
% STAND. COM. REP. NO. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR 0 5 2015 
RE : S.B. No. 533 

S.D. 1 

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2015 
State of Hawaii 

Madam : 

Your Committee on Judiciary and Labor, to which was referred 
S.B. No. 533, S.D. 1, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

purpose and intent of this measure is to: 

Provide the news media, under the supervision of 
emergency management personnel, reasonable access to 
areas that are closed pursuant to emergency management 
powers of the Governor or Mayor; 

Indemnify the State and counties from any damage or 
injury to a person or property as a result of any news 
media entering an area closed pursuant to emergency 
management powers of the Governor or Mayor; and 

Designate a pool writer, pool photographer, and pool 
videographer to gather and disseminate information when 
full access to the area closed pursuant to emergency 
management powers of the Governor or Mayor cannot be 
reasonably granted. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from four individuals. Your Committee received testimony in 
opposition to this measure from the Department of Defense and 
Hawaii Emergency Management Agency of the Department of Defense. 

2015-1692 SSCR SMA.doc 

1111lllllllllllllllllllll lllllllllllllllllllllllII II II lllllllllllllllllrllllllll IIIllllllllllllllllllllllI 1111 



STAND. COM. REP. NO. 
Page 2 

Your Committee finds that there have been significant events 
in the State that have affected the State's residents. The recent 
lava flow on the Big Island impacted many residents, but the news 
media was restricted from accessing areas that were closed 
pursuant to emergency management powers. As a result, the news 
media was unable to disseminate complete information to affected 
residents. This measure will allow for public safety while safely 
providing the news media with access to closed areas. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor that is attached to this report, 
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. 
No. 533, S.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Judiciary and 
Labor, 

GILBERT S.C. KEITH- 
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The Senate 
Twenty-Eighth Legislature 

State of Hawai'i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

JDL 

I Bill / Resolution No.:* I Committee Referral: I Date: , 

I 0 The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

I If so, then the previous decision was to: 

Pass, unamended 0 Pass, with amendments 0 Hold 0 Recommit 

Members I Excused 

231 2 231 1 231 0 231 3 

KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (C) I I 
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. (VC) I ,/ I I I 
ESPERO, Will 
GABBARD, Mike 

IHARA, Jr., Les J 
THIELEN, Laura H. /- 
SLOM, Sam r /  

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
Revised: 11/12/14 


