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March 30, 2015

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
And Members of the Committee on Human Services and Housing

TESTIMONY IN SUPPPORT OF SCR 92/SR 46 REQUESTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION ON THE NUMBER OF INSTANCES WHERE A
MINOR PARENT OR PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN RECEIVE
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, that supports the intent of SCR 92/SR 46.

Teen parents and their children face many challenges. By age 22, only 50%
of teen mothers have graduated from high school. Nationally, 80% receive
TANF benefits in the 10 years following the birth of the child. There is no
local data currently available on the use in Hawaii of public assistance
benefits by minor parents and their children. Local data is needed in order to
identify needs and help young parents become successful parents.

HYSN recognizes the beneficial role of the extended family in assisting
minor parents in child rearing and the costs to taxpayers of providing TANF
benefits to teen parents and their children.

There is potential for conflict when grandparents are providing financial
support to a minor parent and her child. Under Hawalii law, the minor parent
is the legal guardian of her child. She is responsible and is legally entitled to
make decisions regarding the child’s health and well-being. At the same
time, the minor parent is still under the guardianship of her own parents,
Hawaii does not have process for emancipation under these circumstances.

Grandparents who are providing financial support to the minor parent and
her child often believe that they are the legal guardians of both their own
child and the grandchild, and want to disregard or override the plans and
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decisions of the minor parent. Thus, there may be times when it is not in the best interests of
the minor parent or her child for the grandparents to provide financial and other support.
Any efforts to change provision of TANF benefits and other public assistance to minor
parents and their children should take this into consideration.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

W/W

Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director
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