STAND. COM. REP. NO. lazb

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 2 5 2015
RE: H.B. No. 440
H.D. 1

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim
President of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015

State of Hawaii

Madam:

Your Committee on Water and Land, to which was referred H.B.
No. 440, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to provide funding
for projects undertaken in accordance with watershed management
plans; equipment for fire, natural disaster, and emergency
response; and forest and outdoor recreation improvement.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; State Fire
Council; Kauail Fire Department; Coordinating Group on Alien Pest
Species; Big Island Invasive Species Committee; Kauai Invasive
Species Committee; O‘ahu Invasive Species Committee; Hawai‘i Green
Growth; Conservation Council for Hawai‘i; The Nature Conservancy;
Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii; Kauai Watershed Alliance;
Dole Food Co. Hawaii; and five individuals.

Your Committee finds that protecting and restoring Hawaii's
forests are critical for climate-change resiliency on many levels.
In addition to increasing supplies of fresh water, forests also
reduce stress on coral reefs and fisheries by preventing erosion.

Your Committee further finds that Hawaii's responders need
access to new technologies developed to increase efficiency and
the effectiveness of detection and response to these types of
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natural disasters that affect natural environments as well as
public safety.

Your Committee further finds that trails, public access, and
other infrastructure allow the people of Hawaii to experience the
islands' natural environment. Statewide improvements are needed
to address the deteriorating conditions of these trails,
particularly high-use trails frequented by visitors. Furthermore,
development, particularly in rural areas, can restrict access
points for the public to hike, gather, and hunt in public lands.
Funding is needed to improve the infrastructure and access
necesgsary to connect people to the natural environment, which
provides so many benefits to the health of Hawaii's people and
economy .

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water and Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.

No. 440, H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water and Land,

e 7t

LAURX H.” THIELEN, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Eighth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Water and Land

WTL
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
WP 440 , ¥\ WTL , WhAM 02\ 1S

|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

if so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

|:/|/Pass, unamended |:| Pass, with amendments |:| Hold I:l Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members ' Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

THIELEN, Laura H. (C) v
GALUTERIA, Brickwood (VC) v’
IHARA, Jr., Les v
RIVIERE, Gil v
RUDERMAN, Russell E. v
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. v
SLOM, Sam v

TOTAL < >
Recommendation:

[/]/Adopted [ ] Not Adopted
Chair’'s or Designee’s Signature:
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised
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