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April 13, 2015

 
Nomination to the Hawai`i Commission for National and Community Service
RE:  GM 809,
 
Dear Members of the Hawaii Commission:
 
My name is Joan Sheeran Apo.  I have a Ph.D in Psychology and have practiced in Hawai`i as a Psychologist for 44 years ( 13
 years with Department of Education-Honolulu District, and 23 years with Department of Health - Child and Adolescent
 Mental Health Division, as the Clinical Psychologist for the Honolulu Family Guidance Center). I continue a private practice
 part time which I started  24 years ago.
 
I have known Kai Duponte for 8 years. We met through our service on the local Planning Committee for the yearly IVAT
 Trauma Conference in Honolulu. As part of her volunteer work for the IVAT Conference, Ms. Duponte  initiated the Cultural
 Committee  on which we have worked together since 2007. In this capacity, we arrange the cultural components for the
 conference including:  Native Hawaiian protocols, training sessions by local experts focused on Pacific Island cultural
 competencies in treating trauma, and Hawaiian entertainment. Kai also continues her volunteerism activities currently by
 serving as a CASA on the Island of Maui.
 
When we met, she was working for the University of Hawai`i School of Social Work. However, her tireless contribution on
 many other levels to the development and implementation of the IVAT Conference, which now has an attendance of
 approximately 1,000 attendees from 39 states, and 17 countries has been impressive to say the least. Her attributes of
 consistency, dependability, and unwavering commitment to excellence are well recognized. In fact, she received a much
 respected award by the Institute for her volunteerism in 2011. Moreover, her natural demeanor of joyful engagement with
 people, and deep belief in the bettering the of lives of others is infectious.
 
Without reservation, I urge you to confirm Ms. Kai Duponte as a Commissioner for the Hawai`i Commission for National and
 Community Service. It will certainly be a decision you will never regret.
 
Sincerely,
Joan Sheeran Apo, Ph.D.
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