supporting Confirmation GM743 & GM744 of Norman "Mana" Kaleilani Caceres to Oahu Island Burial

 Council
Date: Monday, April 11, 2016 12:54:10 PM

Aloha,
 
I first met Mana over four years ago as Oahu’s burial sites specialist for the State Historic Preservation
 Division.  He had a strong passion for preservation and protection of iwi kupuna.  Over the years, I would
 see Mana and his ohana at various project meetings cautioning developers to be aware and sensitive to
 ground disturbing activities.
 
As a planner with HART, I can attest that Mana and his ohana has continued to be involved with
 consultation meetings pertaining to the protection and proper treatment of iwi encountered during
 HART’s archaeological inventory survey. 
 
Mana is a dedicated and committed towards the protection and proper treatment of all inadvertently
 discovered human skeletal remains.  Confirmation to the Oahu Island Burial Council will help ensure his
 commitment.
 
Mahalo,
 
Kawika 
 
Kawika Farm
Cultural Planner
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation
1099 Alakea Street, Suite 1700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Phone: 808-768-8351
Mobile: 808-371-4175
Fax:     808-768-6178
 
 

mailto:kfarm1@honolulu.gov
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HWNTestimony
Cc: kmckeague87@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM743 on Apr 18, 2016 13:16PM
Date: Friday, April 15, 2016 8:33:02 AM

GM743
Submitted on: 4/15/2016
Testimony for HWN on Apr 18, 2016 13:16PM in Conference Room 423

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Mark Kawika
 McKeague Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha mai kakou- I stand firm on my testimony and unequivocal support
 of GM 743 and 744 for Mr. Norman "Mana" Kaleilani Caceres's appointment to the
 O'ahu Island Burial Council. I have known Mr. Caceres for almost 8 years when first
 introduced to him as a family descendant during my time and tenure as the OIBC
 Vice Chair and Chairman. I have found Mr. Caceres to be astute in equal measure
 as to his knowledge and compassion as a cultural practitioner and descendant that
 has invoked his kaumaha and kuleana to malama iwi kupuna. In my continued
 involvement today as a cultural resource manager, I continue to learn both 'ike
 Hawai'i as it pertains to care of our kupuna as well as contemporary best
 management practices from the wisdom that is availed to Mr. Caceres and his 'ohana
 through their daily invocation and dutiful attendance to the care of iwi kupuna. Mr.
 Caceres would be a tremendous asset to the OIBC, who I believe are in a critical
 juncture and nexus to uphold their mandated responsibilities. I implore each of you
 as Senate Committee members to avail your fullest consideration to this nomination.
 I can also be contacted at your discretion for further comment and discussion. Ola na
 iwi. Na'u me ka ha'aha'a a me ke aloha, Kawika McKeague 808-265-7901 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kmckeague87@gmail.com


From: Matthew Pennaz
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: Support of Mana Caceres Nomination to OIBC
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 11:23:54 AM

Dear Sir or Madam,
 
Please accept my utmost support for the nomination of Mana Kaleilani Caceres to the Oahu Island
 Burial Council. 
 
In working with Mana on several archaeological and cultural projects in Honolulu, he has been
 thorough, professional, and has always maintained reverence and respect for iwi kupuna.  OIBC will
 be fortunate to have him.
 
Mahalo,
 
--
Matthew Pennaz (B)
Sr. Project Manager
 
Kobayashi Group LLC
1288 Ala Moana Blvd. Ste. 201
Honolulu, HI  96814
Telephone: (808) 692-0045
Cell: (808) 216-6811
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any 
attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any 
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is 
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.

mailto:mpennaz@kobayashi-group.com
mailto:HWNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


P. Kaanohi Kaleikini                                                                                                                            
89-107 Nanaikala Street                                                                                          
Waianae  Hawaii  96792    

 

 April 18, 2016 

Aloha pumehana 

I SUPPORT the nomination of Mr. Norman Caceres to the Island Burial Council, Island of Oahu.  

The Council determines whether to leave burials in place or relocate it. The Council recognizes lineal and 
cultural descendants to native Hawaiian burials that have been impacted and provide counsel and 
advice to the Department of Land and Natural Resources. Mr. Norman Caceres has extensive knowledge 
of these processes and more. 

Mr. Caceres has dedicated his life’s work to the care and perpetuation of Hawaii’s culture, peoples, 
values, traditions, history and more recently, the kuleana, responsibility, to care for iwi kupuna, the 
remains of native Hawaiians.  

Mr. Caceres has more than the necessary knowledge, commitment, energy and competence to be a 
reasonable and thoughtful representative on the Council and to properly consider and balance 
sometimes competing objectives in a way that considers the needs of the living while respecting the 
kupuna of the past.   

Understanding the issues and needs of this Council, matched with my association and knowledge of his 
ability to handle situations the Council will definitely encounter in the near future, I give my full support, 
faith and trust in Mr. Norman Caceres as a member of this Council and urge your confirmation of his 
nomination to the O’ahu Island Burial Council.  

ola na iwi 

P. Kaanohi Kaleikini 
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