
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 1220
Honolulu, Hawaii

Itnrclirr , 2015
RE: 5.3. No. 1154

Honorable Joseph N. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred S.B. No. 1154 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE LIQUOR COW’IISSION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to reduce, from forty-five to
thirty days, the minimum time between notice of a public hearing
and the date the hearing is held for a liquor license application
in a county with a population of five hundred thousand or more.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Liquor Commission of the City and County of Honolulu and
one individual.

Your Committee finds that obtaining a liquor license is a
crucial step for many new or expanding businesses, Currently,
liquor license applicants must wait at least forty-five days after
notice of a public hearing until the date the hearing is held.
During this forty-five day period, an applicant may be prohibited
from opening or expanding their business because the liquor
license has not yet been approved. As a result, the applicant may
not be able to hire staff and generate revenue required for the
applicant to undertake the capital investment necessary for the
new or expanded business. Reducing the required wait time from
forty-five days to thirty days between notice and hearing would
expedite the process to obtain a liquor license and benefit
Hawaii’s economy by more quickly generating additional revenue
streams for businesses.
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Your Committee also finds that the public hearing process to
comment on liquor license applications is a valuable community
tool. Communities have the ability to shape their neighborhoods
by presenting opposition to, or support of, a liquor license
application. Your Committee believes that thirty days is
sufficient notice to alert communities in larger, more urban
counties, of a public hearing on a liquor license application and
gather community support or opposition.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 1154 and recommends that it be referred to the
Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

~cKELVEY,Ch
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-eighth Legislature 145cR 220
Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

BillfResolntion No.: Committee Referral: Date:

SB 11G4 Et€,CPc,jVo 031261z015
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ‘S.,~Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with I-ID to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CPC Members

1. McJCELVEY, Angus L.K. (C)

2. WOODSON, Justin H. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. BROWER, Tom

5. CREAGAN, Richard P.

6. HAR, Sharon E.

7. BASI{EM, Mark S.

8. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K.

9. LEE, Chris

10. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

11. OSHIRO, Marcus R.

12. SAN BUENAVENTURA,

13. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

14. YAMANE, Ryan I.

15. FUKUMOTO CHANG, Beth

16. McDERMOTT, Bob

The recommendation is:

cAmmittee acronym(s)
did not support reconnendation.

TOTAL 6)

“14 Adopted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral,

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: _______________________________________________________________________________

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee I ate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


