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Chair Kahale, Vice Chair English and Members of the Senate Committee.

The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) supports
the intent of SCR 201, which requests the Governor’s approval to establish a sister-state
relationship between the State of Hawaii and Hokkaido, Japan.

In 2006, the Legislature established the Hawaii Sister State Committee. Its responsibility
includes recommending to the Governor and the Legislature on proposed sister state
relationships. Accordingly, the Hawaii Sister State Committee has developed an application and
process for entities seeking to establish a sister state relationship with the State of Hawaii. After
review of a completed application, the Committee forwards its recommendation to the Governor
and the Legislature for their review and decision.

We recommend that those entities pursuing a sister state relationship between the State of

Hawaii and Hokkaido follow the process established by the Legislature.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.
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