
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -16

Honolulu, Hawaii

Aipy’i ~ 2016

RE: S.B. No. 2647
S.D. 1
H.D. 2

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B. No.
2647, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO NATURAL RESOURCES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to protect animal species that
are threatened with extinction by prohibiting the illegal
trafficking of products or parts from protected animal species.
This measure seeks to improve coordination between state and other
government authorities as encouraged in section 1830-8, Hawaii
Revised Statutes, and to remove any potential conflicts of law
that unintentionally make Hawaii an attractive market for illegal
wildlife trafficking by:

(1) Prohibiting the sale, offering to sell, possession with
the intent to sell, purchase, trade, or barter of any
part or product from various protected terrestrial and
marine animal species;

(2) Requiring the Board of Land and Natural Resources to
concur in the prohibition for listed marine animals,
sharks, and rays;

(3) Providing exceptions to the prohibition for traditional
cultural practices that are protected by the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii;
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(4) Establishing the requirement for the bona fide antiques
exception to the prohibition that the protected animal
species part or product shall be a fixed component or
components of a larger manufactured item of which the
animal species part or product is not the primary source
of value;

(5) Permitting the transfer of covered animal species parts
or products to a legal beneficiary of an estate, trust,
or other inheritance;

(6) Including guns and knives in the list of exceptions to
the prohibition if the protected animal species portion
comprises less than 20 percent of.the gun or knife;

(7) Imposing penalties for violations of the prohibition on
trafficking protected animal parts and products; and

(8) Authorizing the Department of Land and Natural Resources
to adopt rules to implement and enforce the measure.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare, Wildlife
Conservation Society, Natural Resources Defense Council, Born Free
USA, U.S. Friends of the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, NSEFU
Wildlife Conservation Foundation, The Humane Society of the United
States, Humane Society International, Hawaiian Humane Society,
Apollo Kauai Zero Waste Kauai, Animal Rights Hawaii, Vulcan, Inc.,
Surfrider Foundation, Keiko Conservation, March for Elephants,
Wilc3Aid, Sierra Club of Hawaii, and many concerned individuals
testified in support of this measure. The National Rifle
Association of America, Lahaina Scrimshaw, Knife Rights, Inc.,
Whaler’s Locker, Inc., and several concerned individuals testified
in opposition. The Department of the Attorney General, Department
of Land and Natural Resources, United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, and one concerned individual provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Recognizing the federal laws relating to the protection
of certain marine animals including sharks and rays;

(2) Deleting the requirement that the Board of Land and
Natural Resources concur with the protection of species
that are designated by federal law;
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(3) Deleting intrastate sales from the application of this
measure;

(4) Defining “covered animal species part or product” to
mean any item that contains, or is wholly or partially
made from, any covered animal species;

(5) Specifying that enforcement actions may begin on June
30, 2017; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2647, S.D. 1, J-J.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Third Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2647,
S.D. 1, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

~4flcn~
KARL RHOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-eighth Legislature
kkScR i(o’U-jlo

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S$?Vfl)SDl1hbI WPt)~Tu4P O3/a9fK~,
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended (as is) _~iass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

O Pass short form bill with I-ID to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members

1. RHOADS, Karl (C)

2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. BROWER, Tom

S. CREAGAN, Richard P.

6. HASHEM, Mark J.

7. KAWAKAMI, Derek SIC.

8. LEE, Chris

9. MORIKAWA, Dee

10. NAKASIUMA, Mark M.

11. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

12. WOODSON, Justin H.

13. McDERMOTT, Bob

14. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (14)

The recommendation is: ~j4~dopted
,Xfjoint referral, did not support recommendation.

U Not Adopted

committee

Vice Chair’s or designee’s ________________________________________________________________________________________

Distribution: Original (Whit~) — Committee 1’~..—t≤iplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — FIMSO


