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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2016
COMMITTEE ON TOURISM AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
SENATOR J. KALANI ENGLISH, VICE CHAIR
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2016, 2:45 P.M.

STATE CAPITOL, CONFERENCE ROOM 225

RE: GM534 AND GM 535
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION
TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HAWAII TOURISM AUTHORITY
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KUUIPO KUMUKAHI
FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-16 AND FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2020

Dear Mr. Vice Chairman English and Members of the Tourism & Internmational Affairs

Committee,

My name is Akira Kinjo, Vice President of Kintetsu International Hawaii Company, an
established in-bound travel agency. I am testifying in support of the confirmation of Ms.

Kuuipo Kumukahi to the Board of Directors of the Hawaii Tourism Authority.

Ms. Kumukahi is well respected as a cultural practitioner by Kintetsu International and its
many customers. She has repeatedly demonstrated her knowledge, skill, and talent in the
course of our business relations with the Hawaii Academy of Recording Arts as its President
and Vice President; the Maiki Aiu Foundation as its Co-Founder, and as a Kumu Hula. She is

skillful in interacting with and connecting our representatives and guests to Hawaiian culture.

Ms. Kumukahi is an excellent choice as a member of the Hawaii Tourism Authority Board of

Directors and we fully support her confirmation.

Sincerely,

Akira Kinjo, Vice Pfesident

Kintetsu International Hawaii Company

Waikiki Business Plaza, Suite1400, 2270 Kalakaua Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815
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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2016
COMMITTES ON TOURISM AND INTERMATIOMNAL AFFAIRS
MOMNDAY, FEBRLARY 29, 2006, 2:45 P.0,

STATE CAPITOL, CONFERENCE ROOM 225

RE: GM 534 AND GM 535

SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE 20ARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE HAWA TOURISM AUTHORITY, GUBERNATORIAL MOMENEE, KLILIIPO
EUBLIKAHI, FOR & TERM TO EXPIRE 6-20-16 AND FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2000

Aloha Vice Chairman English and Members of the Tourism & Internzational Affairs Committes,

My nama is Antoinette "Toni™ Lea, President of Hawallan Music Hall of Fame. | am here
to testify In support of the confirmaticon of Kuulpo Kurmukahi to the Baard of Directars of the
Hawai'| Tourisrm Authority.

Kuuips Kurnukahi will be filling a seat that requires the faard member to be a Hawaiian
practitioner. Kusipo ls an excellent cholee ta fill this pasition. She has boon a great example In
the Hawaizan Community, in Hawai'y, and Internationally as a Hawailan pracotioner through her
leadership, as a past Fresident of the Hawal'| Academy of Recording Arts [(HARA), the past
President of the Hawailan Music Hall of Fame and the past Prasident and founder of the Na Lanl
Eha Hawaitan Civic Club and as an entertainer. Shea kzan excellent musiclan, co-founder af the
Maiki Afu Foundation and & kummu &t Halau Hawai'l, and fluently speaks, writes and understands
the Hawaiian Language. Kuuipo really has worked in the tourlst industry almost her entire life
sharing our host culture with not only the people In Hawal'| but with visitors around e world,
Ehe is also a wonderful MC and is able to produce shows that teaches all that are able to ses
thewe productions much about aur host eulture,

| have parsonally warked with Kuuipe Kumukahi on many projects and she is definitaly a
team leader and a joy to work alongside with very ethical strangth in teaching and living our
Hawsllan Walues. She |s very well respected and dependable as an experienced Hawaiian



entertainer, knowledgeable in Hawaiian language and customs, past and present, and known to
work hard and well with all she comes In contact with, Kuuipo will be able ta foster both
econormic end cultural sides of Hawalian music and language with her creathdty, resources and
Class within gwr community.

Nahala for the opportunity to testify on Kuulpo Kumukahi's behadl and Mahala ta
Governor ige for appointing her, She is the right person to sit on the Hawal'i Tourism Autharity
Board.

Vary raspactfully,
A =~ aral a{_.:?___
Antoinette "Toni™ Lee, President

Hawmailan Music Hall of Fame
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THE 28™ LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2016
THE COMMITTEE ON TOURISM AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2016
HAWAI'I STATE CAPITOL, CONFERENCE ROOM 225

RE: GM 534 AND GM 535

Aloha; Vice Chairman Kalani English and members of the Tourism and International
Affairs Committee.

