STAND. COM. REP. NO. “DS

Honolulu, Hawaii

Marem 21 - 2%

RE: S.B. No. 559
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Veterans, Military, & International
Affairs, & Culture and the Arts, to which was referred S.B. No.
559, 8§.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE MILITARY,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to recognize the critical
presence and role of the United States military in Hawaii by
expanding the role of the Office of Veterans' Services.

Specifically, this measure:

(1) Renames the Office of Veterans' Services to Office of
Military Affairs and Veterans' Services;

(2) Increases the Office's mandate to include:
(A) Interacting and working with the armed services in
the State to address any relevant issues and

concernsg;

(B} Collecting and maintaining information pertaining
to the military's economic impact in the State;

(C) Serving as a liaison between the State's executive
branch and the military in the State; and
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(D) Researching federal funding opportunities that
relate to the military and veterans; and

(3) Appropriates funds to expand the scope of the Office to
include military affairs.

The Advisory Board of the Office of Veterans' Services; The
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii; Department of Hawaii, Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States; and a concerned individual
supported this measure. The Department of Defense and Office of
Veterans' Services supported the intent of this measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting the provisions relating to expanding the role
of the Office of Veterans' Services;

(2} Establishing a Military Affairs Advisor position and an
Assistant Military Affairs Advisor position within the
Department of Defense, with the Military Affairs Advisor
reporting directly to the Governoxr;

(3} Specifying the functions, duties, and powers of the new
positions;

(4} Appropriating funds to establish the new positions in
the Department of Defense; and

(5} Changing its effective date to upon its approval.

Ag affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Veterans, Military, & International Affairs, &
Culture and the Arts that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S§.B. No.
559, S8.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 559, S$.D. 2, H.D.
1, and be referred to the Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Veterans,
Military, & International
Affairs, & Culture and the
Arts, ’

(0L

KEN ITO, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-eighth Legislature “ S ce, o>

Record of Votes of the Committee on Veterans, Military, & International Affairs, & Culture and

the Arts
BillResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
SB &%9, b2 vwnE, FIN 3/23/|s”

Q The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is fo: Q0 Pass, unamended (as is) BL Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
QO Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

VYMI Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

<

1. ITO,Ken (C) v’

14. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (14) | 32— o

The recommendation is: Fﬁdopted O Not Adopted
f joint referral, Aid not support recommendation.
, raineegerogmyf ) [
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: ] A '/ <

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




