CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. gq.’ -16

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR 7 8 20%
RE: S.B. No. 2981
S.D. 1
H.D. 1
C.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kcuchi
Presgsident of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016

State of Hawaii

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-REighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016

State of Hawaii

Sirs:

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the
Senate to the amendments proposed by the House of Representatives in
S.B. No. 2981, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATICHN,"

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to
recommend and dcoes recommend to the respective Houses the final
passage of this bill in an amended form.

The purpose of this measure is to:
(1) Recognize American Sign Language as a world language; and

{2) Allow students who pass courses in American Sign Language
to receive credit for those courses toward satisfaction of
graduation requirements for world language.

Your Committee on Conference finds that American Sign Language
is a vital part of the linguistic heritage of the State.
Familiarity and proficiency in American Sign Language benefits
hearing impaired and non-impaired individuals by allowing easier,
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more efficient communication and exchange of ideas. Additionally,
research indicates that individuals with disabilities other than
hearing impairment learn and gain proficiency in American Sign
Language more guickly than in other languages such as Chinese or
Spanish.

Your Committee on Conference has amended this measure by:
(1) Changing the effective date to upon approval; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B, No. 2981, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B.

No. 2981, sS.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on behalf
of the managers:

ON THE PART CF THE HOUSE ON THE PART QF THE SENATE

TAKASHI OHNO, Co-Chair MICHELLEJ;?%fiiijihgjhalr

KYLE T. YAMASHITA Co-Chair GIL RIVIERE, Co-Chair
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Hawaii State Legislature

Record of Votes of a
Conference Committee

CrBd-b

Bill / Concurrent Resolution No.:

SB2981,SD 1,HD 1

Date/T ime:_
H-2-9-4L

204 Pm

E, The recommendation of the House and Senate managers is to pass with amendments (CD).

O The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision.

D The recommendation of the Senate Manager(s) is to AGREE D The recommendation of the House Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the House amendments made to the Senate Measure to the Senate amendments made to the House Measure.
Senate Managers AyWR|N|E House Managers A|JWR|INJ|E
KIDANTI, Michelle N., Chr. / v OHNO, Takashi, Co-Chr. /
RIVIERE, Gil, Co-Chr. / p YAMASHITA, Kyle T., Co-Chr. /
KAHELE, Kaiali'i / TOKIOKA, James Kunane /)
MATSUMOTO, Lauren Kealohilani /
TOTAL %) TOTAL r
A =Aye WR = Aye with Reservations N = Nay E= iixcused
Senate Recogzéﬁdation is: House Recommendation is:
Adopted L Not Adopted Adopted L) Not Adopted
Senate Lead Chalr s or Dem%nee s Signature: House Lead Chair's or Designee's Signature:
[ .
Distribution: Orlgmal Yellgw Pink Goldenrod
File with Conference Conunittee Report House Clerk's Office Senate Clerk’s Office Drafting Agency




