
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -16

Honolulu, Hawaii
f~1~t,E~L~ 2016

RE: H.B. No. 1653
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
1653 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ELECTIONS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to adopt elections by mail for
the entire State by expanding the procedures used for absentee
voting to transition all voters to permanent absentee status by
2022. The transition to all mail elections will occur
incrementally as follows: the County of Kauai in 2018; the County
of Hawaii and County of Maui in 2020; and all counties in 2022.

The Office of Elections, Maui Of Lice of the County Clerk,
Kauai Office of the County Clerk, Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
Common Cause Hawaii, The League of Women Voters of Hawaii, and two
concerned individuals testified in support of this measure. The
Honolulu Office of the City Clerk provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Providing a means for the voter to correct an error or
discrepancy with the signature on the return envelope of
the ballot;

(2) Requiring a person who registers to vote to acknowledge
that providing false information is a class C felony;
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(3) Repealing the Election Day state holiday, effective
January 1, 2022; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
style, and consistency.

Your Committee finds that increased citizen participation in
the electoral process is a crucial component of maintaining a
successful democracy. This measure would reduce hurdles for voter
participation by allowing the convenience of voting by mail.

The elimination of the Election Day state holiday is not
intended to impact any collective bargaining agreements.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1653, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1653, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-eighth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

HSC4Z4-SPiC,

BilllResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (ED) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with FD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members

1. RHOADS, Karl (C)

2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC)

3. BELATTJ, Della Au

4. BROWER, Tom

5. CREAGAN, Richard P.

6. HASHEM, Mark J.

7. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K.

8. LEE, Chris

9. MORIKAWA, Dee

10. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

TOTAL (14)

The recommendation is: opted
Ifjoint referral,

U Not Adopted
did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

11. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

12. WOODSON, Justin H.

13. McDERMOTT, Bob

14. THIELEN, Cynthia

Vice Chair’s or designee’s sj~Pat11i~ .e~t”Z27 —
Distribution: Original (~ñje) — Committee ,0CM≤ate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s OffIce Duplicate (Pink) — HIvISO


