
SCR64 
Measure Title: 

ENCOURAGING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO MODIFY ITS MEDICATION 
ADMINISTRATION POLICY SO THAT ALL STUDENTS AFFECTED BY ANAPHYLAXIS 
WILL HAVE MORE EFFICIENT ACCESS TO AUTO-INJECTABLE EPINEPHRINE.  

Report Title:  Department of Education; Medication Administration; Auto-Injectable Epinephrine  

Description:  
 

Companion: 
 

Package: None  

Current Referral:  EDU, WAM  

Introducer(s): 
DELA CRUZ, CHUN OAKLAND, GABBARD, KIDANI, Galuteria, Harimoto, Inouye, 
Kahele, Kouchi, Nishihara, Shimabukuro, Wakai  

 

Sort by 
Date 

  Status Text 

3/10/2015 S Offered. 

3/13/2015 S Referred to EDU, WAM. 

3/13/2015 S 
The committee(s) on EDU has scheduled a public hearing on 03-18-15 1:30PM in 
conference room 229. 
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KATHRYN S. MATAYOSHI
SUPERINTENDENT      

 Date: 03/18/2015
Time: 01:30 PM
Location: 229
Committee: Senate Education

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Resolution: SCR 064  ENCOURAGING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO 
MODIFY ITS MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION POLICY SO THAT ALL 
STUDENTS AFFECTED BY ANAPHYLAXIS WILL HAVE MORE 
EFFICIENT ACCESS TO AUTO-INJECTABLE EPINEPHRINE.

Purpose of 
Resolution:

Department's Position:
In recognition of the needs of students afflicted with Asthma and Anaphylaxis, the Department 
has developed internal policies and procedures designed to facilitate safe storage and 
administration of emergency rescue medication.  These policies and procedures include 
injectable epinephrine and inhalers.  

Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH) Public Health Nurses (PHNs) work closely with 
Department of Education staff volunteers, physician(s), and parents to develop an emergency 
action plan (EAP) for students who require the emergency administration of medication during 
the school day.  The EAP serves as a safety plan to ensure that volunteers know how to 
address such medical emergencies on campus.  PHNs provide training in the administration of 
injectable epinephrine and other rescue medications to Department of Education staff 
volunteers.  Upon request, PHNs also provide training for school staff and Department staff 
volunteers on recognizing and responding to students experiencing an allergic reaction.

The Department is unable to stockpile and store emergency rescue medications in an unlocked 
location.  First, a physician’s order must be obtained by the Department to receive any amount 
of injectable epinephrine which is not designated for use by a specific individual.  Second, the 
storage of such medication in an unlocked container on campus would pose a health and safety 
risk for other students on campus.

The Department recognizes the concerns regarding self-administration of emergency rescue 
medication.  Together,  the Department and DOH have collaboratively developed procedures to 
ensure children are able to administer medication independently.  A physician must attest that a 



child is mature enough to self-administer medication and, as necessary, a PHN provides direct
support for students who require training and guidance.  In some situations, the monitoring of a 
student’s self-administration of medication by a trained adult on campus, such as a School 
Health Aide, has also been deemed necessary and appropriate.  For many children with lifelong 
medical conditions the self-administration of medication is an important life skill, since allergic 
reactions may occur at any time and in a range of settings.

The Department has current policies and procedures in place to address the requests made in 
this resolution.  Thus, we respectfully submit this resolution and a report is not needed and ask 
this measure be held in committee.  Further, the Department notes related subject legislation 
moving through both the Senate and House committees.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony regarding SCR 64.
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