
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

R~ro4jz’I , 2015

RE: S.B. No. 774
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred S.B.
No. 774, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF TARO,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to improve protections for
wetland taro lands and related historic agricultural structures
by:

(1) Adding to the Board of Land and Natural Resources’
(Board) Intensive Agricultural Use classification of
public lands, a Fourth Class—Taro Lands classification
comprising undeveloped public lands in the land use
conservation district that were in wetland taro
cultivation prior to statehood or traditional taro lands
that retain historic structural evidence of wetland taro
lands; and

(2) Authorizing and appropriating funds for the Board, in
conjunction with the Taro Security and Purity Task
Force, to create an inventory of Fourth Class—Taro
Lands.

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, Aha Moku
Advisory Committee, Hawaii Land Restoration Institute, Hawaii
Farmers Union United, Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii, Taro
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Security and Purity Task Force, Association of Hawaiian Civic
Clubs, Kalihi Palama Hawaiian Civic Club, and numerous individuals
provided testimony in support of the measure. The Department of
Agriculture, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and an individual
provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting the Fourth Class-Taro Lands classification from
the Intensive Agricultural Use classification of public
lands;

(2) Requiring the Board, in conjunction with the Taro
Security and Purity Task Force, to create an inventory
of taro lands; and

(3) Requiring the Board to submit a report of its findings
and recommendations to the Legislature before the 2016
Regular Session.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
774, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be referred
to the Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto as S.B.
No. 774, S.D. 1, H.D. 1.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 4jt,Gfa I 22—4

The Twenty-eighth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Laud

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~çp,tN,5~~
U The conmiittee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~4ss, with amendments (lID) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with lID to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. YAMANE, Ryan I. (C)

2. CULLEN, Ty J.K. (VC)

3. EVANS, Cindy

4. ING, Kaniela

5. LEE, Chris

6. LOWEN, Nicole E.

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y.

8. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

9. POUHA, Feki

10. TifiELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (10) - 7 0 V ~2.
The recommendation is: ~~opted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signatnre: (~~~._4Z~ c.__’.—’~-—-~.,._____
t~-~G~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HP.4S0