My Name is Charles Kapua the Immediate Past President of Pearl Harbor Hawaiian Civic
Club. 1 am here to offer testimony in support of the confirmation of Ku uipo Kumukahi
to the Board of Directors of the Hawai'i Tourism Authority.

Ku'uipo will be filling a seat that requires the Board member to be a Hawaiian
practitioner. | have known her to be immersed as a lifetime student and practitioner of
the language, arts, Hawaiian culture and most notably music and hula.

| have worked with Ku'uipo on several projects and she has displayed many high
qualifying characteristics such as being knowledgeable in the history of the Hawaiian
culture, and the past history of the last of the royal family (Na Lani 'Eha). She is a very
hard worker and works well with others. She has been a great example of what we
should expect more from our Hawaiian community.

Mabhalo! for this opportunity to testify on Ku'uipo Kumukahi’s, behalf and | look forward
for you and your committees’ positive response.

Respectfully Submitted,

s K. Kapua
Immediate Past President
Pearl Harbor Hawaiian Civic Club
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RE: GM 534 AND GM 535
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION
TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HAWAI‘l TOURISM AUTHORITY,
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KU‘UIPO KUMUKAHI,
FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-16 AND FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2020

Aloha, Vice Chairman English and Members of the Tourism & International Affairs Committee,

Please accept this statement in strong support of Ms. Ku‘uipo Kumukahi for consideration and
confirmation to the Board of Directors of the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority.

My name is Clint Kalaola, owner and operator of Tidal Wave Entertainment. I have known Miss
Kumukahi for over 10 years and have had the opportunity to work with her on various projects in the
private and non profit sectors. She is the former president of the Hawai‘i Academy of Recording Arts
(HARA), winner of multiple Na Hoku Hanohano Awards, Former President of the Hawaiian Music Hall
of Fame, co-founder of the Maiki Aiu Foundation, and a Kumu at Halau Hawai‘i.

Ms. Kumukahi has created, founded, and continuously supports many projects throughout Hawai‘i and
abroad that promote and perpetuate the Hawaiian Culture and Arts. One such project is the creation of
Mali‘o, where women of all ages and backgrounds are encourage to seek options of creativity by
engaging in Hawaiian fine arts and to keep the fine arts alive with integrity and dignity.

I can testify to Ms. Kumukahi’s uncompromising work ethic and strength as both a leader and team
player. As a lifelong practitioner of traditional Hawaiian Culture and Arts with a worldwide reach, she i
well qualified and the right choice for this board. As a well respected leader in the community, a belovec
entertainer, she brings with her a wealth of experience and foresight. Ms. Kumukahi will be a tremendot
value to the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority that will help foster the contemporary and traditional
Hawaiian culture in the implementation of Hawaii Tourism Authority programs.

Mabhalo for the opportunity to testify in support of Ms. Ku’uipo Kumukabhi.

Aloha,

Clint Kalaola, President
Tidal Wave Entertainment

P.O. Box 2416 « Ewa Beach, HI 96706 + 808.330.5858 - tidalwaveinfo@yahoo.com
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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2016
COMMITTEE ON TOURISM AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
SENATOR J. KALANI ENGLISH, VICE CHAIR

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2016, 2:45 P.M.

STATE CAPITOL, CONFERENCE ROOM 225

RE: GM 534 AND GM 535

SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION

TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HAWAI‘l TOURISM AUTHORITY,
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KU‘UIPO KUMUKAHI,

FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-16 AND FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2020

Aloha, Vice Chairman English and Members of the Tourism & International
Affairs Committee,

My name Pali Ka‘aihue, President of the Hawai‘i Academy or Recording Arts.
and co-creator/producer of Mele Mei, the month long celebration of Hawai‘i’'s
Music, testifying in support of the confirmation of Samie Ku‘uipo Kumukahi to
the Board of Directors of the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority.

Ku‘uipo Kumukahi is the former president of the Hawai‘i Academy of Recording
Arts (HARA), multiple Na Hokd Hanohano Award winner, a director of the
Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame Serenaders, co-founder of the Maiki Aiu
Foundation, and a kumu at Halau Hawai‘i. The Hawai‘i Academy of Recording
Arts and | fully endorse and support Samie Ku‘uipo Kumukahi for this
appointment.

I've known Ku‘uipo Kumukahi and have worked with her for over fifteen years
She’s always been a natural leader, teacher and mentor. She will make an
exceptional member of the HTA Board.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions about this letter.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on Ku‘uipo Kumukahi’'s behalf.

=

Pali Ka‘aihue, Hawai‘i Academy of Recording Arts President
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