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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { ' ?
TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE, 2013 HB. NO.

STATE OF HAWAII

ABILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that preferential rates
for the purchase of energy for agricultural activities will
suppert the long-term viability of agriculture in the State.

The purpose of this Act is to authorize and encourage the
establishment of preferential rates for the purchase of energy
for agricultural activities.

SECTION 2. Chapter 269, Hawail Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding a new section to part I to be appropriately
designated and to read as follows:

"§269- Preferential energy rates for agricultural

‘activities. (a) Tt is the policy of the State to promote the

long-term viability of agriculture by establishing mechanisms

that provide for preferential rates for the purchase of energy

for agricultural activities. The commission shall establish, by

rule or decision and order, preferential rates for the purchase

of energy that is used or consumed for agricultural activities.

{(b) Upon receipt of a bona fide request for the purchase

of energy to be used or consumed for agricultural activities and
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proof that the energy will be used or consumed for agricultural

activities, a public utility shall present the reguest for

preferential rates to the commission for approval. In reviewing

the proposedApreferential rates, the commission, in consultation

with the department of agriculture, may establish additional

criteria for energy used for agricultural activities."

SECTION 3. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approwval.
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Report Title:
PUC; Preferential Energy Rates; Agricultural Activities

Description:
Requires the PUC to establish preferential rates for the

purchase ¢f energy that is used or consumed for agricultural
activities.
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