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Statement of 


Daniel E. Orodenker


Executive Officer


Land Use Commission

Before the


Senate Committee on Water and Land

April 15, 2015

2:45 PM


State Capitol, Conference Room 224

In consideration of 

GM815

SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION THE LAND USE COMMISSION, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE,

KENT M. HIRANAGA,


for a term to expire 6-30-2016

Chair Thielen, Vice Chair Galuteria, and members of the Committee on Water and Land:

The Land Use Commission is in support of Kent Hiranaga’s appointment as the Governor’s nominee for the Maui seat on the State Land Use Commission.


Kent has been an interim director for several months and has shown himself to be a valuable and thoughtful commissioner.  With deep roots in the Maui community he has shown himself to be a good advocate for Maui and well aware of the implications of decisions on the Maui system.  His experience on the Planning Commission for Maui also provides insights into Maui County needs and requirements and what planned growth means for the counties in relation to State policy.


Kent has shown himself to be insightful and a valued member of the commission.


Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.
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Statement of  

Daniel E. Orodenker 

Executive Officer 

Land Use Commission 

 

Before the 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

April 15, 2015 

2:45 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

 

In consideration of  

 

GM815 

SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION THE LAND USE 

COMMISSION, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, 

KENT M. HIRANAGA, 

for a term to expire 6-30-2016 

 

 

Chair Thielen, Vice Chair Galuteria, and members of the Committee on Water and Land: 

 

The Land Use Commission is in support of Kent Hiranaga’s appointment as the 

Governor’s nominee for the Maui seat on the State Land Use Commission. 

 

Kent has been an interim director for several months and has shown himself to be a 

valuable and thoughtful commissioner.  With deep roots in the Maui community he has shown 

himself to be a good advocate for Maui and well aware of the implications of decisions on the 

Maui system.  His experience on the Planning Commission for Maui also provides insights into 

Maui County needs and requirements and what planned growth means for the counties in relation 

to State policy. 

 

Kent has shown himself to be insightful and a valued member of the commission. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 
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FROM:
Gladys C. BaisaDate


Councilmember[hearing date in "Month DD, YYYY" format]

SUBJECT:
HEARING[SUPPORT /OPPOSITION TO] OF [S/H]

[#]

[S/H]

[DRAFT #]

[S/H]

[DRAFT #]APRIL 15, 2015; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 815, SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KENT M. HIRANAGA, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2016 [TITLE]

I am writing to urge the Senate Committee on Water and Land to confirm the nomination of Gubernatorial Nominee Kent M. Hiranaga to the Land Use Commission, when it comes before your committee on April 15th.

Mr. Hiranaga, born and raised on Maui, is definitely an appropriate person for this appointment which represents Maui County.  I believe he has the knowledge and background to serve on this Commission.  He is dedicated and will continue to do a good job.

I strongly support his appointment with no reservations.

[document coding]

_1490442576.bin
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April 13, 2015 

 
 
TO: The Honorable Laura H. Thielen, Chair 
 Senate Committee on Water and Land 

FROM: Gladys C. Baisa 
 Councilmember 

SUBJECT: HEARING OF APRIL 15, 2015; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 815, 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE 
LAND USE COMMISSION, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KENT M. 
HIRANAGA, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2016  

 
 
I am writing to urge the Senate Committee on Water and Land to confirm the 
nomination of Gubernatorial Nominee Kent M. Hiranaga to the Land Use Commission, 
when it comes before your committee on April 15th. 

Mr. Hiranaga, born and raised on Maui, is definitely an appropriate person for this 
appointment which represents Maui County.  I believe he has the knowledge and 
background to serve on this Commission.  He is dedicated and will continue to do a 
good job. 

I strongly support his appointment with no reservations. 

 
 

http://www.mauicounty.us/


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WTLTestimony
Cc: planning@mauicounty.gov
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM815 on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM
Date: Friday, April 10, 2015 4:06:49 PM
Attachments: Hiranaga Recommendation-Senator Thielen 041015.pdf

GM815
Submitted on: 4/10/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Planning County of Maui-Dept. of
 Planning Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WTLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:planning@mauicounty.gov









From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WTLTestimony
Cc: chris@hfbf.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM815 on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2015 8:36:38 PM
Attachments: HFB GM 815 Hiranaga WTL 4_15_15.pdf

GM815
Submitted on: 4/14/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Chris Manfredi Hawaii Farm Bureau Support Yes

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WTLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:chris@hfbf.org



 
 


P.O. Box 253, Kunia, Hawai’i  96759 
Phone: (808) 848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921 


e-mail info@hfbf.org; www.hfbf.org 
 


April 15, 2015 
 


HEARING BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 


 
TESTIMONY ON GM 815 


CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION, 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KENT M. HIRANAGA 


 
Room 224 
2:45 PM 


 
Aloha Chair Thielen, Vice Chair Galuteria, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Christopher Manfredi, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation (HFBF).  
Organized since 1948, the HFBF is comprised of 1,832 farm family members statewide, 
and serves as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, 
economic and educational interest of our diverse agricultural community. 
 
