STAND. COM. REP. NO. 221|

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 18 2016
RE: S.B. No. 2344
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2344 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to exempt the
subsidies received directly by the applicant or recipient or
payments made on behalf of or directly to the applicant or
recipient from the section 8 housing voucher program of the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development for purposes of
qualifying for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) .

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from one individual. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from the Department of Human Services.
Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Department of the Attorney General.

Your Committee finds that an individual who has section 8
housing voucher program payments made directly to a landlord or
mortgagee on behalf of the individual should not lose eligibility
to participate in SNAP merely because the individual fails to meet
the income requirement due to the inclusion of the section 8
benefit. The Department of the Attorney General testified that
under federal regulations, United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development vendor payments, which would include the housing
payments made directly to the landlord or mortgagee on behalf of
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the recipient, would be excluded from a household's income
calculation for SNAP eligibility purposes, while subsidies
received directly by the applicant or recipient are not excluded
from an applicant's or recipient's income for SNAP eligibility

pPUrposes .

Your Committee has therefore amended this measure by deleting
language exempting from income subsidies that are received
directly by the applicant or recipient.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2344, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2344, S.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

| %W‘ Chwnn Qobdant

SUZANNE CHUN OAKLAND, Chair

2016-1217 SSCR SMA.doc

A GRAROR TR AAM DA



The Senate
Twenty-Eighth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes
Committee on Human Services
HMS

Committee Referral: Date:

Hms  WAM

Bill / Resolution No.:*

Sh 2394

2/11/14

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

[ ] Pass, unamended %Pass, with amendments [ | Hold Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne (C) Y
RIVIERE, Gil (VC) X
GREEN, Josh A
HARIMOTO, Breene X
RUDERMAN, Russell E. X |
THIELEN, Laura H. 5
SLOM, Sam X
/
TOTAL T O Fe) i
Recommendation:

.Q&\dopted

[] Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:

Yellow Pink
Clerk's Office Drafting Agency

Distribution: Original

Fite with Committee Report

Goldenrod

Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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