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Aloha Chair Agaran, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and members of the committee: 
  
My name is Calvin, I am the President and owner of Ace Auto Glass, Inc. I am writing in support of 
the nomination of Kerry Komatsubara to the Hawaii Labor Relations Board.  
  
I met Kerry many year ago through my dad, Frank Tamaye, who was the President of Ace Auto Glass, 
Inc. at the time. Since I got to know Kerry, he has helped me from time to time with legal issues, but 
perhaps more importantly, he has been a good advisor when it comes to providing guidance in 
business affairs, especially with regards to employer-employee relationships. We employ 46 people 
in Hawaii and this is an important aspect of our business. 
  
Whenever I work with Kerry on employment issues, he always emphasizes the importance of 
striking the proper balance between the needs and rights of the employer and the workers. He has 
consistently provided helpful insight into the maintenance of good workplace morals, which my 
customers intuitively recognize and appreciate. 
  
Kerry reminds me that certain core values make a lot of difference in maintaining good morals and 
positive relationships with employees. He often speaks about fairness and the importance of mutual 
respect between workers and the employer. I have taken this philosophy to heart and I truly believe 
my stores are a better place for my employees and my customers because of it. 
  
I know that Kerry would exhibit these same values in carrying out the duties and responsibilities on 
the Labor Relations Board. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to present this written testimony. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Calvin Tamaye 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE  
ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR  

 
 
 
DATE:  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015 
 
RE:  G.M. 832 – HAWAII LABOR RELATIONS BOARD, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE 

KERRY KOMATSUBARA, TERM TO EXPIRE 06-30-2018 
 
PERSON TESTIFYING:  WIL OKABE, PRESIDENT 
           HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION  
 
The Honorable Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran, Honorable Vice Chair Maile Shimabukuro 
and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii State Teachers Association (HSTA) supports G.M. 832 which submits for 
your consideration, the appointment of Mr. Kerry Komatsubara for the Representative of 
the Public Hawaii Labor Relations Board.  Mr. Komatsubara has an in depth 
background in Labor Relations.    Mr. Komatsubara brings forth more than 34 years of 
legal experience having served as an arbitrator, advisor, advocate and counsel to 
private and governmental agencies.  His experience and analytical background working 
toward solutions of distinct issues will be an asset when working on various labor 
related agreements.   
 
Mr. Komstsubara’s commitment to the community through his community service 
reflects his commitment to serving the public with integrity.   
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify and show our support for Mr. Kerry 
Komatsubara.
 



MICHAEL J. MATSUKAWA 
75-5751 Kuakini Highway, Ste. 201 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 
Telephone 329-1385 

 
April 13, 2015 

 
Hon. Keith Agaran 
Chairman 
Committee on Judiciary 
  and Labor 
State Senate 
Capitol Building 
 
    Re: GM 832 
     Kerry Komatsubara 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
 I support Kerry Komatsubara’ appointment to this important 
board.  As an attorney, I have worked with Mr. Komatsubara on 
many difficult public-related issues, including legislation, 
land use and utilities. 
 
 I have found him to have excellent analytical skills, a 
good temperament and command of legal principles and socio-
political issues that make him an excellent collegian and if 
given the opportunity for leadership, he will serve the State of 
Hawaii well. 
 
 I ask that you and your committee confirm Mr. Komatsubara’s 
appointment.  Thank you. 
 
      Yours truly, 
 
      /s/  M.J. Matsukawa 
      Michael J. Matsukawa 
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April 12, 2015 

Testimony of Nolan Ramirez Regarding Governor's Message 832 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary and Labor 

Aloha Chair Agaran, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and members of the committee: 

My name Is Nolan Ramirez, I am would like to testify in support of Kerry Komatsubara's 
nomination to the Hawai'i Labor Relations Board as the member representing the public on the 
board. 

I have known Kerry since liigh school where we played football and baseball together. Vou learn 
a lot about a person's character when you play sports with them, and I have always been 
grateful that I got to know Kerry and have been blessed to have him as a friend. 

I spent many years in sports and coaching, but one of the toughest challenges I faced was 
coaching baseball at Kahuku High School. Unlike football, baseball was not a popular sport at 
that time in Kahuku. And the team faced a lot of challenges besldes winning ballgames. 

Just getting enough kids to show up for the team was difficult. And even when there were 
enough players at the start of the season, many of the boys dropped out or didn't come to 
practices, and some even failed to show up for games. More than once, Kahuku had to forfeit 
games because there weren't enough players. 

I really needed help, and so I ask my friend Kerry if he would come out to Kahuku whenever he 
had some extra time to help me coach the pitchers. Kerry made that trip every day to each 
game and every practice. And he wasn't just a good at teaching kids how to pitch; he took an 
interest in the players as young men facing challenges on and off the field. 

There's a lot of psychology in baseba II and to be a good player you need to be strong 
emotionally as well as physically. Kerry knew this instinctively. Kids struggling on the field often 
came to him with the problems they faced at school or at home. 

He showed a lot of patience and took the time to listen and help them deal with their problems; 
as well as showing them how to throw a breaking ball. On more than one occasion, parents 
would come to the field, shake his hand and thank him for helping their son overcome a 
personal challenge. 

That was a successful year for Kahuku but not because we won a championship or any league 
titles. Our victory was that we were able to field a team. None of the boys quit the team. And 
we didn't forfeit a single game. Our players turned out dutifully and enthusiastically for practice 
and games. I know Kerry had a great deal to do with that. 





 

 
 

THE HAWAII STATE SENATE 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature 
Regular Session of 2015 
 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 
The Honorable Senator, Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran Chair 
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TESTIMONY ON GM832 FOR THE NOMINATION OF KERRY KOMATSUBARA TO THE 

HAWAII LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
 

By DAYTON M. NAKANELUA, 
State Director of the United Public Workers, 

AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO (“UPW”) 
 

 My name is Dayton M. Nakanelua and I am the State Director of the United Public Workers, AFSCME, 
Local 646, AFL-CIO (UPW).  The UPW is the exclusive representative for approximately 14,000 public 
employees, which include blue collar, non-supervisory employees in Bargaining Unit 1 and institutional, health 
and correctional employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and various counties. The UPW also 
represents about 1,500 members of the private sector. 
 
 The UPW supports the nomination of Kerry Komatsubara to the Hawaii Labor Relations Board 
(HLRB). Mr. Komatsubara is a well-respected attorney. As an arbitrator, the UPW has worked with Mr. 
Komatsubara and know him to be knowledgeable and experienced in federal and state employment laws. He is 
well respected by his colleagues and clients who have worked with him. 
 
 Mr. Komatsubara possesses the dedication and commitment to address difficult issues related to labor 
relations and, more importantly, the ability to make sound decisions. He recognizes the necessity that laws, 
regulations, and governance must be balanced with the needs and interests of government and the public. Mr. 
Komatsubara is a responsible and responsive decision-maker who is careful to study the issues and relevant 
facts before making judgment. 
 
 We ask for the consideration of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor in approving this nomination. 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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