
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 22/12 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEE 1 8 2016 
RE: S.B. No. 3115 

S.D. 1 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2016 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committees on Transportation and Energy and Public 
Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs, to which was 
referred S . B .  No. 3115 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO TAXICABS," 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to authorize the 
counties to: 

(1) Conduct background checks for criminal history for 
applicants for taxicab drivers' certificates; and 

(2) Require applicants to submit fingerprints to 
governmental agencies for background checks of the 
applicant. 

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Department of Customer Services of the City and County of 
Honolulu and one individual. Your Committees received comments on 
this measure from the Department of the Attorney General. 

Your Committees find that section 46-16.5, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes, authorizes the counties to protect the public health, 
safety, and welfare by licensing, controlling, and regulating 
public passenger vehicle services, including the picking up and 
discharging of passengers from various unrelated locations by 
taxicabs. In accordance with this authority, the counties have 
adopted ordinances and administrative rules addressing the 
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supervision, regulation, and control of the transporting of 
passengers or property for hire in a taxicab, including criminal 
background checks for applicants of taxicab drivers' certificates 
and are used in determining whether an applicant may pose a danger 
to the health, safety, or welfare of the traveling public. 

Your Committees further find that there is uncertainty as to 
whether the counties have the authority to access the database of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation's or other agencies databases 
in order to conduct nationwide criminal background checks on 
applicants for taxicabs drivers' certificates. 

Your Committees have amended this measure on the 
recommendati'on of the Attorney General by: 

(1) Conforming the authorization for every county to conduct 
criminal history record checks on taxicab drivers and 
applicants for taxicab drivers' certificates to the 
preferred protocol of the Hawaii Criminal Justice Data 
Center; and 

( 2 )  Deleting the requirement for submission of fingerprints 
from applicants. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Transportation and Energy and Public Safety, 
Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs that are attached to this 
report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose 
of S.B. No. 3115, as amended herein, and recommend that it pass 
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 3115, 
S . D .  1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary and Labor. 

Respectfully submitted on 
'.behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Transportation 
and Energy and Public Safety, 
Intergovernmental, and Military 
Affairs, 

i - 
CMENCE K. NISHIHARA, Chair LORRAINE R. INOUYE?,/ Chair/ 
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