Hawaii Farm Bureau strongly supports the reappointment of Kent Hiragana to the 
Land Use Commission.  
 
Mr. Hiranaga has an extensive background in land use issues.  He has served on 
various Boards that provide the basis for good land use planning. His experience during 
this past term will serve him well.  For example, he was an active part of developing the 
Maui Island Plan that required listening to broad-based community concerns and 
identifying the best alternative for the island. 
 
We respectfully request your support towards the appointment of Mr. Hiranaga to the 
Land Use Commission. 
 
 







 
 

P.O. Box 253, Kunia, Hawai’i  96759 
Phone: (808) 848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921 
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April 15, 2015 
 

HEARING BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
TESTIMONY ON GM 815 

CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION, 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, KENT M. HIRANAGA 

 
Room 224 
2:45 PM 

 
Aloha Chair Thielen, Vice Chair Galuteria, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Christopher Manfredi, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation (HFBF).  
Organized since 1948, the HFBF is comprised of 1,832 farm family members statewide, 
and serves as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, 
economic and educational interest of our diverse agricultural community. 
 
Hawaii Farm Bureau strongly supports the reappointment of Kent Hiragana to the 
Land Use Commission.  
 
Mr. Hiranaga has an extensive background in land use issues.  He has served on 
various Boards that provide the basis for good land use planning. His experience during 
this past term will serve him well.  For example, he was an active part of developing the 
Maui Island Plan that required listening to broad-based community concerns and 
identifying the best alternative for the island. 
 
We respectfully request your support towards the appointment of Mr. Hiranaga to the 
Land Use Commission. 
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The Twenty-Eighth Legislature

Regular Session of 2015



THE SENATE

Committee on Water and Land

Senator Laura H. Thielen, Chair

Senator Brickwood Galuteria, Vice Chair

State Capitol, Conference Room 224

Wednesday, April 15, 2015; 2:45 p.m.





STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON G.M. 815

KENT M. HIRANAGA

LAND USE COMMISSION





The ILWU Local 142 supports the nomination of Kent M. Hiranaga to serve on the Land Use Commission.  



Mr. Hiranaga was born and raised on Maui, attended college on the mainland, graduated from Indiana University, and returned to Maui to work as a realtor for his own company, Maui Kai Realty, since 2001.  He is well-respected as a businessman and a community leader.  



Mr. Hiranaga has served on the Maui Planning Commission, both as a member and as chair.  He has always been thoughtful and impartial in his deliberations, careful not to be unduly biased for or against special interest groups, and makes decisions based on a reasoned assessment of all factors.  Mr. Hiranaga actively listens, asks appropriate questions, and takes his role on the Planning Commission seriously.  He will do the same on the Land Use Commission.  



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Land Use Commission is an important body that works to ensure proper planning for growth in our State.  Members of the Commission must consider not only present needs but a vision for the future.  We believe Mr. Hiranaga possesses the ability to think strategically and consider the long-term interests of the State and its people.  Toward that end, he will be fair, objective, and do what is right for the entire community.



The ILWU urges confirmation of Kent M. Hiranaga to serve on the Land Use Commission.  Thank you for considering our testimony.

						





The Twenty-Eighth Legislature 

Regular Session of 2015 

 

THE SENATE 

Committee on Water and Land 

Senator Laura H. Thielen, Chair 

Senator Brickwood Galuteria, Vice Chair 

State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015; 2:45 p.m. 

 

 

STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON G.M. 815 

KENT M. HIRANAGA 

LAND USE COMMISSION 

 

 

The ILWU Local 142 supports the nomination of Kent M. Hiranaga to serve on the Land Use 

Commission.   

 

Mr. Hiranaga was born and raised on Maui, attended college on the mainland, graduated from Indiana 

University, and returned to Maui to work as a realtor for his own company, Maui Kai Realty, since 

2001.  He is well-respected as a businessman and a community leader.   

 

Mr. Hiranaga has served on the Maui Planning Commission, both as a member and as chair.  He has 

always been thoughtful and impartial in his deliberations, careful not to be unduly biased for or against 

special interest groups, and makes decisions based on a reasoned assessment of all factors.  Mr. 

