
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -16

Honolulu, Hawaii

4~Jj,~p~”~ , 2016

RE: H.E. No. 1640
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred H.B. No.
1640 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Address an underlying cause of homelessness in the State
by requiring the Department of Labor and Industrial
Relations to establish a stipend program for unemployed
persons currently enrolled in job training programs;

(2) Encourage landlords to rent to Section 8 tenants by
requiring the Department of Commerce and Consumer
Affairs to establish a program that offers dwelling
insurance policies for landlords renting to Section 8
tenants; and

(3) Encourage owners of real property to sell to first-time
homebuyers by establishing a tax credit for sellers who
convey an interest in real property to a qualified
first-time homebuyer.

Hawaii Youth Services Network and several individuals
supported this measure. The Hawaii Public Housing Authority and
Hawaii Association of Realtors supported the intent of this
measure. The Department of the Attorney General, Department of
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Labor and Industrial Relations, Department of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs, Department of Taxation, and Tax Foundation of
Hawaii provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Appropriating an unspecified amount to the Department of
Labor and Industrial Relations to:

(A) Establish a stipend program for qualified
individuals in job training programs; and

(B) Establish an unspecified number of positions to
administer the program;

(2) Requiring the Hawaii Public Housing Authority, rather
than the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs, to
establish a program to offer dwelling insurance policies
to landlords that rent their property to Section 8
tenants;

(3) Appropriating an unspecified amount to the Hawaii Public
Housing Authority to:

(A) Establish the program that offers dwelling
insurance policies to landlords renting to Section
8 tenants; and

(B) Establish an unspecified number of positions to
administer the program;

(4) Removing the part that established a conveyance tax
credit for owners of real property selling to first-time
home buyers;

(5) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

Should the Committee on Finance deliberate on this measure,
your Committee on Housing respectfully requests that it consider
examining what amount of funding and positions are needed for:

(1) The stipend program for qualified individuals enrolled
in job training programs; and
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(2) The program offering insurance policies to landlords
renting to Section 8 tenants.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1640, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1640, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

MARK J. S EM, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-eighth Legislature (4SLR iS4—16
Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

~oI7r: J7z~nflueeRef%~fr ~ Date: ~yJ t/%~
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with H to recommit for ftnure public hearing (recommit)

USG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C)

2. JORDAN, Jo (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. CREAGAN, Richard P.

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

6. MORIKAWA, Dee

7. OSHIRO, Marcus R.

8. FUKUMOTO CHANG, Beth

TOTAL (8) / & 2—
The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted

If j mt referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


