STAND. COM. REP. NO. l 24-16

Honolulu, Hawaili

Mm 3 , 2016

RE: H.B. No. 626
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016

State of Hawail

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
626 entitled:

"aA BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE POSSESSION OF FIREARMS
WHILE CONSUMING OR UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF AN INTOXICANT, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to promote public safety by
prohibiting the physical possession of any firearm while consuming
" or under the influence of an intoxicant.

The Honolulu Police Department, Ho‘omana Pono, LLC,
IMUAlliance, and three concerned individuals testified in support
of this measure. The Department of the Attorney General supports
the intent and provided comments. The National Rifle Association,
Hawaii Rifle Association, Valley Isle Sport Shooters, and many
concerned individuals testified in opposition. The Kauai Police
Department provided comments. '

Your Committee finds that 46 states have laws restricting or
prohibiting the possession of a firearm while consuming or under
the influence of alcohol and other intoxicants. Additionally,
several county law enforcement agencies have adopted policies that
prohibit their law enforcement officers from handling firearms
while consuming or under the influence of alcohol.
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Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Limiting the prohibition to drinking alcohol in public,
specifically, to the "actual physical possession of any
firearm outside of a residence, temporary residence, and
place of sojourn while consuming alcohol," thereby
deleting from the measure a broad application to all
intoxicants and all locations, including private homes;

(2) Establishing the offense as a petty misdemeanocr; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

This measure has been amended to establish reasonable
limitations on the possession of a firearm in public places while
the possessor is consuming alcochol.

It is the Committee's intent that "actual physical
possession" means that the firearm is on the person, in the
person's holster, belt, hand, briefcase, bag, backpack, or within
arm's length.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, vyour
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
626, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 626, H.D. 1, and be placed
on the calendar for Third Reading.

Regpectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judicilary,

[l Mhmk

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives H 8 CR 7-24- - , é,

The Twenty-eighth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: © (=31 [
e 2l —STwD
Q The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended (as is) F Pass, with amendments (HD) 0O Held
O Pass short form bill with HD'to recommit for future public hearing {recommit)
JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. RHOADS, Karl (C) -
2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC) d
3. BELATTI, Della Au yd
4. BROWER, Tom -
5. CREAGAN, Richard P. 7
6. HASHEM, Mark J. a
7. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K. ~
8. LEE, Chris ~
9, MORIKAWA, Dee ya
10. NAKASHIMA, Mark M. —
11. TAKAYAMA, Gregg -
12. WOODSON, Justin H. -
13. MecDERMOTT, Bob . —
14. THIELEN, Cynthia —
TOTAL (14) | > i /
The recommendation is: dopted El I\?ot Adopted l
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signatures =N 4 =
Distribution: Original (WhitF)/— Committee / Duy/cate = Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
i L





