STAND. COM. REP. NO. Zq!

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 18 201
RE: S.B. No. 523
S.D. 1

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim
President of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015

State of Hawaiil

Madam:

Your Committees on Government Operations and Economic
Development and Technology, to which was referred S.B. No. 523
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FAIR PUBLIC ACCESS,"
beg leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Authorize the Governor to establlsh a Statewide Fair
Access Commission;

(2) Require the Statewide Fair Access Commission and the
Joint Legislative Access Committee to review, evaluate,
and make recommendations for improving the level of
access by neighbor island and rural Oahu residents. to
proceedings, ‘information, and services of government;
and

(3) Appropriate funds to carry out the work of the Statewide
Fair Access Commission.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Information Management and Technology. Your
Committees received comments on this measure from the League of
Women Voters of Hawaii. ’

Your Committees find that public access to government is
fundamental to the democratic process. Due to the State's
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geography and the fact that most government functions are
clustered.in the urban core of Honolulu, it is necessary to go to
additional lengths to ensure access to state government by
residents of Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii Counties.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the Governor is responsible for fair
access to the Executive Branch of government;

(2) Clarifying that the Statewide Fair Access Commission
would address public access to the Executive Branch of
government;

{(3) Replacing the terms "audio and video broadcasts" with
the terms "electronic broadcasts and on-demand
electronic recordings";

(4) Deleting the proviso concerning Judiciary determination
of which Judiciary records are not subject to public
disclosure; and

{5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Government Operations and Economic Development and
Technology that are attached to this report, your Committees are
in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 523, as amended
herein, and recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form
attached hereto as S.B. No. 523, S.D. 1, and be referred to the
Committees on Judiciary and Labor and Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Government
Operations and Economic
Development and Technology,

GLE AT,/ Chair DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ,\§Q§§
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The Senate
Twenty-Eighth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Government Operations
GVO
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
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|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recommendation is:
D Pass, unamended |Z| Pass, with amendments D Hold |:| Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
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TOKUDA, Jill N. v
SLOM, Sam v
TOTAL 3 2
Recommendation: .
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Revised: 11/12/14
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