Hiranaga actively listens, asks appropriate questions, and takes his role on the Planning Commission 

seriously.  He will do the same on the Land Use Commission.   

 

The Land Use Commission is an important body that works to ensure proper planning for growth in 

our State.  Members of the Commission must consider not only present needs but a vision for the 

future.  We believe Mr. Hiranaga possesses the ability to think strategically and consider the long-term 

interests of the State and its people.  Toward that end, he will be fair, objective, and do what is right for 

the entire community. 

 

The ILWU urges confirmation of Kent M. Hiranaga to serve on the Land Use Commission.  Thank 

you for considering our testimony. 
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GM815
Submitted on: 4/13/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Michele McLean Maui Planning
 Department Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Kent
 Hiranaga's nomination to the Land Use Commission. As the Deputy Planning
 Director for the County of Maui for the past four years, I had the privilege of working
 with Kent during his tenure as chair of the Maui Planning Commission. He has
 thorough knowledge of state (and county) land use law and procedures, and was an
 ideal member of the panel: his attendance was exemplary; he treated his fellow
 commissioners, staff, applicants and the public with courtesy and respect; he knows
 and follows rules and procedures; and reviewed and commented on projects
 carefully and thoughtfully. There is no reason to think that he would not do the same
 as a member of the Land Use Commission. For these reasons, I offer my support for
 his nomination. Mahalo for your consideration. -- Michele McLean, Deputy Planning
 Director, County of Maui
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 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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April 14, 2015 


 


TO:    The Honorable Laura Thielen, Chair 


      Senate Committee on Water and Land 


 


FROM:  Mike White 


General Manager, Kā‘anapali Beach Hotel 


 


SUBJECT:    HEARING OF APRIL 15, 2015; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 815, KENT 


HIRANAGA FOR THE LAND USE COMMISSION 


 


Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Mr. Kent Hiranaga’s confirmation to the State 


of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission.  As general manager of the Kā‘anapali Beach Hotel since 1985, 


and currently serving as chair of the Maui County Council, I am honored to support Mr. Hiranaga’s 


nomination.   


 


I have been professionally acquainted with Mr. Hiranaga for many years, and feel he possesses the 


experience and qualities needed to continue as a commissioner.  He has made sound decisions that 


will positively benefit the future of the County of Maui and the State of Hawai‘i.  Currently, he also 


holds a seat of the Maui County Cost of Government Commission, advising both the Mayor and the 


County Council on ways to more efficiently run the County. 


 


In the past, Mr. Hiranaga has served as a commissioner for the County of Maui Planning 


Commission, Board of Water Supply, and the Board of Variances and Appeals.  He has always been 


fair and his many appointments attest to his willingness and ability to serve.  


 


I feel that Mr. Hiranaga should continue to serve on the State of Hawai’i Land Use Commission.  


Please feel free to contact me at (808) 667‐0210 or via email at mwhite@kbhmaui.com should you 


have any questions or need additional information. 


 


 







 

 
 

April 14, 2015 

 

TO:    The Honorable Laura Thielen, Chair 

      Senate Committee on Water and Land 

 

FROM:  Mike White 

General Manager, Kā‘anapali Beach Hotel 

 

SUBJECT:    HEARING OF APRIL 15, 2015; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 815, KENT 

HIRANAGA FOR THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Mr. Kent Hiranaga’s confirmation to the State 

of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission.  As general manager of the Kā‘anapali Beach Hotel since 1985, 

and currently serving as chair of the Maui County Council, I am honored to support Mr. Hiranaga’s 

nomination.   

 

I have been professionally acquainted with Mr. Hiranaga for many years, and feel he possesses the 

experience and qualities needed to continue as a commissioner.  He has made sound decisions that 

will positively benefit the future of the County of Maui and the State of Hawai‘i.  Currently, he also 

holds a seat of the Maui County Cost of Government Commission, advising both the Mayor and the 

County Council on ways to more efficiently run the County. 

 

In the past, Mr. Hiranaga has served as a commissioner for the County of Maui Planning 

Commission, Board of Water Supply, and the Board of Variances and Appeals.  He has always been 

fair and his many appointments attest to his willingness and ability to serve.  

 

I feel that Mr. Hiranaga should continue to serve on the State of Hawai’i Land Use Commission.  

Please feel free to contact me at (808) 667‐0210 or via email at mwhite@kbhmaui.com should you 

have any questions or need additional information. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Warren Watanabe Maui County Farm
 Bureau Support No

Comments: Kent has vast experience in land use by having served on many boards
 and commissions. His knowledge and analysis on the subject matter will be an asset
 to the LUC.
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 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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TESTIMONY FOR GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 815

Confirmation Hearing for Kent M. Hiranaga

Nominee – Land Use Commission

The Honorable Laura H. Thielen, Chair,

The Honorable Brickwood Galuteria, Vice Chair,


and Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land:


My name is Celia Suzuki and this testimony is submitted in strong support of Kent Hiranaga’s nomination to the State Land Use Commission (LUC).


