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Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Slom, and Members of the Senate Committee, 

The Office of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) administers Hawai'i Revised Statutes (HRS) 

Chapter 343, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS). The purpose of the EIS law is to "establish a 

system of environmental review which ensures that environmental concerns are given appropriate 

consideration in decision making along with economic and technical considerations" (HRS §343-1). 

Additionally, the OEQC serves "the Governor in an advisory capacity on all matters relating to 

environmental quality control," as directed in HRS §341-3. 

The Environmental Council ("Council") is established in HRS §341-3, which also directs 

membership "to assure a broad and balanced representation of educational, business, and 

environmentally pertinent disciplines and professions, such as the natural and social sciences, the 

humanities, architecture, engineering, environmental consulting, public health, and planning; 

educational and research institutions with environmental competence; agriculture, real estate, visitor 

industry, construction, media, and voluntary community and environmental groups." 

The functions ofthe Council are to serve as a liaison between the OEQC Director and the general 

public and to make recommendations concerning ecology and environmental quality. The Council 

monitors the progress of state, county, and federal agencies in achieving the State's environmental 

goals and policies. It issues an annual report with recommendations for improvement to the Governor, 

the Legislature, and the general public (HRS §341-6). Finally, the Council promulgates administrative 

rules for implementing Chapter 343, HRS (HRS §343-6). 

With respect to these functions, duties, and powers, and in consideration of Mr. Abe's 

experience as demonstrated by his current service on the Council and resume, OEQC supports the 

nomination of Mr. Abe to another term on the Council. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this 

measure. 
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Testimony for EET on Mar 2, 2016 13:15PM in Conference Room 414 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

KOALANI KAULUKUKUI 1 ....... 1 ___ ln_d_iv_id_ua_l __ ~11 Support II No I 

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol. hawaii. gov 
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Testimony for EET on Mar 2, 2016 13:15PM in Conference Room 414 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

~_L_a_ur_a_M_c_ln~ty_re_~ll~ ___ ln_d_iv_id_ua_l __ ~ll Support II No I 

Comments: Testimony: I, Laura Leialoha Phillips Mcintyre, B.A., M.U.R.P, AICP, current Program 
Manager of the Hawaii Department of Health, Environmental Planning Office, personally testify in 
strong support of Roy Abe. Mr. Abe has an excellent academic background and a wealth of relevant 
and diverse professional experience. I have full confidence that he will be an invaluable asset to the 
Environmental Council. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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