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K B.nO. 812

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TC THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The purpose.of this Act igs to update codified
position descriptions for public utilities commission staff.
This Act amends existing position service types specifically
provided for under section 269-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and
position descriptions under Act 177, Session Laws of Hawaii
2007, to allow the commission to recruit and hire employees with
the right combination of skills and experience demanded by the
commisgion's evolving set of responsibilities.

SECTION 2. Section 269-3, Hawall Revised Statutes, is
amended to read as follows:

"§269-3 Employment of assistants. (a) The chairperson of

the public utilities commission may appoint and employ [elerles—+

stenographers—agente—engincers—accountants,] professional

staff and other assistants for the public utilities commission
as the chairperson finds necessary for the performance of the
commission's functions and define their powers and duties. The
chairperson may appoint and, at pleasure, dismiss a chief

administrator [emd] , chief of policy and research, attornevys,
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hearings officers, and other professional staff as may be

necessary [+] , and who shall be exempt from chapter 76.

Notwithstanding section 103D-209, the chairperson shall appoint
one or more attorneys independent of the attorney general who
shall act as attorneys for the commission and define their

powers and duties and fix their compensation. [Ehe—ehiecf

chapter 76— Resecarch assistants,] The chief of consumer affairs

and compliance, chief of administrative support, research

assistants, utility analysts, economists, legal secretaries,

legal assistants, [end] enforcement officers, and other

professional staff may be appointed with or without regard to
chapter 76. Other employees shall be éppointed as may be needed
by the chairperson in accordance with chapter 76.

(b) ©Notwithstanding section 91-13, the commission may
consult with its assistants appointed under authority of this
section in any contested case or agency hearing concerning any
issue of facts. Neither the commission nor any of its
assistants shall in such proceeding consult with any other

person or party except upon notice and an opportunity for all
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parties to participate, save to the extent required for the
disposition of ex parte matters authorized by law."
SECTION 3.. Act 177, Session Laws of Hawaiili 2007, section
1, is amended by amending subsection (c) to read as follows:
"(c) The purpose of this Act is to enhance the ability of
the public utilities commission to carry out its duties and
responsibilities by:

(1) Reguiring the commission to restructure its operations

theJegistaturer] to improve its effectiveness and

efficlency; and

(2) Authorizing the public utilities commission to
consider the need for increased renewable energy use
in exercising its authority and duties.™

SECTION 4. Act 177, Session Laws of Hawaii 2007, is

amended by amending section 4 to read as follows:

"SECTION 4. [4e}—Fhepublie vwiilitices commissionshall
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+e3] Upon request by the public utiiities commigsion, all
other state and county agencies shall assist the public
utilities commission in carrying out the provisgions of this Act.
The department of human rescurces development shall work
cooperatively with the public utilities commission in renaming
or re-describing job descriptions as is deemed necessary by the
public utilities commission."

SECTION 5. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

INTRODUCED BY: M '

BY REQUEST

Y 7 24 " |

BUF-13(13)



¥ B.NO. &2

Report Title:
Public Utilities Commission; Staffing

Description:

Insexrts new position titles within existing statutes describing
the civil service status of Public Utilities Commission staff
and repeals existing position staff descriptions for the
Commission under Act 177, Session Laws of Hawaii 2007.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legisiation or evidence of legisiative infent.
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DEPARTMENT :

TITLE:

PURPOSE:

MEANS :

JUSTIFICATION:

HB &1

JUSTIFICATION SHEET

Budget and Finance

A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION.

To amend the descripticn of Public Utilities
Commigsion ("Commission") staff under
section 269-3, Hawall Revised Statutes, and
repeal Commission posgition descriptions
contained in Act 177, Session Laws of Hawaili
2007.

2mend section 269-3, Hawali Revised
Statutes, and amend sections 1 and 4, Act
177, Session Laws of Hawaii 2007.

The responsibilities of the Commission
continue to rapidly evolve as electrical
energy issues lead our State. Act 177,
Seggion Laws of Hawaiili 2007 ("Act 177"), was
enacted to solidify the Commission's plans
for reorganization and increased staffing by
establishing set position descriptions in
anticipation of future Commission needs.
Since Act 177 was enacted, the role of the
Commission and the resource demands
associated with helping the State achieve
its progressive energy policies has
undergone significant growth. The
Commission needs the flexibility to hire the
right personnel with the skills as demands
change. This measure will provide the
Commission with increased flexibility to
obtain necesggary staffing by (1} amending
the pogition types currently described under
statute, and (2) removing existing statutory
position descriptions that restrict the
Commission's ability to acquire appropriate
staffing.

Impact on the public: The impact on the
public will likely be positive. This
measure will enable the Commission to
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GENERAL FUNDS:
OTHER FUNDS:

EPBS PROGRAM
DESIGNATION:

OTHER AFFECTED
AGENCIES:

EFFECTIVE DATE:

paL

determine and acguire the right staffing,
thereby strengthening the Commission and
ultimately benefitting the general public.

Impact on the department and other agencies:

Minimal impact is expected on the Department
of Budget and Finance, or other agencies
within the administration. The Commission
will benefit greatly from the flexibility
this measure will provide to seek out and
hire appropriate staffing.

New Day Plan Association: This measure will
allow the Commission to improve operations,
making the agency better able to support the
New Day Plan's energy aims, including the
fair and logical increase of renewable
energy resources in the State.

None.

None.

BUF 901.

None.

Upon approval.
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