STAND, COM. REP. NO. zzqs

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 8 2016
RE: S.B. No. 2311
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
Pregident of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred 8.B.
No. 2311 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to repeal section
586-10.5, Hawaii Revised Statutesg, which requires, among other
things:

(1} Family courts to report to the Department of Human
Services in each case where a temporary restraining
order is sought for the alleged abuse of a family or
‘household member who is a minor or incapacitated person;
and

(2) The Department of Human Services to investigate each
allegation of domestic violence and submit a written
report to the family courts in advance of the hearing on
the temporary restraining order.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Human Services, Hawaii State Commission on
the Status of Women, Hawaii State Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, Domestic Violence Action Center, and two individuals.
Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this measure
from the Judiciary of the State of Hawaii.
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Your Committee finds that under section 350-1.1 Hawaii
Revised Statutes (HRS), employees or officers of any law
enforcement agency, including the courts, must report immediately
to the Department of Human Services all cases where they have
reason to believe that child abuse or neglect has occurred or that
there exists a substantial risk that child abuse or neglect may
occur in the reasonably foreseeable future. Pursuant to section
346-224, HRS, they must also report to the Department of Human
Services if they have reason to believe that a vulnerable adult
has incurred abuse or is in danger. Your Committee finds that
families experiencing domestic violence should have access to
protective orders and other domestic services, and that referral
from the family courts to the Department of Human Services is cmne
expedient way to access those much needed services.

Your Committee also finds that amendments are necessary to
align this measure with reporting requirements already in statute
and to clarify that the reporting will not be automatic, but done
after the employee or officer of the law enforcement agency has
evaluated each case on an individual basis.

Your Committee has therefore amended this measure by:

(1) Amending section 586-10.5, HRS, rather than repealing it
entirely, to clarify circumstances in which the family
courts report to the Department of Human Services and
align the language in section 586-10.5, HRS, to conform
to the reporting requirements in chapters 350 and 5S87A
and section 346-224, HRS, which the family courts
currently follow; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2311, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S§.B. No. 2311, S8.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Judiciary and Labor.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

haawd/ Cpwun Qabdan¥__

SUZANNE CHUN OAKLAND, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Eighth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Human Services
HMS

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
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|:| The Commitiee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
Pass, unamended ﬂ Pass, with amendments [ | Hold [ | Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne (C) S
RIVIERE, Gil (VC) N
GREEN, Josh ‘)c
HARIMOTO, Breene ( N
RUDERMAN, Russell E. K
THIELEN, Laura H. =<
SLOM, Sam Y
TOTAL & @ O |

—

Recommendation:
g\Adopted ' D Not Adopted

Chair's or Designee’s Signature-:ﬁ
~
" -

Distribution: Qriginal Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
Revised: 6/4/15