Kent and I have been friends since childhood and we grew up together and went to school on Maui.  He has always been my bud.


I support Kent’s nomination because he takes his role on the LUC very seriously.  He was appointed on an interim basis and wishes to complete the term that expires on June 30, 2016.  Kent does his homework and is always prepared for meetings.  He is intelligent, thoughtful, honest, thorough, and forthright.  He is determined to uphold the mission of the State Land Use Commission.  Being semi-retired, the LUC is lucky that Kent can afford to attend the many scheduled monthly meetings.  The State is fortunate to have someone like Kent volunteering his time as a member of the LUC.


Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Mr. Hiranaga’s nomination.
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GM815
Submitted on: 4/10/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
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Present at
 Hearing

John Hoxie Individual Support No

Comments: I am a lifelong resident of Hawaii and a retired Vice President of Hawaiian
 Commercial and Sugar Company. I am also active in community affairs as a
 Volunteer or Director for many organizations. I support the nomination of Kent
 Hiranaga to the State Land Use Commission. His knowledge and interest in
 Community Affairs will be an asset to the State of Hawaii. 
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GM815
Submitted on: 4/15/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
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Present at
 Hearing

Mae Nakahata Individual Support No

Comments: 
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GM815
Submitted on: 4/9/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Michael Victorino Individual Support No

Comments: I have known Kent Hiranaga for many years now and he has been a
 stellar citizen in every aspect of his community involvement both at the County and
 State level. I wholeheartedly encourage his appointment to the Land Use
 Commission. He will serve with sensitivity and respect. Mahalo for your
 consideration. Michael P. Victorino, Maui County Council, testifying as an individual.
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Attached is a letter of testimony
 
Regarding confirmation of Kent Hiranaga to the Land Use Commission
GM 815
Wednesday, April 15, 2015  2:45 pm,  rm 224
Committee on Water and Land
 
from,
Penny Wakida
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Regarding confirmation of Kent Hiranaga to the Land Use Commission


GM 815


Wednesday, April 15, 2015  2:45 pm,  rm 224


Committee on Water and Land


As a commissioner on the Maui Planning Commission, I worked with Kent Hiranaga for 3 years.  During that time, Kent was Chair of the Commission for two years.  


Kent brought a number of excellent qualities to the Maui Planning Commission.  He made himself well-informed on projects before us, he probed these projects with insightful questioning, and proposed important conditions.  As Chair, he kept our meetings running smoothly.  He enforced time limits  and treated respectfully each applicant and testifier.  


I am confidant that Kent will help to provide a balance between economic development and jobs, and preservation of our natural, historic and cultural environment.  I support his nomination to the Land Use Commission.


Respectfully, 


Penny Wakida


285 Puapihi St.


Lahaina, HI 96761
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As a commissioner on the Maui Planning Commission, I worked with Kent Hiranaga for 

3 years.  During that time, Kent was Chair of the Commission for two years.   

 

Kent brought a number of excellent qualities to the Maui Planning Commission.  He 

made himself well-informed on projects before us, he probed these projects with 

insightful questioning, and proposed important conditions.  As Chair, he kept our 

meetings running smoothly.  He enforced time limits  and treated respectfully each 

applicant and testifier.   

 

I am confidant that Kent will help to provide a balance between economic development 

and jobs, and preservation of our natural, historic and cultural environment.  I support his 

nomination to the Land Use Commission. 

 

 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Penny Wakida 

285 Puapihi St. 

Lahaina, HI 96761 
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GM815
Submitted on: 4/13/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224
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 Hearing
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Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WTLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ted@acmmaui.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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GM815
Submitted on: 4/14/2015
Testimony for WTL on Apr 15, 2015 14:45PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Thorne Abbott Individual Support No

Comments: During my service as Maui County's shoreline planner from 2004 to 2009,
 I saw Kent in action at the Maui County Planning Commission, particularly as it
 related to oceanfront development proposals. He asked good questions about
 projects, was balanced and fair, and was well-versed about the intricacies of a
 project under his and the Commission's review. He brings a thorough understanding
 of local (County) permitting processes that could be a benefit to the Land Use
 Commission's decision making. Based on my experience, I highly recommend Mr.
 Hiranaga. I believe he will be a judicious, productive addition to the Land Use
 Commission which has considerable influential in the land entitlement process.
 Mahalo for your consideration!
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