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Dr. Kris Zacny is Vice President and Director of Exploration Technology Group at Honeybee Robotics.
His expertise includes robotic terrestrial and extraterrestrial drilling, excavation, sample handling and
processing, geotechnical systems, and sensors. He has been developing numerous technologies from
conceptual ideas to fielded prototypes.

In his previous capacity as an engineer in South African mines, Dr. Zacny managed numerous mining
projects and production divisions. Dr. Zacny received his PhD in Geotechnical engineering (Topic: Mars
Drilling), ME in Petroleum Drilling, and BSc in Mechanical Engineering. He participated in several
Arctic, Antarctic, Atacama, Greenland, Mauna Kea, and Mojave drilling expeditions.

Dr Zacny has over 100 publications, including an edited book titled “Drilling in Extreme Environments:
Penetration and Sampling on Earth and Other Planets”.

Dr. Zacny has been a Principal Investigator and a Co-Investigator of over 70 NASA and DoD funded
projects. He has over 30 NASA New Technology Records (inventions) and three NASA Group
Achievement Awards.
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