STAND. COM. REP. NO. w7

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 05 2015
RE: S.B. No. 509
S.D. 1

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim
President of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015

State of Hawaii

Madam:

Your Committee on Judiciary and Labor, to which was referred
S.B. No. 509 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS, "

begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Attorney General to prepare a statement for
each proposed constitutional amendment in plain English
that indicates the purpose, limitations, and effects of
the proposed amendment;

(2) Require the Attorney General to distribute each
statement to the Office of Elections and all county
clerks for further distribution; and

(3) Require the Office of Elections and county clerks to
make each statement available to the public in all
physical or online sites where they make proposed
constitutional amendment questions available to the
public.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the League of Women Voters, Common Cause Hawaii, and three
individuals. :
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Your Committee finds that there are voters who fail to vote
on proposed constitutional amendments because they are unaware of
the proposed constitutional amendments or do not understand the
meaning, purpose, or impact of the proposed constitutional
amendments. This measure will assist in voter education efforts
and help voters better understand the proposed constitutional
amendments and gain a higher comfort level when voting on those
ballot questions.

Your Committee has amended this measure by inserting an
effective date of January 7, 2059.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary and Labor that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.
No. 509, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 509, S.D. 1, and
be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary and
Labor,

&S, AC. Beolillpge~

GILBERT S.C. KEITH@N, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Eighth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Judiciary and Labor

JDL
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
5B 509 JPL 2 /5’//(

|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

[ ] Pass, unamended @/Pass, with amendments [ | Hold [ | Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (C) v
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. (VC) e
ESPERO, Wil >
GABBARD, Mike o
IHARA, Jr., Les e
THIELEN, Laura H. v
SLOM, Sam "

TOTAL { 2

Recommendation: /

S |z Adopted D Not Adopted
Chair’s or De*signe'e’s Signature:

| A4
Distribution:: .. - Original < Yellow Pink Goldenrod

‘ File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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