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Comments: The Department of Education (Department) recognizes the role and value
 that standardized tests and data plays in ensuring that students graduate equipped
 for college or career success. Recent transformation efforts include not only updated
 assessments but also internationally-benchmarked standards, more rigorous diploma
 requirements and robust teacher evaluations. The Smarter Balanced assessment
 being implemented in spring 2015 was developed to align to the Common Core State
 Standards with the goal of providing information for teachers and schools to improve
 instruction and help students succeed. The assessment also: - Was developed with
 participation from over 2000 teachers and higher education faculty from 30 states -
 Includes accommodations and supports to ensure special populations of students
 (E.g., ELL, SPED, etc.) have a fair and accurate estimate of achievement - Contains
 interim assessments which allow school personnel to inform instruction and
 educational decision making for optimal student outcomes A critical priority strategy
 of the Department’s strategic plan identifies data teams, which utilize standardized
 test data, as a key element in achieving student success. Lastly, the Department
 convenes a Technical Advisory Committee, comprised of 5 independent national
 psychometric experts, to provide guidance on testing protocols, process and integrity
 of the assessments utilized by the Department. As the Department is addressing the
 standardized testing issues identified in the resolution, we respectfully suggest SCR
 200 is not necessary Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this
 matter. 
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