
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘7_,44ti6
nolulu, Haw ii

2016

RE: H.B. No. 2756
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph N. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2756 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO A PORT AUTHORITY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to increase the efficient
operation, management, and oversight of Hawaii’s small boat
harbors and small airports by, among other things:

(1) Establishing the Hawaii Port Authority, which will
assume the functions, duties, and responsibilities of
the Department of Transportation and Department of Land
and Natural Resources in setting statewide policy on all
matters relating to small boat harbors and small
airports; and

(2) Appropriating funds for the establishment of the Hawaii
Port Authority.

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, Airport
Concessionaires Committee, Ocean Tourism Coalition, and Airlines
Committee of Hawaii testified in support of this measure. The
Department of Budget and Finance and Hawaii Shippers’ Council
testified in opposition to this measure.

Hawaii’s geography and isolation in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean makes its transportation network essential to the State.
Currently, Hawaii’s numerous harbors and airports fall under the
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jurisdiction of several agencies, including the Department of
Transportation, which oversees and regulates commercial harbors
and all airports statewide, and the Department of Land and Natural
Resources, which oversees small boat harbors. This
multijurisdictional situation has resulted in inefficiencies and
conflicts that are difficult to resolve between agencies. Your
Committee finds that creating a Hawaii Port Authority to oversee
and manage a statewide system of small boat harbors and airports
may be the answer to solving some of these issues.

However, your Committee notes that concerns were raised about
the inclusion of small boat harbors under the jurisdiction of a
port authority. Accordingly, your Committee has amended this
measure by:

(1) Removing small boat harbors from the jurisdiction of the
Hawaii Port Authority and making technical amendments to
reflect this change;

(2) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2116, to
facilitate further discussion; and

(3) Making additional technical, nonsubstantive amendments
for clarity, consistency, and style.

While your Committee understands that this is a work in
progress and more discussion needs to occur on this matter, this
measure deserves further consideration.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2756, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2756, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Water & Land.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

~.AINo,cir
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ci lug—. I $~

The Twenty-eighth Legislature ‘Y

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

Hr~fla45’(~ TQVuWAL,pivi
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ,~‘Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with lID to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. AQUINO, Henry J.C. (C)

2. LoPRESTI, Matthew S. (VC)

3. I-JAR, Sharon E.

4. ICHJYAMA, Linda

5. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling

6. KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett

7. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

8. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A.

9. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

10. TAKUMI, Roy M. -<

11. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. 4

12. TUPOLA, Andria P.L.

TOTAL (12)

The recommendation is: ~Adopted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
.4 committee acronym(s)

cZ7ZL~_-~rt
Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: /‘ 45VV7

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicat/yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — FIMSO
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