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S.B. NO.zooz THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-SEVENTH LEG1 SLATU RE, 201 4 

JAN 1 5 2014 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO CHILD PROTECTIVE PROCEEDINGS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. Section 587A-25, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows: 

Except as provided by this section, child protective proceedings 

shall be open to the public. The court shall close a hearing if 

a party to the proceeding, other than an authorized agency, can 

prove by clear and convincing evidence that an open hearing 

would cause severe emotional distress to the child. If the 

court orders a closed hearing, the court shall close the hearing 

for the minimum amount of time necessary to protect the child's 

interest. 

SECTION 2. Section 587A-40, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

[+1§587A-40 13-1 Court records. The court shall keep a 

record of all child protective proceedings under this chapter. 
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t h c  csurt. Thc court zz,y ics=uc this ordcr upor: dctcrmiEing that . I  

* .  ether l e g i t i m t c  y r p o s c . 1  Unless otherwise prohibited by law or 

this section, all records shall be open to the public. Records 

shall not be made available to the public if a party to the 

proceeding, other than an authorized agency, can prove by clear 

and convincins evidence that access to the records would cause 

severe emotional distress to the child. If the court Drohibits 

access to records, it shall prohibit access to the minimum 

amount of records necessary to protect the child's interest. 

As set forth in rules adopted pursuant to chapter 91 by the 

department of human services and consistent with applicable 

laws, the department may disclose information in the court 

record without order of the court, unless otherwise ordered by 

the court.Il 

SECTION 3 .  This Act does not affect rights and duties that 

matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were 

begun before its effective date. 

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 
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SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

INTRODUCED BY: 
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Report Title: 
Child Protective Proceedings; Open Hearings; Records 

Description : . .  
Requires child protective proceedings and records to be open to 
the public unless a party to the proceeding, other than an 
authorized agency, can prove by clear and convincing evidence 
that an open hearing or access to records would cause the child 
severe emotional distress. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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